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GOVERNMENT OF RENCAL.j 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 



His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Richard Gardinkr Casey, c.h.) 

• D.S.O., M.C. 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Khwuja Sir Nazimcddin, k.c.i.k., in charge ot the Homo 
(Civil Defence Co-ordination) Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Schr^avardv, in charge of the Department of 
Civil Supplies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ti ivi /^'iundra Goswami, in <*.harge of the Finance 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tami/cddi.n Rh\n, in charge of the Education 
Department. 

The H()u’bh‘ Mr. IGrada iMfosiNXA IGin, in <'harge of the Department 
of Comniunicatioiih and AVork'^. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mdazzamcddin Hosain, in charge 
of tin* Department (>f Agriculture (Rural Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mckerje^a, m.h.k., in charge of the 
Revenue Department (Evacuation and Relief). 

The Hon'ble Nawab Mi smuRcrF IIos.sain. Khan Bahadur, in charge 
of the Judicial and lA^gislative Department. '* 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwuja SiiAHAurDDiN, c.r.e., in charge of the Depart- 
ments of Commerce, Labour and IndustrieK (including fjost-war 
Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. RRE.\imiu JUka!\, in charge of the Eorest.s and Excise 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Khun Bahadur Maulvi Jaeaiaddi.n Ahmad, in charge !if 
the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Pvlin Behary Mellick, in charge of the Publicity 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal, in charge of the Co-opera- 
tive Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department. 




BENGAL LEQSLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

Speaker. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Syed Naesher Au. 

Deputy Speaker. 

Syed .Tal^lvddin Hashemy, Esq. 

Secretary. 

K. Ali Afzal, Esq., Barrister-at-law. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz, Mauliina Md. f Naravanj^aiij Ea4»t (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz, Md. Mirza. (Tang'ail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia. Mr. |Kuriprain South (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymensingh West (Muhammadan). | 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiffaiij (Muhammadiui). ] 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Pabna West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. ( Kishorepraii j North (Muliammadan). j 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [ Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur earn Muktagacha (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Majid. Maulvi. [Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Motaleb Malik. Dr. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan. Khan Bahadur. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Myrnensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdulla-Al Mahmood. Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdur Raftunan, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. [24-Pargana8 North-Eaat 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Abdur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).] 


Tarliatneniary SecreUiy. 
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Abdur Bafichid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
Abdiir Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Rangpur South (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Hazzak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 

A'bdu8 Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Dacca -North Central (Muhammadan),] 
Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpur We.st 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abu IfoHsain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhajiimadan).] 

Abul Fuzl, Mr. Muhummad, (Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. ( Netrokona North (Muhammadan),) 

Abul Masud, Maulvi Kazi. [Nator (Muliammadan). J 
Abul (Juanem, Maulvi. ( Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Acharyva Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta, nt Muktagaeha, Myinen.'^iiigh. 
(Dacca JamdliolderH.) 

Aftab All, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Ahmed Ali Enayet])uri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. |Jheiiidah ^Muham- 
mud an). ] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. | Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosuin, Mr. [Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).) 

Alfazuddiii Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnajiore (Muhammadan).] 
Aininullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Rajahahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. | Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan. Khan Bahadur Maulvi. |Manikganj Eaet (Muham- 
madan). I 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. [ Pabna East (Muhammadan) 


B 

Badi Ahmed (Nioudhury, Khun Baba<lur, Haji. (Chittagong Landholders.) 
Badrudduja, Mr. Syed. | Berhampore (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan Nortli-M'est (General).] 
Banerjee. Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Banerjee, Dr. Sure.ih Chandra. (Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-AVest (General).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (Muhammadan).] 

Barma, the Hon hie Mr. Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barma. Mr. Puspajit. [Rangpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cuvt Siliguri (General).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. r 

Basu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (General).] 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. [Midnapore East (General).] 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hooghly cvm Howrah (European).] 

Biswas, Babu Lakshnii Narayan. (Nadia (General).] •' 

•Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. ( Faridpur (General).] 

Bose, Mr. Sarat ChaTidra. |(’alciitta South (General).] 

C 

•Chakrabarty. Mr. Jaiindru NaCi- fRang])iir (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Naiendra Nara\an. (Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay. Mr, Haripada. [Nadia ((Jeneral).] 

Chaudhuri. Bai Hareiidra Nath. | ‘J4-Parganas Mtinieipal ((ieneral).] 
Chippendale. Mr. .1. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. 1. A. (Burdwan Division (European).] 

D 

Das, Babu Radha Natli. [Hooghls North-Ea.st (General).] 

•Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganas North-West (General).] 
Das. Rai Sahib Kirit Bhu^an. ( Murshidabad ((ieneral).] 

Das, Mr. Mnnomolian. [ Mynien.singh East (General).] 

Dass. Babu Debendra Nath. [Birbhuin (General). | 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri rum Siliguri (General).] 
Das Gupta, Dr. T. M. [(Jalcutta Ontral ((ieneral).] 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. [ Bakargan j South-West ((ieneral).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. (Tippera ((ieneral).) 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jhargram cum, Ghatul (General).] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. (Hooghly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta. M is^ Mira. (Calcutta General (Wonien).] 

Dutta Mazuindar, Mr. Niharendu. [Barrackpore (Registered Factories).] 


E 

Edbar, Mr. Fpendranath. (Bakarganj South- We-*! ((ieneral).] 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. [Kurigram North (Muhammadan).] 

F 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. fJangipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Fazlul Huq, ‘Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Muhammadan).] 

Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-West (ICnbtm* 
madan).] 

Fazlnr Rahman, Mr. [Jamalpur East (Muhammadan).] 

•Faslur Rahman, Mr, (Dacca University.) 
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G 

Ganpruly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. (East Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Gladding, Mr. D., c.i.b. [Bengal Chamber of Commerce.] 

Golam^Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj ctim Raipur (Muham- 
madan).] 

Gomes, Mr. R. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] 

Goswami, the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwan Division Xorth 
Municipal (General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Dainber Singh. (Darjeeling (General).] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed CUioudhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] 


H 

Habibullab, Nawab Ikba.lur K., of Dacca. [Dacca Municipal (Muham- 
madan). | 

Hafi*U(l(lin Ohoiidhuri. Maulvi. | Tluikurfruou (Muliaiuiuadaii).] 
*Hainiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Ki.ihorcganJ East (Muhammadan).] 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Haaan Ali Chowdhur.y, Mr. Syed. (Tau(rail North (Muhammadan).] 
HasaiiUMaman, Khan Sahib Maulvi Md. | Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Haaheni Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bakaiyfanj North (Muham- 
mad an).] 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., m.jj.k. [(hilcutia (MuhainnKidan) Women.] 
Hatenuilly Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [ I^irojpur South (Muham’-' 
madan).] 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal <Miaiiibei oi (huninerce.) 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Coniineree.) 

HirtEel, Mr. M. A. F., o.b.k. (Bengal Chamber of Commeree.) 

Hodge, Mr. H. Rowan. (Bengal Chain her of (\niimerce. ) 


I 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. { Muldu South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispahani, Mr. M. A, H., m.h.e. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

4 

Jftlaluddin Ahmad, the Hon ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Baaar 
(Muhammadan).] 

•♦Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr, Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 

•parliamentary Secretary. 

••Deputy Speaker, Bengal LegialaUve Assembly. 
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vii 


Jalan, Mr. I. D. [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasimuiidin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [‘24-Pargana8 South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan^.] 

K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah SyejJ. [Murshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Khaitan, Mr, Debi Prosad. (Indian ('hamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Debeudra Lall. ( Midnapore Central (General).] 

*Kumar, Mr. Atiil Chandra. [Malda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Xishitha Nath. (Dinujpur (General).] 

L 

Lahiri, Babu AHluitosb. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 

Leisk, Mr. Jolin. [Calcutta and Suburl)'* i^Kuroi>ean). ] 

M 

MacGregor, Mr. (jr. (j. (Indian Tea Association.) 

MacPherson, Mr. (i. P. ( Hajshahi Division (European).) 

Mafiziuldin Alimed, Dr. ( Bogra North (Muhammadan). | 

•Mafizuddin Alime<], Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Tipi>era North (Muham- 
madan). 1 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur Cday (’hand, of Burdwan. [Burdwan 
Central (General).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikun^]a Behari. [Midnapore South-East ((ienerul).] 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. (Burdwan Central ((ieueral). | 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. (Dacca ((ieneral) Women.) 

Majumdar, Bahu Jnunendra ('handra. ( Mymensingh East Rural 
((ieneral). ] 

Mai, Mr. I sw’ar Chandra. [Midnajmre South-Me.Nt ((ieneral). j 
Mandal. Mr. Amrita J.al. (Mymensingh West (General). | 

*Mandal, Mr. Bariku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. (Faridpur ((ieneral).) 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. (Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. [ Bakarganj North-East 
(General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Maniruddin Akband, Maulvi. [Rujshahi North (Muhammadan).) 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan).] 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] 


TarliamenUry Secretary.- 
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riii 

MttHud Ali Khan Paiini, Al-Hadj Maulvi. [Tangail South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Miles. Mr. \V’. (Jndian Tea Association.) 

•Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 

Mobsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Meherpiir (Muhammadan),] 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamapra.sad. (fhilcutta T’niversity.) 

Morgan, Mr, G., c.i.k. [ Pre,si<leney Division (European).] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi M. [Raj.shahi Central (Muhammadan). j 
Mozammel fluq, Maulvi Md. (Bliola North (Muhammadan),] 

Muhammad Ahdul Halim Molla, Mi. [Nadia West (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi S>ed. [Pirojpur North (Muham- 
madan). I 

Muhammad Ihrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali NoiUi (Muhammadan),] 
Muhammad J.shafjue, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique, Khun Bahadur Dr. Svfd. [ Bankura (Muham- 
madan). I 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. ( Barraekpore Municipal 
(Muhammadan), j 

Mukerjea, the Hon’hle Mr. Turaknath, m.u.k. (Burdwan Ijundholders' 
Constituency.) 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendru Narayan. (ilooghly North-Easi.) 

Mukherjee, Mi'. iL (Colliery (Coal Mines) (Taibouri.j 
Mukherji, Dr. H. C. (Calcutta rtnri Prc'^idencv Divisicni (Indian 
Christian).] 

Mukherji, Dr. Shurat (/handra. (Birbhum ((ieneral). ] 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. [Bankura West ((General).] 

Mulli(‘k. Mr. Mukunda Behari. (Khulna ((ieneral).] 

Mulliek, the Hon’hle Mr. Pulin Behury. (Howrah ((ieneral). J 
Musbarruff Hossain, the Hon hie Nawab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpaiguri curn 
Darjeeling (Muhaminudun). | 

Mustagaw.sal Ha<jue, Mr. Syeil. ( Bagerliat (Muhaniinadan). ] 

MuHtatu Ali Dewan, Maulvi. | Brahmanharia North (Muhammadan).] 

N 

Nandy, Maharaja Srisehandra, of Cossimbazar. (Presidency Landholders.) 
•Nasarullah, Nawuhzudu K. [Brahmanbario Soutli (Muhammadan).] 
Nasker. Mr. Hem Chandra. [24-Pargana> South-East (General).] 
••Nauslier Ali, the Hon ble Mr. Syed. (Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 
Naximuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir. k. c.i.k. (Calcutta North (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Norton, Mr. H. R., m.b.k. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

P 

Pain, the Hon ble Mr. Barada Prosauna. [Hooghly rum Howrah Muni- 
cipal (General).] 


/Pmrliamentary Secretary. 
•‘Speaker, Bengal Legitlative Assembly. 
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Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Poddar, Mr. Anandilall. (Marwari Association. » 

Powell, Mr. J. A. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Pramanik. Mr. Tarinicbaran. [Mulda ((General).] 

R 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. (Raj^hahi Ccnirul (Muhammadan).] 
Raikut Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaigun rujii Siliguri ((iciicral). | 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. | Bogra Ea>t (Muhammadan). | 

Razimuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Tippera West (Muhammadan).] 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Ccntial (Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Charu (diandra. |M>mensingli West (General) ! 

Roy, Mr. Dhaiianjo_\. [Dacca East ((Jeruoal) ] 

Roy. Mr. Kamalkri.shna. | Bankura East (tfcner.ih.j 
Ro\ , Mr. Kiraii Sankar. [ Daia-a We.st (Generan. | 

Vacant, (dhargrain ('uni (ihatal (ficnerah J 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. ( Howrah ((Buierah | 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. [Khulna ((ieneral).) 

Roy Kumar Shib Slickhareswar. (Rajshahi EandholdtTs. ) 

8 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [ Bakarganj South ( Muhammatlan ). ] 

Safiriiddin Ahmed, Ilaji. [ Rangpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Sahabe Alum, Mr. Syed. [Dacca (’entral i Muhammadan). | 

Salim, Mr. S. A. [Narayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Saiiaullah, Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan). J 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal ((ieneral).] 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhur. [ Murshidaliad ((ieneral). | 

Barker, Bahu Madhu>udan. [ Bogra Pahna ((ieneral).] 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Dacca Ea.st ((ieneral).) 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of (h)mmerce.) 

Sen, Kai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [ 24-J^argana.s .South-East (General).] 
Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. (Khulna ((ieneral). | 

Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. [Chittagong (General).] 

•Serajul Islam, Mr, [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddin, the HoiChle Mr. Khwaja. ( h.k. j Narayanganj South 
(Muhammadan). ] 

SLabedali, Mr. [Matlabbazar (Muhummudan ). J 
Shamsuddiu Ahmed, Mr. [Ku.sthia (Muliainmadan). ] 

Shanisuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. [Gopalgaiij (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulaiia. [ Mymensingh .South (Muhammadan).] 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General),] 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhu.san. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Mundu. (Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour,] 

Skipwith, Mr. W. E. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Eurojiean).] 

Smart, Mr. J. N. [Dacca (European).] 


Tarliamantary SecreUry. 
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Sir»yth-O8bourne, Mr. D. G. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Stark, Mr. A. F. [Calcutta and, Suburbs (European).] 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Pargana8 Municipal (Muham^ 
raadan).] 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Koakbali (General).] 

T 

Tamizuddin Khan, the Hou’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Thorman, Mr. C. M, (Obittagong Division (European).] 

Tofel Ahmed Ohoudhury, Maulvi Haji. ( Bhola South (Muhammadan).} 

W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Je‘?sore East (Muhammadan).] 

Walker, Mr. I. It. (Bengal Chamber ol Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. AV . A. M., c.b.e. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
AVbitehead, Mr. R. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

AVordsworth, Mr. AA^. C., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadan).] 

•Yusuf Ali (Jjoudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Z 


Zahur Aliined CJioudhurv, Maulvi. (Maldu North (Muhammadan). [ 
Zuman, Mr. A. M. A. | Hooghly rum Seramporc (Registered Factories) 
Labour. ] 

Zillur Rahman Shah (Jiowdhun , Maulvi. [Balurgliat (Muhammadan).] 


•Parliamentary Secretary. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Official Report of the Eightoonth Sottion. 

Volume LXVII~No. 1. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assemb^ assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935« 

liiE A^skmi’.ly mot 111 tho Assembly Jlnuso. Calcutta, on T\ic<(la\ . tlio Isl 
February, lli44, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tlie HoiCble Mr. Svkd N vi sin k Aia) in the (4iair, 12 
Hon 'hie Mini.sters an<l 171 membei>. 


Oath. 

The lullowiii^' members iiiude an oath or atiirination oi theit ulle^iance tu 
the Crown ; — 

H) Mr. .lohii Nelson Smart. 

(2> Khan Hahadur Haji Badi .Mimed Chaudhury 


Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: TiUdies ami (jentlemeii, beioie \\v proceed with the 
business of the House it is my sad dut> to leter to tin* death ol Sir -luhn Arthur 
Herbert, Ci.r.i.E.. the late (iovernor of Beii^Ml. oi Mr. Kishoripati 
Hoy, a sittin^^ memiier of the Assembl\ , and ol Khan Sahih Maulvi Ahul* 
Quasein, a sitting? member of the* Benjrai l.e;ri-Hlat i\ e Connell. 

Sir .lohn Arthur Herbert was <*Ie< ted a inembei of tin* IIouHe cd Commons 
in 19‘{4. He was Private Seeretarv to the Parliamentary Secretary tt) tin* 
Admiralty in 19'‘»o^and to the Cnder-Sec retai> loi India in 19dt> and w’u.s 
then appointed Assistant (lovernmeat Whij». He assumed office as (iovernor 
of Bengal in November, 19d9, and herved her during a most critical period 
of her history when Japan wa* praitically kinnking at her door after 
conquering Burma, The war time problems iiiust have told heavily on his 
health and he fell ill on the dlst August. 194'», ndinquished his office as 
Governor on the 6th September. 1943. and died on tbe 11th December, 194‘>. 
His death in India under very exceptional l ircumstances will be a memorable 
event. 

Mr. Kishoripati Roy who represented the Jhargram ruw Ghatal General 
Constituency of the Midnapore District, died on the Ifitli December, 1943. 
His selfless services to tbe cause of the motloifland won for liim profound 
respect and admiration of his countrymen 
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Khan Sahib Maiilvi Abul (^ua.seni died on the 2^1i Janiiar}^ 1944, at a 
comparatively early age': His death has cut short a promising career. He 
Was on elected member oi the old Council. He held many public offices and 
was a sincere and devoted worker. He was a lovable personality and he will 
1 h* remembered as a type by himself. 

1 feel it my duty t(» send messages of sympathy to the bereaved families 
and J h(>pe members will signify tlieir assent by rising in their seatb. 

(Members rose in their seate.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary wdll take necessary action. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER : In ai'conlance with the provisions of rule (J of the 
Bengal Iyegislativ(^ AssemblN I’nxediire Itules, I nominate the following 
memhers of the .\sseinbly t<» form a panel of four Cliaiimen tor tin* ensuing 
session : — 

(1) Mr. .V. K. Faziul Huq, 

(2) Mr. Kiran Saiikur Ho\, 

(d) Ml David IDmmIiv, and 
M) Mr. Hern Cliandra Tsasker 

unles.s otherwise ananged, the sruiior menrber among tliem jiiesent in the 
above order will presidr ovor tin- delilnu'ations of this ANseinbly in my 
absence and in the absmoM ot the Deputv Spi'akei. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral aniwert were given) 

Point of Order. 

(After the (]ueN(ion had been called ami lieton* Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 
]birliameiitar> Seerelarv, read the answer.) 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (hi a poim (d oider,^ Sir. 1 would like 
tx» know before my Imnourable friend replies it this uiiswor is on behalf of 
(loMTiimeiit or is his ]>eisonal answer.® 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (_)n behalf of (joveriiment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : May T invite your attention, Sir, to the 
Seci'etariat Manual, 1941, which lays down that in case of any answer on 
behalf of Government it has to be so stated. This matter was referred to you 
in the past and we submitted that in future the practice should be revised. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I remember my promise to look into this affair and this 
is the time when I intend to bH>k into it in consultation with the leaders of 
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parties. The rules are scuiiewhat vague and indefiuite ou this point. I have 
gone through this matter and I shall call a confereuee (»1 the leaders and 
shall decide it. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 submit that so far as the position of 
Parliamentary^ Secretaries in regard to answers is concerned you will l)e 
pleased to look into the matter later on, but at the present moment there is 
existing rfi set of rules for the guidance both of the Minister in charge as well 
as of Parliamentary Secretaries as to the manner in which replies have to be 
given. And it has been there laid down that in case the Parliamentary 
Secretary chooses to reply or the Minister in chargt* waives his right, to reply, 
then the Parliamentary Secretary will have to reply in a particular form, 
but the printed notice doe* not show that f(>rm. 1 hoj»e the Parliamentary 
Secretary will follow that fonn ; otherwise, it would not ])e a reply on behalf 
ot Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have my sell looke<l into these rules in the Secretariat 
Manual to which you liavi* drawn the attention ot the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary; and I hope his n‘ply will he worded accordingly. 

Damages caused by breaches in certain embankments in Cofitai subdivision* 

*1. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (o) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the (’oTuniuuic ations and Wtuks (Irrigation! Dejiartincnt l)e 
})leased to ^tate whether it i-^ a fact that — 

ii) thcic ueie breaches m the* Aniaishi cinhankment ; 

(//) large parts of (Vuitai sulKlivi^^<)n, distnCt Midnapore, were heavily 
hooded in tfie Near'. Iftld, 19:iti and 1949 as a result thereof; 

iiu) there were breac lie> in the llhogiai einbankir.ent ; 

(n;) large parts of the sulxlnision were heavily floocled in the* year 1913; 
(r) heavy losses to the crops, cattle and houses M{‘re chusimI rc‘|H*abMlly 
In the hood in the suhdi\ ision ; and 

(n) tliere are two breaches io Aniaishi einhankineiit , one Ineac h in 'he 
Jalaiiiutha and a few breaches in the llhograi eniliankuient 
causing heuNV flood in large ]»ar1s of the same subdivision this 
year 

(h) If tlie answers to (o) (/) to (r) are in the affirmative, will the ITon’bl^ 
Minister be please<l to state the steps, if anv, taken by the Government to 
stop floods r' 

(c) If the answer to (n) <?’i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Mini.ster lx* pleased to state the extent of — 

(i) the area of devastation in each thana of the ('ontai suMivision ; 

(li) the damage of crops; 

(lit) the loss of cattle; and 
(iv) the collapses of house® ? 
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{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased ta state whether there had been 
any breiirh in the Jalarautha embankment in any other year preWous to this 
year? 

{e) If tlu' answer to {d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
tjo pleased to stjite the reasons, the «^aupe indication at Amgaehia before 
this year’s flood ? 

if) Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state the causes tor the breaich 
in the lulaimitha embankment? 

(//) Will the Ilon’ble Minister b(‘ jdeased tf» fitat(‘ what action, it an> , he 
projKJses to take in the matter? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prasanna Pain); in) (/) to (ir) Yes. 

(v) No, not repeatedly. Ix^ss to crops and damage to hou.ses occurred 
in 191 H, and IfHO. There were some casualties among cattle in lltld 

and 192G only. 

{vi) Yes, except that there was one breach only in the Amarshi embank- 
ment. 

(h) Regarding flood in the river Kaliaghye, on which the Amarshi 
embankment stands, the l>ed of tlie river where it was most (‘onstricted 
has Wn widencMl bv lemoval of Tuaiginal chak bunds and zemindary bunds 
with a view to avoiding breaches in the embankment as far as possible. 

The river Subarnaiekha on vvhi<h tlie Hhogiai embankment stamK 
aituated within the Province of Orissa. The emlmnkmeut was overtopj>ed 
and breached in manv jdaccvs by very high floods of tin* river during tlie 
year 1943. The Government of Orissa have decided that the embankment 
should 1 h' reiKiiriuI and restored. It lias lieen reported that j>artial repairs 
have already lioen done and survey and investigation have been undertaken 
by that Government with a view to devising flood protection measuies against 
the flocxf of the river. 

{(') {f) Parts of Ramnagar. Egru, Contai, Potashpur and Bbagvvanpur 
thanas were inundated. 

The area in each thana i.s not available at present. 

(//) Props of about fit) per cent, of the area inundated were damaged, 

(iii) No n»port about loss of cattle has been received. 

(ir) Some 500 (more or less) kutchu houses were damaged. 

{d) No, not at least within the last 30 years. 

(f) Does not arise. 

(/) Due to sudden and record-breaking flood in the river Kaliaghye in 
1943, the Makramichak bund, constructed just before the last flood selson 
which was masking the S. D. Julamuthu embankment, was breached, and 
water ntshed to the Jalaiuutha embankment and caused a lireach in it. 

(/;) The river Kaliaghye has been widened by removing certain chak 
bunds in the narrowest iwrtion with the object of relieving flood congestion. 
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Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will my honourable friend be pleased to 
state what he intends to convey by the reply “not repeatedly”, which is 
followed by at least three repeated cases of loss to crops admitted by himself 
in his answer (a)(r)? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There have been only three cases so 
far during dO years and therefore I have said, “No, not repeatedly”. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {g), will my 
honourable friend be jdeased to s;tatc when the Kaliaprhye Itivcr linj>rovement 
Scheme under the irrip:ation bud^^et was approved ot, money was sanctioned 
for the same and wdien the actual w'ork was completed!" 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will my friend be ]>leaHed to state if he 
is aware that the improvement of the Kaliaffhye river was provided for in the 
budget ot 19d8-dy but money was not ,H[)ent in that year and that tlireo years 
afterwards the work was undertaken, and that the river has since dettAriorated 
as a result of the jiast heavy cyclone and flomls in Midnaporey 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I am not aware 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will my honourable friend lie pleased 
to state if (Tovernment have taken any steps after the last Hoods to improve 
the condition of tlie Kaliaghye river at least w'ith the object of relieving flood 
<’ongestU)n as has been suggested in his answer (g)? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (tovernment are undertaking measures 
with the object of relieving flnud ('ongestion. 

Invitation of ttndert lor tho supply of rios by the Distriot MagisIratOt 

Tippm. 

*2. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies IX*partnient be pleased to state whether it is a fact that — 

(0 the District Magi.strate, Tipfiera, invited tenders from different con- 
tractors to .su])ply o,(KK) muunds of fine and coarse rice by tho 15th 
June, 194d; 

(ii) hofui fide contractors submitted sealed tenders timely; and 

(ill) the houses of several contractors who submitted tenders were aearch- 
ed by the Police? 

ih) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state — 

(0 the names and addresses of the contractors whose hoaset were 
searched; and 
(it) the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in ehargo of tho CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMiNT (tho 
HonlMo Mr. H. 8 . Snbrawardy): (a) Yes. 

2 
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(b) (i) The premises of the following contractors were ordered to be 
•earched : — 

(1) M. Zillur Ilahman. 

(2) Abdul Hamid alms Abu Miah and Rebati Mohan Chaudhurj . 

(3) Koy Company, Comilla. 

(4) T. Basu and R. Bhowmik, Noakhali. 

(5) Babu Rohini Eanta Datta, Comilla. 

(6) M. Ali Ahmed Khan, Idgan Road, Brahmanbaria. 

(ti) The searches were made in the ordinary course during the food drive 
in order to ascertain stocks. 

Food Committoos in the affootod distriots of Bengal. 

•3. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the C'ivil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Food Committees have been formed in ever\ affected district 
in Bengal; and 

(if) have their work been found to be satisfactory ‘f 

{b) If the answer to (a) (i) l>e in the negative, do (iovernment (ontcmplate 
aettiug up new Committees? 

The Hon'blo Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) n) Yes. 

(ii) On the whole, yes. 

(b) When Food Committees are found to be unsatisfactory, they can be 

reconstituted. 

Instructions on that behalf are under issue. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA BENS With reference tf) answer (hj, may I take 
it that among the instructions issued there will be one enjoining that the 
committees should he representative of all classes and communities? 

The Non'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Horrbh- Minister be phased 

to state the functions which the Fmid Committees uie doing at the piesent 
time? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I submit. Sir, that this 
question does not arise. In the instructions that were issued all the functions 
have been given in detail. 

Mr. tURENORA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'Me Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is one of the functions of these committees to supply 
foodgrains to the poorer section of the jieople at a cheaper rate? 

. Tht HBnINt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is not one of the 

functions. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR $ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any machinery in the Writers’ Buildings to 
find out what work is being done by these so-called Food Committees? 

Tho H0fi*bl6 Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs There is a machinery in 
Anderson House. 

Mr: 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that in some districts no such committees 
are functioning? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that. 

Officers (tf (jovenuneiit have been asked in particular to see that Food 
Committees are formed and function. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability, after all the.se interpellations, of issuing 
instructions immediately asking the District Officers to send information as 
to whether in their respective districts such Food Committees have lieen 
formed, and if so, what functions are being done by them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Such a questionnaire has 
already been issued. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to .slate if he i.s awaie that among the instructions i^^.sued by Mr. Tshaqiie, 
Special Officer, there was one like thi.s, that arrangements will be made for 
supplying toodgrains to the jioorer section of the people at cheap rate through 
these Food Ornmittees. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Kindly read that as a whole. 
It is one of the functions of Government to supply foodgrains at ('heap nites 
to the public where Government consider it necessary to do so. So far us the 
Food Committees are concerned, we have recommended that they should 
accept the responsibility of becoming retailers if they (an do so; and if they 
can, so much the better, and we shall be glad to supply them with foodgrains. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state what arrangements have so far been made for supplying foodgrains 
to the poorer section of the people at a cheap rate in view of the fac’t that 
prices of foodgrains are rising higher? 

Mr. BREAKER: That in too vague and comprehensive a question to be 
answered. I cannot allow it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stat^ whether Government would like to entrust these committees 
with any active function, or would these committees be merely advisory 
bodies? 

Th« HonTile Mr. H. 8. BUHRAWARDYs Yes, Sir, I am most anxious to 
see that these committees do [)erform some active functions. 
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Mr. $A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What instructions have been iwued 
to the district authorities for makinjf these committees active and not merely 
advisory bodies? 

Tha Hon’bla Mfi H, 8- 8UHRAWARDY: Instructions have been cir- 
culated and are being acted upon and fresh instructions are under issue. 

Disposal of dsad bodies in Chittagong district, 

•4b Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a fact that human corpses 
lying uBcared for are being eaten up by jackals and vultures in the mufassal 
areas, specially in the Chittagong district (Boalkhal and other thanas) ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
con8iderin,g the desirability of — 

(t) issuing instructions to all thana officers and circle officers for the 
speedy disposal of the dead bodies ; and 

(ti) placing a certain sum at their disposal for the purpose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8lr Nazimuddin): (a) and (b) No information regarding any corpse lying 
uncared for and being eaten up by jackals and vultures in the mufassal areas 
of the Chittagong district has been received. Dead bodies were however found 
in certain areas, at tiie time the question was asked, and these were disposed 
®f with the help of the police, the municipalities and the local organisations. 
A sum of Rs. 23,000 has been paid by the Chittagong Municipality to those 
wlio volunteered to do the work; no allotment to thana and circle officers for 
the purpose appeared to be necessary. 

8upply of di$t and clothing to Division III prisoners. 

•8. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
sisrge of the Home Department aware that — 

(i) the diet allowed to Division III prisoners is deficient in protein, oils, 
spices, etc. ; and 

(it) this affects the health of the prisoners ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon*ble Miniatar 
tonsidering the desirability of improving the diet of these prisoners? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that clothings and beddings 
supplied to Division III prisoners are insufficient specially during^ the winter? 

(d) Is it a fact that — 

(i) undertrial and Division III prisoners ore not allowed to use their own 
sandals or shoes ; 

(ft) such persons suffer inconvenience and loss of health for not using 
sandals or shoes; and 

(nt) they are not allowed mosquito curtains even at their own cost? 
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(e) Is it a fact that mosquito curtains are not allowed even in jail 
hospitals? 

(/) Is it a fact that — 

(i) Division III prisoners are not allowed any mugf; 

(ti) they have to use the same cup for drinking, eating and latrine 
purposes; and 

(tit) literate Division III prisoners are not allowed newspapers? 

(ff) If the answers to (c) to (/) are in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take for 
removal of these grievances? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khwa|a 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a)(/) and ib) The matter is under consideration of the 
Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, who is making ne<'es8ary enquiries. 

(a)(n) No. 

(c) and (d)(t) No. 

(n) Does not arise. 

lilt), (r) and i/)(t) and (n) No. 

{f)(in) Well-behaved Division III literate prisoners are allowed to read 
weekly newspaper Banglar Katha, 

(g) Does not arise. ✓ 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of taking expert opinion as to whether the rice allowed at 
present to Division III prisoners doe.s not affect the health of the prisc)nerH? 

The Hon’ble Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN : As tar as this specific (juestion 
is concerned, the food that is provided to these prisoners is the diet which 
they are accustomed to and which is the diet practically taken by all people 
of that class. The whole question as to whether any increase in the diet 
is necessary or whether improvements are required is an all-India ([uestion 
which is being considered and no decision has yet been taken on that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With refeience to an.swer (f)iiH) will 
Government consider tlie desirability of allowing the prisoners in questirui to 
read some other vernacular papers liesides the Banglar Kaftin which is the 
wretched rag of the Writers’ Buildings? 

Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is an objectionable quo'^tion and 
is not strictly a question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The last part of the question is not of course relevant, 
but there is the question whether prisoners should be allowed to read some 
other newspapers. 

Tilt Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got nothing further to 
add. 
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Dr. MALINAKIHA tANYAL: With reference to answer {d){i) where 
the answer is ‘‘No” to the question if it is a fact that undertrial and Division 
III prisoners are not allowed to use their own sandals or shoes, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to make it clear whether he means by the answer 
that they are allowed to use sandals or shoes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: “No” means “no, it is not a 

fact”. , 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I enquire from the Hon’ble Minister 
if it is a fact that Division III prisoners — I am taking the two separately — 
undertrials and Division III prisoners are combined and I am specifically 
taking the question about Division III prisoners — whether Division III 
prisoners are allowed the use of sandals? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far us I am aware that is 
so — they are allowed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer (/) (in 
“No” to the question whether it is a fact that they have to use the same rup 
for drinking, eating and latrine purposes, will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeascd 
to state the source of that information that they are given different or sepaiate 
cups for drinking, eating and latrine purposes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Inspe( tor General of 
Prisons. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
itate how many mugs or cups are allowed per i)risoner? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He cannot possibly give the nunibei . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am asking the Hon’ble Minister whether 
it is not u fact that only one is given which is an omnibus instrument for all 
such purposes. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: X ask for notii'c regarding the 
number. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer id)(in) 
is it the case of the Hon’ble Minister that undertrial and Division III 
prisoners are allowed mosquito curtains at their own cost? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Superintendents of jails 
have l>een allowed discretion in this mutter and whenever they are satisfied 
that there will be no abuse of this privilege, the prisoners are allowed to use 
them. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state bow long is the matter under 
the consideration of the Inspector-General of Prisons? 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It has been for some time now 
— since July, 1943. It has been referred to the Director of the All-India 
Institute of Hygiene with regard to this technical question. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi : AVhen was the reference made? 


The HonOile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: July, 194:1 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Since that date no answer has 
been received? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not say that no answer 
has beeif received. It is under consideration, as I have said. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell the House whether the answer ‘‘No” to means that it is an addi- 

tional punishment to the prisoners in jail and with that view mostiuito curtains 
are not bein^ allowed to them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your (^ue.stion? I have not followed it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: The Hon’ble Mini.ster has given discre- 
tion to Superintendents about moscjuito curtain.s. My jioint is wdiether the 
biting.s of mos(|uit()es (m the prisoners are considered as an additional j)unish- 
ment b} Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no {juestion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister lie 
pleased to tell us if there is any rule regarding the use ot sandals (►r shoes by 
Division III prisoners.^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We can say from our own experience 
that Division III jirisoners aie not allowed the use of sandals or shoes. In 
view of this information, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
the desirability of making an enquiry into the mattei and find out that, as a 
matter of fact, they are not allowed the use of .sandals and shoes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will certainly have it 
enquirer! into in view ot the information given by the honourable member. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer id) (nt), am 
I to take it that the answer “No” refers to the fact being ineurrect that 
mosquito curtains are not allowed even at their own cost because I asked this 
question previously with reference to answer u/) (n? ith reference to 
answer id) (/n), it has been said that they are not allowed mos(|uito curtain^ 
even at their own cost. What is tlie real inip(»rt of the answer ‘‘No’ ? Are 
they allowed or are they not allowed? 

Th» Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as id) it) is concerned 
and as far as undertrial prisoners are concerned, I may make it quite clear 
that whatever is ‘supplied at their own cost, they are allowed U> use.. They 
are allowed to use sandals and shoes, I am definite cm that jioint. I have also 
been informed that aa far as (d) ii ) — Division III prisoners — are concerned, 
they are allowed to use sandals, but 1 will make an enquiry, as suggested by 
the honourable meml)er. Ah regards (d) im), I have stated that discretion 
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bus been given to Superintendents to allow the use of mosquito curtains in 
those cases where they are provided by the prisoners at their own cost subject 
to the approval of Superintendents. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when was this order issued to the Superintendents and in which jail or 
jails the Superintendent has been pleased to permit such use? ^ 

The Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Assault on security firisoners in Pre6idan<^ Jail. 

*6« Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to state — 

•t) whether the security prisoners in PresiilencN Jail were assaulted in 
the j)laygr()und on the 25th April, 194d, at about T p.m. ; 

(It) whether jailor, additional jailor and some warders and ordinary 
prisoners were amongst the assailants; 

(tit) whether Srijuts Jagannath Hhattacharvya and Anil Chandra Bhatta- 
charyya, two security prisoners, lay senseles'^ on the ground due 
to bleeding and head injuries and were sent to Jail hospital; 

(ir) whether Srijuts Anil (Ihosh. Fsha Roy and Murari Banerjee, three 
security prisoners, Wamo senseless due to head injuries and had 
to be removed to Medical College Hospital that very night; 

(v) whether Srijuts Charu Badan Chakravarty, Dharauath Bhattacharyya, 

Bhabani Sanyal and Basanta (ihosh had deep cut wounds on their 
heads and other parts of their body and were given medical treat- 
ment at night and sent to Jail hospital ; 

(vi) whether 20 more security prisoners were wounded as a result of the 
assault and were given medical treatment in their respective 
wards ; 

(tut) whether Srijuts Anil Ghosh, Fsha Roy and Murari Banerjee were 
discharged from Mt?dical College Hospital all on a sudden at 
about 9 p.m. on the night of 27th April, 194"1; 

(viii) whether after their discharge from Medical College Hn.spital they 
were treated in jail for 2-3 w’eeks; 

(w) what were their injuries recorded in Medical College Hospital and in 

Presidency Jail Hospital; 

(;r) whether it is a fact that absolutely no punishment has been given 
to any of the assailants ; 

(jtt) whether on the other hand the interviews, physical exercise in the 
field and treatment in Medical College Hospital and School of 
Tropical Medicine of the security prisoners have been sapped 
for more than three weeks; and 

(jfii) who is responsible for these steps and what are the reasons? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing details of the injuries of each of the persons referred to in (Hi), (tv) 
and (v)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ya) {%) and (ii) On the 25th 
evening some ordinary convicts who were engaged in the recreation ground 
to remove as usual the recreation implements such as poles, nets, etc., 
suddenfy came to a clash with security prisoners there. The clash took 
j>lace as a result of the conduct of some security prisoners abusing and 
assaulting the convicts who w’ere carrying out their orders. The clash 
was over immediately the warders arrived on the spot. No jail officials 
took part in it. 

(Hi) The two prisoners w’ho received head injuries were treated in the 
Jail hospital but were never senseless. 

(iv) Yes. 

(v) They received minor injuries and were treated in the Jail hosjutal. 

(vi) Altogether 11 ordinary convicts and 29 security prisoners wore 
injured. 

ivii) to (i>) The Medical Pollege Hospital authorities consider^ the 
injuries as not seriou.s but .still the prisoners were kept there for a day 
for confirmation by X-ray. On return they were further attended to in 
Jail hospital. 

(a) As the security prisoners did not help the departmental enqufry by 
their evidence, no action could be taken for want of satisfactory evidence. 

(jri) and (j-n) Interviews and physical exercise by these prisoners had to 
be stopped for administrative rea.sons and not as punishment. Treatment 
in outside hospitals was never stopjied. 

(h) I am not prejiared to furnish the particulars asked for in the public 
interest. But I am prepared to state that injuries of the prisoners referred 
to, were not serious. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the latest hour when ordinary prisoners are hu'ked upy 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this attack took place at least 15 minutes after all tlm 
ordinary prisoners were locked up at f)-30? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as 1 have stated before, 

I have only had the versions that have been supplied to me W the authorities. 

I asked the security prisoners to let me have through the Sufierintendent 
their version, but they did not comply with that. In the meantime they filed 
a petition before the Chief Presidency Magistrate, and as the case before the- 
Chief Presidency Magistrate was mb judif'e, I did not take any further notice 
of it. I have come to know today that that petition has been rejected. I 
cannot tell you anything more than what I have already stated. 
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Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: it a fact that an enquiry was 

ordered consisting of Deputy Inspector-General of Police and another gentle- 
man before the complaint was lodged before the Chief Presidency Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Government ofEcers 
held an enquiry and submitted a report to Government. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the time of the incident reported by the Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police? 

The HofPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a) (i) and {ii) 
wherein it is stated that no jail officials took part in it, will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether any jail officials were present on the 
spot ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: After the row was started, 
naturally the jail officials must have been there to separate them and to stop 
the clash, but they took no part in the assault. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister try to 
renieml>er if Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu and Mr. Sibnath Banerjee sent to 
him a detailed statement of the incident after he had a'^ked for a statement 
from the security prisoners? 

Tht Hon’bid Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not remember. They 
may have sent it. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’Me Minister be pleased 
to tell us if he enquired the reasons for selecting Anil Ghosh, Fsha Roy and 
Murari Banerjee among other prisoners for sending to Medical College 
Hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Only those who wanted to be 
sent to Medical (kdlege Hospital were .sent. As a matter of fact, the 
authorities of the Medical College Hospital thought that it was not a fit 
case for sending there. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. my question has not been 
answered. The question was whether the Hon’ble Minister himself looked 
into the report of the medical authority in charge of the Presidency Jail 
etating the reasons for sending those prisoners to Medical College Hospital 
that very night at 1 a.m. when they were unconscious? 

Tha Hon’bla KhWiJl Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not remember now. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon Me Minister even now 
look into the report of the Medical Officer giving reasons for sending these 
aeciirity prisoners? 

Tht Hofl’bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: One thing I want to make 
clear. Mr. Kundu and Mr, Banerjee may have sent a report to me. What 
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I wanted was a statement from those who were injured or who were present 
on the occasion, but that statement was not supplied to me. As regards the 
prisoners w’ho were sent to the Medical College Hospital all that I ran state 
is that we have got the report of the medical authorities that the injuries were 
not serious and they also stated that the cases were not fit for sending to the 
hospital. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to quote that part of the report of the medical authorities to 
which he has just referred? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 nder the honourable 
member to iny answer to question Nos. (r;/) to (or). 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is not my question 
Will tlie Hon’bie Minister be ])leased to quote that part of the report of 
the medical authorities which says that the injuries are not .serious.^ 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think that is 
necessary. My statement must be accepted. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I enquire of the Ilon'ble Minister 
through you, Sir, what action was taken on the report sent by two members 
of this House, namely, Mr. Sibnath Banerje»e and Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu? 

Tha Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No action was possible 
unless and until I could get the people who were injured to give evidence or 
had anything else before me. As 1 have stated before, the honourable 
member forgets that they also filed a petition before the ('hief Presidency 
Magi'-itrate. I did not take any notice of the report, because I expected the 
question to be thrashed out in the Court of the Chief Presidency Magi.strate. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Are we to take it that he did not take 
any notice of the report because there was no report from those people who 
were actually injured? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already said that they 
had applied to the Chief Presidency Magistrate and 1 expected that the 
whole thing would be taken up there and naturally I took no further notice. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it a fact that the ( hief 
Presidency Magistrate referred the complaint to the police wdio w*ere inve.sti- 
gating this case or to the enquiring police officers who were investigating 
the case? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A.s far as I know, the.v 
looked into this report. I a.sk for notice. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it not a fact that the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate disposed of the case saying that fTOvernment had 
made an enquiry and had come to a certain bndiug and be saw no reason 
to differ. 
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Th« Hoii*bl« Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Quit^ possible. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble MiDistei 
explain the administrative reasons why interviews and physical exercise by 
these prisoners had to be stopped ? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got nothing further 
to add. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he or any other Minister went to the jail for making 
an enquiry into this matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Why not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think it was 
necessary in this case. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this assault on the security prisoners was due to the cele- 
bration of the assumption of office by the present Ministry on the previous 
day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does u»)t arise. 

Inoraaia of family aHowanoo of loourity prisoner Babu Suresh Chanclrm 

Majumdar. 

•7. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the 
family allowance of Kabu Suresh (Chandra Majumdar, a security prisoner, 
detained in the Buxa Special Ke.'^erve Jail, has recently been enhanced by 
60 jHjr cent, as jx*r poli<‘y enunciated by him in view of the acute economic 
distress jirrevailing in the country? 

{b) If the answer to {^a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble Minister 
be pleased to state the date from which such increase has been given effect to? 

(V) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that — 

{%) the said security prisoner has as his dejiendants, his widowed mother 
and three schiKil-going boys, two of whom are his younger brothers 
and the other his nephew ; and 

(if) before his arrest he was maintaining them? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has recently 
received any petition from the said security prisoner praying for an' increase 
in his family allowance? 

if) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on it? 
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The Hon’Me Khwi^a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a), <6), (c) aud {f) The iamily 
allowance of this security prisonei was enhanced from Ils.20 j^er month to 
K«.30 i>er month (i.e., by 50 per, cent.) with effect from Ist Februarj', 1943, 
in May, 1943, and it is now further enhanced to Ks.40 per month (i.r., by 
100 per cent.) under the present policy with effect from Ist April, 1943. 

{(i) and My information is that the mother and the youngest 
brother only depended on the prisoner partly and that his younger brother 
i« maintained by his cousin. 

(c) Yes. 

Mft CHARU CHANDRA ROYs Mr. Speaker. Sir, before putting any 
supplementary question on this question may I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
through \ou to tell this House the poIi(‘y of the (lovernment about the 
increment of family allowances H 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable members 
will permit me I want to take an early opportunity to make a comprehen- 
sive statement giving all the facts about the total number of prisoners at 
the present time, the number of security prisoners and othervS under deten- 
tion, the number of prisoners leleased, what is the policy a.s regards allow- 
ances, etc., and lay on the Librars Table three copies of the latest rules 
and regulations under which the\ are maintained and also one or two new 
orders that wa* passed and w’hicli are not included in those rules and regula- 
tions. I havt‘ sj)oken to the Hou’l>le Speaker and he has asked me to see 
him tomorrow'. As soon as 1 get an opportunity I shall do so. The 
advantage will be that a large number of questions that are now pending 
may be easily (li.sposed of and the members wdll also get all the information 
that they require from the statement that I shall place before the House. 
So I hope with your consent and with the consent of the members I may l>e 
allowed to do that. 

Family allowanca to security prisoner Mr. Nishitha NatK Kundu. 

*8. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MA4UMDAR: lu) With reference to 
the reply given to starred question No. 60 on the 24th March hist, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be please<l to state — 

(i) whether the ‘Spending dci ision’* referred to in clause (a) (ii) has 
been taken; 

(u) what is the “important question of jK>licy” which was referred to; 

(lit) what is the decision Government have arrived at relating to the 
said question of policy; and 

(ir) whether Mr. Kundu’s petition has been granted? 

t6) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof P 

The HofflMe Khwpia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Nishitha Nath Euiidu was 
released from custody in June, 1943. The necessity for answering the 
present question does not arise. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OUTTA: May I know the GoTernment 
policy regarding the allowance to be granted to the family members of a 
security prisoner who is a member of this House, by whose detention the 
members of his family have been deprived of the supplementary income? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that if the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin is inclined 
to answer this, when he makes a statement, he may include it also. 

The Hofi'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Yes, 1 shall do so. 

Family allomnoe of soourity prisoner Kazi Md. Mohsin Reia. ^ 

•9. Mtr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Dei>artment be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that — 

(t) Kazi Md. Mohsin Keja is a security prisoner in Alipore Central Jail; 

ill) before his arrest he was the clerk-in-chaige of the Majdia Special 
Co-operative Debt Settlement Board Office in Nadia; 

(iii) he was the sole earning member of his family consisting of his wife 
and several children, who are now in great distress; and 

{iv) he has sent several [)etitioi»s and leminders to the Deputy Secretary, 
Home Department, and a letter to Ilon’blo Minister in charge of 
Home Dejmrtment for family allowance? 

{b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of granting him a suitable family allowame at an 
early date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8lf Nazimuddin): to) ul No, he has since been released. 

iii) Yes. 

ini) He was the sole earning member of his family consisting of his wife 
and two children. After his arrest his younger brother used to help his wife 
with Rs.lO per mensem. 

vir) Y’es. 

{h) A fnnuly allowance of RxS.dO per mensem has been sanctioned to 
Maulvi Md. Mohsin Heja for the |)eriod of his detention. 

OiiMnoaie of dieaaaee in the Jail hospital. 

*10. Mr. RADANATH DAS: to) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Dejmrtment be pleased to state whether cases not diagnosed 
proj>erly in the Jail hospital are sent to the Medical College Hospital or 
any other hospital for pro|»er and '^arefiil diagno^Ji.s 

(b) If the answer to i?* the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if this practice is extended to the Division III prisoners? 

^r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 



1944.] 


QUESTIONS. 


19 


Khan iahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo KImaJa 
Sir NazinMlddin); (tf) and {b) The honoumble member is referred to rule 597 
of the Bengal Jail Code, Volume I, Part I (7th Editiou). The rule applies 
to all prisoners irrespective of Division. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Starred question No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I suggest, Sir, that 
this question be held over as I am not finding the relevant papers y 

Mr. SPEAKER. The question is held over. 

Scheduled Caste hostel for tho post-graduate students in Caloutta. 

•12. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (</) Is the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Education Department aware that theie i" no Scheduled Caste Hostel 
for the post-graduate students in Calcutta? 

(6) It the answer to u/) is in the attirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if an\, he proposes to take in (he matter? 

MINISTER in charge of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon^hlo 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

ih) No action is ({intemplated at present. 

Duration of stay of an officer of Education Department. 

•13. Mauivi Md. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the Uon’ble 

Miui.ster in charge of the Education Depaitment he pleased to state — 

(o) how long the Ileadinavter of the IVimar\ Training Schfiol at 
Krishnagar has been serving there as such ; and 

(b) whether his transfer is due now? 

The Hon^bio Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Since the 18th March, 

1987. 

(h) There is no haid and fa^t rule about the peritKlical transfer of 
teatheis emplo\e<l in the Departmeni They aie allowed to einitinue at a 
station i\< long as they exercise a beneficial influeme (here, unless there 
aie administrative reasons for tran.sfer. 

MauIvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the lloiChle Minister be pleased 
to state whether tliere is any tiuie-liinit at all to anybody serving as Head- 
master in a particular place? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not think that there is 
any time-lifhit. 


Price of Juto. 

•14. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Will the Hor/ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce, I>abour and Industries Department be 
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pieMed to state what steps the Government have taketi so far for securing? 
fair price for jute for the cultivators during the coming season? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): In June, the 
Indian Jute Mills Afwociation fixed maximum prices, at which the member 
mills may purchase raw jute. The Government of Bengal considered those 
pnces t(» he rather low, and approached the Government of India for raising 
the maximum at least to be in parity with the prices of manufactured goods. 
The Government of India have promised to consider the matter sympathetic- 
ally. In the meantime, the problem has been complicated by the short 
supply of coal to jute mills, which has caused a number of them to close 
down, and has very seriously affected production. The prices of manufactured 
goods }|ave lately declined. This Government are watching the situation 
carefully and will not hesitate to take such ameliorative action as may from 
time to time be necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact (hat the jute priees at the present moment are again 
having a tendency towards a decline after having a short period of rise 
during the last two weeks? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 think that the tendency 
is slightly towards a decline. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that one patent reason for 
the decline is the non-utilisation or non-purchase of raw jute by the jute 
mills as a result of a number of thepi having had to close down not only 
because of want of coal supply but also liecause of retiuisitioning of their 
godowns thus making it impossible for them to function? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: There are many factors 
whioh have been responsible for this decline. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8! Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is also a reason for the decline in the price of 
jute that the cultivation of jute for the next season has not been regulated 
by Government? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I do not agree with that 
supposition of the honourable member. 

Matlivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state regarding the ameliorative measures referred to in% the answer 
whether Government have decided on any action to be taken? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: The matter is under 
oonsideratioiu 
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•15t Mf. !■ G« KENNEDY, {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department be j)leased to state — 

(i) what is the existing Government machinery for distribution of 

improved paddy seeds to the cultivator; and 

(ii) Vhat steps have been taken by Government to implement the recom- 

mendation of the Bengal Paddy and Rice Enquiry- Committee that 
a comprehensive seed supply service should be instituted as soon 
as possible? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Bengal Paddy and Rice 
Enquiry Committee described the institution of a comprehensive seed supply 
service as “one of the most urgent of our agricultural reforms”? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): Distribution of im]>roved i>ud(ly seeds to 

( ultivators is being made (1) through the staff of the Agriculture Department, 
aiol (2) through jirivute farms of recognised growers. 

(ii) The s(’heme for improving and expanding the staff of the Agriculture 
Department so as tx) provide a comprehensive seed supjily service as recom- 
mended by the Bengal Paddy and Rice Enquiry Committee could not be 
given effect to during the ]K*ndency of the war. 

Various war time emergency (rrow More Food schemes have however been 
put into operation such as (1) the Rice Development Scheme under wliieh 
21 varieties of Departmtuital am/iv paddies are being multiplied and bought 
back for distribution to other cultivators, (2) the aus paddy 194d-44 scheme 
under which d8,0(X) inaunds of Departmental paddy were bought and distri- 
buted to growers, and (d) the ]94d-44 awan paddy scheme under which some 
2A lakhs maunds of j)addy of which about 70,000 W(*re of Departmental 
strains. The last two schenie.s do not ensure any further spread under 
Government agency. In addition, 1} lakh maunds largely of l)e|)artmental 
Patnai paddy was supplied to the Midnapore cyclone-affccted area. 

A scheme of a more iH*rmanent nature although sanctione.l in the first 
instance for 3 years is the ans and avian purchase and storage scheme under 
which the Department will buy up at harvest and store for sale to cultivatf>rs 
a quantity of Deiiartmental aais and amnn paddies in each district, the total 
for the Province being 30,000 maunds <>f au» and 110,000 maunds of avian. 
The Director of Agriculture will be provided with Rs. 33, 94. 000 to effect 
these transactions and an extra staff which includes 12 District Agricultural 
Officers. 

{h\ Yes; but* as explained above effect could not be given io the recom- 
mendation during the pendency of the war. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the distribution of paddv seeds to cultivators 
3 



22 


QUESTIONS. 


[1st Feb., 


(iolay had occurred iu numerous caset^ a result of which the seeds supplied 
to cultivators could not he used in the season for which the seed was 
supplied F 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Delay is not the only reason. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is my honourable friend aware that in 
many oases distribution of paddy seeds was made in terms of Re. 1 <)r Rs. 2 
per head to the cultivators in cash in lieu of paddy seeds because no seed 
was available? 

Mr. RA81K LAL BI8WA8: CRm ‘rnment are not aware. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will ihe Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in many ca.ses no seed was distributed but money 
only was distributed and a receipt was taken saying, “received for ])add> 
seeds’ ’ ? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: (Tovernment aie not aware. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May 1 ^nve definite infonn.ilion 
to Government that this was done all over Murslndabad distnct, and if the 
honourable Purliamenturv Secretary is not awaie. will be pbMsed to 
persuade his Government to make an emjuirv into the matter ? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: If spe<’ific cases are bnui^dit to Govein- 
numt's notice, Government will emiuire into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Gn a point of order. Sir; my honour- 
ahle friend, Mr. Rasik lail Hiswas, answers in a strain as if he is the Govern- 
ment. If he does not f(dIou the rules which aie enjt)ined upon him, at least 
he must not use the term “Government”, and unless he refers to a definite 
decision of Government he is not eutithul to do so. lie can at most use the 
expression, namely, that my honourable friend, tht‘ Minister in charge, may 
be ])leased to empiire. He is merely a as ytiu call it in 

Ueiigali. 

Mr. BREAKER: Dr. Sauvu) , you are referring to the rules in the 
Bengal Secretariat Manual which is not the property of this House, and 
therefore I cannot enforce those rules. That is my ditficulty. That is why 
I said, “I am shortly calling a conference b'aders in this matter to make 
things clear”. In the meantime 1 hope the Rarliamentarv Secretaries will 
kindly read the Bengal Secretariat Manual and frame their answers 
accordingly. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Are we to understand that in 
the meantime, as there is nothing in our rules to prevent a Parliamentary 
Secretary from pretending to be a Minister, he will continue to do so? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question of preteinling to be like a 
Minister because according to our rules iiny member can answer a (luestion 
on behalf of the Minister concerned if the power is delegated to him. But 
here that function has been delegated. The question that concerns us now 
is only about the form of the answer to he made by a Ihirliunientary 
Secretary. I understand there is a provision made for the purpose by rules 
by the IJengal Government and these rules are incorporated in the Bengal 
Secretariat Manual which lays down the form of the answer. I hope that 
form will be properly adhered to until a decision is taken on the point at a 
conference of the leaders of this House. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY; Will th(‘ Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to tell 
us, arising out of the answer tr> (juestion (iV), precisely whether the 
comprehensive seed supi)ly service re< lunmemhal by the Bengal Paddy and 
Bice Enquiry Committee cannot be put into effect during the jKMidency of 
the war!'' 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: That rc(juir(‘s a good deal of expenditur'e 
which ha.s been withheld for the time being but as soon us the war is over, 
It will be done. 

Mr. A. F. STARK; Will tli.‘ Ilon’ble Mmistei be pleased to state if it 
is not a fact that the Seed Sup|>!\ .S<‘rviee is a part of the “Grow More Fmnl” 
scheme and whethrw all funds tor the “Grow More EooiP’ sclnmie may I)e 
obtained from (be ( io\ crnnietil ot Indiay 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Tin* “Grow More Food” sebeme has been 
taken up in various wa> s but not in the wa_\ in wbicdi it has just now been 
suggested. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is the Jlon'blc Minister aware 
that in the district of Bankura ,th(‘ sc(*ds supplied were inferior in (piality 
as admitted by the Director of Agriculture to whom a sample was sent? 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is another point of order. My 
friend again >ays “1 am not aware”. Nobody c.ares whether he is aware 
or not. He has got to say either “My friend the Minister in charge i» aware 
or Government is aware”. Me know that .some Parliamentary S(*(TetaiieH 
are ignorant of many tilings, but that will not help us. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope so long as this question is not finally Hettled, 
a Parliamentary Secretary in answering a question will say “My ilon’blq 
friend or the HolCble Minister in charge of this department will do this or 
will do that”. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: How can the Parliamentary 
Secretary say that the Hon’ble Minister is not aware P (Laughter.; 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aniwers to which were laid on the table) 

SaUiriei of Hindu coattol guards In Sutahata polico-ftation. 

1. SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how long the Hindu coastal gruards in Sutahata police-station, 
Midnapore, have not been paid their salaries; 

(h) what is the reason therefor; and 

(c) what are their duties? 

The Hofi^blo Khuraia Air NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The Hindu Coast Guards 
in Siilahata police-station, Midnapore, except those who have been recently 
appointed, have been paid up to May, 1943. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) To keep a watch for and report any suspicious occurrence such as 
the movement of unidentified aircraft or the appearance or assembly of sea- 
borne craft in suspicious circumstances, etc. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: For how many montlis the 
salaries of these coastal guards remained unpaid ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It has })een already re})]ied that 
they have been paid up to May, 1943. This was true when the rej)ly to the 
question was sent. I have no rea.son to believe that the payments have not 
been made up to date. 

Dalay in daliuary of lattars of seourity prisoners of Buxa Special Jail. 

2. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

{^i) whether letters of security prisoners sent from and to the Buxa 
Special Reserve Jail are delayed during despatch and delivery by 
the censoring authorities; 

(cf) whether many letters sent a month ago have not yet been received 
by the addressees; and 

(tfi) whether more than thousand letters have not yet been despatched 
and have still been held back? 

» (6) If so, what steps does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take for the 

early despatch of letters? 

The Hon’Mo Kfiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) My information is that 
there had been some delay in the past: additional staff for censoring has since 
been posted and there is no delay now. 
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(ii) I hare no information. 

{ill) No. 

(b) I refer the honourable member to my Jteply to (a) of the question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, throu^fh you may I 
inform the Hon’ble Minister that this general question of not getting 
letters a^d delay in delivery of letters all these things are coming to this 
House for three or four years 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a supplementary question. 1 am not 
going to allow it. 

Family allowanoe of certain security prisoners. 

3. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Political) Department aware — 

(i) that Babu Jogesh Phandra Palit, district Bankura, the only earn- 
ing man of his family arrested on the 7th September. 1942, 
applied on the 9lh Marcli, for a monthly allowance; 

{ii) that Babu Bhuteswar Pariya, district Midnapore, the only earning 
memlK*r ot his family arrested o-n the 17th March, 1943, applied 
for a monthly allowan('e; 

{iri} that the aforesaid prisoners have been detained in the Midnapore 
Central Jail as security prisoners; 

(tv) that the families of the aforesaid prisoners are in gnMit difficulty 
due to ahiioimal ri.so in the prices of the foodstuffs and other daily 
necessaries of life; 

(e) that the aforesaid prisoners have received information from the 
Government that their applications are being considered ; and 

(fi) that the considerations of the Government were intimated to them 
long time ago? 

(h) If the replies to (a) (t) and (n) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of granting their monthly allowances 
from the date of their arrests in view of the abnormal time and the difficulties 
of the families in the absence of any earning member? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) Yes, but he is not the 

only earning member of his family. 

(ii) and (tii) Yes. 

(it?) to (t?i) and (b) Babus Jogesh Chandra Palii and Bhuteswar Pariya 
have been granted Ils.l5 and Rs.iO respectively as family allowance with 
effect from their date of arrest. 

IncrMse of family aJIOMranco of a aacurity prisonor. 

4. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAilUMDAR; (a) With reference 
to the reply given to the supplementary starred question No. 67 on the 
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Z4nd February, ]f)43, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home 
(Jails) Department be pleased to state whether the Government have 
received any fresh petitions fym Jamini Babu on the 26th February, 1943, 
and 5th May, 1943, giving tne details of the present circumstances of hia 
family? 

(/j) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that — 

(t) the printing press, yielding, according to the Government informa- 
tion, a monthly in(;ome of Its. 15 to Jamini Babu’s family, had to 
be sold away for paying off the debts and liabilities incurred for 
running the press during the detention of Jamini Babu; 

(*«) the family have been deprived of the said monthly income of Rs,15 
from the press as a result thereof ; and 

(t/f) the monthly allowance of Its. 15 granted to the family of Jamini 
Babu, consisting of six members, is insufficient especially in these 
days of abnormally high pric^es of foodstuffs and other necessary 
articles ? 

(c) If so, is the Ilon’ble Minister <*onsidpring the desirability of increas- 
ing the amount of monthly allowance granted to the family of Jamini Babu? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
tliereof ? 

The Hofi’Me KKeraJa Sir NAZiMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(5) (i) I have no information about why the printing press ha.s been sold 

away. 

(iV) and (tu) Yes. 

(c) The amount of monthly allowance has been increased to Rs.30. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Family allowanoa to aoourity prisoner Babu Pramatha Nath Banerjeo of 

Gontai. 

5. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the TTome (Jails) Department he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that — 

(i) Babu Pramatha Nath Banerjee of Pontai in the district of Midna- 
jK)re was arrested under rule 129 of the Ih'feuce of India Rules 
in 1942; 

(it) the arrest was made while be was engager! in organising Tillage 
Defence Gommittees according to the request and suggestion of 
the then SulKlivisioual Officer, Contai ; 

(iiV) he was detained in Midnaj^ore Central Jail as a security prisoner; 

(iw) he is under heavy debt; 

(t;) his business is practically ruined; and 
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(vi) he applied to ,tbe Government for a suitable allowance for mainten- 
ance of his big family and for payment of his debt P 

(6) If the answers to (a) (ir) to (vi) are in the aflirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take 
in the matter? 

(c) Js it a fact that his privileges to get interviews from his relations 
which he was enjoying for the last one year have been recently stopped? 

(d) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of restoring 
those privileges to the said prisoner? 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDfN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii), (tv) and (r) No. 

{lit) and {vi) Yes. 

(h) Prayer for family allowance has l>een rejected. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The answer to <|uestion (n){v ) — whether 
his business is practically ruined — is “No’’. Will the ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the present average inc>ome monthly of the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notire. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Are there any data for saying that 
the business lias not been ruined? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir; the prisoner at that time 
had kerosene and petnd business but due to petrol restriction there was 
certainly a drop in bis income but the business did not com]»letely go out of 
existence. 


Medical treatment of Babu Kshetra Copal Chatterjee. 

6. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MALS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the TIoine (Political) Department be pleased to state that — 

(t) Babu Kshetra Gopal Chatterjee, Bankura, is detained in the 

MidnajKjre rentral Jail after his arrest on the IGth September, 

1942 : 

(//) ho fell ill a few days after his arrest and has Wen staying in the 
Jail hospital for nearly H months at intervals; 

(in) X'ray examination was necessary' for him for pniper diagnosis of 
his illness ; 

iir) he was once taken to Kharagpur for X'ray examination; 

(r) the examination was not |)ossible aa the apparatus was out of order; 
(ri) no further arrangement was made for his examination; 

(riY) he suffers from slow fever, nausea, vomiting and pain in the lungs? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afiGirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps that have been taken for his correct diagnosis 
and better treatment? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Sujxirintendent has recommended for his release on health ground? 

(d) Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of — 

(t) making arrangement for his better treatment; and 

(ii) releasing him for giving facility to his guardians for better treat- 
ment outside? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) He has since been 
released. 

(ii) During his detention he was in Jail hospital for nearly 8 months, 

off and on. 

(lit) to (v) Yes. 

(vi) Attempts were being made to procure the necessary films when the 
prisoner was released. 

(vit) He had not these symptoms at the time of release. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise in view of the answer to (a) (t) above. 


Midnapore Central Jail Hospital. 

7. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL; ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) l)ei»artment be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that — 

(i) the hospital of the Mi<liuiiK)re Central Jail has Wcome congested by 

the increasing number of patients; 

(ii) the local Jail authorities are not in a piisition to treat each and 

every patient properly; and 
(ni) the death rote has increased in the said jail? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the TIon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state w.bat action he proi^xses to take in the matter? 

(r) Is it n fact that the wells and tanks in the said jail often liecome dry 
and thereby cause great inconvenience for water supply ? 

(d) If the reply to (r) is in the affirmative, will the TIon’ble Minister be 
pleai^od to state what action he projxises to take for the re-excavati<m of 
the said wells? 

Tht Hon’blo Kbwaia Sir NAZIMUODIN: (a) (t) Has not become con- 
gested now. 

(u) No 
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(ni) Ye». 

(b) A third Sub- Assistant Surgeon has since beiui api*ointed. 

(c) Like all other wells of Midnapore the jail wells also bei'oine dry 
for a very’ short period. 

(d) As the tanks are never dry the (piestion of re-excuvution does not 
arise present. 


Export of rice from several districts. 

8. Sj. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the TIon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Civil Supj)]ies ]h*partinent be plea.sed to la\ (Ui the Table a statement 
showing — 

(a) the quantity of rice exported during the iH*ri(Hi from Ist April to 
15th June, IWd, from the districts of — 

(i) Mymensingh, 

(ri) Bogra, 

{ill) IMnajpur, 

(ir) Malda, 

( 1 ') Bakarganj, 

(ri) Khulna, and 
(vti) 24-rargana8 ; 

(h) the ([uantity of rice lH>oked from these districts to Calcutta and 
Howrah stations b\ railway, steamer and Is^at ; and 

(c) the names of the agents licensed to exjK>rt such rice? 

The Hofi’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! (jovernment do not compile 
figures of intra district movements. They have no statistics or figures or 
registers in their possession that can furnish the information required. 

8J. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: During the period 1st April to Joth June 
export of rice from one district to another was made under permits issued 
by the district authorities and they must have kept a record of permits 
issued by them during this period. AVhy is it not possible for the Minister 
then to answer this question ? 

The H0fl*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not think the honour- 
able member is right when he says that all exports were made under permits. 
Soon after we came into office we abolished even the regional barriers then 
existing. 

fj. A8HUT08H LAHIRI; I say, Sir, that during this period export 
of rice from one district to another was made only on the issue of permits. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon'ble Minister says that is not so. 
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AppointmenU made by the District Magistrate of Pabfia. 


9* Mfi At Mt ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hou’ble Minister in ch^irge 
of the Il<^venue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of new appointments (new recruits) made by the 
present District Magistrate in the Pabna Oollectorate as well as 
the de{>artments under his control including A.K.r. at 
Tshurdi ; 

(h) the number of them that are — 

(i) Muslims, 

(li) Caste Hindus, and 
(in) Scheduled Castes; 

(r) whethor in niakini? the apid.intinenls the Communal Ratio Rule 
was olwerv’ed ; 

(^/) the numl)er of va(*ancies that have l)een filled up by j>romotion ; and 

(e) the number of them that have gone to Muslims? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (u) (id. 

(h) (i) ai. 

(ii) 21. 

(Hi) 8. 

(r) Yes. 

{(f) and (c) There has l>een no jx^rmanent vacancy in the ui)i>er division 
of the Pabna (ollectorute. There were, however, two officiating vacancies. 
These were filled in by ap|X)inting one Mtislim and one Hindu. 


Sale and removal of cattle. 

10. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will th(^ Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Deputment be pleased to state— 

(i) whetber (Government are aware that for the last few months an 
unpreeedeiited sale and removal of cattle and buffaloes have been 
going on in nuxst parts of the Province; 

{ii) whether (Government have maintained any rei>ort regarding the 
IKxmtion of live-stock in the rural areas of Bengal for enabling 
them to find out the adecjuacy or otherwise of sup[)ly for purposes 
of agriculture and for milk supply; and 

(iti) whether it is a fact that as a conse<]uence of the sale and removal 
of cattle and buffaloes from many parts of Bengal great difficulty 
is being exiierienced by the people for want of suitable supply of 
bullocks for agriculture? 
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(h) If the answer to {a) is in the aftinnative, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, (Government proiKKse to take to tackle 
the problems arising out of this situation ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain): {a) {i) Yes, I am aware of the fact that the demand for cattle 
for slaughter for the supply of meat to the military has increased consider- 
ably in some of the districts of Bengal during the past year or so. The 
lure of good prices offered by the military contractors is tempting the 
cultivators to part with even their g(»od cattle and in ('(msequence plough 
bullocks, young stock and cows are all being sold in some of the tlistricts. 
But there is not much demand for buffaloes. 

(ii) Information regarding the imsition generally of live-stock in the 
rural areas of the Brovince is maintained by (loveniment. But it is not 
possible to make an exact estimate of the cattle sold throughout the Pro- 
vince during the jmst year in connection with meeting the demands of the 
military. 

(lii) Yes, it is rejxirted that the cultivators ex}>erienced diffii’ulty iis a 
conse([uen('e of the sale and removal of the cattle in some of the districts. 
But this was not for want of suitable supply of bullocks for agriculture. 

(h) As the sales of cattle are entirely voluntary and as the purchases are 
made by the military authorities for military |inir|>oses through the military 
contractors it seems difficult to control such sales. I am, however, to state 
that the Government of India have since forbidden the slaughter of cuttle 
under 10 years of age, of pregnant cows, of mihdi cows and of w'orking 
cattle used for transportation. If these directions l)e followed by the 
military authorities nothing further would require to Ih^ done in the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; With reference to the (luestion of sale 
and removal of cattle the answer sujijdied in (fod) .states that there has 
been a large sale Wcause of demand for cattle for slaughter for supply of 
meat to the military; will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the military have expressed their desire to co-o])erate in the 
matter of (d)taining tlwdr supply ()f meat from outside this jirovim'e if suit- 
able representation to that effect is madeP 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: G <»vf*rnment is not aware. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I have got your 
consent for an adjournment motion and the adjournment motion reads thus: 

“This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the distress and panic 
prevailing in many parts of Bengal due to continued rise in the prices of rice 



32 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[IsT Feb., 

and paddy from the beginning of December last, following the announce- 
ment of the Bengal Government’s Aman Purchase Sciieme based upon the 
appointment of a limited number of big Calcutta merchants as their Chief 
Agents for procuration.” 

I have got your consent and I take this opportunity to hand over, as the 
rule requires, the brief statement which 1 have already given to you for your 
perusal. I would like to have the leave of the House for taking \ip the 
adjournment motion today, if possible, or at the earliest possible opportunity^ 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T am afraid that I must 
object to this because I do not agree with the basis of the motion itself. 
There is no rise in prices throughout Bengal. As a matter of fact, anybody 
who is in touch with the market will know that there is a fall in prices in 
many parts of Bengal. There is also no panic prevailing except the attempts 
that are being made to engineer such a pani(*. If you will see the reports 
in the papers of the members of that party wliicli is trying to create thii 
panic, in the country you will find thal even if there is a ris(? in pric-e of only 
4 annas per maund, it is reported that prices are soaring in such and such 
places that prices are leaping up in such and sucli other places. 
(Mr. S.\SANKA Sekiiar Sanyai.: You do not know tlie viiliu' of 4 annas) 
Unfortunately, there is a deliberate attemj)t on the part of certain 
jiersons 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This will be disc UHS(*d lattT and if my 
friend can convince the House that there has been no rise 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The point is this The 
adjournment motion is founded on a false basis, luimely, that of distress 
and panic existing on ai'count of rise in prices. There is no rise in prices 
and there is no panic. There is obviously some distress which has been 
handed down from the past because I still maintain — I have already stated 
it — that at these prices there is a very large section of the people that cannot 
afford to purchase the foodgrains. But that is an entirely different matler. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to this objection, I 
would like to make a present of a series of cuttings from new^spapersK 

Mr. 8PEAKER! We are not discussing that now. I think I ought to 
read out the statement on which the adjournment motion is sought to be 
based. The short statement runs thus: “Reports have been received and 
are daily pouring in regarding the existence and continued growth of 
distress and panic in most parts of mufassal Bengal due to steady and in 
some places sudden rise in the prices of rice and paddy after a brief period 
of falling prices immediately following the harvesting of the crop in 
November. On the 1st December, 1943, the Government of Bengal 
announced through a Press Note published in the Calcutta papers on 2nd 
Deeemlber, 1943, their Aman Purchase Scheme one of the principal features 
of which was stated to be that ’All purchases of rice and paddy on behalf 
of Government will be entrusted to a Purchasing Board consisting of not 
more than five firms of very high standing’ and ‘these firms to be designated 
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as Chief Agents will buy in specific districts principally through agents 
appointed from amongst local rice and paddy dealers/ It is widely felt 
that the prices in the mufassal began to rise mainly as a consequence of this 
poli(‘y and the iniproi)riety of the api>oiutmeiH of a few big Calcutta 
merchants as the Chief Agents of Government is sought to be discussed in 
this motion.” 

Thobe are the facts on which this adjournment motion is sought to be 
based. Mr. Suhrawardy has said something about it, but 1 would allow him 
to speak, if lie so likes, with regard to the last part. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: On a point of order, Sir. Is a speech necessary at 
this stage? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question of speech. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: It is now for you to ascertain whether a sutficient 
number of members are in favour of this motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, orde r. Yes, Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: You will see, Sir, that in the 
statement there is no question of panic at all. Panic may be one of the 
reasons which may induce the Hou.se to grant permisvsion to move an 
adjouniTiient motion on tlie ground of its being a definite matter of public 
importance or something of that kind. Jn that statement it is sought to 
be alleged that rise in prices in mufassal was due to the fact that five 
persons were going to be aiijiointed for the purchase and not more than 
five, that is to say, the rise in prices is merely <lne to this announcement. 
Whether tliere is an\ thing more ridiculou.s or luugliable than this state- 
ment I do not know It is <juite clear that thi^ motion is merely an 
indirect attemjit to criticise the appointment of these people, and on this 
the question of distress and panic is being hung. 

Now, Sir, I submit that the question of apiiointmeni of these jieople does 
not form the subject-matter of this adjournment motion. If there is any- 
thing w'hich will induce you to give permi.s.sion it will be the question 
whether there h distre.^s or panic due to thi.s uniHMincement ; and as 1 have 
already pointed out in the statement which just lets the cat out of the bag 
there in no question of distress or panic but a mere statement that ow'ing 
to this announcement the prices began to rise. That is, in my submission, 
no question of a definite matter of public importance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not see any reason why this adjournment motion 
should be disallowed. It relates to a matter of urgent public importance 
and I would allow this adjournment motion, provided the requisite number 
of members rise in their seats in favour of the motion. (After the reijuisite 
number of members rose in their seat.s in favour of the motion.) Leave i» 
granted. The motion will be discussed after Asar prayer. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 also asked for leave to move 
an adjournment motion regarding »oine assault, to which you gave your 
consent. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: But ihe rules say that if one adjournment motion is 
allowed to he moved in one sitting, other motions cannot be moved. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Sir, the rules are only for the 
purfmne of admission. The rules state that more than one adjournment 
motion cannot he moved in one sitting, hut the rules do not state that 
more tiian one adjournment motion cannot he admitted in one sitting. 
When 1 have received your consent, I pray that you will declare tlfat this 
motion is also in order, and you will please waive its urgency. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite see your point. You want to say that I 

should allow this motion and fix some other date for discussion. 1 think 

there have heen occasions in the past like this when adjournment motions 
have heen allowed and then they have been discussed on suhseciuent dates. 
But to my Tiiind it appears that the very essence of an adjournment motion 
is that it should he moved on that very particular day. The language of 
an adjournment motion is: “The House do now adjourn.. the 

importance of the subject is .such that all other business must he postponed 
for the day and this matter should be taken up. This is the Budget Session 
and you will have ample opp(utunity ot discus.sing e\er\ matter. The 
mutter in (piestion in the other adjournment motion is not such that it 
cannot wait. It can wait and it can he discussed during the Budget 

Session. vSo, I think that it will not he tail to allo\\ the other mol ion — — 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before >ou tinallN d.sallo^^ the 
motion, Sir, may 1 make a submission ? W<* all agree that the es^tmce of 

an adjournment motion is that it must he moved at the earliest oppor- 
tunity, hut so far as tin* movei is concerned he has (‘oniidied with the 
re([uirenients and as Spc^aker it is for \ou to find out whtdher the motion 
answers the other requirements, naniel\ , urgeiiev. public imimrtance and 
all tliat and if you find that the motion is otherwi.se in order and that it 
cannot he moved on acimunt of circumstances over whiidi the mover has 
no control and if \ou find that tlie matter is of some importance we look up 
to you to give us an opportunity to discuss this matter. 

itli regard to \()ur observation regarding getting opjiortuuitie.s during 
the Budget discussion. 1 submit that we on the Opposition have experience 
to our cost that during Budget diseussions such numerous maiters of 
importance do come in that it is very difficult to choose between one and 
the other. They are absolutely crowded out. As a matter of fact, very 
essential motions have got to he droppeil on account of want of time. So 
1 submit on behalf of m> jjarty and on behalf of the tlpposition in general, 
if you agree that the matter is of some importance — it is undoubtedly of 
great importance so far as the provime is eom^erned— when there have 
heen hthi charges, pnnut facie nothing could have been of greater magni- 
tude and importance ^ 

W*** SPEAKER: You are speaking of lathi charges, but there is no 
reference to that in the motion. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Not lath charges but assaults. 
So far as the p^e^ellt week is concerned the business is not such us to 
occupy the entire time of the House. May we not look up to you to make 
an adjustment between the rules as they are and the requiremeuts of 
the occasion y 1 think. Sir, that it is possible to make an adjustment aud 
it is quite within your power to waive the urgency and to have the matter 
discussed either tomorrow or some other day. 

Mr. Ni8HITHA NATH KUNDU: This is the third i)ccasi()n when 
there has been an assault on security prisoners during the incumbency of 
the present Ministry. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Kundu, you are not permitted to make a speech 
on your motion at this stage. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to impress on you the 
importance of tliis matter. It is very important and very urgent. We 
have complied with llie rules in tabling the motion and we should not be 
dejirived of tlie right to <li^cus^ the motion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Onler, order. It is not necessary to hear everybody 
on this matter. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: A.s a member 1 would like to draw 
>our attention to the assertion of the llcm’ble (diief Minister tliat In* did 
not coiiMder it necessary to look into a riot whi<h liad o«’curred in the 
jail comjiound, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I cannot allow that. Sir Nazimuddiii, 
I would like to know one thing from you before 1 give my decision. 
Mr. San>al has stated that this week there is not mmdi work to be done. 
Do you agree to that ^ ' 

The Hon’ble KhwajaSir NAZIMUDDIN: On the other hand, Sir. 1 think 
that our jirogramijie i'* a very I’ongested one. As memiiers know we intend 
to have a very long ses??ion, (’(‘rtaiiil\ wc* have got some work whieh must 
be finished before the end of Maridi and any int«Tlererj(“e with that 
programme will •>eriousl\ atleet ver\ imiMUlant husines.s. 

Mr. SASANKHA SEKHAR SANYAL: From the revised agenda which 
the Seeretary has eir<*ulated wa* find tliat some amount of businesn will be 
carried over from this week to next wi-ek. We cannot say that thing.s 
which have not been di.sp(>sed of thi^ week could not he disposed of next 
week. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have myself looke<l into the programme. Sir 
Nazimuddin has given his opinion and I have also got the opinion of the 
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Leader of tlie Opposition who himself has stated that the programme for 
this week cannot possibly be finished during this week. That is what the 
Leader of the Opposition (I mean Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq) spoke to me on 
the ’phone about it. So I do not think that the work to be done during 
this week is very light. On the other hand, it may not be possible to finish 
it. Apart from that the real point is whether Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu's 
adjournment motion should be allowed. It relates to some alleged, assault 
on security prisoners in jail. We all know that even today there has been 
an answer to a question regarding an assault in a jail. (Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Boy: A very unsatisfactory reply.) I am not concerned w'ith the nature 

of the reply. It relates to an incident w'hich is past. (Bai Harendra 

Natii (hiAUi)iiURi : But a recurring incident.) Yes, it will recur so long 
as circumstances continue to be favourable to it, but that is no reason why 
you cannot wait for 15 days. I think that the adjournment motion 
regarding food is urgent and is more important in this sense that it may 
have its effects afterw^ards. (Bai Harendra Natii CiiArDHURi : It has 
got precedence already.) So I have allowed that, and 1 think the other 

matter can be discussed during the Budget discussion. I consider that 

also important but not so very urgent. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Biilp 1943. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 beg leave to 
submit the re))ort of the Select Committee on the Bengal Agricultural 
Iu<u)me-tax Bill, 194d. I may add that copie.s of tlie Bill have already 
been circulated to honourable members. 

Ordinances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mr. Speaker, may I. 
have your permission under section 88(.L^)(o) of the Government of India 
Act, 1985, to lay before the As.sembly tlie Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Bepatriation and Belief) Ordinan(*e, 1948 p 

May I have your permission under section 88(I?)(o) of the Government 
of India Act, lt)85, to lay before the Assembly the Bengal Alienation of 
Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 1948? 

Amendments to Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the following amendments proposed in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules, namely : — 

“In Rule 54— 

(а) in sub-rule (J) the words ‘if he is a member of the Assembly* 

shall be omitted; 

(б) sub-rule ( 4 ) shall be omitted; 
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(c) sub-rule (5) shall be renumbered as sub-rule {4) and to sub-rule (•3) 

aa 80 renumlbered the following proviso shall he added, 
namely : — 

‘Provided that if a Minister who is not a member of the Assembly 
is the Chairman of a Select Committee, then in the case of 
an equality of votes, he shall not have the casting vote but 
shall decide the question before the Committee by the draw- 
ing of lots in such manner as he may determine/ 

(d) sub-rule (6) shall be renumbered as sub-rule (J). 

To Rule 55 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules the 
following proviso ehall be <added, namely: — 

‘Provided that the provisions of this rule shall not preclude the 
presence of departmental Secretaries or experts or the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary attached to the Minister in charge of the 
Department to which a Bill relates at the deliberations of a 
Select Committee for the purpovse of rendering to such Minister 
or to the Committee generally any assistance that may be 
necessary’.” 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. These rules 
have been only today laid on tbe table and were banded over to members 
as they were walking in. The rules provide that if the Government had 
published these amendments in the Gazette the introduction stage would 
have been eliminated. But tlicre is nothing in the rules which j)ermit 
such short notice that members would not be given any idea of what is 
coming ami on the very day when the members would be faced with an 
introduction, notice will be available. In view of this wo submit that due 
proper noti<‘e should be given. The Minister in charge knows how 
important rules are which are mainly the result of joint deliberations of 
all sections of the House. In view* of that, I trust he will have the 
courtesy to wait before he seeks to change the rules by handing in 
amendments at the last moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I have allowed him leave. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Without notice to anybody I 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is not on tbe Order Paper. It was received in my 
office. I passed orders accepting tbe short notice and I think it was 
circulated. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. It was not circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It has been circulated today. I think I accepted this 
short notice. You will have ample time. It is only now in the introduc- 
tion stage. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do we understand that it is 
only the introduction that is suggested? 

4 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Bengal Supervision of Orphanagep and Widom’ Homes Bill. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, may I say a few words 
about the su]>rai8sion of the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Supervision of Orphanajifes and Widows’ Homes Bill? The work of the 
Sele(;t Committee has been finished hnt the report has not been printed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Sir, ad interim reports cannot be taken 
by surprise, without any notice. 

Amendments to Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I committed a mistake. Leave was asked for 
introduction of amendments in the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules, and I have given my consent. I think, there is no objection. 

(No objection was raised.) 

The Secretary then announced that amendments to Rule 54 and Rule 
55 stand introduced. 


Bengal Supervision of Orphanages and Widows’ Homes Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. T was mentioning about 
the suhmissi(m of reports of Select Committees 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. Then* i's no 
st*ope in the rules for anybody to introduce a matter that is not on the 
Order Paper; secondly, to give us a surprise of the nature of an ad infen m 
report verbally without making the report available. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think, he is not placing before you the ad interim 
report. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On what item is he speaking then, 
Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I am stating is that if an honourable member 
of this Hou.se stands up to say something, I have got to hear him. The 
matter may not be on the agenda, but I have got the power to grant 
permission to an honourable member U) make a statement. 

The Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 was going to say 
something abo\it the reports of the >ielect Committees on the Bengal 
Supervision of Orphanages and Widows’ Homes Bill and the Bengal 
Secondary Education Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. With regard 
to these two Bills no observation can be made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question of making observations. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we want notice. 1 Hubmit that 
the statement my esteemed friend is seeking to make might embarrass ns so 
much that it would be in the nature of a reference to the House of some 
irregularities. I implore you. Sir, not to allow this matter to come up 
before the House without notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your right w’ill not in the least be prejiKticed. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Sir, the Asar prayer time is going to be 
murdered. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I was anxious to finish this matter in a few minutes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, regarding the Supt>r- 

vision of Orphanages and Widows’ Homes Bill, I want to say that the 
Select Committee has finished its wmrk. As regards the Sei^ondary Education 
Bill, 1 h avc already served notice that tlic time for submission of the final 
report of the Select Committc^e may he extended. That notice was 
circulated. Now, 1 ask your instructionH as to whether 1 should move that 
motion tuda\ . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have already allowed this adjournment motion: 
therefore J am not going to permit anybody to move any motion. Before 
1 adjourn for praters 1 think I have got to fix the time for the adjournment 
motion. Before tlnit I want to know from the H(msc what would be the 
most .suitable time for Asar prayer P 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: 4-30 p.m 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that ca.se I shall henceforth adjourn tlie Hou.se for 
Asar prayer at 4-30 p.m. I fix the time for discuHsion of the adjournment 
motion at 0 p.m. 

(At this .'-tag<‘ the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

’ (After adjournnieni.) 

Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 hope no apology is necMled lo 
introduce today, the first day of a prolonged se.s.sion of the Bengal Barlia- 
ment, a debate on one aspect of the food situation in the province which is 
agitating the public mind very seriously. 

I beg to move that this Assembly do now adjourn to dis< uss a definite 
matter of urgent public Importance and of nK;ent occurrence, namely, the 
distress and panic i)revailing in many parts of Bengal due to continued rise 
in the price^^ of rice and paddy from the beginning of December last, follow- 
ing the annountemenl of the Bengal Government’s A nuin Purchase Scheme 
ba.sed upon the appointment of a limited number of big Calcutta merchants 
as their chief agents for procuration. 

Sir, one must be a very bold man indeed and 1 believe that even the 
boldness of my esteemed friend the Minister in charge of Civil Supplies 
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would fade into insignificance to assert in the face of stem realities and 
facts that prices in Bengal have not been rising up and that there is no 
distress or sign of panic in the provinca of Bengal due to the present 
' situation in the prices of rice and paddy. 

Sir, the Bengal Government take fullest responsibility for the policy 
that they are pursuing. There are many aspects of the food plan for 1944 
which may have to be taken up at different stages for discussion. For the 
present, Sir, this evening I propose to confine myself to one aspect of the 
food plan which in my humble opinion overshadows all other aspects of 
the scheme, viz., procurement through the assistance of a number of pet 
big (Calcutta dealers who are appointed as so-called chief agents on behalf 
of Government. On the Ist Decemher, 1943, Government announced their 
food plan for the new year. In the prelude to that plan Government 
emphasized that the main objects of the food plan are the restoration of 
confidence, sufficient control over the movements, distribution of supplies 
to ensure equitable distribution throughout the province and the continu- 
ance of price control for the purpose of reducing prices to lower and more 
economic levels. Before proceeding to speak any further, I would ask the 
honourable members generally and the Hon’ble Minister in charge in 

particular to ponder and realise if either two of these objectives, if not all 

the three, have been realised or are likely to be and on the way to realisation, 
viz., ertmiion of public confidence land the lowering of prices. In a Press 
^Note issued by the Government on the 24th November, 1943, Government 
admitted that in most places rice was offered for sale at a price considerably 
below the ceiling price then fixed. It w’as also stated in the same Press 
Note that Government agents refused to purchase rice even at Rs. 17 per 

maund in the district of Miduapore and rice was available in the Tangail 

subdivision at between Rs. 12 and Rs. 13 per maund, in Patuakhali at 
Rs. 16 per maund, in Brahmanbaria at about Rs. 12 per maund, in Midna- 
pore at Rs. 16-8 per mund and so on. I would like members of this House 
who come from various parts just to examine whether the present prices are 
anywhere near the prices which Government themselves had then announced. 

Sir, Government decided upon this measure of procuration some time 
towards the latter part of November. In the third week of November, the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies called together the Party 
Leaders of this House and a few others to discuss certain features of their 
scheme. Sir, although there was some difference of opinion about the 
advisability of purchase by Government or advisability of purchase at that 
stage, there was hardly any difference on this point that even if Govern- 
ment decided to buy and procure grains for various purposes, they should 
try to buy through local dealers and local agencies and not under any 
oircuinstances through big agents from outside, viz., from C’alcutta. This 
was the opinion, because, in the first place, it was made clear that the very 
objective that Government wanted to achieve, viz., the creation of public 
confidence, would be frustrated as soon as big dealers like Messrs. Shaw 
Wallace A €o. or Ispahanis or any other big merchant X and Y, would go 
to the area and irrespective of local needs and requirements would go to any 
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area with their intention to purchase as they did on the previous occasion. 
It was also universally suggested that instead of this idea Government 
should, if they were convinced of the necessity of procurement, ask the local 
officials to select from amongst local dealers persons of integrity and 
financial stability and through such traders alone to effect their purchases 
both for holding such stock in the deficit areas as would be necessary as 
well as^for collecting surpluses for the purpose of helping deficit areas. In 
spite of such clear indication of the views of the various sections of this 
House, Sir, Government rushed in a mad venture by appointing a limited 
number of their proteges for purposes and for reasons best known to 
themselves. 

Sir, I have tried to examine the various possible arguments that may be 
put forward in support of such a measure and 1 can with all humility 
submit that I have tried to put the Government case before me 100 per cent, 
without any bias and in spite of my honest effort I have not been able to 
convince myself nor have many friends in the Government party with w’hom 
1 have discussed the question b<‘en able to convince me or their (¥\\t\ selves 
about the propriety or necessity of having a limited number of big ])ur(‘has- 
ing agents sent round from Calcutta like vultures to fall on the ])oor rural 
areas of llengal to denude them of their morsel of food and thereby to create 
a situation whieli might beggar the descriptions and sufferings that we had 
on a previous occnision. 

Sir, the Hon ’hie Minister in charge earlier in the day suggested that 
there was iiu rise in prices, I would make a present to him of newspaper 
reports gleaned from various newspapers from time to time and, Sir, these 
newspaper reports are from certain news agencies that are considered by 
Government to be most dependable and that are flourishing under Govern- 
ment patronage. At Jhargram the price of rice on the 2f)th November bad 
fallen below' the controlled rate. On the 29th November the price of rice 
in Jessore had gone dowm to Es. 10 and Ils. Id from about Rs. 2/) a week 
previous to that. The.se are from Associated Press reports. Similar reports 
came from Cbinsura, Brahmanbaria, Earaalaghat, Manikganj, Suri and 
Noakhali. I am not for want of time giving you any details of the reports, 
but if, Sir, any member of the Government has the temerity or audacity to 
challenge, I will throw at his face these reports day by day. 

Sir, the Government scheme was made known early in December and 
immediately thereafter like magic working throughout the province, prices 
at once began to rise. 

^ On December 7 the Associated Press reports that ric<^ has again 
disappeared from the Jessore market since some days past. Scarcity of 
rice and other essential food occurs. 

Kushtuif Decemher 6 . — United Press report published in the Amrit-a 
Bcumt Patrika of 12th December, 1943 — 

“Scarcity of rice prevailing here. Government has released some stock 
of rice at Rs. 17-8 per maund to bring it down.“ 
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Jaljmiguri . — Coarse rice is being sold on December 11 at Rs. 14. Prices 
have a tendency to go down. 

Pahna, December 11. — The rate varies from Rs. 12-8 to Rs. 16 and the 
report is that prices have a tendency to come down. 

f give the other side of the picture as well, so that friends in this House 
might not feel that I am trying to collect statistics on my side only t<j give 
a wrong picture to the House. 1 will presently show how’ Jalpaiguri and 
Pabna reacted later on. 

Myrneunnigh^ December 14 . — A report from the Associated Press published 
in the AmnUi liazar Patrika of 19th December comes thu^: “Contrary to 
expectation the price of new aman rice has suddenly begun to rise. Price 
of ordinary rice varies from R.s. 20 to Rs. 22.” 

Serajgfmj, December 11). — The report is from tin* Associated Press : “The 
j)rice that had come down a bit in the beginning of the month is now on the 
rise again, Mew rice now sells at Rs. 21) u maund.” M g t/ietisi/igli now, 
after a short period of falling tendency reports on December 19: Rice 
scarcity. No rice is being imported into the tow'ii for the last seven days. 

At Pabna where the price had shown a tendency to go down, the District 
Magistrate had ordered the sale of rice at the controlled rate of six annas 
per seer. Following this rice disappeared from the market. Rice was being 
sold at seven annas per seer at retailed shops. 

The Hon’ble Mr. tSuhrawardy, Minister in charge of (.’ivil Supplies, at 
a speech at Munshiganj which was reported in the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
and ill the Anaiidu Bazar Patrika, said <m the drd of December that price 
of rice would soon come down to Rs. 12 only, and from that Munshiganj 
on December 2d reports come through the Fnited Press: “Rice situation 
has again dideriorated and the price has again gom* up to Ra. 27 per 
maund.” Sir, similar reports have come from Uluberia, from Dinajpur, 
and from Rerhampore, which had probably seen tlie lowe.st limit and where 
the juice came down to a little above Rs. 10, but it r»>se up to Rs. 10 there. 

I got similar reports also from Jiaganj, Sandwijj, Tontai, Ranaghat, 
Krishnagar. From Krishnagur. 24th December report comes a> follows: — 

h'fSsr ^ ?rf% 

^ ^C5fT i 

Furtuku from Bk.uimanbaru : — 

\ 

<rqgTf% i 

TfCH lytSrsRf ^ SwRr 1 

Fbou SAMDwry, 15 th Jancart: — 

’tit^ TOT 1 
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FurtW, Sir, in January we find still furtker rise and the report coming 
from Dacca says that the price has gone up from Rs. 20 to 
Rs. 23 and so on, i.c., by two to three rupees more a mauud. 
In Noakhali the price has gone up from Rs. 20 to Rs, 24. In 
Chittagong rice is selling at U and If seer per rupee. At Suri where there 
had definitely been surplus rice and the price had gone down, the price 
went up to Rs. IG per maund. Reports come from Bhola that price has 
gone u^ to Rs. IS and so on. 

Sir, I submit that Government should not play with the lives of the 
people in this manner. There should be a better and more serious approach 
to the question. The number of persons appointed as agents is the main 
reason for this and hence my adjournment motion. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. IK*puty Speaker, Sir, I 
associate myself with evtuy word that has just been spoken by Dr. Sanyal, 
and T hope that Mr. Siihrawardy will not meet the facts by mendy using 
parliamentary words against him. Sir, no more serious situation piobably 
could have fallen upon the province like this than it has today. We know 

that Government have difficulties. We know that they cannot control the 

entire field of laws of demand and supply. We know, Sir, that even with 

re(a*nt experience they may have to face again a similar failure. Rut then 

if that is the position we exjiect that Government would take us into 
confidence not for the administration of the food problem so much as for 
explaining the actual situation, so that panic and misgivings may to some 
extent be mitigated. Sir, we know that we are in a minority in this 
Hounc, but at the same tiiiu* we hav<‘ this right to nunind the Government 
and the League Ifiirty wliicii .supports the (jovernmeiit that tin* (|UeHtion 
that lias been pr(»posed to be Tuooted on the floor of tin* House by the motion 
moved by Dr. Sanyal is neither a party ([uestion nor a (juestion of politii^al 
slogan or ])olitnal creed. Tt is a question whiidi involve.s the lives of the 
people who are not mertdv beliind the Opposition benches but who are also 
behind the piettv numerous heads whit h are adorning the Trea.sury benches. 
There are eeitain facts which cannot be ignored. When Messrs. Ispahani, 
Ltd., went out ot tlie muiket, rice began to come in the market ol Bengal 
and probablv in a .surfeit. Purchase was to some extent diHcontinu(‘d fur 
some time, and the result was that there was decline in the price of ]>add> 
and riee. I am sjieaking upon my own authority Irom my experience in 
the mufassal that even before the bumper aman cTop in my district 
Mur.shidabad was harvested—in Murshidabad fabulous crops wen* gniwn 
this year— even Wfore a portion of that bumper crop w'as harveste<l, prices 
had gone down and simultaneously with the removal of Ispahani from the 
sceue, rice was selling at the pre-war level and as soon as the new crop 
was harvested,. the price did go down further, and before the advent of theee 
vultures, as Dr. Sanyal has ju.st now characterised them, and I rauat 
describe them as dogs if parliamentary etiquette permits that 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no. Mr. Sanyal. Parliamentary 
etiquette does not permit that. 



44 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[1st Feb., 


Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: All right, Sir, I withdraw that 
expression. Sir, these greedy merchants who enjoyed the favour of a 
reckless Government entered into the field and soon after that prices went 
up, and do you know, what happened in the meantime-^ In the meantime, 
there was a regular propaganda by the sub-agents of the Government agents 
that there will be no purchase by Government this year and this was an 
inducement for the stockists to release their store of paddy and rice. 
Whatever may be the propriety or justification of this propaganda, for one 
week price did come down and as soon as it came down to Rs. 10 per maund, 
these sub-agents of the Government agents fell upon the market. They 
advancetl money and then in the course of 24 hours— I am speaking from 
my own purchase— rice which was selling at Rs. 10-4 one day, and which 
1 ]>erHonally saw in the urban market, at once went up to Rs. 13-8 on the 
ne.xt day and in the course of tliree days more — Dr. Sanyal is not right 
when lie says that it went up to Rs. 10 — I say the price of rice went up to 
Rs. 20 per maund, and at that time there was no ])ropaganda. I approached 
the authorities asking them to dissuade both these oflicial contractors and 
their sub-agents who were not official contractors. 1 asked them to inter- 
vene so tliat the middle class people who have not got tlieir own produce 
and who have not got their own lands to live upon (‘ould make their purchase 
at that lime. I also asked Government, exjilaining tlie matter so that 
these stockists did not sell their commodities to tin* Government agents. 
Rut they did not move an inch: rather — I want Mr. Sulirawardy to take 
notice of these facts — the Government officials gave direct and indirect 
encouragement to the Government agents and sub-agents to (ontrol the 
market in that way. And today, Sir, the position all over Rengal is that 
in spite of the bumper crop prices are not only not low<‘r than before but 
are even now going up. What is the reason for this? Let us not quarrel 
over facts. The facts are there. 1 do not know if Mr. Suhrawardy him- 
flelf has any knowledge of purchases by himself or by other persons, but 
this House consists of members who have at least personal knowledge of 
these things and I expect members of the Government Party who have also 
personal knowledge to persuade Government to base their policy and their 
programme upon facts and not upon fiction and upon party interests. These 
are the facts that although we are in the midst of the greatest crop possible 
for a province, still the prices are going higher up. These are facts which 
have to be remedied. What is the programme now adopted by Government? 
The programme, if it can be described as such, is absolute drift, and nothing 
more. The Hon'ble Mr, Goswami after the assumption of office by the 
present Ministry addressed a big gathering near the Ochterlony Monument 
at which the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin was present and he held 
out hopes that in the course of a 'week the distress would be over. Instead 
of a week, more than a year has passed. In the meantime, if distress has 
disappeared at all, it is only the distress of persons who are adorning the 
Treasury Benches has disappeared. 

Tilt Hon’lllf Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY t The honourable member s 
distress has also disappeared. 
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Mr# SASAHKA 8 E KHAR SANYALs Tke CMScup&nts of the Treftsurr 
Benches will rather look to their own affairs and their own interests. 

The Hofi*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: And your interests also. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS I am not taking part in this 
debate in any spirit of acrimony and I hope Mr. Suhrawardy will try to 
rise a little higher to the occasion and meet the situation which prevails 
today. I shall leave personalities alone. Let Government face the facta. 
Let Government w^hich cannot help themselves take the hel]) of those who 
can give advice. We on the Opposition are interested more in the lives of 
millions than in the office which the Hon ’hie Ministers occupy. We are 
giving this word of honour that if they are in a mood to take advice we 
shall always give advice. It seems they had some difliculties and they 
had .some hitch with superior authorities. AV<* read amusing reports in the 
press than the Provincial Government want to he rid of a certain pt^mona 
ffrata in the t’entral Government. We do not know wdiother all that is 
correct or not. But w’c know’ that behind this turmoil of otlicial conflicts 
there is the fact that the ])rovince is going deeper and deeper into the mud 
of distre.ss and it is high time tliat Government should exert tliemselves 
at least for once in rc.scuing the unfortunate people. Well. 1 am repeating 
that if this (joveriiment want to lx* guidial vvi* are here to guide them. If 
this (iovernment arc dotermiried to embroil themselves merely by folly, by 
fiction and by imagination and unrealities, w'e cannot Indp them. But we 
must convey our protest on behalf of diinih millions. 

(At ihi> stage, the ILmse w'a^ adjourned for Ih miniites.) 


(After adjCfurmnrntJ 

Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Deputy Speaker; Hou 8 o> 4 j 

lt«1 adjournment motion move ^ vfpir lyso 

^ (TfP*! (yi*\ ^5t I ^rf%T <71 

^ Industrial arear^ 

^ ^ Central Government I S (TfC^ if^ 

lAm ^ cot ^ SfOT i ^ 

^ ^ c^rtw wiro 

?|Bi I ’«rt^ <rt;^ ^ 

wMh OTTQ 'iPT* '6 ^ arear? ^ Central Government 

CTTQTI OT'ts COT ^ *»?r Cfl^^ T 3t^ ^ 

Jffft ^t3fn:®r? ^ ^ ^ ^n mn r 

Wtft ^ OT ^ 

WSf’TWlff I ^*1 ^5Tm 

\ 'iTt’PT 
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WC^n ntv^ statement state-' 

mentii] — C’T CWC^ *Tt^ I <44f5 ^TluT 8tatement<4? 

¥C5T (7f^ '5t? anti ‘hoarding ^ve movement^^ •^•^n (Tfr*f^ 

Soft's 1 ^ Policy^^ CT»f ^ft^TPl^- 

•pT 5Tir ^pf c^ ^aRtirrc^ ^ 

<ii^^ '^f^r c^itrsT cn c»fc**P 

'5^ (yr^ (?f^ ^Rft? ^ cynp^ c^rf^ <4^ 
ron:^ i at 

C^ SPF C^ oq^vfl ^*fT I (?I^ 

w^j ^5Tr3 ^ oj -jfiT^-^mit^* (tpphj c 4 4^ 4i^c»=i^ 

^ <ft^ 7f^-^ (TJ policy 

^ TO (71 Agent 4 ^' ^1 3Rr 

OT*f (THR ?1%^ 4r?rf^. 4^1 ^” 5 #< purchase 

TO?^ agent4^ '3t^C'5X 4^'3 ^5lt5rt?7^^ (yrc^ I 

4^ ^vfi — ’^rtw'Q oi3*TO 2,*R«Thr (TTt^t'sm^ 5n*M 
^f’^n C*fC*f CTO distress ^ 4^* I 

— ^5^1^ <fR ^Xlfrl rfersT, i;^R 3^|*5p (T^»f^ <rt^ 4^\ 

(X ?P ^ CR^ ^r^^rtR? ^<=1 ^ffs 018 r.R.^ f% ^1 ? (7T!?1 

c^ I 

Thi Hon’blf Wr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 'sflfi} 4 ^vf) 5ff% I 

Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMED : isrtttjn (7T*t, C? 

C*fC“f distress '®rt!T^ I 

Thf Hon’bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I 

Mr. QIA8UDDIN AHMED ; lift^, I cw^rr ^s^fi,* Y^TPIf? 

frftW I 

The Hon'bit Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY i ■sn^iT^ ^.sTt^' 'Srtts* (X 4^ W(X 

f^gr.^ <1Tr<i* ^i, s] sift •n ? 

Mr. QIASUDDIN AHMED : ;^vf] ^ft WC'5R C^ (XZ^ 

5rt<n distress I (X mc% ^tft C^I^HTS OT-Ta ^IC^TT 

cn «ffl (XL^ ^1 <fR-R5T TO ^StOT) 

4^ TOi^ 4^ 4^ C:r1*^ CTO CTOT, 

TOm, class, ’TTTOT ^ fTO C*^^, f%TO 

CVll^ 4C5TTO CWf^, I fiR-yTTO? 

CTO cla884^ ^*rfei C3Tt^ (7lC5 TOCf I m] f®RWft (Tftl^ ^ 

I (71 ^41 C3TTO m crot^ purchasing capacity 

^llt I ^ ^ cTO nl 
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(TT C5Tl^ ^1 ^1 31^5 (TPf^ ’TC’T? I 

f%t.»N C^T^ ’TtriRl^ 5Tt^<rf^ #11 

^ oj^t ^ c^ policj' fei ^ ^rtrs ^;«n 

c»l*f^ tpf3 ^ *iT^ ’TT^ C^lC^ OT t^ I 

=?rr.^ ^ 0 |^ ^Itn ^ft^^5f5rT^ Statementoi^ ^T STV 

C5^ ^1 1 <?^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ’Tl'^STf^ ^ ^1 

^r3 ^ i 

^ 01^ rCF^ 03^ c^ ftf#[ 05 ^ ^rrs ^T (TI ’R agent 

#11 TC^C^ C^ ^ agent 01^ Houseoi ^fHtb*(^ 

151^5^ I L^l"^ ^-bT^T TO 

^ tprt^^Q ^‘s^i I lit^i «Tr,'iT f^f^* 

C’TC^.^. f^|PT ^ 

TO ’1^ tfft: <ff=?‘n -*11^1^ l TO*-! OT*J agent 

#1 fTni-?5» tot5^ tti^ ^Tcsfcf^ 

c^ ?f?n (y:’^ *ft^t ^ -m ft**#T a agont^i] 351 * 9^1 

<?»*t CTO^ ^ 03^* bt?T <7T r'f!:TO^ 

^1 I anti-hoarding drive '5^ lilWl 01 <fsf 

^«Tf5 C^ anti-bo(irding driveil^ result (TTI^ publish 1 
fip^ "Sits? or result I ^5?^ sTfizr*}:^ iffi:,.T5t5T 

C^ ^ agent 7f»«5t7.^ ’^1^.'’^ ^5ft<f1?i?;''‘f^ 

*ft^^l1 3"^ (71 #1 tt.’TT I 

Mr. I. D. JALAN; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, J beg to support the 

motion moved by Dr. Sanyul in this House today. As u matter of tact 

whenever a question ari.ses in this House and a ehurge is made against the 
Government, an attempt i^ al\^a\^ made to whittle it down on the ground 
that it is a canard of the Opjio'.ition always to attack Government for 
nothing. That i- not the rigid way of dealing with this most essential 
problem which is confronting this jirovincc Jf the Minister always think 
that the criticisms of the Governineut aie not hona Jalc hut iiuila fide, 
then the Opposition loses all its utility in thi.s House. It is rather unsafe 
for the Hon’ble Minister to presume that everybody else who says some- 
thing contrary to what the Minister says is doing so for purely political 

reasons. That is an attitude wdiieh ought not to he taken by a person w^ho 

happens to Ik? a Minister of the Government in charge of important affairs 
of the province. IVe arc having reports not only in one newspapi'r but 
practically in all the newspapers that so far as prices are concerned they 
are rising and are not showing a flown ward tendency. Some time ago the 
News Chronicle published a news for which the Bengal Ministry had to 
issue a statement but in reply to that statement the papers of Calcutta 
published facts and figures into w'hich 1 need not go that it is not correct 



48 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION 


[1st Fm., 


for Government to say that the prices are not rising. Therefore, 
nnless and until people are satisfied that prices are not rising as a matter 
of *fact, it is not for us to assume that what the Minister says is correct. 
So far as the appointment of the chief agents are concerned, the statement 
which the Ministry has issued shows how they have ignored the persons 
who have had long experience in the rice trade. As regards the qualifica- 
tions of one of the agents, it is mentioned that they were doing, the rice 
trade six or seven years ago. So far as the firm of Ispahanis is concerned 
it is needless to waste the time of the House in reiterating what has been 
stated so often in this House, but if you see the list, you will find that 
practically they are the ruling factors so far as rice purchase is concerned. 
I find there is no reason to doubt that there is an attempt on the part of the 
Oovemment to destroy the normal trade channels which bring the supply 
of rice to villages and cities. There are iniiumerahle merchants who have 
been in the rico trade for many years hut at this critical time Government 
is going to depend only on four chief agents whom they have a})pointed 
as such for carrying on the purchases on behalf of the (ioverninent . So 
far ns the Government are concerned, they ought to hiivt' arranged for 
the procurement of ric(‘ through the normal trade channels instead of 
thniwing the people at the mercy of a few mercliants and their sub-agents 
who will now ])urchaH(‘ rice ami solely control the lice trade. So far as the 
attempt on the jiart (d the (ioverninent to control the price of rice is 
concerned, W'c have got our sympathies with the Government but we ('annot 
but drnw' the attention of the Government to the fact that prices have not 
come down but have gone up on account of the method adopted liy (jovern- 
ment for the jiroeurernent of anuni crop. 1 do not wisli to say anything 
more on the subject, hut I hope the Hon 'hie Ministetr will weigh the facts 
of the case before he justifies the action he lias taken. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
adjournment motion refers to the tendency of rise in the price of rice in 
this province. Sir, it is not within the scope of this motion to discuss the 
tragic failure of the Bengal Government in tackling the famine crisis in 
1943. But, Sir, it is a matter of deep regret and anxiety that in spite of 
the assistance which has been offered to this province by the Government 
of India and also the admittedly bumper winter crop with which Nature 
has blessed this province, there are no clear indications that we have really 
turned the corner. Mr. Suhrawardy interrupted the mover of the adjourn- 
ment motion when he said that price of rice was rising in many parts of 
the province. Dr. Sanyal referred to some extracts from newspapers. 
I. shall not do so but shall refer to some extracts from the Calcutta Gazette 
which I believe is yet the official organ of the Government of Bengal. If 
you, Sir, analyse the statistics published in the Gazette since December, 
1943, right up to the last week you will come across certain staggering 
facts, facts which require most careful consideration at the hands of the 
public and Government, which certainly indicate that things are not moving 
in the direction in which they should. These figures, which are called 
Weather and Crop Report for every week, give us details of the ruling 
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prices of rice in different parts of the province and also the character of 
the weather, conditions of crops, etc., by the Agricultural Department of 
the Government of Bengal. I have analysed here the figures for 87 districts 
and subdivisions and the conclusions stand as follows: With regard to 26 
of these districts and subdivisions the rates are static; with regard to 13, 
no information is available, and those 13 include certain areas regarding 
which fiwm the personal knowledge of many of the members present in this 
House we can say that prices are rapidly rising— they include Narayangauj, 
Manickganj, Munshiganj, Comilla, Brahmanbaria, Chittagong, Katwa and 
some parts of Jessore. There are 13 districts and subdivisions where prices 
show a steady tendency of rise and there is at the foot-note this observation 
made by the Agricultural Department, namely, rice can scarcely be had in 
the open market at the controlled prices. In other words, the only market 
that rules in these areas is the black market, and according to the statistics 
disclosed by the Government, no rice is available in the open market in as 
many as 13 districts and subdivisions. 

Now, Sir, 1 do not think it is any uae Government trying to hoodwink 
the public by stating that price of rice has not started rising up. It is 
rising and we ask what is the reason for it? Time will not permit us to 
discuss in detail the various factors which are contributing to this unfortu- 
nate state of affairs. One of them undoubtedly is bankruptcy of Govern- 
ment’s policy and inefficiency of its administration. 

Now, Sir, procurement on the part of the Government went on from 
the last several months. Government freezed rice; Government seized rice; 
Government purchased rice; and that seized and freezed and purchased rice 
stock w^as kept standing by while thousands and lakhs of persons died of 
starvation. If the Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has the courage he may take 
the House and the public into confidence and (lisclose how many lakhs of 
maunds of rice which were seized or freezed or bought according to the 
then procurement policy of Government are still lying undistributed. A 
telegram has been handed over to me today which has not been ullow’ed to 
be published in the newspapers of Bengal sent by the Chairman of Jessore 
Municipality. The telegram was sent two days ago to the Food Member 
of the Government of India and copies wrere .sent to the Chief Minister, 
the Food Minister of Bengal, to the Governor of Bengal and to other 
officials. It is just an illustration of the utterly inefficient and dishonest 
maner in which the province is being administered today. The telegram 
runs as follows; — 

“Tw’o lakh maunds of paddy forcibly obtained from poor cultivators 

(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhraw.^edy : Nonsense.) Nonsense is a 

word which you should keep in your own pocket. 

“Two lakh maunds of paddy forcibly obtained from poor cultivators 
leaving little or no surplus for their families or for seeds have been lying 
in bags uncared, unprotected on open station platforms from Gopalnagar 
to Bejerdanga railway stations, Jessore, Bengal, last three months while 
people around are starving because of exorbitant price of rice. Already 
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wet twice. Today’s Iteavy showier practically destroys them. Greater 
misfortune uriiuiu^^inable pray for immediate enquiry and action.” 

This comes signed by the Chairman and another responsible citizen. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I stand by this statement. I have 
seen the bags myself. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 have seen tliem myself 
also. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: There are several members w'ho 
arrived at (’alcutta today or yesterday and who were telling me just now 
that as they were coining to Calcutta by train they saw' the huge stocks of 
paddy lying on the station platforms <*ompletely soaked and almost utterly 
unfit for any consumption. 

Now, iSir, the policy of the Government today is procurement of so- 
called surplus. Mr. Suhraw'ardy in a recent l^ress Statement has stated that 
there are many people in the province w’ho are incapable of purchasing 
their foodgrains even at the prevailing price. That is a true ])irture. Now, 
Sir, the reports which are coming to us from almost all jiarts of the provinee 
indicate that there are lakhs of families w'hieli are incapable of maintaining 
themselves even though the priee of rice falls to R.s. 10 per inaiind. Many 
of them are persons who have lost tlieir capacity for earning anything. 
Many of them are persons who have the caj)acity but who have not the 
means to earn their living. AVe ask Government, Sir, what is its policy 
and how^ is that policy being given effeet to for saving these lakhs «)f peojile 
in this provinee Proeiireimuit, it is said, is l)u^ed on consideration of 
adequate and (Hiuitahle distribution. So far as our exjierience in the past 
is eoneerned, it clearly indicates that Government has no scheme for eqiuU 
able distribution of whatever rice or paddv it may collect. Even today 
the House should demand from the Food Mini.ster a clear explanation of 
the state of affairs in these districts and subdivisions in llengal wdiere priee 
is rising and where the supply has become inade(]uate. We were summoned 
to a (H)nfer(‘nee at Writers’ Buildings before the jirocurement policy was 
fixed up and W'e advised (lovernment that it was our deliberate opinion that 
in order to ri’store eonfideiiee in the minds of the people of Bengal Govern- 
ment should ubundou its mad polic\ of proimrement which had definitely 
failed during the last few months. But Government was not prepared to 
listen to that advice. AA’^hat wa? said was that Government should utilise 
the normal trade clianiiels by imposing every possible condition so as to 
prevent corruption, profiteering, dishonesty and hoarding. Government 
itself has proved to he the worst hoarder imaginable. Government has 
allowed storks to remain hoarded without coming to the rescue of the 
starving and d>ing people of the province. And today with the respon- 
sibility undertaken by the Centre to feed nearly three million people we 
find the staggering spectacle of a conjing disaster due to the inefficiency, 
corruption and dishonesty of the Ministry. AVhat we .suggested was that 
if Government wanted to carry on its procurement policy it must take 
simultaneous responsibility for feeding every section of the people and there 
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cannot be any compromise on that issue. Today in January. 1944, in spit© 
of the responsibility undertaken by the Central Government to feed more 
than three million people, in spite of this huge bumper crop with which 
Nature has blessed the province, if (loverninent cannot control the ruling 
prices, if Government cannot stop hlack-marketing in January, 1944, how 
on earth we ask is Government goiiig to control afl'airs in the coming 
months. ’ Mr. Suhrawardy has only one answer to give and he blurted out 
certain remarks when the motion for adjournment was being moved, namely, 
that due to the tactics adopted b\ sonic j)crsons and parties Government 
was meeting with (d)staides with regard to its procurement policy. Jt will 
not do for Mr. Suhrawardy to give that answer when facts stand against 
him and the administration which he represents. 

Sir, with regard to the ralcntta rationing scheint*. the procurement 
policy is also failing here because of the rotten quality of rice which is 
now being distributed through many of the Government stores and private 
shops in tliis (‘ity. Here again there is one pertinent question wliicli 1 
would like to ask Mr. Suhrawardy. The Government of India has under- 
taken to supidy the required quantity of rice for use of the people of 
Calcutta and industrial area Where is this stoi'k being kept? Who are 
the stockists of the grains which are coining from the Government of India? 
Are these the same stockists who were appointed as I*rovincial Agents for 
months past? If the an.swer is in tlie affirmative, then may I enquire 
what steps has the Ministry taken in order to ensure that th<‘ rice wdiich 
conics from the Government of India does not get mixed uj) wnth the stock 
that wuis being kept by the Provimual Agents 

(At tliis stage the red light was lit ) 

Sir. I shall finish in a minute. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am ^o^^y 1 have no power to 0 Al<*nd the 
time for discus-sion of this ailjournment motion. It was arranged that you 
must finish your speech in lo minutes. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Is my Id minutes’ time over? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: All right, Sir 1 shall resume 
my seat. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
adjournment motion moved by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal bus clearly slated the 
present position, of Bengal. The Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies is 
trying to hoodwink the public and the nieinbers of this House vrith regard 

the present position of foodgrains in liengal. He says that there is no 
rise in prices in the market but actually, Sir, there has been a great rise. 
During the last two months, I went to Faridpur Sadar and 1 found the agents 
and brokers employed by the Government of Bengal to make purchase of rice 
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and in the dak bun^^alow they were allowed to live for months together. I 
male enquiries in the local markets and gathered that as soon as these 
people began to purchase the prices suddenly went up. 

The real position is this that the Minister can no longer hoodwink the 
public. He has already committed a heinous crime because it is a question 
of life and ileath. A great number of people in my constituency have died. 
The Minister can be called a murderer because it is due to his negligence 
and by preaching the false gospel of security. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER* I think, Mr. Mandal, that you should not use 
the expression “murderer’*. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: I am not calling him a murderer, 
but I say that he deserves that name. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope that members will not use strong 
words, because it is obvious that strong words will not lower the price of 
rice. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: For the sake of parliamentary 
courtesy . I may withdraw that word, but the thing is this that the sin is so 
great and so heinous that he deserves to be lynched, because millions of 
people are dying in this province. He says that there is no famine, no 
trouble, nothing of the kind. In my district, his own people — I mean the 
Muhammadans — have died in the greatest number. Next come the Hindus. 
Then amongst the Hindus the Scheduled Castes have died in greater number. 
The position is 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It would be better if you now come to the 
point, namely, about rise in price. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Yes, Sir. My point is that the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department has bungled the 
whole affair of prices of foodgrains in Bengal. (Mr. Rasik Lal Biswas: 
What about the Bengal Relief Committee?) It has done well. The 
Faridpur district has got rice and garments worth Rs. 2 lakhs from the 
Bengal Relief Committee and Hindu Mahasabha. (Maulvi Muhammad 
Iseail: It is strictly limited to the Hindus.) Your great boss, namely, 
Mr. Jinnah had the courtesy to send only Rs. 5,000 for the whole of Bengal. 
(Interruptions from Coalition party benches.) My district perhaps would 
not get more than Rs. 500 out of that Rs. 5,000. (Renewed Interruptions.) 
You ought to be ashamed. (Maulvi Muhamma‘d Israil: He is not a 
capitalist like you.) 

The point is this that the situation in Bengal is so grave that we can no 
longer allow the Government to work in such a way. 

We must warn the Government to be serious on this subject of food- 
grains. Unless the Government adopt serious measures to control prices and 
make better arrangements for food-supply in the country, I must say that 
the steps which they have taken will be of no avail. The Ministers think 
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that they are masters of the situation. But there is a ^reat Master over all 
masters on the face of the globe. They ought to remember that they are 
killing a very large number of human beings and that they mu.st pay the 
price for the same. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish to support Dr. 
SanyaVs^ adjournment motion. I cannot understand how Mr. Suhrawardy 
can say that there is no panic over the rice question and that everything is 
all right. I had been travelling round Chittagong and I found a very 
different story altogether. One morning while moving round and feeling 
extremely depressed about the situation I sud»lenl\ found in the paper a 
bnuulcast from Mr. Muiliek that the famine was over and everything was 
right “wdth the world ’. What I read in Mr. Mulliek’s hroadcast did not 
remove my depres-sion because 1 liad just set*n what the price of rice was. 

1 was myself buying rice for distribution and do not think tliat 1 paid more 
than T should have done in any place but in no ease eould 1 buy rii‘e at the 
rate of more than 7 seers per ru|>ee. In many })laees it was (> seers (kutclm) 
which meant only o seers. If Mr. Suhra\\ardy or Mr. Mullirk can say that 
there is no cause for panic 1 disagree with him entirely. Kic;e at that price 
and the price oi other things every wliere ue moved about show that there ift 
a verv great feeling of panie. Wherever T movecl I felt that the situation 
would become much worse than that which had pas.sed. 

With these few words I support the adjournment motion of Dr. Sanyal. 

Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA: Sir- 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA; Mr Deputy Speaker, on a point of perst)nal 
explanation. I understand that I said 7 seers to the rupee. I meant 7 poan 
to the rupee and in manv places o poflj only to the rupt'e. 

Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA : wm JC’V-Tl ’«rWf 

^ I fVi (Tt ^ ^ 

^ i or 3Rr 

agent, sub-agent -5 "STTrt'l I 

2 ^ ^ 're*'! IRI- 

^ ^ ^ 1 rtrs 

^rfiRn I fVro 

f\w District Agricultural Officer- 

onr Tt w tiT yfwpt c^1W7 

^ ftw ^1t?r ^ I 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Idria Ahmed, you arc forgetting that you are 
epeaking on an adjournment motion. It is a specific motion and please speak oil 

the motion. 

<5 
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Maillvl IDRIS AHMED MIA : Deputy Speaker ^ 

^*<1 ^ ■ili’ (71 ^fir c^ 

TPfsy 3tffT 71^ 'il^vfi C^ I Ff^ 5T75 

<ft5T Ft^ ^RTl C^(.^ "TC^T I 

grow more food campaign I 

^ Tit* I fr? ftrgsfn ^ (7^»i ?F3 

? <f I Ftft (7f ^ fir#!' ^i) 

C^f^^lCfe> I ^ <ft^ Ft^ 3RI 3C^ 

^Tfsp ^ CHcSn 'Tfni C^Ift^ 1 Behar Government Ordinance 

^ til?* ?^ FtMlH (Tf'GTI ?^ ?f 1%?1 (Vr^ 1 C?t"t 

?f ??T^ ti]?t f^rfoR; Ft?n ^ ?^ Ft^ i ft^ 

til?: '^?f ^ft*f?^ '^Tl tii^^vf ^ agent(7f^ 

FtiBc^i? ?tsrf? c??i^ c*fc?^ ^ >ii^ i cfi® (?r<j?T? ?^ot? 

®''ft^*t — ?t^ ?X'^ 018 *R? ?W? ?F arsf?. 53 f?, ?t^- 

ftit til?: ?i? I ^'t? ?t?T ?i c^? tft? “fi c^TP?' ^t?i I 

'nrtft wtf? ??t? \ vft^?F ?i 

<► 0^ 

Ct^i?* (?Ktl? Hl4‘*1tUl, '&^?'F '& ^fVc? ?l? 0*^,^ fec^ 

f%i:^ I "srtf? lii^ '^wu^ f^?? '3TS ?^(.^ ^!r^?t? ?s^ i 

surplus area (7rt?‘tl ?R:? Pf?^t§ W^T ?? C<Z^ rtsrf^ iTt^ 
?? ?f?T 3R ?^ I 

?Tf%»‘5fo C?C^ ?cTC^ vfff% agent ?l 3lr'^ C^ t' C. ' ?^ " ? ) 

c?tfrl ?? C^^ni ?f?7f? f?r?5l? ^PJT5^ (71*rt <tf??t®l ?T^ Ft^ ?t? Ft®«T 

?i 5T^in ?t?i ?? frc^ <in:? ?t^ ^?f ?ti^? f??^ (Tii't ^TlRt<-f ?m Ft^ %t 

f%?f^ ^517 ?m Ff^ fVf^i Ft^ OT I ?m FT^ m ^ 

C??? agent, sub-agent ?r^ TOTC^ ?t?l (7r:d?T? '^tft? Ftfto ?t?‘, 
%T ?i tii?r: ?i I ^T? ’lf^T»? ?*nn (Tfr^rfr ^srtrart? 

c^?ft, tii?-tqcf.^i], ?frrc?? c^ c?t5f^ ^f? cf^T?^ ft-vq^r, ?tC5^ 

^TOC?? C?l"f? ?t? C?f?f? ^ I wz^ i^ 5Tto ?1 C^ 

^25t?t? W.'^ ?F^?1 ^tft? FtftOTI f??^ ^ZZ Gltl^ I C^i? 

^?t? tq?; "ffe^lt^t C5Tt?Pr?f ?f? Ft^ (?r?T? ^ (7F? ‘ F t^ U ^ q ?t?l 

?l I Defence of India Act. 4^^?? Agents®? ^?’ 

CF^-Ft^^tC?? ?f? ?tW7f Fc? C^tCf I ?d?^ (?Ft? ?^?1 ?5T?f? ?1 I 

^tfl? ?t?1 ?T? Z\ C?t?l ?t? ■ffv ?l ?T?1 tq? JT? C?m^ ?1 I ;5t?l Ft? ?T? FR 

??t?n ?Tn:^ i wtcn? c?c*l ?Tt<tt? tq^sij^ c? c?^i ?t?^ c? 

4l*fJdr(.?jii ^ ?T?t^ ?t^ C?*ft? ^Fl'3 FT«T^1^ ft?l Ftf%?1 (^FUS »rQ?l 

I ?fi ?f^ Ft®®! C?R1 ?t?rf??F F? ^ 51?^ ?fiF5 

3 F? ?r[%^?T (TflTH ^tft? w? 'Q ITJTT ?? ?T 
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»nr^TR( *HT3RI WH TO 

^#*1 ^ Ito ^ c«t!:^ ’rt<iH‘t 'Tfw ftfaw TO414 ^ ^ i 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA 6H08E : Mr. Deputy Speaker, 

CTO '«(lMlb'(l TO'S Bt$ I ^ wtf? c»r Food Minister 
5ii5l’TC?ra’<»''6|'* 'T^'Ti 4^: ^ ^rc^, 4 =t: cn ^ “S ’n^si 5!^ i 

rR C5C? iTicsfir 44^ »tfrjfc*ni « ft: TO 5r:?R oi 7n fn 

31 ^ it? va?T5lP?i i ^ar^tr? ?f? c^ 

BUggefltion <^3 3tl[3 ^ '9C^ I ^ ^ftffC't? wm iftW 

c*Tr*t? <531^ 3t'5fT I 7^^ 

9 tfTft 3? Afisembly? meiDl>er 

Wt? **Tft l ^tc^? Food Minister 

^vfi c? 'j^fo®3i ?t?33 ’itr?. 4?* (Tfci? ^ 

C?t? ?m3 ^ fVfiNT^l f3f? ^3?. 3lT^ 43 ?t'>rft3^1 5131 ?1 I 
^^rt^Rn ^ti ?fvft s^^.r ?rfir f%fi] firni cttm, 4?^ 

fire? «e-i 4?^i c?? (Rrtr? ?] ot. 3tre5! it? 4?^ c?cf? 

S^W? ^3 ’tte? 1 ^-rtev^'S f^ ^f%-f^?R 1 : 4?; 4^ As«emblyC3 

'^rmt? Ttt^\ry^ TT-r^ '^f«Ft? ^cf c?^?t fi^or '"ftfirP'l (laughter 

from the Government Benches )| r3ti^ rt?C3 ^C?? CPI^F #^5T'3 

^3 ^t^ti:*^? cTTi^ ??r?t? ^^'^i cn^ ?5 r?i i 4<?i 

5115^ 4^ C? ^ I <^'4 control 'aft? 4?^ 

decontrol, 4? ?Bf‘5ftU^ half-control ^n semi -control ^C3 ^ttL? ^1 1 

4 3 t?i ?1 '‘t3?tc?? 'Brfe»3i cvf^?F c?t?n 5fi3 i ^ 

?<:?l '^tr?^ C? control^* 3t5T^ ^ ?5Ti:?1 fii6? <3 fil-t:! rc^ 

control I 4? control4? ??! frc? oflacerC*=^ control (71^ 

vested interest s^ft^C*^? control ?RF1 4?* oonsumersc^ ?tr3 C?t? ^*Tt?l 

5? 3t^ I 31 ?fi^ ^ 31 ^ control 4?; (?nX{ 

?rj?f ?r?i ?i ^ ^4? 3ti?F jmi rst irfir 

4^ ?7M? fe? 5^3 ?tr?^» once you let loose, you lose the situation, 4^ ?f?1 ?f? 
ft: ’tft? ?t^^ 4?t ?ft 4^ 4^ stem attitude ftcxi 15^3 

31 ?X«T I5?r31 ’ft^ rC3 I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, when you refer to any honourable 
member of the House >ou must prefix Mr. or anything like that to his name. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not a fact that the 
honourable member has always spoken fluently in English in the past!' I 
should like to know whether he has made any declaration to the effect that 
he is not sufficiently acquainted with English to justify his speaking ia 
Bengali. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not exactly remember whether he can 
speak fluently in English. Anyway, I have allowed him to speak in Bengali. 
The matter whether he was required to make any declaration will be 
considered later on by Mr. Speaker, In the meantime let him continue to 
speak in Bengali. 


Mr. A. F. STARK: May I submit, Sir, that Mr. Speaker gave a ruling 
tliut if a member wanted to speak in Bengali he must make a declaration 
that he is not sufficiently acquainted with English:" 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Stark, there is a clear provision in the 
Rules that if a member wants to speak in Bengali he may do so. 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Deputy Speaker 
I ^tN*5rlir (A member, 

ft ?) utrfi ^17 ^rft, <ip5mr 

?I«TI ft^ (voices of 

^ ^ 'artft control decontroliij^ ^refl 

I m ft: ’rftTf 5T?. (tt 

VM <7T ^ csm 

^371 (TT&I ifT^ surplus ft | 

^ C3r9fTr.^ surplus oWoTl (7rT^«f1 ^ (TT^ CsrsTBt CSTT^ ?ft 

c«ir^ m ftft m cn 3(frc^ 

C? c^Ttc^ ftc^ 

cn ftft vfjTH ?Y?r ^ ^tir, ftft’^5TOi’^ ^ fVi 

Assembly^ JTST (?T^ C»r ft^ 

I C^eTtr?^ surplus district c^pTT C^*fl 

^ ^ OR ^5tr^ (TFt?:^ ym (tt^ 

ft'tn 57f ^ 1 

XFC^ '4^ Ct selecHed contractors a ft C? ft 

vrm^ spvfpT ^artr:^ ^ Tft ^rftf 4^: 

^ ft W(m or ym 5TT:5Tnw7;-f (^I^O ^ selected 

contraotor4’9 ft tJtTTSH ? TtcTft^ (7J «fr<ii (7^ ^t otft ^ ^tfT 

ftnr2^ fftwi C*PR I. C. S. officers ftftr j C^Sf 

oRtr^ (Ti TRm ^ ftc^ ft 4^: <R ^ ? 4^^ 

3|^rT ftr^ <rR ftR^ CPJ ftftl?? quality ft deteriorate ^ItC^ 

•conomic84?r <?FR ftlR ?n theory upHl ’TspTt:?! 

normal a trade (Ttf traders WPS OPTf ?ft HR procure 

^ITC^ ^#*1 1 But do not use word ‘‘procurement” in a form which is 
abominable and which is detested and which eveiy Indian and every Bengidee 
should oppose. 
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Mr. P. BANEAJi: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
cannot shut his eyes like the proverbial ostrich. He coiicedeil that thei*© i» 
no panic but there is distress. From the facts just placed before him by 
different speakers it will appear — and it is well known to the members — * 
that prices both of paddy and rice are soarinjr In^^h in almost all districts. 
That is supported even by the (lovernmeiit sutistics. Now. Sir, it has been 
referred, to by Dr. Mookeijee that from (jopalnajrar n^rht up to llejerdanj^a, 

I should say from Navaran to Bejerdanjra there are already two lakhs of 
bags of paddy lying for the lust 4 mouth-s. This paddy and ritje are being 
sold at a lower price. Government purchased this at more than Us. 12 
per maund and now these are being sidd because they are in a hopeless and 
rotten condition and ihe\ aic ixdng sold at Us. (> and buyers are iu»t available. 
The result will be that i»t*o])le h\ taking this rotten foodstuff will succumb 
to diseases. That is one point. 

Another point is this. I will cite an incident of the last war. It was 
re])orted that there were two marks on the .soldiers. Gne was W and anotlier 
was 1) — meaning Wounded ami Dead, .\ccidentally one person w'fts marked 
D hut he was not dead. When he was being reinove<l for cremation he at 
once said “I am not dead". The answer was “Why, mark 1) is there. 
Therefore yon arc dead” Tt applies to Mr. Suhravv ardy. He says “1 Imve 
before me those facts wliicli sax that prices are not .Muiring high. Therefore 
I must stand by the reports of Onvernment officials”. He claims t<» have 
travelled and ^een bags Ixing at tlie htations. For what purpose may I ask P 
Is it for the purpose of “Grow More Food” campaign P After the rains for 
the last three day.s they are germinating. Mr. Suhrawardx as soon as he has 
become a Minister lias biXMiim* a suhjanta like the l.f’.S members. As soon 
as they germinate will they be transphinted b> Mr. Stihrawardy and bis 
satellites? Is Mr. Suhrawardx .serious? A man witlioul responsibility ]ia» 
taken over the responsibility, and what is the situation todax ? 

.Sir, I have f»een certain places and I will cite one in.stance from yi*ui own 
district. Government agents are already out to make pun'hases. 1 lie price 
fixed by Messrs. Ispahanis in Khulna w$is Us. 8. In some caHes they have 
fixed the price at Rs. 7-8 an<i their agents liave been .i]>pointed. In the 
district of Khulna 20(» agents have been apointed already. They are 
purchasing at Us. 7-8. These under-agents hud been given pennits to 
purchase paddy from the south. It will he noted by the Hon ble Minister 
that Government officials by taking bribe are supporting these men. Small 
traders and small merchants are going in their country boats and they ar« 
being locked in jails in Khulna. There are thousands of cases like that. 
The situation is that prices are soaring up and his satellites are making two 
pockets full. In some cases they are circulating rumours in the country- 
side and poor agriculturists are trying to part with their grains with the 
result that they are selling paddy at a very low price in some cases even 
at Es. 5-8 selling because agents have circulated the rumour that Govera- 
meat will reduce the price further and compel them to sell their paddy at 
even Hs. 4 per maund. That is the situation. 
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Sir, I hare no time and therefore I must £nish. I must tell the Hon^ble 
Minister that he must put an end to all these things. Last year rice was 
selling at Bs. 40 per maund and paddy at Rs. 20. Prices are soaring now 
even though this is the harvesting season and every one knows that prices 
are soaring high. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy rose to speak.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before Mr. Suhrawardy begins, may I, 
Sir, enquire on a point of privilege whether the debate taking place today 
would be permissible for the press to report in full or in such manner as the 
press ordinarily reduces them and the whole thing would be permitted to l>e 
published ? Sir, we understand that the Government of Bengal have issued 
orders'prohibiting the press from publishing anything regarding the procure- 
ment scheme except those which only support the Government’s own 
standpoint. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not know of any such order. Is there 
any such order, Sir Nazimuddin^ 

The Hon'ble KhwaJaSir NAZIMUDDIN: J [’here is no such order actually, 
but certainly I have had a discussion at some conference with the press 
about this matter and I have made certain .nuggestions to them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What are they? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Whatever it is, 1 think it 
•houli be raised after Mr. Suhrawardy finishes his speech and not now. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
(Tf debate 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It will not be permivssible for Mr. Suhrawardy 
to speak in Bengali. I hope he will speak in English. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: All right. Sir In view. Sir. 
of the general importance of the food situation and the dangens that confront 
us if anything goes wrong, I shall try to meet the points raised in today’s 
debate in a reasoned manner in spite of the very provocative speech of Dr. 
Syarnaprasad Mookerjee to whom abusive epithets which are but a reflection 
of his inner self come glibly to Imlster up his empty arguments. Sir, I would 
like the honourable members to realise that the situation is indeed very 
difficult and it requires the co-operation of all parties and all persons of 
goodwill in order to tide it over. Instead, Sir, what do I fiudl^ I find a 
deiibetate attempt on the part of persons and certain parties to create a panic 
in the country that things are not going well and that once more we may 
have a recurrence of the unhappy incidents through which we have just 
emerged. Instead of persons of goodwill trying to allay any fears or mis- 
givings in the minds of the people, everything is being done to make them 
worry and even to instil them with panic. Sir, in many places, and I say 
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that ^ith the fullest knowledge of my subject, the price of paddy and rice has 
fallen, in many places the price of paddy and rice is falling and the very 
procurement policy which you are attacking today has been instrumental 
and will continue to be instrumental in bringing down prices in these areas 
until they attain a sane level. In other places prices have risen and are 
rising and the rise in price is being fanned further by the panicky statements 
that are made by those members of the public to whom a political point ivS of 
much greater importance than the lives of the people. They want to make 
a political point out of it and they go on repeating . 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIH AHMED: Sir, he is talking of political parties* 
tactics. Forty lakhs of people have died. May I a.sk him “is that a 
political parties’ tactics”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That talk is foolish 

Sir, until there is better distribution, until tian.'^port facilities are made 
more readily available, it is (]uite clear that it will take some time before 
foodgrains from the surplus districts wdll move to the deficit districts and, 
therefore, there must be a period of time when the price in the deficit districts 
will rise until such time as we have been able to semi foodgrains to those 
districts. For this purpose procurement is of the greatest necessity and we 
are going on with our policy in spite of the attempts that are being made to 
create panic. I feel, Sir, that things are so difficult that if Government gets 
into a panic it.self and reverses or changes an iota of its policy, they will 
become really dangerous and we are bound to have u repetition of the 
incidents which took place on the last occasion. Apart from this, is it not 
ridiculcius, I ask the members of the House, to place tli(‘ blame at the doors 
of the appointment of a certain number of Government agents who are known 
as chief agent.s? These persons have been charged to utdise the local trad# 
and they are obviousl\ utilising local trade. It i^ asked “whv have you 
appointed these chief agents and why have you not .ajipointed local traders 
directly?”. We have done that for the .simple reason that we must have 
certain persons whom we can ludd responsible for the supply of bad (juulity 
or insufficient quantity of rice or for damage in storage or for mr)vements, 
and it is not possible to get from the districts persons of Mufficient stability 
to carry out all these obligation.s. These local dealers are not dependent on 
the mercy of the chief agents as a certain member has suggested The local 
dealers may purchase in the locality and if the chief agents do not buy, it is 
open to them to offer to the Deputy Director or the Assistant Director nr the 
District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Officer (Dr. Naunaksha Savyal: 
And the chief agents get the commission.) No. no. The chief agents do 
not get any commission for such transactions. 

Now, Sir, we do hope that if we arc allow’cd to cari^' out our policy and 
if there is no interference by political parties, the prices will fall, but to 
what level? I do not wish them to fall to an unseembly level. If there are 
consumers on the one side, there are producers on the other. The producers 
have passed through difficult times. They have lost their cattle and they 
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have had to purchase their cattle at high prices. Everything has hecome 
more costly, and therefore we have got to see that tlie prices fall to a level 
which is not unfair to both producers and consumers. In my opinion up till 
now ])riceH have not fallen to that level. But if you look forward for the fall 
in pri(e.s to the pre-war level, take it from me that prices will not fall to 
that level, take it from me that Government will not allow the prices to fall 
to that level. 

As regards distribution I may state that we are taking step.> to distribufe 
foodgiains through a system of equitable rationing in all the urban areas and 
in the deficit rural ureas. Nothing more is possible than this. I am looking 
forwrard to the co-operation of the various Food (,'ommittees which we are 
setting up all over the province and I am glad to ha\ that whatever may be 
the feeling in this House, whatever may be the attempts to bring about a 
disruption the people of the province, the i)iiblic of the jirovince, have 
acce])ted these Food (’oinmittees and are co-operating e\ervwhere with 
Government in this policy. I hope through these committees we shall be 
able to secure better and more equitable distribution and allow* no cornerintr, 
no boarding, no stocking, no profiteering, which are sure to recur if we stop 
our system of procurement of foodgrairis. Now. Sir. it has been .seen that 
an attempt has been made, as I have said, to create a panic in tlie minds of 
the people that if Government procure, it means that thev are going to take 
sway foodgrains and not make them available to the people. (A voice: that 
is wlmt you have done.) I w’ould urge upon honourable members of this 
House to w'hichever party they belong to bring home to the jieople that tlie 
foodgrains that Government will be able to procure will go to them entirely. 
There are difficulties of movement. For instance, it has been pointed out — 
and I know it fully well because I have seen it myself — that on the railway 
platforms in the .lessor© district there are stacks and stacks of paddy. We 
have been trying to move them, but w’e have been unable to do so because we 
cannot get the wagons. The statement that was read out by Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee or the telegram sent by the Chaimian of a Municipality 
was, as 1 said, nonsense. When I called that nonsense T was referring to 
the statement, and not to Dr. Mookerjee. To say tlmt these foodgrains 
which the agriculturists had sold to the Government agent at a very high 
price during the aux purchase scheme had been taken forcibly from the 
people was incorrect. The gentleman who sent that telegram does not know 
that .lessor© is an area which everybody knows to be a sur]dus area. (Dr. 
Naunaksha Sant at.. No, no. it is not.') It is said that the stocks of paddy 
were lying there on the platform when people were starving and wanting 
food. We offered to fiell that paddy to Jessore merchants at Us. 0-4 8 
maund and asked them to take the whole thing away but only 70 maundg 
were taken away. (InterniptionA This offer was made about three weeks 
ago. (Interruption.) The paddy was in a perfect condition. (Interrup- 
tion.) At the present moment higher offers are Wing made. 

Mr. ATUL KRI9HNA CHOSE: I am prepared to buy the whole stock. 
Are you ready to give it to me ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHR/VWARDY: e made an offer tliroupb the 
District Magistrate t<^ the Jessore merchants. The Di. strict Magistrate sent 
for them and said, “Take them away; put them on the market l)ecau«e the 
Minister has received reports that the price of paddy in Jessore is Rs. 20 
per maund.'’ But they would not take it even at Rs. G-4. (liai Harendua 
Nath CiiArnHrRi: That is nonsense.) I am tellinp you what is a fact, and 
what is .absolutely true. I found in the papers that the i)rice of paddy was 
Rs. 17 to Rs. 20 per maund in Bangaoii. I made enquiries at once . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Order, order. The adjourhineni motion is 
talked out. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I repeat my question? Will the 
Government he pleased to permit proper publication of this debate in the 
newspapers tomorrow? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well. Sir Nazimuddin, you have T think got 
nothing to say more on this matter. 

(No answer from the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin.^ 

What I have understofxl irom the Ifon^ble the (Miief Minister is that 
(lovernment have decided somehow or other with regard to the puhlication of 
the debate in the ]>re^s. It is ^aid that they would put some restriction on 
the puhlication (d toda>\H pnx'eedings. I shall make my position clear. I 
have nothing to do with the decision which the Government have arrived at 
hut in regard to the publication of these matters in our report certainly I 
am ciitirelv respon.sihlc for it. Tt will he jmhlised in our report. With 
regard to publishing the proceeding.s by the Press I have no ft'sponsihility 
but I may tell the House that to put a restriction on the publication of 
today’s proceedings by the pres.s appears to me to he a curtailment of the 
rights and privileges of the members of the House. But it is for the 
Goveicment to decide whether the\ will allow the jiress to jiuhlish the 
di.scussions or not. I have got no ruling to give in this matter. 

AdJouriiiiMnt. 

The Hoii'^e was then adjourned at H-7 p.m till 'WM) p.ni. on Wednesday, 
the 2nd February, 1944, at the A.ssemhly House, Calcutta 
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Proceedingi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 2nd February, 1944, at 3-f30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed X.^usher Ali) in the Chair. 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 174 jnembers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Re-exoavation of the Ballaoh river in Durgapur, Mymensingh. 

*16. Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMAD: {a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state whether any estimate was prepared for re-excavation of the 
Ballach river in police-station Durgapur (Mymensingh)? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when the estimate was prepared; and 

(li) whether the work is likely to be commenced next winter? 

(j) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased further to state whether the 
re-excavation has been included as one of the items in the Grow More Food 
project? 

(d) If not, why not? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
PrOSanna Pain): (/^i) and {fn The proposal for le-excavation of the 
Belcha (Ballach) river having been found technically unsound, investi- 
gations including surve>s for the excavation of a feeder channel have been 
completed and the detailed eNtimate is under preparation. 

(it) It is too early yet to express an opinion on this point, but every 
endeavour will be made to start work as soon as possible. 

(c) This will be considered when the detailed estimate is received. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMAD: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state for how long the estimate i> under consideration ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: As a matter of fact the estimate 
had been submitted but it was sent back to the Executive Engineer for 
raaubmiasion with his replies to certain queries. 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* With reference to the answer that 
technical investij^ations have shown that it is unsound technically, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state when was this discovered, and whether 
it was discovered before the estimates w’ere prepared or afterwards P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: As it was found to be technically 
unsound no estimate was prepared. Investifrations ineludinp surveys for 
the excavation of a feeder channel have been c^unpleted and the detailed 
estimate is under preparation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if the scheme which relates to eertain estimates havinj^ been 
prepared for the re-excavation of the Helcha river oi Ilallach river, what- 
ever it may be, includes the feeder channel as well or it was only for the 
feeder channel P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: li was <)ni> for the fetnler channel. 

Pichaboni drainage sluice at Samudrapur in Contai. 

•17, Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: t*' Will the Hon bio Minister in 
charge of the (’ominuincaiions and Works (Trngahonl Department bo pleased 
to slate whether it is a fact tliat — 

vH the Pichaboni drainage sluice at Samudrapur in the subdivision of 
Contai. district Midnapore, was damaged by the memorable 
cyclone of the Kith Octolier, P*42; 

( 12 ) there has been a big siouring in the centre of the lower jdaiform 
outside the slui('e; and 

(lii) the said sluii'e is not working in its full capacity? 

If the answer to {o) is in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether an\ steps have lieen taken to re|iair the sluice? 

(c? If the answer to {h) is m the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering llie de^irahilitN oi taking action m the matter without delay? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Proaanna Pain): (oi (f) Yes. 

(/') No. A .scour has formed in the bed ot the Khal upstream of the 
countr>’side apron of .the sluice damaging a }K>rnon of the apron. 

{(iii The sluice is working to its full caparitv, 

(6) Steps to repair the hluice have been tuken.^ 

(c) Does not arise. 

Appointmaiit of a member of the 8iidpur Union Board. 

MS. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: ia\ Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge oi the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate of Hangpur appointed Maulvi 
Yequb Ali as a member of the Saidpur union board and comm uni(;a ted to the 
Government for publication in the “Calcutta Gazette”? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will theHon’ble Minister be 
please<l to state — 

(i) when it was received by the Government; and 

(li) what action, if any, has been taken on it? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The appointment of Mauivi Md. Yakub Ali is 
still under the considtuation of the District Magistrate. 

(h) Does not arise, as proi>osals for upp^)intment of members of union 
boards are not requiied to l)e submitted to (iovernment. 

Mr^ N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be ])leased to state if the 
name of Mr. Yakub Ali was sent to the (lovernment for publication in the 
Calnftia (inztiii- by the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I draw 
the attention of the honourable member to the answer itself. In the answer 
it will be found that it is not re(juired to be .submitted to ( jovernmeiit. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tlie matter of makinjr nominations to the Ihiidpur 
Union Board is pending before tlie autb(»riti(*s for a lonj^ time? 

Tho Hon'bta Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 am not 

uw'are, for bow lon^, but it is with the loea) oflicers. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hcm'hie Minister be 
pleased to answei’ that ])art ot the (|U(*stion in which information is asked 
for U8 to whether the name \<'as sent fur publication in the ('ulcutin (razcttrY 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
got nothing iurthei to add. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the name was sent for publieation in the Calcutta 
Haze tic ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
got nothing further to add. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer just now given, do we 
u/ulerstand that it was not sent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: irTat is only cross-examinatiim. 

Reocmtruotion of Bishnupur ChoritaMe Dispefisary building. 

•IS. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RDYl (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and lA>cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether — • 

(♦) it is a faict that the Subdivisioual Officer of Bishnupur in the die- 
trict of Bankura is the President of the Local Charitable Dia* 
pensary ; and 
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{il) ftftfds t(»f retH)ns1ructioii of the pre«;ent building of the suid diti- 
peusan' are l)eiiij? collerted by the present Suhdivisional Officer 
from the public by objectionable methods):' 

(b) If the answer to is in the nefrative, is the Hon’ble Minister 

considering the desirability of holding an encjuir) into the mutter h 

The Hofi’bJ# Khan B^ailur Mayivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(ti) No. The Subdvisional (.)th(er, N’ishnupur. issued an apjval in 
October last in response to which uliont a <lozen persons, nuin> of whom do 
not reside in the subdivi.«.ion at all, have made certain contributions There 
has not l>een any complaint at all so far that an> objec'tionable method hai 
been used . 

(b) ]>oes not arise. 

Mfi KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to an.swer («)(«) will 
the Hoirble Minister be pleased to stat^^ what does he really mean by “There 
has not been any comjdaint at all so tar that an\ objectionable method 
has been used”? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ifALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I 

could not quite follow the question. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: ^ 3rrf»nr — ftr 

^ ^ 

? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: i have 

got no complaint : it is there in the answer. 

Dr. NALINAK'SHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state if any official of (Government, local or otherwise, has received a 
specific complaint or comjilaiiits from certain petsfois alletring wnfaii means 
adopted on them for realisation ot thi^ monev Y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mautvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: i am 

not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state the names of the parsons — the dozen person.^ referred to in anawer 
— and the amounts reali.sed from each ot them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I want 
notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTile Minister be pleased 
to state if Government had sanctioned the Subdivisional Gfficer levying any 
amount even from outside the subdivision for purposes of these local 
charitable dispensaries P 
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TN Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: No 

permission was obtained, nor waa it required. 

Dr» NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will tbe Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is permissible for Government otficer« to realise funds locally 
on their own appeal without Government sanction or permission? 

Tha Hoii’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD:' At fhe 

instance of the public the local authorities issued appeal for funds for 
charitable or public purposes. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that Governuient Officers’ Conduct Rules require 
previous sanction being obtained if there is any fund coming to tbemse\vett 
in their capacity of ])ernianent officials (d Government whether it is on 
behalf of any charitable organisation or not ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

not aware of any ('onduet Rule to this effect. 1 will look into it. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (6), will tbe 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if Government had made any enquiry 
and if not, what is the source (d the information that there wa.s no objec- 
tionable method applied? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; U.^vern- 

meut ett<|uired and no objection was leceived f>y Government. 


Thoft of quinine from Tippora District Board. 

•20. Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: toi Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and IxicaJ Self-Ciovcrninent Department l)e pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a large (quantity of quinine had lieen stolen 
away from the Tippera l)istri< t Board in UM2 ? 

(6) If the answer to {a j is in the af}irTllati^e, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the quantity thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiry 
wa*i made? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state tbe result of it? 

(e) Will the Government make good the los.s to meet the present need of 
the district? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state the present market price 
of quinine stolen away? 

The Hou’blo Khiii Bohadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

(a) and (c) Yes, 

(b) 78 lb. 8 o*. 

(<f) No clue could be bod. 
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(«) GoTernment will moke a supplenientarj^ allotment at the cost of the 
district board to replace the quantity stolen. 

(/) R8.2,330 approximately. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
whether any information was sent to the police? 

The Hon’tole Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

not aware of it. 

Mr* SHAHEDALI* ^Vill the Htm bb* Minister be plea.sed to state who 
made the enquiry? 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want 

notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is (iovenmienf uwuiv that quinine 
is now sold at Hs. 400 per pound in the bliuk market? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That que stioii iloes iitit arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. AVill the Hon'bh* Mini.ster be pleased to state when 
this enquiry was made? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mautvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I want 

notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is (loveriiineiil aware that no 
enquiry was made in this case bec ause the District Hoard is under the charge 
of an important member of the Muslim League? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: That is 

not true. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will tlie llon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state who held the enquiry, as suggested in (cyi? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want 

notice. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon'l)!e Mmi'-tei he jdeused to give uh an 
assurance that he will make an empiii^ a^ to whether an information wa» 
sent to the jKilice, whether there was an> enquiry, who made that enquiry 
and when the enquiry was made? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 will 
taken note of them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the district board ha.s been asked to replace the quinine 
in the year 1943? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD S I want 
notice. 
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Paqhwii shops in Dorjeeling dlstriot. 

•21. Mr. D. 8. CURUNG: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Forest ami Excise Department l>e pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of pnchwai shops in the district of Darjeeling; 

(// ) the amount of millet consumed in the sha|)e of pachicai in the above 
shops for the last years, year by year ; and 

(til) the total amount of ptulnrai license fee realised from the villagers 
ai>art from the license fee of the shops. 

{b) Is the llon’ble Minister aware that millet is used by the hill people 
us food in place of rice w'heii rice is not available r* 

(c) If MO, is tin? Ilon’ble Minister <‘onsidering the desirability of — 

(i) enquiring into this matter; and 

(it) closing down all i\i^ pachtrai sho|)8 also!'' 

MINISTER in charge of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
[the Hon’ble Mr. Premhari Barma): {a) (n i7. 


Maunds. 

(In round figures.) 

(fi) 1J>40.41 l,.qO() 

1941- 42 ... ],40t> 

1942- 4d ... 1,050 

Rs. 

{Hi) DMO-41 ... 23,137 

1941- 42 ... 18,305 

1942- 43 ... 18,000 

(h) Yes. 


(c) The closing down of the pachwui shops is not considered advisable, 
IS such a step is bound to lead to illicit brewing on an extensive scale 
nvolving an extravagauti use of millet. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reg ard t(» answer {r), will the 
Ion ble Minister be pleased to state what stops have been taken by (lovern- 
nent to ensure that valuable food erops required by hillmen during the 
)resent and the past emergent years when food crisis was going on were aot 
>eing diverted to the manufacture of liquor 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. PREMHARI BARMA. I suhmit thi> question does 
tot arise. 

Dr» NALINAKSHA SANYAL. The answer has been that Government 
loes not consider that pachtrai shops should be closed. 

Tht Htn’hlt Mf« PREMHARI BARMA S Otherwise illicit bretring 
eould be the result. 
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Dr. HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: My question is Government may not 
consider it desirable to close down the pachwai shops but have the Govern- 
ment taken any measure to see that to these paehwai shops valuable food 
was not being diverted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: Because it is no part of the 

Excise Department to take such steps. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Government considering the 
desirability of preserving better class of food for the people and utilising 
the pa<ha rice which is lying strewn all over tlie places under Government 
cust()(l^ for the purpose of making par/nrai? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (luestion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From answer (o do T understand the 
Government to say that they cannot prevent illicit brewing? 

The Hon'bie Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Bei ause if tliere be no 
pachwai vshops they will naturally take recourse to illicit course of brewing 
pachwai. Otherwise when they will be able to get pachwai from shops 
they won't do it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: M y question is whether Government can- 
not jirevent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has given liih answer. 

Expenditure incurred in construction of Ariel Bit Barricade in Dacca. 

*22. Mr. MONOMOHON DAS: (o) Will the Hon'bie Minister in charge 
of the Agrii ulture Department be pleasetl to state the actual cost incurred 
to construct the Arial Htl Barricade in 19*19-40, in the Daciai district? 

ib) Is it a fm l that the said barnca<le w^a.s constructeil with go)ar\ 

If the answer to {h) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleas<‘d to state the nature (d the p(*sfs? 

(d) Is it a faet — 

I/) that the (lovernment have contemplated to eoustniet a new barrif a<le 
this year; and 

(h) that they have invited tenders for Assam quality Salhalla for that 
purpose?. 

{e) Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleasesi to state the name of the con- 
tractor whose tender had been accepted ? 

(J) Will the Hon'bie Minister be pleased to state the approximate cost 
of the new barricade proposed to be erected ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleaaed to state whether it is in the 
contemplation of the Government to impose upon the people of the Bil area 
the cost of the propo'^ed barricade? 

« 
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Mr. RAilK LAL BIS WAS (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (/# > The bills submitted by the contractor 
for construction of the Arial lid Barricade in IJIdlMU amount to Hs. 10,988; 
but the officer specially deputed to scrutinise the bills has recommended 
a lesser amount, which is under examination. 

(it) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (t) Yes. 

(d) Yes; but the rates of Assam Sal lM*in}r too hip-h, it has been decided 
to take Mmlhupur Forest Sal posts which in the opinion of the A^^ricultural 
Engineer, Bengal, will serve the purpose. 

(e) (1) Me.ssrs. K. B. IJey and Sons; (2) Babu Mahadeb Mandal ; and (3) 
Babu S. ('. rhoudhury. 

(/) R8.9T,r)20 approximately. 

('i/) Yes; under section 13A of the Bengal Water ll>acinth Act. 1936. 

Mfi ATUL CHAMDRA SEN* AVith reference to answer (f/), is the 
Government aware that the people themselves (‘onstnicte<l the original 
barricade by their ow^n money? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: This is for the later work that contractors 
were appointed. Wliich work do you mean -the earlier work or the later? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The original barricade. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: This is for tin' later work. I am not 
iware of these things. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: fvS it known that the people of the locality 
today are under the grips of a famine and thousands are dying? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will Ihe Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state how' this amount of Rs. 97,529. the estimated cost, was arrived at 
\nd wh(*ther the consent of the pt'ople concerned w jio \\er(‘ to ultimately 
foot the bill was obtained previ<»u^l\ ti» {hv expenditure? 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; la the HonTde Minister considering the 
lesirability of enquiring as to whether the people are in a position to pay? 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Government will think the desirability of 
it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many persons are involved and how many of them will have to 
bear the burden of this expenditure of about a lakh of rupees? 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: I want notice. 
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Riport of the ailogod opidomic of cattlo from oortain dislHots in Bongid» 

*23. Khan Bahadur HASHEM ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government have received any report of the serious epidemic of cattle 
from the districts of Bakarganj, Faridpiu*, Khulna, Noakhali and any other 
district J 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that — 

(t) a large number of' cattle have died of this epidemic during the month 
of January to May, especially in the four districts mentioned 

al)ove; and 

(ii) most of the cultivators ha\e i»ot yet started cultivation for want of 
cattle ? 

(c) Will the ITon'ble Minister be jdeased to state whether the Government 
have advan(*ed loans to these cultivators for the purjiose of purchasing cattle. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (c/i Yo. 

(b) (i) Statistics of mortality were verified by the various workers during 
their visits to the affected centres and from their rejuirts it seems that the 
number of victims during the ])erio(l referred to was not unusually high. 
In fact the infection in most lases wuis suppresNed very promptly. 

(n) No. The cultivators have managed to cultivate an unusually largo 
acreage. No lands have becui rejiorted to be lying fallow due to want of 
plough bullocks ^ 

(c) Agricultural loan.s have l>een and are l)eing distributed in the districts 
of Furidpur, Bakarganj and Noakhali to enalde the culti\ators to purcba.se 
cattle. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With reference to answer 
(h) w'ill the Government let us know who are these various workers who 
verified the statistics of mortality ? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8; Workers in the districts of Hiikarganj, 
Faridpur, Khulna and Noakhali, etc. These workers went there to jiee 
things. No specific name can be mentioned, because in that case 1 want 
notice. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the average amount of loans given to the people to buy 
cattle ? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WAS: I want notice. 

* 8«eurity prisoner Btrandra Kishora Saha. 

•24. Maidvi ABDUL WAHED: ia) U the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Home Dej>artment aware of the fart that Birendra Kishore Saha» an 
* undertnal prisoner now a Hecurit> prisoner in the Comilla Jail, has been 
recently admitted into the jail ho^pitalP 
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^b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
f)e pleased to state the nature of his disease and the period he passed in the 
jail hospital ? 

(r) Is it a fact that he was beaten just before his admission into the jail 
hospital ? 

(fJ) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hnirble Minister l>e pleased to state what action, if any, he 
proposes to take to stop the jiraetiee of beatiiijyr security prisoners in future? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) ; (a) No. 

(b) to ((’} Do not arise. 

Mr^ ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reteience to answer (b), will the 
non'ble Minister be pleased to state whether Birendia Ki^hore Saha has 
recently suffered from any disease? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to tell us when this question w^as received? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was received when the last 
Ministry was in office in March, 1943. 

Withholding lottors of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu by Deputy 
Commissioner, Special Branch. 

*25. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (ot Will the Hon ble Minister 
m charjife of the Hume (lulls') IXq^rtment be pleased to state whether any 
letter or Ic'tteis, written (o oi l)y Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, u.l.a., now 
a Hecuritv prisomu* in the l’resideni \ diul, were w ithheld ? 

(7>) If so, (/) by w lioni ; toi what rea-on ; and {in) under what rule? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’hle Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (<?) Mr. Kundu i.s no longer a security prisoner but 1 under- 
stand that three letters written by Mr. Kundu had been withheld during 
his. detention in the Presidency Jail. 

(h) The letters in (piestion were all withheld by the Deputy Commis- 
aioner of Police, Sjieriul Branch, Calcutta, for violating the provisions of 
rule 19 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: There are several provisions in nile 
19. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us which provisions were 
violated? 

Khan Nahadur MOHAMMED ALI. They violated some provisions of. 
rule 19. To say exactly w-bich provisions were violated I want notioe. 
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Writing of letters by the security prisoners and rules regarding showing 

of history tickets. 

*26. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) Will the Iloirble Minister 
in charge of the Home lJail>^\ Ih^parimeiit be pleaseil to state whether 
under the Bengal Sei nrity JVisoners Buies, the security prisoners are 
required’ to write only on one side of letter paj>ersy 

(h) If the answei t(' id) is in the negative, will the lloirble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for withholding security prisoners’ letters 
• written on lK)th sides by the censoring authorities? 

(c) Will the Hoiride Minister he pleased to state whether under the 
rules the security prisoners are entitled to see their history tickets with 
respect to — 

(t) timely despatch of iheii letters, and 

(u) recording of their exjtenditure st)ent from their private cash? 

{(1) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
jirovision in the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules to the effect that Jail 
Code Rules regarding classitied prisoners will apply and be followeil i& 
matters in res|KHt ot which no provision is made in the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules? 

\c) If the answer (o u/l is in the affiniiutive, will the Hon’hle Minister 
lie pleased to state what are the rules regarding custody of and the showing 
of history tickets to the prisoneis in the lail Code? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a) The honourahle meniher is referred to rule 19 of the 

Bengal Security I'risoners Rules, 1949. 

(h) 1 have no infoiniation. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) 1 refer the honourahle memhei to lule 4 ol the Bengal Secniit\ Pri- 
soners Rules, 1940. 

(c) I refer the honourahle ineinlMT (’haptei XI of the Bengal Jail 
Code, Volume I, Seventh Kilition, a copy of which is placed in the l.ibrnty. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With refeience to answ’er (o doea 
the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to communicate to the jail autlioritiea 
inatructions for .showing the history tic’kets to the security prisoners with 
reference to the timely despatch of their letters and regarding recording of 
their expenditure spent from their private rash? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Under the rules the security 
prisoners are entitled to see their history tickets which are kept under tb« 
custody of jail authorities. Therefore, there is no necessity of issuing any 
such instructions. 
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Mfi NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell 118 if the jail authorities refuse to show the history tickets with 
reference to such matters what is the remedy on the part of the security 
prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Remedy will be to see that effect 
is given to the rule, but so far no such cfuiiplaint has been received by 
Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: As the ^Bengal Security Prisoners 
Rules have not been laid on the library table, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us tin* provisions of rule 19? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Has it not been laid? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, it has been laid 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. it is there. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon bh Minister aware that 
there liave been some controversies in the interpretation of rule lit regard- 
ing writing on both sides of letters? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We an* not aware (d any contro- 
versy. There is no such controversy regarding the interpretation of this 

rule. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: U the Hon bb Minister aware that 
letters have been constantly withheld by (he censoring authorities for writing 
on two sid(‘s of the letter paper thotigh there is a specifii* iiile allowing the 
prisoners to write on both sides? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Lettei> are not withheld, because 
under rule 19 a jirisoner i'n allowe»l to write on both >ides of half fools('ap 
papers or on four sides of post-octavo papers. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of tile answer just now 
given will the Hon’ble Minister li« pleased to state on what grounds the 
letters were withheld? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Let ter*, an* withheld for violating 
some of the provisions and unless specific instames are quoted, it is difficult 
to give answer. It seems that the honourable memher ha> not seen the 
provisions of rule 19. If he kindl\ looks up the rule, he will understand 
why letters are withheld. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to tell us which part of rule 19 was contravened by the lett^ers 
tbat were withheld? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 
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Arrast of certain security prisoners under Regulation 111 of 1818. 

*27. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: {a) Will the Hod ble 

Minister in charge ot the Home Department l>e pleaseil to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(V) that 0 secuiity pri.Noners, namely; — 

(1) Mr. Pratul Chandra Oanguli, m.l.a., 

(2) Mr. Nani Oopal Maziimdar, 

(3) Mr. Birendra Chandra (languli, 

(4) Mr. Niharendii I)utt-Maztnndai\ 

<5) Mr. Dehahrata Boy, 

(6) Mr. Sihnath Baiierjee, m.l.a., 

(7) Mr. Bijoy Sir»gh Nahar, CouiH'illor. Cah'utta CoriK^ration, 

(H) Mr. Naiendra Nath Sen (tiij)ta, 

(9) Mr. Sasanku Sekhar Sanyal, M.r..A., 

were set at lil>erty by the Calcutta High Court on HaWas CoTfms 
petitions on the did .fuiu*, 194d; 

{it, that the llon’hle .ludges of the Special Bench of the High (kmrt 
declared that the detention of the above 9 iHUsons under rule 26, 
Defence ol India Act, was illegal; 

(ill) that 7 of llic ahovenientioiied ]H*rsons who were brought to the* 
(’oiirt were re-arre.sted under Uegulation 111 of IHIH, i in me<l lately 
after tinor ielea.se; and 

{tr) tliat (> persons, namely: 

(I) Mr. V ratui Chandra (languli, 

(2) Mr. Nani (topal Mazumdar, 

(3) Mr. iSibnath Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. Bejo\ Singh Nahar, 

(5) Mr. Dehahrata Bov, 

(6) Mr. Narendra Nath Sen (lupta, 

were arrest^l by the Police Inside the Court room where ths 
Hon’ble Judge.s heard their jH^titions on Haheus Corpus? 

(h) Will the Hon’ hie Mini-iter be pleased to state where ami when 
Mr. Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdur was re-arrested under lU'gulution 111 of 
1818? 

(r) Is it a tact that on the 4th .lune, PM’l, when Mr. Birendra Chandra 
Ganguli was being escorted as a security prisoner in a police car to the jail 
he was inform^ hy his escort that he was released and re-arrested under 
Eegulation ITT of 1818? 

(</) Will the Hon hie Minister lie pleased to state the place and titn® 
when Mr. Saaanka Sanyal was informed of his release aDcl re-arrested under 
Begulation III of 1818? 
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(e) I» it a fact that the Government of Bengal issued the orders for the 
re-arrest of the above 9 persons under Regulation III of 1818? 

(/) If the answer to (e) in in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be jdeased to state the reason therefor? 

(//) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(?) the (>)uncil of Ministers cousidereil the desirability of applying the 
Regulation 111 of 1818 on these 9 j)ersous on their release by 
the Hon’ble High Court; and 

(ii) the Council of Ministers approved of the decisi<«i to a|)]dy Regula- 
tion III of 181H on these 9 persons? 

(h) If the answer to (y) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
he pleased to state the date and time when they arrived at this decision? 

(/') Is it a fact that the orders under Regulation 111 of 1818 on these 9 
persons were kept ready before the ITon’ble Jinlges iinnounced their jinlg- 

mentP 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) ; (n)(/), (?/), (d and (r) Yes. 

(ni) Yes, s<K)n after release. 

(iv) No. Sometime after the judges had left tlie Court room, oiders 
for their arrest were read out to them in the Court room and the prisoners 
follow’wl the police officer under whose direction these were read to the Hi,gh 
Court Guard room where they were informed on iiujuiry that they were under 
arrest. 

(b) In the corridor oi the High Court Buildings after he had come out 
of the Court room. 

((/) On the 5th June, 1948, at 1-80 p.m. Mr. Sanyal was int(»rmed that 
he w’us being detained under Regulation 111. The oidcr of the High (‘ourt 
directing his release from detention under Defence of India Rule was 
e/ommunicuted to Mr. Sanyal on the 9tb June, H)48. In each case the com- 
munication was made by the Su]>eriutendent, Berhampore Jail, as early 
as practicable after receiving the ordeis. Mr. Sanyal was at that time 
being treated as an indoor patient in the Hospital. 

(/) The reason nj>{>ears from th<* Warrant of Commitment which was in 
etich case in the form ui>peariug as a Schedule to Regulation III of 1818. 

(/;) to (i) In the public intere'^t, I am not prepaje»l to answer the«e 
questions. 

Dr# NALINAKSHA SANYAL* With reference to Mr. Sa.sanka Sekhar 
Sanyal will the Hon’ble Minister be please^ to state if at any stage he was 
informed that under the orders of the High Court he was released? 

Tho Hon*blO Khwajl Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the honourable 

member lo answer (d). 

Oft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, I am putting this question witk 
reference to that answer. 
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Tlw Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs It iii there oategoricully. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The ansM'er is that the order of the 
High Court was communicated to Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sauyal on the 9th 
of June, 194J. When was the order received hv the Superintendent of the 
Jail? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask tor notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When was the order issued l»v the High 
Court ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From the answer it appears 
ver\ likely on the oth of June. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: l.s it a fact that the order wa.s issued 
on the 3rd June and that very evening a telegram was sent to the Superin- 
tendent of Berhampore Jail from the Soeretariat here din‘(‘ting the Superin- 
tendent not to relea.se Mr. Sasanka Sekhar San>al in .spite of the High 
Court orders? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I correct myself. The 3rd 
of .lime was the date of the order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: l.s it a fact that a telegram was sent 
from the Writers’ Building.s to the Superintendent. Berhampore .laiU 
directing him not to take action on the order of the High Court? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Mini.ster he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the High C<»urt ordet was announced in all the 
newspapers and the attention of the Superintendent, Berhamjioii* Jail, wa.s 
invited to that order on the early morning of the 4lh June? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon Ide Minist er be pleased 
to state what are the reasons that the Superintendent of the' Jail took such 
a long time — from the 3rd .lune to the 9th June^ — to communicate the sai<l 
order to Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would again refer the 
honourable member to answer (d). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The answer is that the order was com- 
municated on the 9th of June, 1943. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answer says that the 
communicatioB was made by the Superintendent, Berhampore Jail, as early 
as practicable after receiving the orders. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that when orders of courU 
releasing the priHoners are given the prisoners are communicfited those 
orders immediately and release effected as soon as possible thereafter? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is luore or less a fr<*npral question. Put a specific 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In this particular case is the Hou’ble 
Minister aware that a specific order of Mr. Sanval's release was communi- 
cated lo the Superintendent of the Jail on the 4th of June! f.s the Hon’ble 
Minister in a position to deny that? » 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: rommunicated by whom.^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: By the He^nst rar of the Hi^h Court. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Since tlie release order by the 
High (- lourt was passed on the ^Ird of June, and .since the iresh order was 
dated oth of June, will the Hon’Ide Minister lie pleased to state what was 
the le^-ul basis for the intermediate custody? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwa)a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tliat a le^al matter I 
cannot ^^ive any ojiinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Witli referenrt* to iiiiswei (?r) where it 
W'as said that orders tor their arrest were read out to them in the Court 
room sometiim* after the Judj^es had left the Court, will the Hon'ble 
Mini.ster be pleased to state exactl\ th(* hour when thc^ were arrested or 
when the orders were read out? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is more than he can ]>OHsild\ say. 

Dr. IjALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale if it is a fact tliat on the 4t4i June Mr. Sanyal was detained in the 
Berhampore Sadar Ho.spital and intended to j?o to his residence but he wa.s 
prevented from K‘hn^ there and if that fact wa> accepted wliat wa.s the 
legal autliorilN to keep him under detention? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on ean a>»k a question to elicit fact-'. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tlie Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
etate whether it is a fact that Mr. Sanyal was preventetl from going to his 
home from the Berhampoie Sadar Uoapitai u here he was iletainetl on the 
4th of June? * 

Thf Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of punishing the person or persons who are 
resjKuisible for illegally detaining Mr. Sanyal and restraining his personal 
liberties on the 4th of June, 194J? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y"ou assume that there was illegal detention. You 
cannot do that. 
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Grant of family allowanoe to certain security prisoners. 

*28. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails^i Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(0 security ])risoners Babu Tara]»ada (rhosh and Babu IMianindra Naith 
Chakravarty, detained at present in the Presidency lail and the 
Mymensingh Jail respectively, applied to the (lovernment for the 
grant of family all(»wances; 

(ii) Babu Tara]»ada (ihosh was maintaining bis family members 
with his earnings derived from his stati«>nery and book shops 
whi('h he had at Bole|)iir in the district of Birbhnm ; and 

(iif) Babu Plianindra Nath Phakravarty was maintaining his family 
members from his earnings as a Homoeopathic medical practitioner 
at Kishoreganj in Mymensingh? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the afhimative, will the Tlon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the amount of family allowances that have been granteil to 
each of them? 

(cl If no allowances have been granted to them, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he [)lease<{ to .>iatc the reason> thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (o im Yes. 

(li) His income from the sloip was Bs lo to Us.‘.2t) per month The 
family had income from landed jiroperties as well. 

(?V/i Yes He had alao Home income from private tuition, hhtnnar lauds 
and insurance agency. 

(h) A family allowance of Bs.tiO per motith has. been granted to Btthu 
Tarapada (thosh. An allowance of Ks per month was originally granted 
to Babu Phanindra Nath Cliakravurt\ whn h has l)een im'reased to Rh. 80 
per month in the light of our present p<diey 

(c) Does not arise. 

Family allowance of Babu Dhirendra Kumar Ghosh of Bankura. 

*29. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: <oi Is the HonJde Minister in 
charge ot the Home (Political) Department aware that — 

(i) Babu Dhirendra Kumar fjhosh of ffankura IDwii has been detaineil 

in the Midnapore Central Jail from the lOth Sejitemher, 1942; 

(n) on the* 2Tth Octolier, 1942, and on the 2nd March, I94J, the said 
prisoner a|>plied to the (fo%erTiment for a suitable monthly allow- 
ance from the date of his arrest ; 

(fii} the aforesaid prisoner received the news of the consideration of his 
petition on the 16tb Apiil, 1943, under memorandum No. 3116H.J. 
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(iv) the aforesaid prisoner received monthly allowance when he was 

detained under Benffal (^iminal Law Amendment Act in the 
years 19*12 to 19.37; and 

(v) at the time of his previous detenlion he was unmarried and a student, 

and enj^a^ed as an apjuenfice in the Government Rifle Factory, 
Ishapore, 24-Parf^anas, at the time of arrest? * 

(h) If the answers to {n) (it) and {}ii) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’hle Minister he plea^jed to state whether any allowance has been sanc- 
tioned as yet ? • 

(c) If the answer to {}>) is in the negative, will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state — 

(/) the reason therefor; and 

(Li) whether Government are con‘?iderinjr the desirahility of granting a 
Huitahle monthly allowance t(» his family from the date of his 
arrest ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (ol(/) to (///) and (r\ yes, 

(fc) No. The father re<eived oti allowance from 193()-3ft. 

(h) Yes. Rujiees twenty has been sanctioned by fi(»vernnient . 

(c) Does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawera to which were laid on the table) 

Opening of CovernmenUoontroltod shops in Calcutta. 

11« Mr. D« N. SEN: \a) Will the llou’ble Minister in ('barge of the 
Civil Supplies I)e[)artnient lx* pleased to state whether Government propose 
to open 400 shofw in order to supply foodstuffs to the people of Calcutta? 

(h) If the answer to u/) is in th(‘ atfirmative, will the llon’ble Mini.ster be 
pleased to state how many >u( h (n»\ernnieiit shojis have so far been oj>enedP 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether — 

(i) Government have taken into account that the needs of a vast and 
growing |H»puIation of a large city like Cab utta can be adequately 
and efl'ectively met by only 400 Government shoi^s ; and 
(*f) it. is the intention of the Government to enforce rationing in Calcutta 
through the machinery* of these shops alone? 

(d) If the answer to tc)(n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(f) what are the advant^es that Government expects to accrue by the 
replacement of the existing controlled shops; and 
(t») what will be the total cost of running these shops? 
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(р) Do the Goveriiiuent projxjse to open these shops — 

(i) to supplement the services already done by the exist iiijif dealers; or 

{ti) to replace the existing dealers and traders? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Non’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): {u) Yes. 

(h) 30. 

(с) (7) (iovermnent are aware that the nee<ls of (’alciitta (annot he fully 
met by 400 Government shops. 

(it) No. 

(d) Do not arise. 

(e) The intention is to replace ^raduall\ the existing “controlled” shojMi, 
as far as practicable, by Govorninent Distributing (Vutres. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon bie Minister 
be pleased to state whether the general public in ( ah utta prefer existing 
traders to Government controlled shops? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is a matter of opinion. 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased to 
state the number of Government shops and private shops recently opened 
in ('alcutta? 

The Hon’bta Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not e.xactlv remember. 
1 think tlie numbers were published only recently in the papers by 
Mr. Hartley. So far as 1 remember there are 440 Gov(‘rnment sliojis, 400 
private shops and a ver.\ laige number of industrial shops. 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will th- Ilon'blr Minister be pleased to 
state what are the conditions on which private shop.s have been stdected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I would submit that the 
question doe.s not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Mmistei be pleased 
to state, after having examined the aiixweis carefully, if these figures ajiply 
to the present day conditions in* t4> those eomlitioiis uhii h olOained wdien the 
answers were drafted in tlie Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Obviously they refer to the 
conditions w'hen the reply to the question wu.s drafted. Since then much 
water has flowed under the bridge. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The ausi^er is placed before the 
Assembly today. It is a matter of privilege of the House to know the 
pre.sent positidn. 

Th6 Hon’bit Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : 1 have given you the numbers. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the present number is 
only 30 under (b)? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. That was the case when 
the answer was drafted in Septeinl>er last. 

Or. MALIHAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (e), nameljs 
that the intention is to replace gradually the existing “controlled’' shops, 
us far as ])racticuhle, hy Government Distributing Centres, does that inten- 
tion still hold good ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. That was the past 
intention. 

8rijut NARENDRA MATH DA8 GUPTA: What are the conditions 
under which private dealers and traders are allowed to distribute the 
rationed articles to the citizeiiH of Calcutta? 

Thf Hoii’blo Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I make m\ submission that 
this question d(n*s not arise (»ut of the main question. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Hut that point i.s to be 
decided by Mr. Speakei . 

The HoiPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, and 1 have made my 
subraissirtn to him. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Out of which (juestion doc'-^ your su]>plementar\ (jues- 
tion arise, Mr. Das Gupta? 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sii, Government wants to 
replace existing dealers and traders but there are existing dealers and traders 
to distribute rationed articles. present question arises out iif that jioint. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Hut he has already answered that the matter has been 
clarified sub.sequently. 

Erijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Hut we do not know where 
he has said that. 

Mr« 8PEAKER: He has aheady said that. 

BabU A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the HoiCble Minister be pleased to 
state W'hetber it is a fact that in the case of Government shops 3,000 ration 
card-holders have been allotted but in the case of private ration shops only 
1,500 ration canl-liolder.s lia\e been alhuted? And wdiy has this differen- 
tiation lM»en made? 

The Hon’bJe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The differentiation arises on 
account of the tact that the\ are }>nvate ration shop.s and the (dhers are 
Government-controlled shops. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view^ of the anti-diluvian character 
of the answ'ers given, does the Government consider the desirability of 
redrafting the answer? 

Mr. EPiAKER: I think that is not necessary in view of the fact that 
he has given you all facts with regard to this question. 
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Ripiir of houses under the edministretion of OfRottl Reooiver. 

12. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ron ble Minister in 

charge of the Judicial Department be pleUvsed to state — 

(i) the number of houses that have been re|>aired under the administra- 
tion of the Ofheial Deceiver. High Court, Calcutta, during the 
, financial year 1941-42 with their respective cost; 

(it) the names of the contractors that were entrusted to repair those 
houses ; and 

(m) who placed the orders for these contracts, and on what terms 1^ 

(6) Will the Tlon’ble Minister Ik* jdeased to state whether tenders were 
invited to ascertain the cost ot repairs? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making an 
enquiry into the administration of the Official Keleiver’s office? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blt 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): A statement is laid on 

the LibraiN Tabic 

(u) (1) General Constnictictn Co., i2> Siimany & Co., (ID G. I’ir, (4) Oity 
Builders Syndicate, (5) M. li. Roy, (fi) Mangoe Flectric (’o., (7) P. Boseck 
A Co., and (8) Ganeshi liall Shah 

(m) Official Receiver; terms according to prevailing market rates. 

[//) Yc^. when the amouiil exceeded Rs 2.090. 

{c) No. The office has recently l>een inspected generally by an officer 
on special duty and his report is under consideration. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 

officer iji inspection^ ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; An 

officer of the position of a District Judge. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: jj i 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: It is 

under the conNideratit)!! ot (iovernmeiit now. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: it may W under the consideration of 
Government, but 1 want to know what is that report? ni rejiort 

^ I 

The Hon’bte Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: It is 

still under consideration and therefore it cannot be published at its present 
stage. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: ’Pnr 

consider Carol’S ? 
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THb Hofi’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: That 

1 cannot Hay. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E; WRfC^ 

fV « Official Receivers? aiTN'J SRT ^ '5 «f55 5RRt? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I would like to draw your attention 
to the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister, namely. “Yes, when the 
amount exceeded Us. 2,0()()”. That implies that the amount exceeded 
Rh. 2,000 in some cases. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then you want to verity the correctness <»t‘ your state- 
ment. That is no question and 1 do not allow' it. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: cW.yr 

Official Receiverti]^ <T^TfC^<I ^ 

Otori ^ c^R ^ 5 rtwH i 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRAFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 1 

have already answered that question. 

Impoaition of ooliootive flna in Balurghat subdivision. 

13. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: {u) Will the Hon hie Minister 
in char,ge of the Home ])ei>artment be pleased to state — 

(i) the total amount ot culleetive fine imposed on Haliiighat subdivision; 

(ii) the names of villages and the number of persons, where and on whom 

the collective fine was iiniM)8ed ; 

{ill) the reasons for imposing the fine; 

(iv) at whose initiative the fine was imj>osed; 

(r) the maximum time allowed for dejmsiting the hues; and 
(vi) .the maximum and minimum amount imi>osed on a single imiividual 
(6) Is it a fact that the time allowetl for payment was very shorts 
(r) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(</) Is it a fact that fines were impos(*d on two non-resident zemindars 
of the subdivision P 

(c) If tbe reply to id) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Thi H0fl*bl« Khwtlt 8lr NAZIMUDDIN: {a)\t) to (tii), (r) and (vt) 1 
refer the honourable memlier to the Home (Tolitical) Department notification 
No. 20826R., dated the 21st ()etol>er, 1942. and to the Press Note of the 
District Magistrate of Dinajpur ]mblished sometime during the first week of 
November, 1942, copies of which are laid on the library Table. 
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(iv) As usual, the fine was imposed on the recommendation of the District 
Mag:i8trate. 

(6) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

id) Yes. 

(e) The attention of the honourable meml)er is invited to the explanation 
to .section 3 of the Collective Fines Ordinance, 1942. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With regard to answer {d\ yes, will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleust‘d to state the amounts that the two non* 
resident zammdars of the suhdivismn were each recjuired to ]uiy under the 
eollt‘r‘tive fines ini)>osed thereon y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notiee 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : When was this answer received ^ It 
is ah^^l^d that a Parhi\inentai\ StM-retary who lia> no other duty to perform 
hut this only and who pan! ioi this work does not come prepared to 
properly iiiiswei (juestioiLs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil cannot certainly argue in that way in putting 
suppleiiHUitarv (iUesTions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is It not a tact that one of the eumindars 
wa- riMiuiied to pa\ at first as mucii us Its. ll),tH)t) as collective fine!^ 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I tliink that ipiestion does 

l;()t arise. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (hi a pmnt of order, Sii . The ques- 
lion (//Mm wants to know the t<ita! amount (d c<illective fine imposed on 
Balurgliat suhdivisuni In the re])l> ik> amount has been mentioned hut 
ii refeTence has )>eeu m.ole to some Notification and Press-Note somewluTe 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It h as been iiUued on the Library 
Tahh 

Mr. SPEAKER: W'ell. Khan Bahadui, when Sir Naziiniidilin is rejdv- 
ing, holh ot you cannot answer tie* same question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It will he seen ihat in addition to the 
Total amount ot the collective fine that is wanted, the names of villages 
and the iiumher of jiersons where ami on whom the collective fine was 
imposed, are also wanted. But Sir Nuziniuddin takes the plea that m\ 
-question does not arise. I submit that the question was clearly indicative 
of the quantity, the amounts and the persons involved and the answer was 
also given in that light. In resptuise to question {d) which is more specific, 

I want to know what were the re.sp<^ctive amounts, and I subiuil that this 
question does arise from the main question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have already got it. These are to be found 
on the Library table. 

7 



86 


QUESTIONS. 


[2nd Feb., 


The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit. Sir, that in this 
matter we are goin^^ into the K<*DeraI question of details. The previous 
Speaker repeatedly tohl u« that if details w^ere w'anted those must he put 
in the body of the question it.self. We cannot anticipate that details will 
arise in connetdion with any f^eneral question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Que stion {( 1 ) is specified — fines 
were imposed. They are also inclusive of amounts of fines. So, sufficient 
notice is there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In fact, my knowledj^e is 'that the 
names of the persons were but your office had taken out the names 

because some rules are there under whi<b the names need not necessarily 
be given. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I will look into the matter. 

The Hoti’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
I hope the honourable member will withdraw' the remarks he has made 
about the I’arliamentary Secretary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I am never in the habit of withdrawing 
anything. While reaffirming my statement that Parliamentary Secretaries 
do not come sufficiently prepared with facts 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 object to it. He has no business 
to make a statement like that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I enquire of the Hon'ble Minister 
concerned as to w'hat is the present state of realisation of the collective fines 
imposed on the two non-resident zemindars of the subdivision ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The case of one of the non-resident 
Bemindars, namely, Maharaj Bahadur Singh, is still under the consideration 
of Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lloirble Mini.ster be pleased 
to tell us what is the maximum time allowed ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
the Press-Note which makes it clear. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 want the time. There is no 
reference to time for payment in the Press-Note. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, it is said, within five days. 
If you refer to the Press-Note laid on the Library Table you will find that 
time allowed was for five days. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (6) No ^ 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us how does he reconcile his 
answer to (6) with what he now says that the maximum time allowed was 
five days P 
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Khan lahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. FWa 
days is not a Tery short notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: For realisation of Rs. 10,OOOP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mostly they were in sums varyinfir 
from Rs. 5 to Rs. 100. 

Ralaasa of seoiirity priaonora to visit their siok reiativee, 

14. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Depuj tinent be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that — 

{i) the Government announced in a Preys Note in September^ 1042, their 
decision to tem{M>rarily lelcase security prisoners to visit near 
relatives in case of critical illness; and 

(u*) the Hon’ble Cliici Miniyter in hi^ statement l)efoie the Hon.^e on 
the loth September, 1942, declared the decision of the G(»vein- 
ment to temporarily release security prisoners to visit near 
relatives in case of critical illness? 

{h) If the answer'^ to (o)0) and in) are in the affinnative, will the Hon‘hle 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) how many se( Uiit\ }>risonerH since the announcement of the Hon’hle 
Minister have In’en allowed temporary release to visit their near 
relatives in case of critical illness; 

(ii) how many se( iirity prisoners applied for temjwrary release to visit 
their near relatives in case of critical illness; 

(ill) the total nuinlier cd security prisoners who applied for leinjxirary 
release to visit their near relatives in case of critical illness up 
to date ; and 

ri'r) how many security pii.soiieis \^eie allowed temporary release to visit 
their ailing relatives during the jieriod? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether the following 
security prisoners applied for temiK>rar>’ release to visit near relatives in 
case of critical illness : — 

(i) Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguli applied to visit his mother in case of 
her critical illness on the 6th and the 6th October, 1942, 

rii) Mr. Birendra ( handra Ganguli applied on the 8th October, 1942, 
to visit his mother in critical condition, 

(in) Mr. Bibhuti Mukerji applied on 27th Deceralwr, 1942, to visit his 
mother in critical condition, 

(ir) Mr. Paramesh Roy Chowdhury applied on the 27th November, 1942, 
t(f visit his father in critical condition, 

(r’ Mr. Saradindu Bose applied on 16th January, 1943, to visit his sister 
in her critical conditian, 
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(vi) Mr. Behari Lai Paria applied to visit his mother in critical condition 
on IQth January, 1943, 

(vti) Mr. Bhupendra Kishore Rakshit Boy applied in case of his father’s 
critical condition before death and afterwards for ^radk ceremony, 

ivin) Mr. Anil Chandra Roy applied in case of his father’s critical illness 
before death and afterwards for sradh ceremony, 

{ijc) Mr. Mihir Mukherji applied in case of his eldest brother’s serious 
illness before death and afterwards in case of his mother’s serious 
illness, 

t.r) Mr. Khitish Chandra Bhowmik applied in case of his mother’s critical 
illness Wfore her death and afterwards for sradh ceremony, and 
uf^^ain aj>plied in case of his father’s serious illness, and 

Ui) Mrs. Lila Roy applied in case of critical illness of her father-in-law 
])efore his death ? 

ill) Is it a fact that none of the above security prisoners were released 
temporarily to visit their near relatives in case of critical illness? 

ie) If the answer to id) is in the affirmative, will the Ron’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hofi’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ui) (n Yes The honourable 
member has doubtless noted that in the comnniniqiie itself it was made clear 
that the couceHsion must always he subject to the ovio -riding net'cssity of 
securing public safety. 

(u) Yes. 

{h) The information asked for is not readily available and its collection 
would involve an amount of time and labour that would not l>e justifiahle 
in war time. 

ic) ami {d) Yea. 

»e) The widespread campaign of viidencc and dcstructnm which developed 
•ubfl^iueiit to the issue of the (‘ommunique, iutrodin ed an entirely new factor 
in the situation and temporary release was refused in the cases referred 
to in {d) above on security grounds. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will t)m Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the entirely new factor referred to in answer (e) 
still subsists or not? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; On a point of order. May I 
draw the attention of the House to the fact that the>e actions took place 
and the orders were passed when the supporters of the gentleman opposite 
were in office. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order. The 
Hon’ble Minister having answered this question, why is he afraid of pursuing 
Ibe question and leading it to a logical conclusion? 

Mr. SPEAKERS This is no point of order. 
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Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs My question is whether the 
entirely new factor referred to in answer (e) is still in existence or notP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: No, the situation has considerably 
improved. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer just given, 
may I khow whether this Government holds on to the policy of ttMujmrary 
release on adequate grounds referred to in the question at presents 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: It has already been mentioned 
that this concession has been given, but the overriding consideration is the 
consideration and necessity of securing public safety. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer that has 
just been given that the situation has considerably improved, may 1 know 
whether, after the improvement was noticed by the present Government, 
any such temporary release on such grounds as .set forth has been given by 
the present Government P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Wherever it is possible, such 
concessions are granted — temporary releases are granted. 


Family atlowancas of certain security prisoners lodged in Dum Dum Central 

Jail. 

IS. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Depaitment aware of the tael that — 

(i) Srijut Lalit Mohan Singh, Aswini Kumar Ganguli, I’hani Hliusan 
Mazumdar, Anil Chandra Ili>y, Earipada Bose, Suhrid Kumar 
Mullik Choudhury and Mudaii Dhar, security prisoners haiged in 
Dum Dum Cential -lail, have submitted jaditions to the Govern- 
ment for the grant of family allowance : 

{it) the dej^endeut ol those jpersons uie unable to make both ends meet 
on account of theii detention and consequent stopjjuge of their 
income as stated in their petitions ; and 

(nt) Srijut Aswini Kumar (ianguli leceived Hs.40 a month as family 
allowance on two previous occasions and that Siijut Anil Chandra 
Kay leceived Ks.TO j>er month us family allowance during hif 
period (d detention last timeP 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting them family allowances as prayed 
for without anv further loss of time? 

Tfm Hon^Me Klimja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (0 Tes, excepting Babu 
Subrid Kumar Mullik Cboudhury. 

(it) and (b) Lalit Moban Singh, Anil Chandra Roy and Aewini Kumar 
Ganguli have been granted family allowance at Re. 40, Rs.20 and He. 60 par 
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mensem^ rospectirely. Lalit Singh has been released recently. No family 
allowance has been sanctioned to Phani Bhusan Mazumdar and Haripada 
Bose. The case of Madan Dhar is under consideration. 

(fl) (Hi) I have no information. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the present amount granted to the family of 
Aswini Kumar Ganguli as allowance? 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
answer (a) (ii) and (h), 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: It is not dear there. It is 
mentioned that family allowance has been granted at 411. Rs. 20 and 
Rs. fit). What is granted actually is not dear. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is obviously R.^ tio. The word 
‘^respectively” is there. Obviously Aswini Kumar (ianguli has been grant- 
ed family allowance at K‘s. 00 per month. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to tell us the number of dependants of Anil Chandra Roy for whom 
only Rs. 20 has ])een granted.’^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
tell us on what basis these allowances were calculated or granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: M< )st of these jietitioris were 
rejected by the previous Ministry but they were nn'onsidered in view of 
the liberal policy of the present Ministry and that is wh> as liberally as 
possible these allowances were granted. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell u.M something to substantiate the statement that an allowance of R». 20 
per month liSvS been liberally granted t(» Anil (^huiuiru Roy? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir, if his pre-arrest income 
is taken into consideration, then it will be found that Rs. 20 is quite liberal. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the HonTde Minister 
be pleased to tell us whether it is in pursuance of the liberal policy of the 
present Government that no lamiK allowance has been sanctioned to Phani 
Bhusan Mazumdar and Haripada Bose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because their cases were not 
deserving of consideration and they were rejected by the previous Ministry. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUOHURI: Sir. the question has not 
been properly answered. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has given some answer; it may not be satisfactory 
to you. 
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Bai HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: I am only drnwinjr your 
attention that the reply was to this effect — No family alloNvance has been 
sanctioned to Phani Bhusan Mazumdar and Haripada Bose. Whether it 
has been sanctioned by the previous Government or not is not the point. 
After hearing the reply of the Parliamentary Secretary that Government 
has adopted a more liberal policy I put the question whether in purusuance 
of the liberal policy no family allowance has been sanctioned. 

Mr^ SPEAKER; This is a criticism of the policy. This is no supple- 
mentary question. 

HELD OVER STARRED QUESTION 

Offering of prayer by Muslim students in the premises of the Edward 

College, Pabna. 

*11. Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: (n) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Kdiicutioii Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that |H‘rniission to otter pia\t*r by the Muslim students in u partiriilar 
room in the pixunises of the Pabna Edward College has been withdrawn b> 
the Principal I' 

(h) If the an.swei to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken in the matter? 

(r) Do the Government contemplate tr. restore the room for the purpose. 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {a) Yes. 

(h) Government have appro\ed of the arrangements imnle by the 
Governing Bodv of the ('ollege that, iMUidiag construction ot a prayer hall 
outside the college premises, the Muslim .students should use the northern- 
most room of the main Muslim hostel provided “Azan” is not railed 
loudly. 

(c) No. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Point of Priviiogo. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before we take up 
the business this afternoon I would invite v^our attention on a point of 
privilege to the very negligent manner in which members of this Assembly 
are being treated by your office. I find, Sir, today laid on the table outside 
the Hall four letters which are stamped. Evidently they have come over 
through the post office. The letters are addressed to several members of 
the As.sembly. (Khan Bahadur Mohauueu Ali : How' could you 
get the letters?) They were lying there strewn. (Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali: And you simply picked them up!) Sir, we 
expect that such letters should be redirected to the addresses of 
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the luembera concerned. Only if the clerk concerned is directed 
by the vSecretary to take off the Assembly addresses of the members and put 
down the residential addre.sses in Calcutta, the members will be very much 
helped. I would again appeal to you. Sir, to see that your office remembers 
that it exists for the members and not the members for the office, (Dr. 
Sanyal handed over the letters to Mr. Speaker.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is not fair to put it 
in the language in which the honourable member has done. There has 
been no such previous practice. 

Dfa NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ye.s, that is the practice. The letters 
of members are always redirected to the residential addresses of the members 
ill this way. 

Mft SPEAKER: I will look into it. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sii, 1 beg to infroduct* 
the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill. 11)44. 

(Secretary then nnid the short title of the Bill.) 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Finame (Sales Tax) Amendment 
Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, in September last when presenting the Budget for l!)4d-44 J inionii- 
ed the House that Government would introduce a Bill to enhance the sale* 
lax at the earliest possible opportunity and had it not been for tin* fact 
that the September session took plu(*e immediately before the Ihijas and 
we had to adjourn before the Pujas, 1 .‘should have probabl\ l>i‘eu able to 
take steps to have the Bill introduced in that sessirm. The estimates which 
I presented in September last showed that during the current year our 
expenditure would exceed our revenue In 7 crorcs 117 lakhs of rupees. I 
regrt't to inf(»rm the House tliat the estimates which I shall ]>resent before 
Uic House later this month \\ould show that the ^ear^^ actual deficit i.^ likely 
to be considerably larger. In these cireumstances I ieel it unneces.Nar\ for 
me to enlarge on the needs for rai>ing additional revenue. The provisions 
of the Bill are briefly: (/) to <louble the rate »>f the ta,\ ; {//) t(' make 
consequential increase in the deduction admissible under clause (h> of sub- 
section (2) of secti(»n o; and {lu) to make an important addition to the 
schedule of tax-free goods. 

Sir, I shall take the last of these provisions first. In the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons I have claimed that the only necessity of life not 
already included in the schedule of tax-free goods is the poor man’s cloth. 
It is true that handloom-woven cloth is already exempt, but the bulk of 
the cloth used by the poorer setdion of the comiuunitj* is the cheapest kind 
of machine-made cloth. In order that the proposed enhancement of the 
rate shall not throw an additional burden on the poorer classes, it is 
proposed to substitute for the existing item J6 of the Schedule an entry 
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by virtue of which all dlufolivs, httu;its and aarees whether handlooiu- 
woven or mill-made and the price of which does not^ ^xceed the amount to- 
be fixed by the Provincial Government, shall be exempt. Even when 
doubled the rate of tax would amount to only d per cent. By comparison 
with the rate of sales tax imposed elsewhere this is most moderate and. 
taken in eonjunction with the very comprehensive exemiitions, will not, 1 
am satisfied, cause hardship. 

The provision in 0>) of clause of the Bill requires a verbal e\j>lana- 
tion. Most dealers exhibit tax separatel\ in their hills, hut this is m»t 
ubliji’atory and whether the tax is sh(»wn separately or included in the price 
<iUt»ted h\ the dealers, the total ol a dealer's hill is the sale })rice or the 
price whi(‘h the dealer charj^es lor the article. The tax ]uiyable by the 
dealer to (iovernment is calculated on bis turnover u^^jrref^afe of the sale- 
price received by him, and if we are to avoid taxin^^ the dealer on that 
portion of the amount which represents the tax, it is clear that in deter- 
ininiii^' the taxable turn(»ver we have to allow him the same deduction. 
When the rate ot tax is one-iiuarter anna in the rupee, deduetion of one^ 
j)er cent, is not (jUite sufficient for this pnrposo and the dealer is. in fact, 
required \o find l-b jde out of the Re. l-S-9 that (iovernment collect from 
him on every hundred rupees of turnover. If the tax is raised to one-half 
anna in the ru 4 >ee it will he necessars to raise the deduction admissible, 
under clause id) of tk‘ctiun to d per cent. Even with this deductioa 

the dealers will still he reciuired to find a fraction of a j>ic (the exact 
fraction hcin^r -Ih^ on every turnover. 

Sir, J shall now sa.\ a few words about the Sales Tax itself and in doinjf 
80 I sliall he ver\ brief. The inqiositioii of a tax on the sale or purchase 
of j;(K»ds j)io(eeds princit)all \ mi the a>sumi)tion, ij^norinfir academic contro- 
versies about direct and indirect taxes, that it is just only because i| is 
iiecessar.N . It i.s als(» really an etjUitahle tax hecunse it hears a direct rela- 
tion to the eonsumer’s speiidinj^ jfower. ilonourahle m<*mhcrs probably 
know that during and after tlie last war most of the ^reat countiies »d the 
world imludinjif "onie of the Dominions, inijioseil a sides tax heeaust* tlie 
prineipal just ifieat ion for the sales tax is its pioductivjt} . that is, its yield; 
and it is tliis iinaluetivity whieh in India attracted the rujudity of needy 
Finame Ministers of Provinces (Rai li.\RhM)R.^ N.mji Chai luii ui : Finaiive 
Ministers ot iieed\ pioMiices:). In MadraK as cuily as llt-fil there wafi 
imposed a general sales tax — the fir"! e(unprehensi\ e sales tax in India. 
We must realise tliat in the alhxatioii <d revenues between the Centre and 
the Provinees, the Provinces’ share is jiraeticall\ inelastic and the sale.s tax 
provides us with a weap(»n, and I think a very good w'eapon, of iiicreaHing 
our revenues without impo.sing hardships on the people. 1 do not think 
that more words are needed to commend iny motion to the aeeeptance of 
the House. 

Of. NALINAKiHA 8ANYALS Mr. Speaker, Sir, during the la»t 
session of the Assembly when the Hon’ble Finance Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please move your motion. 
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Of« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I claim that I have got the right to 
move lant of all, if I like. I have my own freedom in that regard. I am 
at liberty io criticise generally and then move my motion. I give you that 
assurance. J shall not get away. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, is it not neces.sarv first to 
move the motion? Is he speaking generally? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not allowing a general discussion now. It is 
desirable that the motion should ))e moved first and then a general discus- 
sion will be allowed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Since the honourable member has 
given you the as.surance that he is moving it 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am allowing him. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He says that he will move last of 
all. He must move his motion first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is a point of order, 1 stand on 
my rights to move when I please. I will quote chapter and verse to show 
that members of Government including the Hon’ble Chief Minister have 
delivered their speeches and towards the end have moved their motions 
tabled in their name, I (‘an give you hundreds of instances in which the 
last words of the inember-in-charge were: “With these words, Sir, I move 
my motion or resolution”. There have l>een numerous such cases. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sunyal, 1 am not going to give a ruling on this 
thing. But you please move your motion first. 

pr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 shall obey your direction. Sir. I 
beg to move by way of amendment that the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax> 
Amemlmeiit Hill, 11^44. be circulated tor the purpoNC of eliciting public 
•opinion thereon by tlie dlst of December, 1944. 

During the lust session of th(‘ Assembly, when the Hon’ble Minister in 
•charge of Bengal’s finances regaled us with the story of the tragic failure 
to put the finances of this Province aright and while he was threatening 
UB with increavsed burdens of taxation, some of us really knew and appre- 
Eeuded that various bombshells were coming on us not merely from the 
enemy from the east but also from our so-called irieiids from within. But 
little did we conceive that the bombs that were being manufactured in the 
•archives of the Finance Department of the Bengal Secretariat were of such 
a character as would tear to pieces the economic life of the province and 
would make normal living difficult. 

Sir, during the last session. I had invited the attention of Government 
tojieveral cases of lacunae in the working of the Bengal Finance Sales Tax 
Act and I did expect that the Government would at least have the courtesy 
io examine carefully whether there was any justification or not in my Buh- 
nuBsioBB. I also hoped, although I am not expecting too much from this 
Oovernment, that at least on matters like this where the Opposition and 
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members of the Government party have equally to suflfer, they would have 
the good-sense of examining the various points suggested by me and various 
public institutions before a legislation or legislative amendment was sought. 
But when we were all asking for bread, little did we know that stones were 
being kept ready for us at a later stage. 

The Uon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Adequate notice was 
given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. about stones. We did not expect 
that Government would onl> come forward with an amending Bill with 
a view to increase the revenue without a<lt‘quute consideration of tiie various 
other points that need revisnui at the present monuuit. 

Sir, my objection to the Bill being t.iken into eonsideration this evening 
is on two fundamental groumK. M\ first objection is on a broad, general 
ground of not burdening the people of the Province further with an\ 
taxation measure at this stage at all: ami my set’ond objection is on the 
ground that this Bill is not a comprehensive one and does m»t cover various 
necessai’N points in regard to which the attention of the Government had 
been invited in the ])ast 

Sir. the Hon’ble Minister in charge has i lairned that in view' of the 
dejilorable state of the Province’s finances he has to raise revenue, and 
one easy and, in hia opinion, equitable manner of raising revenue is by 
just enhancing the rate in the Sab‘s lax. T siihmit, Sir, that if the 
Government are convin(‘ed that the deplorable state of the Province’s 
revenue i^ due mainly or largely to the <‘(uiditions (Teuted liy the War, 
the (Government should make it perfectly clear to those authorities who 

resjionsihle for I'onducting. maintaining and running the war. to finance 
and foot the Bill themselves. It is extremely unfair, illogical amt certainly 
w’ithout the slightest justification that people should he taxed against their 
will and beyond their capacity just because it suits some persons to carry 
on a war for protecting their possessions. W hose war are we fighting and 
what really are we going to achieve after tlie war is at an end is not at all 
known and not yet clear. If it is a war for India’s independence, surely 
I for myself and many of our part> ami most of our countrymen would 
gladly bear not only this burden but much more than that. But the w'ar 
■im of Britain is still indefinite. We, Sir. who had repeatedly expressed 
our determination to stand against the Axis Power, against Fascism, have 
been definitely told that India’s independence a domestic concern of 
Britain and in connection with the Atlantic (’barter and various other 
conferem^es and international agreements India does not find a place and 
India's independence has been of no concern. Why then should we lie 
made to foot the Bill? And even assuming that India as a whole is. 
involved, wh.v should the poor province of Bengal w'hicli has to I>ear the 
brunt of the war being nearest to the war zone have to suffer the entire 
cost that is due to present-da v war conditions? 

Sir, the additional expenses involved must be borne by the Centre. We 
made it repeatedly clear that the Government of Bengal should submit most 
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<;6t*rtive]y to flo' Central Government that any additional expenses that 
we are required t(» pay must be found by the Centre and cannot be laid 
on the poor inhabitants of this Province. 

(At this .stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I submit that I would like to speak for about half an hour more. 
(Cries of “No” from the European Benches.) This is a Bill, and in parti- 
cular, when we are moving an amendment of the Bill there is no time- 
limit. (Interjections and laughter from the European Ben(‘hes.) 1 would 
like to speak for two hours. If those ^\ho cackle have no patience, they 
cun walk out, but 1 am j)repared to stand and speak for any length of time 
and I want to convince my friends and 1 may be permitted to speak for 
some time more vinless I am repeating the same thing over again and I am 
irrelevant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou ju.st go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, .so far as this Bill, this measure 
goes, we feel that it is ill-timed, ill-advi.sed ami (juite unnecessary. In the 
first place as regards the additional revenues that the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge expects I very definitely doubt li there would be any additional 
revenue at all if all the provisions of the Bill, us they stand, are given 
effect to. Nearly 40 per (‘ent. of the present realisations come from piece- 
goods and out of the piece-goods income nearly 8(1 per cent, comes from 
what the Hon’ble Minister in charge now calls the poor man’s cloth and 
seeks to exempt. We welcome this exemption. But let not the Hon’ble 
Minister go with the illusum that with these exemjitions, even with the 
higher rate that he proposes on (»ther (‘onmiodities, the net additional revenue 
would he so much as to counter-balance the loss or deduction due to the 
exemption that is sought to Ih‘ jirovided. So the Hon'ble Minister has 
carefully avoided any calcnluti<»n as to what revenue he is expecting. 

But my objection is not merely on that ground. As I have already 
stated, we object to the levy of any tax at this moment on the poor people 
of Bengal. Bengalees have had to Mifter the vicissitudes (d the war iu 
many ways and on the lop (>f the war we hud evclone and man-made famine 
of bust year; following the famine, terrible pe.sti]ence ami disease is stalking 
the country, ami people are at their wit'.^ end : the\ do not know how* to 
eke <nit their very j)oor existence. This is surely not the atmosphere in 
which any taxation should be ]»erinitted. 

Sir, my second objection is on the ground that the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge has not indicated bow he proposes to spend the money that he wants 
to realise out of this additional taxation. When the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax A<‘t was passed, this House was given to understand on the authority 
of the then Minister iu charge of Public Finance in Bengal that the money 
levied would be directed to natiou-building work. AVe were foolishly given 
to believe that ministerial promi.ses are reaBy meant to be carried out. meant 
to be honoured. And there were many such foolish persons in the Assembly 
with whose votes the Bill was passed into an Act, AA e discovered after 
that not one single rupee out of that additional taxation could be said to 
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have been ilirected specifically to nation-buildiuj; works. Increasinjrly, 
money w^as demanded by vuriou> other new-fangled objec't<. and. Sir, most 
of the nation-building departments liad to suffer during the last three 
years of war. If the Bill goe-^ to the jmblic for tlieir o[)inion, we would 
like public of Bengal to give their verdi<*t as t() whether they would like 
to have a Bill with taxes on them imposed on general grounds, to maintain 
the police or the civic guards or to have slit trenches improved only to be 
wasted or whether they would like the money, if at all to he levied, to be 
directed to nation-building work. 

My third objection to this Bill i> on the grouml that alrt‘ud> there has 
been a phenomenal rise in the prices of tonimoditit^s aiul the original rate 
of one pice to the rupee has now given a fortuitous im'ome of a very large 
amount of money to Government because juices of connuodities have gone 
up by d(MI j)er (‘ent., 400 j)er cent ami more. Even with the same rate as 
before Government is and has been getting foi some time jKist a very large 
unexjiected and unearned levcnue Whey then should there Im‘ any attemjit 
to multiply that additional unearned re\(‘nue by two times and to increase 
the burden of the jieojile that way'' 1 have stiong (directions to imjiosition 
of any additional charge because prices have alread> been too high. 

1 object to this Bill also on the ground that contrary to what we thought 
at first the Sales Tux is actually more or h‘ss of the nature of a Profits Tax, 
and the business cominunit.\ of Bengal have already bc(*n jdaced at an 
extremcl\ unremunerativc jiosition hy the various control measure’s of 
Government and are quite unahle to hear the burden of any additional 
taxation 

Apart from the injury that this Act has caused to trader^ and husinesH- 
men, tliis Bill, if enacted, would retard jirodiiction and would very seriously 
affect the position of Bengal comjiured to other Provinces in tlie matter of 
industrial development. This might also indirectly aggravate tlie evils of 
inflation becaus4* consumers’ goods in this ]*rovince will giaduallv decline. 

The procedure, moreover, for the realisation of the Sales Tax has not 
been bailed with any amount of blessings In the j>eo|de. It has been 
causing much hardshiji to the traders. While I ncomo-'rax aiilhoritii’s 
acknowledge the statements and authenticity of accountn oi traders the Sales 
Tax authorities in Bengal reejuire new fnnii'> and new >i:itcmeiits lo 
convince them. and. Sir, there have been numerous instances in whi<‘h 
harassment and hardship have been caused to the mercliants due to these 
new requirements. 

Sir, the inclusion of the poor man’s cloth in tlie Scloolule of I’ax-fno* 
Goods is welcome, but, Sir, 1 would invite the attention of this House to 
the very ingenious manner in which this has been sought tr» be introduced. 
While introducing the exemption of poor man’s clotli the Hon hie Minister 
in charge seeks to take out the privilege already existing, the privilege 
originally granted to all clas.ses of handlooni-woven cloth. .Sir, the Act 
already enables Government to add to the list of exemptions and if Govern- 
ment really had a hona fide intention of coming to the relief of the poor 
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people of Bengal in regard to their consumption of cloth there was nothing 
to prevent Government from adding to the list of exemptions in the past. 

The Hoti*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Handloom-woven 
cloth is going to be exempted up to a certain value. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Haudleom-woveii cloths are going to be 
taxed if they are of a certain value and above. At the present moment all 
handloom-woven cloths are exempted. What the Government is trying to 
give by the right hand it is taking away by the left and probably it is 
taking more away by the left than it is trying to give by the right. In 
fact, I scratched my head at first to find out why is it that there was so 
much enthusiasm and tears for the poor man at this stage and I discovered, 
Sir, after an enquiry, that there was some history behind this exemption. 
The history behind it is tbi** that certain classes of cloth manufactured in 
Bengal by the poor weavers of Santipur and Dacca are now exempted. 
The very watchful w’atcb-dogs of the Finance Department felt that these 
exemptions should no longer exist and they issued executive order that 
certain silk cloth of Murshidabad and Benares and als(» higher grade 
Santiimr cloth and other similar costly cloth should be taxed, and they 
ruled, little caring for whatever may b(‘ in the Schedule they were con- 
vinced tliat the exempt i(tn of handlooin cloth was only with a view to give 
the poor man relief. It w’as rluimed on the other hand by the (ommercial 
community that the exemption was deliberately given after an amendment 
was made in the Assembly — and I remember it was an amendment of my 
esteemed friend Uai Harendra Nath C’haudhuri. It was givtui on the 
specific gr()und that w'e wanted to encourage handloom industry, we wanted 
to encourage indigenous local industry and wanted to sustain th(»se poor 
weavers of Bengal. And in spite of that argument. Sir. the anthoritio of 
the Sales Tux Dejiartment refused to accept the exemjition. The matter 
had to be referred to the High (’ourt un<l the ease is still pending. It is 
the case of Iswar Das Kupo<u* A Sons against the Bengal Government. It 
has been our experience that wbem‘ver (lovernment is in difficulty having 
transgressetl the bounds of law Nionewheie it either tries to correct that 
legal defect by an enactment of a subseipient legislation with retro'^pei t ive 
effect or by taking recourse to t htliiiances 

1 ])resume that in this particular ca«e the Defence of India Kule> ( ould 
not very well be invoked and therefore b\ a clever subti*rfuge. in order to 
get away from the possible castigatiiui of the High Court of Judicature in 
Bengal, Government are trying to get handloom cloth out of the exempted 
list. 

Sir, it will be noticed in section (1 that it is only when Government 
wants to take something away from the list of exemption, — that is in section 
(it;?),— it is only when they are intent to reduce the number of exemptiona 
that an amending legislation is necessary. Wheu bow^ever they intend to 
add to the list of exemptions no such measure is required. They <M>uld do 
it under executive orders, because the rules and the law enable the same. 
I submit, Sir, that it is extremely unfair and improper to take recourse 
$0 such a measure in the name of relieving the poor men of Bengal. 
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Sir, I shall now oom^ to the set'ond set of my objections 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Saiiyal, you have already taken t?8 minutes. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have two sets of objections — one 
relatinjjf to the fiiiaiieial sjide and another relatin^r to the lacunae. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How lon^^ will >ou take^ 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is diihcult to sa> that. If the 
House does not permit me to go on 1 may have to sj)eak on some other 
motion, because I \^unt t»> take this tipportunity to lay before the House 
all the lacunae in tlic operation ot this Act. whiih have been discovered 
so lar and which 1 have been able to collect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our other friemK in the House may also want to 
speak. All right, you go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I now come. Sir, to the various lacunae 
in the present legislation which I have been able to disc(»ver and which I 
presume have also been noted bv (lovernment during the operation of this 
Act for the last 2 — d >ears. 

The fii^t important lacuna that I have discovered is that c'ontrary to 
the assurances given and to the very sjiacious platitudes with whi(‘h we 
were regaled, this Act is now diseo\ered not to he an onc-])oint tax Act. 
There is nothing in this enactment, not one clause, oni' section of sub- 
section anywhere uhich Ntates that a commodit\ cannot be t:ixed twice, 
althtmgh, Sir, that was the declared intention. As a result, there have 
been numerous cases ot double taxation and also possibilities of multiple 
taxation. 

Sir, tile Madras Act is an Act o}»enl\ and frankly admitling that it is 
a turnover tax and there the rate allowed is very very small. On each 
turnover a small levy is made, so that you may actually know the burden 
imposed if you can ascertain how man> transactions take place and how 
much amount is ccdlecterl ultimatel\ . In Bengal, Sir. although we inteioled 
that this measure should not authorise more than an one-f>oint tax, the 
use ot the term 'taxahle turnover” and the s( rupuhuis avoidance of any 
section or suh-section to clarity the point \^het)ier a commodity that has 
alread\ been taxed should not he taxed again makes the position very 
awkward. 1 thought that when the Uon'hle Minister was trying to (Uihanre 
the rate he would at least have the tairness to make that point clear. As 
at present, if a registered dealer sells an article to an unregistered dealer, 
he realises the tax and if that unregistered dealer transfers the article t(» a 
registered dealer and that registered dealer again sells it to either a 
consumer or to an unregistered dealer he would have to pay the tax again 
although he can show evidence that at one stage tax was paid on the 
commodity. Numerous such instances have been happening as the practice 
of trade is such that there are and there wull exi.st intermediaries in busi- 
ness, some of whom may be registered and some of whom may not be 
registered. 
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Coming now to the chapter of definitions, I would submit that great 
hard.ship is being experienced because of some lacunae in the definition of 
* ‘dealer”. A dealer under the present definition means any person, firm oi 
Hindu joint family engaged in the business of selling or supplying goodfi 
in Bengal and where the main place of business of any such person, firm 
or Hindu joint family is not in Bengal, a dealer means the Manager or 
other agent of the person, firm or Hindu joint family in Bengal. There 
have been numerous instances in which sales effected in areas outside this 
Province and when deliveries are also effected as a result of those sales 
come under the mischief of this enactment becau.se there may be an agent 
here, merely a man to collect the amount of mone> which this dealer from 
outside is entitled to be(aiuse of the sales effected The mere existence of 
one humble agent here for collecting bills makes it ?iot only obligatory for 
the merchant to i)ay tax here but also obligatory for him to prtxluce all 
his account books before the (Commercial Sales Tax Officer here. Supj)osing 
that there is a merchant in Bombay or in Delhi who has sold (‘ertain articles 
to a person in Bengal for delivery in Bengal — and this is happening almost 
every day when we are buying cotton piece-goods or raw materials tor our 
industries from outside, when sugar mills buy their sul])hur from outsvde or 
when any iron and steel factory buys raw materials or even partially fini.shed 
materials from outside — the transaction is finished (Uitside. The ^ale has 
taken place evidently outside but the delivery is made within the Proviiu'e 
and the money is collected within the Province The whole aciounts of 
that Bombay or Delhi merchant are liable t<» be })i ought btdore tin* 
'Commercial Sales Tux Officer here. This is, Sir, .soinetiiing absurd, it no 
stronger word can be used. 

The definition of “sale price” creates another stU oi ditficulties In the 
definition of “.sale jiriee”, difficulties are ari.sing because commission, 
packing charges, transit and (h‘llver\ (barges and Lsxvarhritti and such 
other practices which exist and which the merchant does not pocket himself 
but has got to pay to some other institutions are all included, and what is 
surprising, {Sir, is that even the sales tax itself is included in the sale price. 

Under the definition of sales tax, the total cost that appears on the 
invoice is taxable. If in that invoice 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That a 

deduction is given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 will show mathematically liow that 
is an absurdity. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 have already given 
you the calculation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Y ou are not a monopolist of mathe- 
matical calculations. In an invoit^e, the first item is the cost of the article; 
the second item is commission or brokerage or whatever is the business 
practice; the third item is packing charges; the fourth item is transport or 
•railway freight charges and the fifth item is Iswarbritti. All these other 
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items are taxable for the sales tax, so that the merchant does not get any 
benefit out of other items. Naturally the amount of tax goes up. My 
esteemed friend Mr. Goswami points out that out of generosity one per 
eeni. of deduction has been permitted on the sales tax collected. I will 
givf you mathematics in that connection. Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
•charge please take down? 

Tha ^ofi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: I have worked it out 

and given it to the House. 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* I will make a pre.sent of it to the 
Hon'ble Finance Minister from the House. Supposing there is a sale 
•effe-cted for Rs. 1,000. The tax which the merchant can collect from the 
person to whom he has sold is, on the basis of 1 pice, per rupee Ks. Ib-lO. 
The total of the bill would be then Rs. l,(Ho-10. Allowing one per cent, 
on that the deduc'tion allowable would work out at Rs. 10-1 and the 
resulting taxable turnover is R.s. l.OOo-O becau.se Rs. 10-1 is exempted and 
in the calculation of (lovernment it will read as Rs. 1 ,(HHi because more 
than 8 aunts will he treated us one rupee. Therefore th(‘ dealer is liable 
to pay a tax of Rs. lo-H-O. He has only collected Rs. Ih-lO. He is still 
■out of pocket to the extent of He. 0-1-0. Is that mathematics? This one 
per cent, has been exempted on that basis. There is no provision made for 
relieving the businessman tor the trouble taken in collecting. Not only 
has no provision been made for the collection charge l)ut he is made to 
pay something out of the sale price also Out of the tax colle<*ie(l, he is 
not in a poMtion to cover the whole amount That has been the ])re.sent 
po>ition. 

Coming to the future position ot the proposed 8 per cent, if d per cent, 
is allowed instead ot 1 and the rate increased to half an anna instead of 
one pice, the ivsulting cah ulation would show that relief must he given to 
the extent ot ith of a rupee, that i.s 2 annas in one rupee, otherwise the 
merchant will be out of [)o< ket. If dj per cent, exemption is given he could 
just cover the tax. Hut you are onl}' allowing d per cent. You will there- 
fore be encToa<'hing ui>on the sale price also, and you will perpetuate the 
practice of the 'salc'. tax lx ing collet te<l on ihi* saio tax it'iclf. T suppose 
it i.H now clear to the Hon'ble Mini.ster in ( barge that departmental mathe- 
matics is not alwa\s dependable. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMit Mathe III a tics is 
perfectly correct. I don't need any instructions from yoo. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The members o* Cue present cabinet are 
all suh janto. They only need help from their Secretaries wh<m they 
<annot manage a Committee meeting or the A.s.sembly. 

Mr. 8FEAICER: That remark is not desirable. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Coming now to other nections of the 
Act, I shall take sec'tion 0. Section 5 has already been disposed of. Under 
8e<*tion b. exemptions are provided which are given in the schedule. It is 
stated that there are tw'o general principles which have been followed in 
8 
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giving these exemptions. One is that the poor man should not be taxed 
and the other is that articles that have already been subjected to some kind 
of levy due to other measures or enactment should not be taxed over again 
and double taxation has been avoided. Even on these standards I find 
that although tobacco has been subjected to taxation, after the Tobacco 
Excise Act has been enacted, f/irt whi< h is a poor man's necessity — I might 
Bay, now we know from our jail experience, how very necessary hiri appears 
to be for tlie poorest man, is not exempted : neitlier tobacco leaves, although 
both have ingredients which have already been taxed elsewhere. If exemp- 
tions are given on the ground of the poor loan’s consumption being 
exempted, surely hiri can claim such an exemption and if exemption is 
given on the gnmnd that no article should be taxed twice surel\ tobacco 
which goes in the composition of hirj or tobacco leaves should obtain exemp- 
tion from the sales tax. 

I don’t deal with section 7 which relates to the registration of dealers 
althfiugh there have been numerous oc.casicms of hardships because I believe 
that these could be corrected or improved by executive action. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You asked for lb minut(‘s and 1 have given you IT 
minutes. How' long will you take? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 will take 10 minutes more. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Dr Sanya 1 is not the onl\ member. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. This is not the (m]\ (la\. 1 am not 

repeating any argument. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will give you b minutes more. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y ou have been moie than generous 
to him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Fuder section S which provider tor 
voluntary registration, there is no provision which compels the executive 
officers of Government to issue registration licence early. As a result, 
applicants have to wait indctinitcK and serious hardships often occur. 
Although arrangements are ma«le for lunning the buMTU'^s^ the merchant 
fails to do the \v<»rk in the absence of a certifi('at * I submit. Sir. that this 
is a matter which can be improved by executive action; but if that is not 
possible, Government should try to see if suitable provision is necessary by 
which a limit of time may be imposed of, say, seven days within which 
registration certificate must be granted or any temporary licence may be 
given to enable the applicant to carry on, pending enquiry and disposal 
of his application. 

Section 9 deals with publication of names of registered dealers. In this 
respect the action of Government is nothing short of a scandal. For months 
together no list was published; no list was made available to registered 
dealers to enable them to find out if they were correctly doing their work 
and they were not being duped by others who were falsely representing 
that they were entitled to exemption on particular goods. There have been 
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publication of the list of late, but. Sir, the manner of that publication is 
such that it is absolutely impossible for anj’ man of ordinary common sense 
to find out from that list any name or to find out the article or articles for 
which registrations have been provided. The printing is hopeless; the 
type is very small and as for the arrangement and order, there is no 
alphabetical list made and it is impossible to trace anything from the 
voluminous report that has been printed. 

When we come to section 10, we find that there is a provision that 
annual returns will come into operation after some time. In the mean- 
while the business community will have to submit quarterly returns which 
are (»ften very irksome and difficult to prepare. 

Under section 11 there is a provision under Assessment of Tax. namely, 
that if no returns are furnished by a registered dealer in respect of any 
period by the prescribed date, or if the roTiimissioner is not satisfied that 
the returns turnished im* eorreet and ecimjdele. the C\>mnnssione!' shall, 
within tw<‘!ve iiionths aftei (he expiry t»f “m h period, afti r giving the 
dealer a reasonable opportunity of Wing heard, proeeed in such manner as 
may be prescribed to assess to the best of his judgment the amount of tax 
due from the dealer. The twelve months’ period was there conU'raplaled 
with a view to avoid any hardship to the dealer and to prevent any 
inquisitorial enquiries hut the retention of thi.s twelve months has bi-en 
really working against the interest of the dealers themselves hei^ause it is 
difficult both for the dealer and the administrative officer to fix up the 
programme in suili a manner b\ which time the returns and the explana- 
tions would be ready, and if the returns are not furnished properly, imme- 
diately the mischief of the A(‘t comes into operation. 

Further, there is another set of cases which are causing great hardship, 
ia.ses which are te(hnieall\ known in the department a^ “left cases.” 
During the air-raids in December. 1942, a large number of merehants had 
been advised to go out of f'uleutta and to take tbeir business nut'-ide if 
possible. Manx left out fd tlieir own acj-oid, but the law is so (bdeetive 
that even alter their eoimng back they are harassed enormously ami tlie 
notices of assessment are now put up at their old addicss(‘K and not .served 

to their knowledge . (At this stage the red light was lit hut the member 

was allowed to conclude bis speech in a few words) 

I submit, Sir. 1 have nuiiuToiis such lases to show that the Hill*iH full 
of lacuna which need.s revision and I hope the Hon’ble Minister in (barge 
would look into all these aspects before proceeding w’ith this legislation. 
It is with that object in view that I press my motion for circulation of 
this Bill so that we max find an ((pportunity of having u more (aunprehen- 
sive measure of such a character placed before the House. 

With these words. Sir. J commend my motion to the ar^ceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move by way of amendment that the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax; Amendment Bill, 1944, be circulated for the 
purpoge of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 
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Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons the Hon’ble Minister in 
«har^e has stated that “the Bill seeks to increase the revenue of the Province 
by raisiiif^ the rate of the tax leviable under the Bengal Finance Sales 
Tux) Act, 1941, from one-quarter to one-half of an anna in the ruj)ee,“ 
But for what purposes? So far as the purposes are concerned, he has not 
•aid anything. Sir, originally the idea was that the money that would be 
realised from vSales Tax would be ear-marked for nation-building purposes: 
but that has not been done. If the Hon’blc Minister really feels that no 
additional burden should be laid on the poor people but at the same time 
money must be found for meeting the deficit, that can be done by effecting 
economy in the administration of the Province: they can decrease their 
•stablishmenis ; they can decrease the salaries of the Government officers; 
and in man^ other ways they can effect econonn to meet their deficit. 

Sir, if this tax is increased, the poor people will suffer most. My object 
its to save the poor people from this tax. The lower limit of assessable 
income under the Agricultural Income-Tax Aid is lls. ‘l.olH). If necessary, 
Government can decrease it even to Rs. 2, IKK), because there are people who 
arc to be affected by that tax who are not really poor and who can afford 
to pay. If that is done, the poor people will be saved from these taxes. 

Now, Sir, it is known to all that the Province is in the grip of scarcity 
af food: the poor people cannot purchase food for \vant of money. There 
are landless labourers who are in great difficulty : they are dying in 
hundreds and thousands, and Government is awan- of it. Under the 
•ircumstonces may I request the honourable members opposite to ascertain 
the views of the poor people who cannot purchase food on this Bill and see 
whether they really want a tax of this kind. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We do not 
find the Hon'ble the Finance Minister present. On an important Bill like 
^is it is only just and fair that he should be present lien* at the time of 
discussiim. 

Khtn Sthadur MOHAMMED ALI. Notc.^ are being taken. 

Dn. MAILINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Notes caun '' be taken. Sir, in the 
Central Legislature on u similar ground tlu* Hou>e was adjourned by the 
Speaker. It is disct)urtesy, pure and simple, shown to the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyai, if you had known the reasons, I think you 
would nut object to this. The Hon’ble Minister has not shown any dis- 
ttourtesy to the House; he is coming shortly. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALII Sir, the only point I want to place before the 
House is this : whether the people of Bengal want this tax or not. I want 
lo impress upon the honourable members opposite to ascertain whether their 
own constituencies want this taxation. It c^n be published in the Banglar 
Kaihii and the Bengal Weekly and through them the opinion of the poor 
])OopIe in Bengal can be gathered. 1 submit. Sir, this Bill should be 
withdrawn. If Government really want money, they can have it by 
practising economy, or by some other means, or by reducing the assessable 
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limit under the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill from R«. 3.500 to Rs. 2,000. 
In that case Government will have a greater income, or they can have a 
greater income by increasing the rate of income-tax. but we do not want 
this sort of legislation. With these words. Sir, 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. in the absence of Mr. Pratul 
Chandra* Gangiili, I want to move the motion that stands in his name. 

1 beg to move b> of amendment that tlie Bengal Finaiue (Salei 

Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. l>e circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 2”>th March, 1944. 

Sir. if there i*; one thing that T have appreciated in tlie speech of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Goswami it is that instead of taking recourse to the smoke- 
screen oi platitudes oi nation-building and progressive schemes and all that, 
he has frankly stated that he proposes additional taxation in order to 
balance the heavy expenditure to the extent of Rs. 7 crores and odd and hi 
has also said that tlie figure will be more as the days go on. 

Sir, if one argument enough to oppose the proposed taxation, that 
argument is furnished by the Hon’ble Minister himself. Extra exjienditure 
cannot be accepted as sufficient ground for extra taxation. Extra taxation 
on the ground of expenditure can be allowed only when the new collections 
are either earmarked for new schemes of a beneficent character or w'hen 
Government makes mit a strong case tliat the expenditure cannot he cut 
down. I submit. Sir. that in either direction the Hon’ble Minister hai 
failed to satisfy the House that the proposed taxation is in order. So far 
as the question ot beneficent activities is concerned, 1 submit he has not a 
whisper to make ami so tar as the question ol expenditure is concerned, the 
Hou’ble Minister cannot with a clear conscience tell the House that Govern- 
ment hn.s exhau.-'ted all jiossifiilities ot retrenchment and cutting down of 
expenditure. We on this side of the Hou.se are convinced that the adminis- 
tration has been top-lieaw. The composition ol the Ministry, the addi- 
tional appendage ot the rostlj Parliamentary Secretaries and the new 
departments that are daily and hourly cropping up in the name of additional 
work — ail these things, it they have done anything, have over-burdened thia 
province with a very. ver\ top-heavy edifice of administration I' Before the 
tax-payers who arc admittedi.N very poiir are asked to pay for the additional 
expenditure, is it not fair tor the Minister to say to the House and to the 
larger public outside tliat the\ have curtailed their own expenditure^ The 
previous Government carried on witli a lesser number ot Ministers than the 
present and if a larger number is unavoidable, the number and e.rnolumenU 
can be balanced. (>'aii we not expect ot the Finance Minister, who is, after 
all, an honourable gentleman, to tell the House and the larger public outside 
that he is prepared to cut down the expenditure on his behalf and r»n behalf 
of the Mini.sters and Parliamentary Secretaries. (Mr. Arri. GhaHURa 
Kcmah : And the honourable members.) Yes, I am coming to that. I am 
glad that my friend Mr. Kumar is at least able to anticipate the Opposition 
argument which is coming next. Even these members ought to ])e told to 
forego a part of their existing emoluments. When grinding poverty it 
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emasculating our constituents, it is only fair that the Ministry should come 
with a proposal for curtailment of expenditure which is provided for the 
members, for the Parliamentary Secretaries and for the Ministers and if we 
can curtail our expenditure here, we can with courage and with strength 
aek ii«c public services also to forego a part of their remuneration and 
emoluments. This is necessary: this is indispensable ainl why do not the 
Ministers propose. .(Habii Nsrkndim Xarayan Ch\kravarty: 3^:5 
These big words are probably not so easily and quickly forgotten by the big 
members who are adorning the Government party beiu'heA there. If these 
are big words, I have bail some experience of learning some of these words 
from the feet of tho>e j)ersons whose ghost> are now haunting the Treasury 
benches. It is no use hurling these rdieap abuses. After all, bu.siness is 
business. 

Sir, it ih easy to have measures di ta.xatimi pa^^ed 1)\ the help ot haiid.s 
and by the belj) ot voiee, but it is not so easy to answer tin* constitneuts 
and if the Ministeriuli.st Party think that this measure to have the 

approval of the electorate at large, the\ ought tn liave tli(‘ courage to muhI 
it for eliciting public opinion thereon. 

Sir, this motion wbieb I am now moving lia- gnen the leturualde date 
as the 2 dth March -it is neither .lunt‘, PM l. nor !)«•( embei . ltM4. If 
opinion is elicited by the ‘doth March and it opinion is in favour of this 

Bill, this Bill cun lie passed into law onl\ in conrM* ol thn -Hcssion. 

Sir, I submit that there are two test^ for n iiuM^nie ot tlii^ deseription 

The publi(’ should be given an opportunity toi- exarniinng tlie merit (it tin* 

Bill itself. They ought to be consulted and ihcv ought to Imve a voice in 
this additional measure of taxation It aKo iom‘iN another test, namely, 
whether the public are willing and pit‘]>:ired to gi\t‘ additional resources 
in the hands of tiie (iovernment ot the da\ . It the (l(n'crnim*ut of the 
day are convinced 'both ot the justiie of the inea*'Ur(‘ and of the confidence 
that the> have enjoyed of the public, they should he the last to oppose the 
eireulation which is propo.sed b> the amendment which ha." been moved 
by im*. Heri'inbefore large revenue." have been collected and large revenues 
have been inherited by this (Iovernment. but today we find that the 
excliequer is in a po.sition of (lissi])ation. Since there is dissi]>at ion (dear 
and patent it is hardly fair to gulp down tin* thro;its of an unwilling 
ele ctorate an additional taxation imnisuie and we do opjiose the Bill. As 
has been said by tin' previous speaker inv botKnirable friend Mr, Sbahedali 
if there are schemes, if there are ]>rogramme" whicli are progressive we do 
not grudge expi'iuliture because it we want to (all the tune we must be 
prepared to pay for the piper. When the piper i.s whistling aw'ay merrily 
according to the tune of whimsicality and dissipation, the piper (‘annot in 
•very fairness he compelled to pay for that. 

Sir, you must have known and everybody in tin* Province knows that 
department after department is being foisted upon the depleted excdiequer 
of this Province. These departments have become the recognised 
machinery for extending patronjige to the world at large and since they 
tre only to be the methods of patronage and not methods of benefit therefore 
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they Lave been costly and unremunerative. We. on this side of the House, 
emphatically demand that (Tovernmeut should take stock of the situation. 
Government ought to find ways and means for eliminating unnecessary 
cost. if>r curtailing unnece>sar\ expenditure and tor coming to a level in 
which they can make adjustments between the expenditure and the income. 
If thereafter Government comes with a clean mind and a clean hand asking 
tor any resources with a view to finance necessary progressive measures that 
will benefit not coteries, not cliques but the people of Bengal at large 
irrespective ot ca^te and community then. Sir. we on this side ot the 
House would be the earliest in iriving our cordial supjiort 1(i such a 
proposal. BetoT,' tb.il wc arc net willing 1 .i Itoid our sup]»ort. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. T V. (loswami should kimlly take n(>te of the tact 
as has been jiointed out by Dr. Sanyul w'ilh regard to the substitution of 
handhvun by cheap (‘loth. I hope that he in his goodness will not Iw 
humbugged h\ pci^oii' wlto have dialltsl .the Hill who jirobablv have other 
niin(K in thi*' inattci At the inccplion of this taxatiiui measure, kluuh. was 
l)ropo>c(l to he cx( luded. That was acccpte<l h> all sections ol the House 
and that stand part ol tlie law toda\ . Hut the .substitution wliicli is 
proposed by this Hill will deprive khudi of the hciiciit of the immunity 
which it enjoys 1 think that other things also will be deprived of tbeir 
immunities 1 think that the HoiTble Mi. T. (ioswami did not cuiitem- 
pliitc this alteration in that way. Where tlierc should have been addition, 
there has been substitution and T hope Mr. T. G. (ioswami will find his way 
to recoiK ib‘ between tht‘ two. Ifut that i.s 4 matter ot detail pure and simple 
and if and when the Hill i'' (lis<'U'>scd and considered « laii^i^ b> clause on the 
merits of each particular piovnion then this elaiise will be discussed and 
suggestion^ would be iortlifoming Hut at the piesciit stage oi diHeiisslon, 
w'o on till'' sidi* of the House want that the Hill should be idreulutcMl for 
elieiting public opinion and this i^ not merelx troiii the point oi view of 
Government and Trea-'iiiv Hen< he-'. This is aKo from the point of view 
of the ('oalitiou Part> which i> '>upportiug tin* (iovei nnient 'J’he memberri 
who are supjiorting the (tovernmeut ought not to give up thi'' opportunity 
whii h the\ will have to ascertain the view-' of th(*ii own eleet(»rate uj>oii thii^ 
matter and this opportunit\ will either strengthen tlicin in the matter of 
sup])orting the (iovernlneni or it the\ get a different verdict arul view from 
their eonstitiieneies they ought to be strong enougli t(» per-<uade the Govern- 
Tiieiit to drop this measure. After all, sules tax is not really a sale-, fax; it 
iH a cunsiimei’s tax. It tin-- taxation is intended to grab onl> the profits of 
the greedy mercliuiit.s who have piled a lot during the war situation we 
fihould not have grudged it so much ejk-eept on ter hnical principles, but 
since the consupier, the large hulk of whom is the poor middle class and has 
already been bit very very bard on account of the war situation is going to be 
hit further, it is our dutv t{» warn (iov^»rninent against rushing through a 
measure ot this description. The existing sales tax is itself a burden and 
Oovemment should cry halt before thinking of burdening the poor rate- 
payer over again and we also give this pointed reminder to the Coalition 
Party that they should think of the dr>’ faces and drained pockets of their 
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constitueneies before they think of giving additional resources to a Govern- 
ment which has neither a plan nor a scheme for public activity. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


•ir HARI SANKER PAUL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill now Wfore the House is a legislation of a 
most retrograde nature sought to be enacted at a time and in circurostancea 
most unsuited to such a measure. Bengal is already groaning under heavy 
taxations f)n various accounts and it is a matter of sincere pity that at a 
time when disastrtnis calamities following iso (dosely one after another have 
blown the very wind out of her leaving behind economic prostration and 
abje<’t misery for the masses, the sponsor of the Bill should have thought it 
opportune to bring in the ill-c(»n(‘eived amendment seeking to raise the rate 
of the Sales Tax from <uie-(juurter to one-half of an anna in the rupee. 

I cannot understand nor can I countenance tlie (iovernment j)olic\ of 
raising more and mor^ revenue by such taxation measures oven if it be to 
finance war efforts as this would be tantamount to whipping a dying horse 
seeking to harness if to some burdensome work. I ask the author of the Bill 
if he has in rec(dlection the original declaration of the (Government when 
imposing the Sales Tux in 1941 that the pnu^eeds of the tax would be spent 
only in nation-building works; <an I not pert{nent]\ ask him to tell the 
House to what specific works of nation-building has the money of the tax 
been devoted? ft he cannot give the House a satisfa(*tory reply to this, the 
preaent Bill in amendment of the Sales Tax does not deserve any support 
whatsoever. 

Another very important aspec't of the Sales Tax must have drawn the 
attention of all. The original amount expected as proceeds of the Sales Tax 
when it was ,j)assed in 1941 has undoubtedly trebled or even mounted higher 
in view of the fact that almost all the necessaries of life within the scope of 
the tnx have witnessed a phenomenal rise in their price level. The nominal 
calculated basis of oue-(|Uurter of mi anna in the ruj>ee has thus in effect 
been three-quarter of an anna or more: and in these circumstances the 
proposed amendment for the purpose of raising tlie statutory rate to one-half 
of an anna is not onl^ uncalled fur but would be positively unjust and 
exorbitant and would be throwing u (‘rushing burden ou tlie people in 
their present de])lorahle tH'oiiomic condition. No argument however 
sophisticated can do away with the force of what I have just sanl. I am 
sure I carry the T^hole House with me when I sa> that this pnqmsed 
measure cannot 1 m? entertained for a moment in the light (»f what T have 
said above. 

Mr. Speaker, as a businessman 1 will just speak a few words how the 
Sales Tax has very ba<lly affected the commercial community. I may tell 
the House that although the declared intention in respect of the Salea 
Tax waa to shift its burden on to the consumers it has practically not been 
possible in very many cases to do so for reasons that I need not dilate 
here; so the burden has thus rested on the commercial community and 
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has served Tiiore as a profit tax than anytbinpr else. The commercial 
community more than any other has already Wu marked out for being 
subjected to greater and severer impositions as time has rolled on .as if 
it has an ever elastic stamina and an inexorable capacity for absorbing 
shocks of crushing impositions. It can ill-afford now to be saddled with 
another •increase in the load on it iu the .shape of increased rate of Sales 
Tax. In all seriousness that 1 can command I may tell the House that 
there is absolutely no scope oi further imposition on the commercial 
community, as the pr(»pose«l amendment \iill in effect he; this community 
has throughout the whole ])eriod ()f the War been made to hear the 
brunt of taxation on various scoreN. The glaring evils of inflation would 
thus naturally he aggravated b> (‘onsequenl restriction of supply of 
articles in the market with the inevitable interference with the intensifica- 
tion of war efforts. I would therefore strongly urge the dropj)ing of the 
proposed measure forthwith and allowing -the people to hav«' some breathing 
time. Should it liowever tor au> reason whatsoever be decided b) proceed 
w’ith the Bill 1 would vt(tutl\ maintain that (‘ertaiu modifications in the 
Bill are a'bsolutel> necessary which 1 am immediately la\ing my fingers on. 

1 (juite a])])ieciate the desire of the Government to spare the poor from 
the effect of the proposed piece of legislation by including among other 
articles dhotis, loovfjtcs and snrees in the schedule of tax-free goods; but 
is it, I ask, euough to rid the measure ot its undesirable aspects and make* 
it wholeMune and accej)table I'' What has the large section of the middle 
classes that liave l)een the worst sufferers in the extraordinary conditions 
and cir(■umstau^■e^ prevailing in the province done to merit this ignoring of 
their plight? Unless tlieir interest too receives due con.sideration and is 
protecttnl in the proposed measure I am afraid mutters may tend to a wmrse 
<leterioratioii whh h none of ,us would like to see. These middle classes, it 
is evident t(t all. have been struggling for the hare sustenance of lile to 
keep iin\how body and soul together, ami as sndi they merit as much 
consideration of their present misery as the ptnir I strongly feel and I am 
sure the whole House will be at one with me tliat important articles like* 
tlrugs and medicines they are vitally <*oiiccrne<l with, Hhould he included in 
all propriety in the sidiedule of tax-free goods. Floods, tamine and 
pestilence have visited this province with greater devastation tlian ever and 
all these have had an unholy combination to contribute .to a gradual devita- 
li.sation of the masses leaving them an easy and helpless prey to the 
virulence of tiiese calamities. Widespread diseases throughout the I’rovini*©- 
has been most alarming and the scarcity and abnormally high prices of 
drugs and medicines have only gone to aggravate the misery of the mas.ses. 
Inclu.sion of the only item of Quinine amongst tax-free goods is cert^iinly not 
adequate to meet the requirements of the lime and to afford the much needed 
relief to any appreciable extent. I would therefore strongly request the 
House to take stea k of the piesent .sitiiatirm and rise equal to the occasion 
and free all kinds of drugh and medicines from the operation of the Salea 
Tax. The force ot this suggestion of mine will, I am confident, find a 
response in every heart here and I do assure the House that nothing would 
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be more just and proper in the present mtuation than to meet the demand 
for this statutorv exemption. liikew’ise, the question of text-book.s, paper, 
pen, pen< il. slates and similar articles of dail\ u^e of the students in 
educational inslitutions most deservin^ly call for sympathetic consideration 
for beinj? exempted too from the purview of the Sales Tax. 

Sir, the time we ,are passing? through is extraordinary' from eveiy point 
of view. Events all around us nre moving very fast indeed tending to throw 
out of gear the normal order of things and unless we move cautiously with 
a correct perspective of the changed situation and circumstances we would 
only he helping an aggravation of the force of disruptive influences. That is 
wh}" I am so very much opposed to the proposed piece of legislation. But 
if that must he enatded it is our primary obligation to see that .stings he 
taken out of it as much as possible to prevent the situation deteriorating 
further. Sir. 1 have tried to give a <*lear exposition ol the diffic'ultie.'s that 
I visualise in the operation of the propo.'^ed measure and I am sure this 
merits consideration, 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: 
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I c»i? S’tsu’f c? 0-4^ ’Tsi (71^ nrd >raR:® 
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Adjoummeiit. 

TIh' Hoih(‘ w'd'^ tlicii .I'l if‘Uriit*4 at ♦i-'iO p ni (ill •l--i(l ]).m. on Thursday, 
the 'lid February, FMl, at tbu A>'.cm}>]\ HoUs(^, Fuloutta. 
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Proeeedinft of the Bengal Legislatiee Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Actf 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
3rd February, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Sted Nausher Am) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 172 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Family allowanoee for Tarapada Choah and Radhagiobificla terhar of 

Birbhum. 

•30. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in char^re of the Home Department be pleased to state whether — 

(i) Tarapada Ohose and Radhaj^obinda Sarkar of Birbhum are under 
custody in the Presidency Jail, ('alcutta, as security prisoner# 
under rule 29 of Defence of India Rules ; 

(ii) they have made any a|iplication for family allowances and sent 
reminders which still remain unanswered? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be please<l to state — 

(0 whether any idlowances have vince been ^fronted to them; and 

(ii) if not. why not? 

Khsn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): Yes; these were acknowledged. 

(h) An all nw’unce of ruj>ees twenty has been granted to the brothei of 
Babii Tarapada (Ihosh with effect iroin the Dt April, 1943. 

The ca^ie of Bahu Rudhagobindn Sarkar was examined and as he was 
not earning anything before his arrest and u*' the family has not been 
deprived of any legitimate sourte of income bV his arrest and detention it 
has l>een decider! not to grant anv iainilv allowance to him. 

Ftmily tllowtnoo for Dr. Rabindra Kumar Ray and two other 
Mcurity prisoners. 

•31. Bahu dNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails^ Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(i> security prisoners Dr. Rabindra Kumar Ray, Babu Ganesh Chandra 
SanyTil and Babu Radhikn Mohan l>avS, detained in the Dacca 
Central Jail, Raugpur Jail, but now^ in Buxa Special Reserve Jail 
and the Rajshahi Central Jail, respectively, have applied to the 
Government for the grant of family allowances; 
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(//) Dr. Rabindra Kumar Ray was the Rt^sident Medical Officer of the 
Dacca Mitford Hospital earning: alwnit Rs.60 j^er month, Rabu 
(lanesh Chandra Sanyal had a stationery shop and Rabu Radhika 
Mohan Dtts was carrying various kinds of business; and 
(ill) they used to maintain their families <*onsisting of wife, old mother, 
children and others y 

{b) If the answer to {a) is in the afhnnutive, will the Ilon'ble Ministei 
be pleased to state whether famil\ allowances have been grante<I to the 
above mentioned security prisoners ^ 

(c) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister he please<l to state how much has 
been granted to each of them ^ 

{(I) If no allowances have l>een grunted, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : {a) (?) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, but my information is that Dr. Rabindra Kumar Ray was an 
honorary Resident Meilical Officer of the IRispital and earned R8.20 only 
jier month. 

{til) Yes, hut my information is that Dr. Rabindra Kumar Ray who 
is a bachelor did not maintain any member of his family. 

{b) and (r) l>r Rabindra Kumar Ray has been grunted a family allow- 
ance of Rs.‘.i(l per month with effect from the 1st April. l!14d, Rahu (lanesh 
Cliandra Sanyal has been granted Rh. 25 i>er month from the date of his 
arrest and Rabu Radhika Mohan Das was granted Rs.bO per mouth from 
the date of his arrest which has been enhamed to Ks.To p»‘r moutoh with 
eiffect from the Ist April, ltM3. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Petitions by saourity prisonors of the Dum Dum Central Jail. 

*32. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: oi) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department l»een drawn to peti- 
tions — 

(/') dated the 17th November, 1942, signed b\ about 20t) .security pn- 
.soners lodgtsl in the Dum Dum Central .laii, complaining alsuit 
the inordinatt* delay in letters (lioth outgoing and incoming) 
reaching the destination; and 

iii) dated the 4th Februar\. 194d. by the questioner communicating 
to him some of the grievances regarding letters, family allow- 
ances, teniporan’ release in ca.se of M<»rious illness of near 
relatives and |)ocket allowance of Rs.lO per month? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that — 

(D letters which were reaching thetn in a month’i time are now taking 
two months; and 
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(u) there ie a feeling among the security prisoners of the Dnm 
Bum Central Jail that the revised Security Prisoners Hules as 
published in the press on the 13th September, 1942, are not 
acted upon h 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister also l)een drawn to a 

petition by the security prisoners of the Bum Bum Central Jail demanding 

an increase of dietary allowance of Rs.2 per day instead of annas twelve 

on a<!Couiit of the progressive! v inereasing prices of foodstuffs V 

(d) If the answers to {a), (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, wiill the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he has taken, or 
{contemplates to take, for removing the af{»re8aid grievances of the security 
prisoners ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tha Hon’ble Khwaja 
•ir Nazimuddm) : (a) Yea. 

(h) 1 have no correct infoimiition, but I am aware that there had been 
some occasions of undue delay in the matter of censoring security prison- 
ers’ corresiKHidence due to the shortage of (ensoring staff. This shortage 
has since been made uji, and T am satished that there is no undue dp^ay 
now. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) T have .sin('»* increased the numliet ot (en.-^oring staff. The rate of 
se^mrity prisoners’ diet allowance hav als(» Wen increased to Rs 1-S per head 
per day. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to inform us what w’as the number of the staff when this delay occurred and 
what is the number of the present staff? 

Khon Bohodur MOHAMMED ALIS T want notice, but I may state that 
the staff has been adequately increased and there is no delay now. 

□•lay ki dalivary of letters of Mr. Haripada Cbattopadhyay. 

*33* Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYl in) Is theHon’Iile Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that — 

(») a letter written by Mr. Haripada Cbattopadhyay, m.l.a., a security 
prisoner in the Alipoie (Vntral Jail, on the 5th December, 1942. to 
the then Jlon’ble Minister S. K. Basu at Calcutta wa.s received 
by the latter on tbe 5th January, 1943; and 

(it) that a reply sent by tbe Hon’ble Minister on the 1 1th Januarv, 
1943, was received by Mr. Chattopadbvav on the Cth February, 
1943? 

(b) If the answer to Ui) is in tbe affirmative, will the H<»n’ble Minister 
1 h' pleased to state the reaxnrs for the (lela\ ? 

KInui Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon’ble Khwaja 
•ir Naiimutfdin) : (a) Yes. 
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{h) I re^et that there was delay in the deliverj^ of this letter for which 
I have been unable to find any special reason. Steps have already been 
taken to prevent such delay in future. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this delay in censoring occurred during the regime of the 
present Ministry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This delaA occurred during the 
regime of the last Ministry. After this Ministry came into office, adequate 
staff has been appointed so that there is no delay now. 

Delay in the delivery of letten of seourity prisoner*. 

*84. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: in) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state >\hen a lett^er dated 
the IfHh A])ril. 194M, addressed by the question<‘r to the Deputy Secrotar>', 
Home Deiiartment, with a (hart illustrating some oO incoming and outgoing 
letters which were (bdaved in delner\ and transmission to tin* addressees by 
the .Tail and th(‘ different censoring authorities, reac'hed the IVputv Secre- 
tary’ ? 

ib) Is it a fact that tliere were cases in the chart when' tin* delay woi 
more than two months? 

(r) If so. is/the Hon’bb* Minister eonsidering the desirability of holding 
an en(pnry into the grievances ot the security prisoners in n*gard to the 
delay in the delivery of tlieir letters? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’ble Khwajt 
8ir Nazimuddin) : (n) On the 2(ith April, 1943. * 

(}t) Yes 

U*) On eiujuiry it is found that the delay onginallx oecurnMl foi want of 
sufficient censoring st^iff : the stuff has since Is'cn inenaised and miitterH have 
improved. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hoiride Minister he pleased 
to tell us when this increase in the staff was mad<*? • 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Th (* inercasc in the staff \sas made 
injiiiediale]\ aftei this Ministry came into office 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon bh' Mim.stei he phrased 
to give us the date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hie Minister be pleased 
to state what steps did Government take in r€*sf>eet of rny letter which was 
received by the Deputy Secretary on the 20th Ajiril? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The letter written liy the honourable 
member was dated the i9th April and the letter was rtneived by the Deputy 
Secretary of the department on the 20tb. That has been furnished in repiv 
to question (a). 
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Mfi HISHITHA MATH KUNOUs What steps have been taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
answer (r) where it is said that the staff has already been increased. There- 
fore fhejt" is no reason for any grie\'ance. 

Mr* NI8HITHA MATH KUMDUs What are the steps that have been 
taken ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Augmentation ot staff so that there 
may be no delay in the despatch of letters. 

Mrs MI8HITHA MATH KUMDU: Do we understand that the staff 
-everywhere — even in the mufassal districts— was adequate? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Wherever there has been necessity 
for increasing the staff, that has been done. As I replied yesterday, the 
staff at Jalpaiguri was also increased to cope with the volume of corres- 
pondence of security prisoners. 

Mr. MI8HITHA MATH KUMDU: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
-even now after the increase of the staff delivery of letters is inordinately 
■delayed? I give an instance. A letter which was wTitten on 1st January, 
1944, w'as delivered to the addressee on 29th Jauuaiy, 1944.^ 

Khin Bihadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no information about the 
specific instance l ited, Imt the information of (Government is that all corre- 
a^ndence of se<‘urity prisoners is up to date and there is no unusual dtday 
in despatch. 

Mr. MI8HITHA MATH KUMDU: In view of the information that has 
been given by me, does the Hon’hle Minister think it desirable to enquire 
whether such delay occurs even now, namely, delay in delivery of letters b^ 
•one mouth? 

« Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will put 
in a letter to the Hon’ble Chief Ministt^r mentioning this .specific instance. T 
.am sure the Hon’ble Chief Minister will look into it. 

Arreat, datention and transfar of Mr. E. W. Khan Youaufzai. 

«38. Mr. MIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home l>e})artment be pleased to state 

whether it is a fact that — 

(/) Mr. K. W. Khan Yousufzai w'us arrested in Calcutta on or alnuit the 
29th May, 1943; 

(ii) he was confined in the police lock-up for 40 days or more; 

(tu) he was then sent to the Presidency Jftil ; and 
^ {iv) he w’as subs<*quently transferred to Delhi? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) under what authority of law ; 

(ii) precisely under whose orders; and 
{Hi) on what grounds; 

he was — 

(1) put under arrest, and 

(2) confined in police lock-up for such a long time? 

(c) Is it a fact that — 

(?) he was on hunger-strike in police lock-up for over 40 days until his 
transfer to the Presidency Jail; ^ 

(ji) he protested against his arrest as being thoroughl\ iiupro|)er and 
produced riecessary |»upers to prove his identity and eniployinent ; 
and 

(Hi) lie was, in fact, an employee in the secret service of the (fovernrnent 
of rhina with its Headipiarters at rhungking? 

(//) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( /) wliat are the reasons tor the transfers to Delhi of — 

(1) Mr. Yousuf zai, and 

se\eral other prisoners from the Bengal jails; 

(ii) how inan> pli•'oneI‘^ arre>ted in Bimgal ha%'e been transferred outside 

this Provirn e stating — 

(1) their naiiies, and 

their present places of detention in each jiarticular case; 

(iii) whether Government have granted any family allowance to the wife 

of Mr. Yousufzai; and 

{ir) whether — 

(1) Mr. Yousufzai, and 

(2) other prisoners, transferred to Delhi, have been kept in under- 
ground cellars or in ordinary’ jail barracks or cells? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bthalf of tho Hon'bio Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (o) Yes. 

(b) Action was taken against Mr. Yousufzai under the provisions of 
Defence of India Rule 129. 

(c) (i) No. 

(fi), (ill) and id) (ir) I have no information. 

Or. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The Parlia- 
mentary Secretary who is replying has again used the first person and 

0 
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lingular number. In thiB reply, Sir, 1 submit that he has no business to 
arrogate to himself the authority of the Hon’ble Minister. He will have to 
say that the Minister ha.s no information. Please read the Secretariat 
Manual, otherwise we will have to function in our n\Mj May. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur, I think it will he desirable and better 
that you use that form. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (J) (/) and (//I (ioveniment are not 
prepared to furnish the names and particulars a.sked for in the public interest 
but to state that all these prisoners have since })een retransferred to Bengal. 

(in') No (letition uith thiN object has lieen recei\cd so iai 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (o). will 
the (iovernineiit he pleased to state if it is a Im t that he mus (•r)ntined in the 
police lock-up for 40 da\ s or more ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T want notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, what is this? If a question which 
has been sent M’ith a specific statement made therein cannot be properly 
^ealt MitUhy the Parliamentary Secretary, he sliould lefrain from re])lMng. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It h as been properly dealt Mitli. It the Minister had 
said “I M’ant notice”, M'liat could >ou have done? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If the Mimstei had ^aid that, tliat M-ould 
have been something. I submit 

Mr, SPEAKER: There should be no discussion 

Dr. NALII^AKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I submit that it is not fan To a^k tor 
notice M-hen he has already got this notice for a ver> long time. 

The Hon’ble Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN; On a point of r rder, Sn This 
question has been unsMered by Oovernment . What is the use oi asking 
further questions on it ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Because we Mailt a repl> tf> the question. 

The Hon’ble Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The question is Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (.Jails) l)e])aitmeiit be pleased to 
state Mhether it is a fact that — 

(a) (//') he M’a.s confined in the police lock-up for 40 days ” 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order 

The Hon’ble Khwaje Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have already risen on a 
point of order. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I am rising on a point of order 
on his point of order. My point of order is this 

Mr* SPEAKER: Sir Nasimuddin has already risen on a point of order. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am his rioing on a 

point of order. 

The Hofl’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am also chaUongiiil^ that he 

is not entitled to rise on a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sauyal, will yon kindly resume yoor seat ? Let 
me understand the position. Sir Naziinuddin has risen on a point of order 
and you ^ay that he has ^^ot no right to ri^e on it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But the nile.s .'.peeitieally provide that any inemher can 
at any stage rise on a point of order. Now, he has risen on a point of order. 
I^et me hear him first. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That raises a eonstitutionnl ques- 
tion because Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries eannot speak at 
cross-purposes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow mui to internipt at this stage. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 hope aftei he has answered you 
will hear me. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Oh. yes 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: On a ])oint of order, Sir. Tho 
question lien^ has been ans\\ered. The ijuestion was if Mr Yousufzai wa« 
confined in the police lock-uj) for 40 days or more and the re[)ly was “ve»”. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Here 1 rise on a point of order, Sir. 
Certain (piestions ariNC out of tlie recent answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just a minute. Sir Naziinuddiii, what is your real 
point of order!" Do } on mean to say that the honourable member is not 
entitled to a.sk any more question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. the question iuis already 
been answered, and if the honouiable member again puts a question the 
answer will he “1 a‘«k tor notice”. Then, what is the good of asking that 
question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am .sorry there i.s a cnnfuRioii m this matter. Qne»- 
lion (<^0 includes the entire thing to which the answer is “yes”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why did you allow that answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would not liave allowed it if my attention had been 
drawn to it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am very glad that your attention Iiai 
been invited lafer on. but the attention of the Parliamentary Secretary could 
have been invited before. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you discussing it? 
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Or. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: No, Sir. I am putting a supplementary 
queitiou. 

Mr. tPEAKER: Will you resume your seat? Mr. Sanyal was already 
on a point of order. Yes, Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. SASAHKA 8EKHAR SANYAL. Sir, so far as Parliamentary Secre- 
tary is concerned, he has given an answer. You will be pleased to give a 
ruling as to whether an answer can be partitioned between the Chief Minister 
and the Parliamentary Secretary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly not. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In that case you will please give 
a ruling on the answer that has just been given by the Chief Minister. Dr. 
Sanyal asked a question and the Parliamentary Secretary gave a specific 
answer asking for notice, and then the Chief Minister repudiates the answer 
of the Parliamentary Secretary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first part is no doubt a point of order but that point 
of order also did not strictly arise out of the present situation, because when 
Sir Nariinuddin stood up, he did not stand up to correct the Palianioutary 
Secretary. When he stood up, he st{)od up only as a nieiuher of the House 
on a point of ordei, viz., whether when an answei had already been given, 
the honouruhle ineniher was in order to put the same que,>»ti<ui foi answer 
again. Tliat was the point of order raised by Sir Naziinuddin and if he had 
attempted to supplement the answer given by the Parliamentary Secretary 
or to negative the answer, certainly I w^ould not have allowed him to do so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the answer (h) (again I am inviting 
your attention, so that then* may he no future misunderstanding^ is an 
omnibus answer, viz., “action was tukeu against Mr. Yousufzai under the 
provisions of Defence of India Rule 129”. There are two sections of the 
snswer and several suh-aectioiKs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please put your question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My question is on what grounds was 
this prisoner confined in the police lock-up for such a long time? This is 
with reference to (juestion {h) (n'i). 

Khan Sihadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have nothing to add to what has 
been stated in answei (h). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my question has not been answered. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is an answer which is certainly not 
satisfactory, but if he answers in that way what can we do? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be 
pleased to state which particular section or clause or sub-clause of the 
Defence of India Rule 129 has been invoked to detain the prisoner in the 
police lock-up for such a long time ? 
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Khali iahadur MOHAMMED ALi: I reffr the honourable member to 
reply (6), vii., Defence of India Rule 129. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That ie not the answer to my question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Khan Bahadur, that question Dr. Sanya) is entitled to 
ask At first he said which particular section but subsequently he corrected 
it and said '‘under what clause” the prisoner was detained. Ha is entitled 
to have an answer. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, that is a proper answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Uon'hle Minister be pleased to 
state which authority exercised the power under the Defence of India Rule 
129 against Mr. Yousufisair 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Governineiit of Bengal took 
action under the direction of the Government of India. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that this prisoner was ever on hunger-trike!^ Tbi.s is with 
reference to answer (c). 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Where^ In Bengal or elsewhere!^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is a specific question under (r), 
viz., it he was on hunger-strike in police lock-up for over 4t) days until his 
transfer to the Presidency Jail. The answer is “No”. I am now trying to 
split up and find out if this “No” refers to 40 days or Presidency Jail or 
hunger-strike at all. 1 am enquiring whether at any stage w’hile in custody 
this prisoner went on hunger-strike. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This clearly shows that the Parliamentary 
Secretary does not come prepared. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot criticise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit to you for your consideration 
that the question be held <iver, because evidently the member in charge is 
not prepared with replies The question is very specific. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not for me to hold over a question to wdiich the 
Government side i.s prepared to give answer. The answer ma> be to your 
satisfaction or it ma> not be to your satisfaction.* 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question was sent long time ago to 
the department and if the department does not collect such materials which 
are specifically pointed out in the question itself and the member in charge 
comes to the House unprepared, it is a direct effrontery to the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. You cannot criticise. 
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0r< HALIHAKSHA iANYAL; I atn submitting to you, Sir. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. I have understood you thoroughly and 
I have given my ruliag. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to 
contradict the fact that this prisoner refused food while in police custody? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no information. He might 
have refused food for a day or half a day. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers (c) (n’), 
(in) and (f/) (iv), viz,, I have no information, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what attempt was made by the Bengal Government to 
ascertain the facts stated in this question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. No attempt was made to ascertain 
it because the prisoner after that was retransferred to Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May 1 erniuire whether tliere was any 
petition of any character received from this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. No petition asking for any allow- 
ance was received, 

Mr. SPEAKER: He .sa\s “of am dianicter”, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice 

Relaaaa of 8]. Satyapriya Banorjee, M.L.A. 

*36. SJ. MANINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: (o) !> the lion ble Ministf^r 
in charge of the Home Department aw an* ol the fact that Sreejut Satyapriya 
Bunerjee, m.i.,,\., is lung seriou.sly ill and iKMl-iidden in the Dum Dum 
Central dail? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the aftirmati\e, will the IToirble Minister 
be please<l to state the di.sea,*»e which he is suffering from and for what 
length of time? 

(c) Will tin* Hon' hie Minister lie please«i to state what medical arrange- 
ment has l(e<*n made for hi*^ treatment in the jail? 

(f/^ Ts the Hon’ ble Minister considering the desirability of laying on the 
Table a report about Mr. Banerjee’s condition of health from the Sui>erin- 
tendent and Medieal Officer of the said jail? 

(c) Ts it a fact that the condition of his health has l)een the camse of 
alarm and anxiety to all concerned? 

(/) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware — 

(t) that the <dd mother of Mr. Banerjeo was also lying .seriously ill and 
desired to have her .son by her side during her illness; and 

(if) that she has since died? 

((/) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of releasing him * 
for the serious l^ondition of his health ? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on Mwlf df tha Hoii*hla Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddifi) ; (a) No. 

(6), (c) and (<f) Do not arise. 

(e) No. 

(/) (0 Yes. 

(ij) She died at Rajshahi on the 10th February, 1043. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From answer (a) do I understand the 
Government to say that Mr. Satyapnya Hanerjee was sufferinjr from no 
illness 'f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At the present moment he is not. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the H on’ hie Minister be pleu.sed 
to state when Mr. Satyapnya Banerjee was arrested and by which 
tjovernment ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was arrested when the lust 
Ministry was in office 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hoiride Minister bo 

pleased to state when was tlu* pra>er made by the old mother of 
Mr Banerjee to have her s(,ri bs her sole during her illness!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Durin^^ the time of the last 

Miiiistr\ 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hoirble Minister be 

pleased to ^tat»^ b\ whom was the prayer rejected? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The jrrayer w’as rejected by the 
last Mini,str\ 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Ibrn'lde Mmistei be pleased to 
state wbat the J)Ie,s^•nt lioveinment is doin^ with rej^anl to the release of 
Mr. .Satyajinya Banerjet*? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The last Mmist ry rejected the 
prayer rif the old mother to allow Mr. S. P. Banerjee to go and see his ailing 
mother, but this Ministry lias allowed Mr. Banerjee to go to Hajsbuhi to 
«ee hi,H ailing wife. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: I rise on a point of order 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of order? 

*». ATUL KRISHNA QHOSE ; tCT.’tflt CTCSitlff '■riTTW? 

tTT? V'»l C=IT5T^^ I 
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Ktlifl SilUMlltr MOHAMMIO ALIs The question put by him was what 

the present Ministry had done with regard to the release of Mr. Banerjee 
and I told him in reply that the present Ministry allowed Mr. Banerjee to 
go to Rajshahi 

Mfi SPEAKERS I must say that your answer was absolutely irrelevant. 
His question was what the present Government had done to release 
Mr. Banerjee. 

Khan Bahathir MOHAMMED ALI: This question refers to hia 
temporary lelease 

Rai HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: aNo, no. 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My question nr)t been replied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help you. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee has been transl'erred to 
Central I ail so that he may have his interviews ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, that has been done by the 
present Ministry. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 

’Trf^ ^ 

(71 wii f%- r 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY ; ^ 

W? ^Tr*nr 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, that has been done. 

Pditioal aaourity priaonar Mr. Amiya Kumar Rai Chaudhury. 

•37. Mr. KIRON SANKAR ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Mr. Ainiya Kumar Bui Chaudhury, Zemindar, Kjrtipasha, a j)olitical security 
prisoner in Bansal District Jail, is .suffering from .serious heart and intestinal 
troubles ? 

{h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) what was his weight when he entered the jail; 

(ii) what is his present weight; 

(tit) whether any arrangements have been ma<le for his treatment ; and 
(ii?) whether the Government will allow him to be examined and treated 
by a doctor who used to treat him before his arrest ^ 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Superinteiident of the Baxisal Jail haa so far 
refused to allow — 

(i) food and fruits to be sent to him from his home ; and 
{it) money to be deposited in the jail office in the name of Mi. A. K. Rai 
Chaudhur>' with which he may buy necessaries allowe<l by the 
jail rules? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’bla Khwajt 
Sir Nazimuddifl) : Mr. Amiya Kumar Rai Chaudbury was released in 
September last. 

Intofviowrs of Soourity and Dofonoo of India Rul» pritonort. 

*38. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA-MAZUMDAR: {a) AVill the Hon'ble 
Minister in char^'^e of the Home Department l>e pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that — 

(i) the interviews applied for either by the Se< unty and Defence of India 
Rules prisoners or by their friends and relations are alwav# 
delayed some time for a month or more; 

(h) the privileges oi such inter\iews provided in the rules are curtailetl ; 
{ill) Sj. Haridas (ihosh, Defence of India Rules prisoner in Presidency 
Jail, applied for an interview with his brother and children moi^ 
than a month ago and issued two reminders thereto; 

(iv) up till now neither any interview nor any rejdy has lieen gTante<l or 
given to him; 

(r) there are several other applications for interview by the| Defence of 
India Rules and Security prisoners made considerably long time 
ago that have received the same fate; and 
(W) the fact of this grievance was brought to the notice of the llon'ble 
Mr. S. K. Basu when he last visite<l the Presidency Jail? 

(h) If the reply to (a) (ri) is in the affirmative, wdll the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, has Is^en taken in the matter? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aw’arc of the fact that Defence of India Rules 
prisoner Sj. Probhat Kumar Sen, now in the Presitlencv .lail, up])lied on 23rd 
and 2Gth SeptemWr last, for an immediate inter\iew with his wife who is 
alone in her residence for making an early arrangement for her shifting to 
a place of .safety but no steps have yet been taken ? 

id) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Ilori’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what action, if any, he pro|Mises to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’bla Khwajt 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (i) and (n) No. 

(til) and (ir) My information is that the 8e<urity prisoner applied for the 
interview on the 26th Septemlier, 1942, which was granted and held on the 
10th October, 1942. 
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(v) and (vt) I hare no information. 

(h) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) My information is that the interview was permitted and it took place 
on the 4th October, 1942. 

Alleged ourtailment of oerUin privileges of security prisoners in the 
Midnaport Central Jail. 

*30. Mr. laWAR CHANDRA MAt: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Dejiartment aware that up to the 14th November, 1942, 
all the He(;urity prisoners in the Midnaport* Central Jail were enjoying the 
privileges of writing four letters tn and receivitig eight letters from friends 
and relations per week and two interviews per month? 

(li) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that 8(jme privileges regarding letters and interviews have been curtailed 
in refljH'rt of a particular group of security juisoners arrested on or after 
the 8lh August, 1942, except eight such prisoners in the Midnaixue Central 
Jail^ 

(c) If the arisw'er to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Is the llon’ble Minister aware of any repres(‘ntati(jn followed by 
reix*a1od leininders from the security prisoners of the Midnapore Central .lail 
for the restoration of the privileges regaiding letters and interviews? 

(c) If the answer to p/) is in thi* affirmati\e, will the Uon’bh* Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether any action has la'cn taken by the (iovernnient in the 
matter? 

(f) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
i»idcring the desiriil)ililj' of restoring the privileges regarding letters and 
interviews to the sec'urity jirisoners referred to in (h)? 

(}/) Will the llon’ble Minister W pleased to state whether any diffeien- 
tiul treatment as regards letters and interviews of the security prisoners is 
made in other jails. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
fir Nazimuddin): {a), (d) and (r/) Yes. 

(h) Yes; hut I have no infoi riiation about the “exceptions” stated by 
the honourable iueml>er. 

(r) The action was taken as a measure of security on account of the 
rituation Icreated by the widespread and serious cnm|wngn of violence and 
<ie8truction then groing on in the district of Midnn|K)re. 

(e) and (/) The privileges will lx* restored as soon as the situation in the 
flistrict of Midnaix>re improves sufficiently. 

I may announce that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has withdrawn all the 
restrictions imposed and that all the privileges enjoyed by the prisoner at 
the Midnapore Jail have been granted to them again. 
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Cyclont damages in llidnapora and 24-Pargaiias and raUaf miasiirae. 

*40. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
oharge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the date or dates when parts of the Midnapore and 24-Parganas 

districts of Bengal were swept by an unprecedented cyclone; 

(ii) the date and time when the news about the havoc created by the 

cyclone reached the District officials and the Bengal (Government 
respectively ; 

(in) the date and time when the information about the damage caused 
was allowed to be published in the Press ; and , 

(tr) the dates when the fir>t (Uganised official relief reached diffei'ent 
parts of the affected aieas? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Miui.ster be pleased to state whether Government 
have made any eiuiuiry to a'^eertuin how far the delay in releasing the infotr- 
raatioii and to send organised lelief was unavoidable? 

(c) Will the llon’ble Minister 1 k‘ pleased to lay on the Table a fitateiuent 
showing separately by tlianas and subdivisions the apiiroxiinute aiea and 
the total nuinl>€r of ]K)i»ulation tiff'ected by the cyclone? 

(d) Is it a fai’t that — 

(j) a certain local official had <*\pie'^stMl the (»pinion that no relief should 
have l>een given to the suffeieis tor a certain period of time; and 

(ft) for some time non-official rebel {Kirties were not allowrsl to go to 
the aieas even for the distiibutom of lelief? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister 1 h‘ pleas'd to state whether — 

(i) any com]daints have been made about the burning of housi's and 

assaults on ixersons including women by oi’ at the instigation of 
the local officials in the area, betore ami aftei the cyclone; and 

(ii) any independent emiuiry has been ma<le into such coinjilaints? 

(J) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 wdiat, according to (Toverninent reports, are the extent of damagea 
caused by the cycbme, si>e<*iallv in regard to the loss of life, 
human and animal, damage to houses, to agricultural land, indus- 
trial concerns, etc, ; 

(ii) what are the relief measure^ adopted by Gwornment ho far; and 

(m) what are the total and per capita relief, gratuitous and otherwise 
separately, given by Government up to the latest date for which 
figures are available. 
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MINItTER In oharg$ of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tiM Hon'bl* 
Mr. Tarih Nath Mukarjaa)t (a) (*) 16th and 17th October, 1942. 


(it) The dates are 

as follows : — 



District Officers. 

Government. 

Midnapore 

From Sadar— 18th October, 1942 

Afternoon of 19th 


morning. 

Prom Tamluk— 19th October, 1942. 
From Contai— 23rd October, 1942. 
Although sent by Subdi visional 
Officer on 17th October, 1942. 
From Ghatal— 20th October, 1942. 

October, 1942. 

24-Parganas 

19th October, 1942 morning 

Ditto. 


{in) The newe wiin first iMiblished in a piess note, dated the 2nd Novem- 
ber, 1942. 

(iv) Midnaporo — 21 st October, 1942. 

24-Parjfanafl — 20th October, 1942. 

(h) There WHH no avoidable delay. 

(c) A statement ia laid on the Table. 

(//) (i) Government are not prejMired to tli.^^UHs on the floor of the Hons® 
any confidential corresiKindence that may have j)assed betwtH*n the District 
Officer and Government. As a matter of fact ^-ratuitons relief on a small 
ac4ile was started at several thanas and other convenient centres in the 
cyclone-affected areas immediately after the cyclone. 

(it) No. 


(e) This is a matter which concet‘ns the Home Department. 


(/)(») Heads. 

Loss of life 
Loss of cattle 
Damage to houses 
Damage to crops 

Industrial concern 


Midnapore. 

14,356 
186,582 
. . 422,956 

('rops worth about 
1 1 crores of 
ru|>ees damage<l. 

Most of the rice 
mills in Sadar 
and Tamil! k. 


24-Parganas. 

1,390 

23,743 

25,201 

Crops worth about 
R8.83 lakhs 
damaged. 


(it) Distribution of — 

(1) Gratuitous relief in cash and kind. 

(2) Di.stribution of agricultural loans for houvse-building, agricultural 

oiierations, subsistence, etc. 

(3) Test relief woi'k. 

(4) Sinking of tube-wells, excavation of tanks, construction of reser- 

voirs for water-supply in the affected areas. 
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(5) Sanitary measures for preventings epidemics and other medical 
relief. 

(iti) A statement with regrard to expenditure in cash and kind up to the 
3l8t Au^st, 1943, is laid on the Table. Per capita relief cannot he readily 
worked out. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (c) of starred question No. 40. 


Name of subdivision and thanas. 

Area in 

Population 


square 

miles. 

affected. 

Diamond Harbour {24-Parganas). 



Bagore police-station 

60 

41,990 

Kakdwip police-station 

60 

60,616 

Kulpi police-station 

10 

6,236 

Total 

120 

97,841 

Midnapore (Tamluk). 



Tamluk police-station 

107 

33,168 

Panskura police-station . . 

155 

47,662 

MojTia police-station 

54 

18,024 

Mahisadal police-station . . 

125 

58,763 

Nandigram police-station 

191 

68,876 

Sutahata police-station . . 

127 

40,804 

ToUl 

769 

267,297 

Sadar (SoiUh). 



Kharagpur {wlice-station 

Narayangarh police-station ^ 

Ke^hiary police-station . . / 

227 

309 

i72.5:m 

113,060 

Dantan police-station . . \ 

Mohanpur policic-station . . j 

226 

122,756 

Sabong police-station . . 1 

Pingla police-station . . / 

207 

119,317 

Total 

968 

527,675 

Contai. 



Contai police-station 

227 

201,511 

Ramnagar police-station 

117 

108,883 

Khedgree poUoe-station . . 

142 

92,026 

Bhagwanpur police-station 

162 

131,941 

Patashpur polioe-station . . 

138 

106,700 

Egra poUoe-staiion 

126 

116,024 

Total 

911 

766,086 
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Name of Bubdiviaion and thanas. 

Area in Population 

Danpur jKjIice-station 

Ghatal, 

square affected, 

miles. 

128 118,379 

Ghatal police-wtation 


90 75,799 

Chandrakoria police-station 


151 79,130 


Total 

369 273, .308 

Sadar (North). 



Midnapore police-siation 


1.30 89,950 

Salboni jw)! ice-station 


213 62,359 

Debra police-station 


132 64,482 

Keshpur 


186 81,146 

Garbetta police-station . . 


408 1.34,903 


Total 

.. 1,069 462,840 


Grand Total 

.. 4,196 2,257,205 

Statement referred to 

in reply to clatiM of Marred question No. 40. 

District. 

Head of relief. 

Expenditure 

Midnapore 1 . 

Gratuitous relief — 

up to 31-8-43. 

Ks. 


(a) In cash 

. . about 38 lakhs. 


(b) In kind 

. about 72 

2. 

Agricultural loan — 



(a) Ordinary agricultural loans Over 69 ,, 


(6) Seed loans 

. . About 15 ,, 


(r) I.,oanH to Jotodars 

and 


Tttiukdars 

. . About 3 „ 


(d) Business loans 

. . About 1^ „ 


(c) I^ind Improvement loan 

25,000 

3. 

Test relief 

. . About 65 lakhs. 

4. 

Relief to weavers 

Over 50,000 

24-Parganas 1. 

Gratuitous relief — 


(Diamond Harbour). 

(a) In cash 

1,293 


(b) In kind — 

(i) Rice 

42,395 mds. 


(li) Paddy 

14,301 „ 


(ill) Cloth 

6,181 pairs. 


Frocks 

104 dozen. 


Merjai 

581 pieces. 


Hessian 

. . 10,000 yds. 


Barley 

100 mds. 


Sati 

and 500 tins. 

2 mds. 


8««o 

and 23 tins. 

1 md. 



and 13 tins. 
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District. Hoad of relief. Expenditure 

up to 3D8-4.3. 

Rs. 

2. Agricultural loans . . 5,10,000 

3. Seed loans . . . . 14,469 

4. Business loans . . . . 80,000 

5. Test relief — 

Ordinary test relief . . . . 2,400 

Embankment it‘pairs . , Over 3 lakhs. 

6. Relief to weavers . . . . 252 


Dft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answ(*r (e'l which 
is siinnnarily dealt with 

MFi 8PEAKER: Becun.se it is u matter winch concerns the Home 
Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What attempts have been made by the 
leparlment (•<in(*erned t<i olitain lelevunt information and incorporate that 
in the answ**ry 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 submit that it is for 
the lionouraide iiieini>er to put a separate ((uestioii to the Home Dejuirtment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I also submit that it is not yiossible 
when 2 or d de])artments are invf>lved to split the que.stion in that way, 
particularly when it relates to one matt(‘r of this eharueter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 havt' m\s»*ll i(dt this diflicnills and that is one of 
the subjects \sliicli will torui the subject maltci of disciis.siou at tho fyeuders’ 
Conference, rntil tlun is done \ou ha\e got to b(* satisfied %\ifh the present 
position . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What is the difiicultN in getting 
the intonnation trom another department y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The ditficulty is that the rules Ma\ that you cun ask 
i que.stion of a Minister with regard to affairs in Ills charge. There is some 
difficulty with regard to that. The rules have got to be amended. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to cyidone relief and 
consequential arrangements at Midnupore, it was the Revenue Department 
that was generally looking after the entire work although .so far as jioliee 
work and other matters were concerned, they were being looked after by 
other departments. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can quite appreciate your point hut after all thifl 
U a mere discussion on the ausw’er given which is not permissible. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs But we look up to you for our 
questions being properly answered. 
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Mr. SPfAKlR: This difficulty hag been felt by me and my offic© for 
•ome time past, and that is one of the reasons why I have called the Leaders* 
Conference. I hope this matter will be settled in course of the present 
eession. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In that ca^e I do not want to pursue 
the question. 


iM-dykt anil mbankmmit rapair works of tlie ConUi and Tamliik 

subdivisions. 

*41. Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAUMICK: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department l>e pleased 
to state whether the sea-dyke and embankment repair works of the Contai 
and Tamluk subdivisions were done by the Subdivisional Officer, Tamluk 
and Contai, under his personal supervision ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
be pleased to state the names of the contractors who did it? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state — 

{%) whether the works were distributed by the Subdivisional Officer, 
Tamluk and ('ontai; 

(u) the amount of money that was spent for the purjwse; and 

<ni) the amount ot works allotted to each contractor? 

(d) Is it a fact that all the contractors were Muslims from outside the 
district? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
P rot anna Pain); (</) The sea-dyke ami other embankment repair works in 
the Contai subdivision have almost wholly been done under the personal 
supervision of the Executive Engineers, Special Repairs Division, and Cossye 
Division. Only a very small portion of the work was done, at the beginning, 
under the ])ersoiial supervision of the Civil Subdivisional Officer, Contai. 

The embankment repair works in the Tamluk subdivision have almost 
wholly been done under the pers(mal supervision of the Civil Subdivisional 
Officer, Tamluk. A very small iHjrtion of the work was done under the 
flupervision of the Executive Engineer, Special Repairs Division. 

(h) Statements A, B and C are laid on the Talde. 

(c)(i) The works were distributed by the officers mentioned in my reply 
to (a). 

(ii) and (ui) The particulars are not yet available as full payment has 
not been made. 


(d) No. 
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STATEMENT (A). 
Contai Subdivision. 

I — Kalinagar Hussia Embankment No. 46. 


Messrs. Deb Chaltarjee & C\). 

Mcsare. Mondal Naskar k Co. 

Kedar Nath Guria 
Judhisthir Charan Sahu 
Bhutnath Jana 
Protap Chandra Bat^yal 

Shamchak Embankment No. 40. 


Abdul Majid Khan 
Mohammad Ali Khan 
Alauddin .Mohammad 
Abdul Ali Khan 


Sea-dyke Embankment No. 39. 

Abdul Majid Khan 
Mohammad All Khan 
Pro vat C^handra I)e 

Kabindra Nath Singha and Benimadhab Saraanta 

Pulin Behan Shee 

l^anrhanan Jana 

Purandar Jana 

LB. Banerj(*e 

Makhaii l>al Mukherjee 

S. K. Khadem All ... 

A. Ahmad & Co. 

Messrs. Salam Bhai A Sons 
Messrs. National Engineering A Co. 

Messrs. S. Bhattacherjee A Co. 

Messrs. Sajad Ali ... 

Messrs. Iqbal A Co. 

Messrs. Model Engineering Works 
Messrs. N. N- Scii ^ Co. 

Messrs. Mondal Naskar A Co, 

Messrs. Swastika Engineering A Co. . . 

Kulada Charan Das 
Ghose Nandi A Co. 


Approximate 
value of work 
allotted. 

Rs. 

36,000 

36,000 

36.000 

14.000 
7,000 
4,900 


Ks. 

16,000 

9.000 

8.000 
6,000 


37,000 


46.000 
4,000 

22.000 

24.000 

12.000 
9,000 

17.000 

10.000 

9.000 

8.000 

13.000 

19.000 

17.000 

26.000 
20,000 
18,000 

9.000 

7.000 

8.000 
8,000 
6,000 

14,000 


10 
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Approximate 
value of work 
allotted. 


Rs. 

23. Munshi Ahmed Ali . . . . . . 8,000 

24. Messrs. M. Rahman A Co. . . . . . . 18,000 

25. Messrs. Ghani Frieds A Co, . . . . . . 13,000 

26. Messrs. Choudary A Co. . . . . . . 12,000 

27. K. N. Kader . . . . 14,000 

28. Ramani Kanta Dey . . . . 6,000 

29. Messrs. Din A Co. 15,000 

30. Motaflfar Ali Khan . . . . 2,000 

31. Messrs. Huq Ghose A Co. .. 3,000 

32. Ranga Lai Singha and Jatindra Nath Jana 4,000 

33. Dolgobinda Das . . 4,000 

34. Ranajit Kumar Hazra 3,500 

35. Expert Engineering Corporation . . 7,5(X) 


4,31,0(K) 


STATEMENT (B). 
CossYK Division. 
Contai Suhdivisicm . 


1 — Khodgree Embankment. 

1 . Babu Khirode Mondal 

2. Babu Kedar Nath Guria 

3. Babu Bhut Nath Jana 

4 . Babu B. K. Ghose 

5. Messrs. Deb Chatterjee A Co. 

6. Babu Bagambar Mohapatra 

7. Babu Judhisthir Shahoo 

II — Garhar Russia Embankment. 

1. Babu Kedar Nath Guria and Degambar Prodhan 

2. Babu Bhutnath Jana 

3. Babu Judhisthir Sahoo 

III — Kalinagar Schedule D Embankment No. 50. 
1 . Babu Kedar Nath Guria 

IV — Kalinagar Schedule D Embankment No. 45. 

1. Babu Kedar Nath Guria 

2. Babu Kunja Behari Jana 


Appro ximaU^ 
value of work 
allotted. 
Rs. 


15,800 

8,000 

8,000 

5,600 

3,200 

10,300 

8,300 


10,300 

11,500 

11,400 


3,400 

17,700 

2,800 
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V — JaDamutha Schedule D Embankment (Portion within 
Contai subdivision.) 

Approximate 
value of work 
allotted. 



Rs. 

1. 

Messrs. Samanta Prodhan Firm 

3,000 

2. 

Babu Abbey Charan Das 

2,200 

3. 

Babir Kedar Nath Guha 

2,000 

4. 

Bam Deb Maity 

800 

5. 

Babu Ramchan Naik 

2,000 

6. 

Babu Hrikesh Maity 

2,000 

7. 

Babu B. K. Ghose 

800 

8. 

Messrs. Deb Chattarjee k Co. 

1,200 


V’l — Udbadal ( -irciiit (Schedule D, No. 48). 


1 . 

Babu Kedar Nath Guria 

1,200 

2. 

Babu Kunja Behari Jana 

450 

3. 

Dhananjoy Giri 

1,100 


V’ll — Udbadal Circuit No. 11 (Schedule D, No. 49). 


1. 

Babu Kunja Behari Jana 

1,100 

2. 

Babu Kedar Nath Guria 

1,900 

3. 

Babu Dhananjoy Giri 

1,700 


VUI — Amarshi Takavi Embankment No. 31 H. 17. 


1. 

Messrs. Samanta Prodhan Firm 

3,600 

2. 

Babu Bamdeb Maity 

600 

3. 

Babu Abhoy Charan Das 

3,300 

4. 

Messrs. Deb Chatterjee k Co. 

3.800 

5. 

Babu Rakhal Chandra Hazra 

6,800 

6. 

Babu Ram Chand Naik 

100 

7. 

Babu Kedar Nath Guria 

600 

8. 

Messrs. Swastika Engineering Co. 

2,260 


IX-^helimabad Embankment No. 30 H. No. 16. 


1. Maulvi A. Ahmed 

2. Babu Rakhal Chandra Hazra 


4,000 

2,500 
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SktieTnetU showing the names of contractors employed by the Civil Svbdivisional 

Officer, Tamluk. 


— jrr 

I — Hupnarayan Right Embankment No. 9. vali 

al 

Panskura Subdivision. 

1. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alfazuddin Ahmed, M.L.A. . . 2 

2. Maulvi Khatir Mohammad . . ^ . 

3. Babii Harat Ohandra Ohakravarty . . . . 1 

4. Babu Guru ProsBana (’hakraverty, L.B. 

Hupnarayan Right Embankment No. 9 {Etamogra subdiviaion). 

1. Babu K. 0. Dey, and Maulvi Fazlur Rahman .. .. 1 


Approximate 
value of work 
allotted. 

Rs. 


Ooro Eknbankment (Schedule D, No. o3). 

1. Babu K. C. Dey and Maulvi Fazlur Rahman 11,000 

2. Maulvi Serajuddin MoUah . . 9,5o0 

3. Maulvi Azizur Rahman . . . . 13,000 

4. Maulvi Koramat Ali and Maulvi Omar Ali Khan . . 21,000 

5. Maulvi Alfazuddin . . . • 18,800 

6. Babu Hrepati Gharan Bora • • 4,250 ^ 

Jalpai Embankment (Schedule D, No. 53). 

1. Babu Srepati Gharan Bora .. .. 850 

2. Maulvi Golam Majid 4,075 

Gumgarh Embankment No. 45. 

1. Koramat Khan 18,288 

2. Syod Oflman Ali . . • • 30,537 

3. Md. Sk. Aftiruddin . . * . • • 63,430 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With rofertMice to answer (6), will the 
Hou'ble MiniBiw be pleawod to give the naine.s of the contractors and the 
districtB from whore they cume? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The names have been supplied and 
they are laid on the Table. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when these contracts were distributed? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: These contracts were distributed in 
the year 1942, November or December. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact, wdth reference to the 
answers contained in Statement (C), that the contractors’ names and lists 
shown therein include a number of contractors who never did any work 
in that area before P. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No. They are all regMrtere<l coninM‘U)r« 
and are, in the opinion of the local officers, quite efficient for ^he work. 

Dti NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question was specific as to 
whether there were 

Mr. SPEAKER: He 1ms said “No". 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M y queslioii is, whether there are any 
members in this list who w'ere not contractor'* emjdoyed for similar work in 
a similar area. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now you have altered your (jupistion slightly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, hecaiisi' he would not other- 
wise uiiderstainl. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I am sonx, the hotiourable imunher 
ha^ not iollowed my answer, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mi K lunar, au' yon piepaied (o atiswm’ that (juestion? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It is very diiliculi to answer smdi a 
question. 1 lliiiik the ('oniractoi'' \\(*n* considered to he idficieni by the 
local oHicc^^. 

Mr. SPEAKER: \Vh> d on' I you sax that you want m>tice? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It notiie is given, (iovenimeni will 
look into the matter. 

Dr, COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: 0\ ^ 

^ ’3f'n P. w. i).5T ^ \ (Titarfetfl 

liic^ omi i 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: contiractorOT ^ 

tplf ^ 15m I ^ grtpr 

^ fhn ’ttf^ ^ I 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: W'iil the Hon’hle Minister he pleast'd to staU* if 
it is a fact that most of the contractors were nomiruitcMl hy the then Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (joveinnient is not aware of that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Ministirr be pleased 
to state if the contractors w'cre all outsiders and not residents of MidnaporeP 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I do not know any of the contra<^to];<i 
and therefore it is not po.ssihle for me to say whether they were outsiders 
or residents of Midnapore. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I would invite the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to question (d) where specifically it was asked : 
“Is it a fact that all the contractors were Muslims from outside the districtP“ 
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lir. SPEAKER: The aaswer is ''No”. 

Dr- MALIMAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, from the questioa and the answer 
given thereto it appears that all were not outsiders, but I want to know 
how many of these were outsiders. 

Mr- SPEAKER: The question does show that the only answer that 
could possibly be given was “No”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is why 1 am clarifying it, whether 
the Minister in charge has taken advantage of the bad wordings of the 
question, and whether there were any contractors from outside the district 
who were given this work. 

Mr- ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government want notice. 

Ragiuilifig Snanotal position of Calcutta Corporation. 

•42. Mr. C. W. MILES: Will the Flon’ble Minister in charge of the 
liOcal Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he has received the report of the Special Officer appointed 

to enquire into the financial position of the Calcutta Corporation; 

(b) if so, what are the main recommendations of the Special Officer; 

and 

(c) what acdion the Government proi)ose to take iijwn the recommenda- 

tions of the Special Officer? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Tes. 

(6) The report has been published in full. 

(o) The recommendations are under examination. 

Mr. A- F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
stage the examination has reached of the recommendations? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

Corporation has been addressed on several recommendations for their com- 
ments and views, and their replies have not yet been received. 

Dr- NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the publication of 
the report in full, may I enquire when and where it was published and 
whether it is available for sale in the Bengal Secretariat Book Depot P 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: It is at 

present available for sale, 1 believe. 

Df- NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 want to know when and where it 
waa published? 
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The Hoii’Die Khan Bahadur Mauivi 4ALALUDDIN AHMAOt It was 

published long ago and it was made available to the public three or four 
months before. Thereafter the copies available for sale ran short but now 
the report is again available for sale, I understand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that complaints had been made by members of the 
Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill that this 
report was not available in any of the Government Book Depots? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD • A com- 
plaint was made on one day during the sittings of the Select Committee 
and it was held out that it would be mada available two or three days after; 
and thereafter no further complaint was made. 

Scheduled Castes representation in Union Boards in Sadar subdivision of 
Burduran distriot. 

*43. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state the total population of the Sadar subdivision, Burdwan, as 
shown in the last Census Report, showing separately the number of — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Caste Hindus? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of union boards in the Sadar subdivision, Burdwan; and 

(it) the number of — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Caste Hindus, 

nominated in those bodies? 

(c) If no member from the Scheduled Caste has been nominated, will 
the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi 4ALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a)(1) 
141,567. 

(2) 179,224. 

(3) The numl)er of Caste Hindus has not been separately reported but 
they have been included in the following figures, viz . : — 

(i) “Castes not returned” — 113,493. 

(ii) “Other Hindus”— 234,637. 

(b) (t) 94. 

(nV- 

(1) 33. ’ 

(2) 89. 

(3) 148. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Babu liADMUSUOHAIi SARKARs With reference to (h) where it 
ia stated that the Sadar subdivision has 94 union boards but only 33 
Scheduled Caste members were nominated, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the rest of the union boards have got any representatives 
from the Scheduled Castes by election other than the 33 members 
nominated? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am not 

aware of it. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to explain the reason w^hy the Scheduled Castes who number 
179,(100 got only 33 nominated by^he Government while the Muhammadans 
who number 141,000 got 89 nominated to the union boards? Why this 
discrimination ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

honourable member is referred to the fact tlmt union board nominatioiih are 
not made directly by the Government but they an* made by the District 
Magistrate and are not sent to Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Ilon'ble Minister consider 
it desirable to look into the matter if there has been any discrimination in 
nomination given by the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

not aware of any discrimination but I understand that there is a general 
rule laid down for hriugiug into union boards members representing the 
different communities. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate ct)nsidered the case of the 
Scheduled C’astes at the time of nominations of those union hoards? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I believe 
the District Magistrate ctjrtainly considered the proportion of different 
communities in giving nomination. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR: Will the HonTde Minister b^ 
pleased to state the reasons why only 33 nominations were made from the 
Scheduled Castes and for the rest of the union boards no nominations were 
made from them? 

Tha Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I can- 

not tell you the reasons because 1 have not got any report on that. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: W’^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it will be correct to say that the number of nomination of a parti- 
cular community is dependent on the success or failure of the piirticular 
community in the matter of election? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: It is 
also one of the factors for consideration. 
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Mauivi AHMED ALi MRIDHA: In vit»w of the answer just now given 
by the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to state if he takes the respons- 
ibility also of whatever is done by the District ^[agistrate in the matter 
of nomination? 

Tho Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi aALALUDDIN AHMADi As 

regards policy, certainly Government dictates it and (iovernment takes the 
responsibility, but with regard to nomination itstdf the District Magistrate’s 
decision is final. 


Abolition of local boards in Khulna. 

•44. Mr, PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Ilon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Go\(‘i nment Department be pleased to 
state whether the local boards of the district of Khulna have been totally 
abolished ? 

(b) If the answer to ta) is in the atlirinati\e, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) wlien the next direct elei'tion to the Khulna Distrii t Hoard will take 

place: and 

(ii) when delimitation of new con.stituencies will be taken up in the 

said district? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Yes. 

(6)(i) Steps are l>eing taken to hold the election in April next. 

(n) The eon.stituencies have lioon delimited by Government and published 
in the ('alrutta Gazette under Xotiflration No. 772r/L.S.-G dated the I8th 
September, 1943. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Iloiride Mii»ister Ix^ pleased to state 
whether any in.stniction was given by the Gov<*rnTnent to local officers in 
connection w'ith the delimitation of these constituencies? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: With 
regard to delimitation, there is a statutory rule and the local authorities 
have followed the rule. 1 am not aware of any specific instruction given 
by the Government . 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Khulna i.s the only district wdiere local boards are 
being abolished hy the present Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: In most 
of the districts hx'al boards have been abolished. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With your permission may I put 
one specific quest icm because it concerns my district of Murshidabad, 
although strictly it will not be relevant? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow' you to put a supplementary question 
which you yourself say is not relevant. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: All right, I am making it a 

general one. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the Govern- 
ment policy with regard to the question of abolition of local boarda, parti- 
cularly with reference to Murshidabad district? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

policy of the Government is to abolish local boards where the district has 
been covered by union boards. It was adopted long before the present 
Government came in and it is being carried out. With regard to Murshida- 
bad local board, the question is under consideration. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on 
what basis the constituencies have been delimited. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This has been answered already — according to 
statutory rules. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
was on the basis of population or voting strength or any other basis? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; The 

honourable member is referred to the proper section of the Local Self- 
Government Amendment Act. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the opinions of the members of the Legislature were taken 
before determining the delimitation of constituencies in the district of 
Khulna? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, as 
a general rule members are consulted by Government. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE,: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there was any difference i'»f opinion with regard to the formation 
of delimitation of constituencies? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of detail. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir^, it is an essential question. If 
there is any difference of opinion what sttltps Government will take that I 
would like to know. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur, nre yt'.u prepared to answer this? 

Th. Hon’bl. Khan Bahwiur Mauivi JALAtlUDOlN AHMAD: I am not 

prepared to answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In ca.se ^of any difference of opinion 
between the members of the Ijegislature of g ! particular district and the 
District Magistrate, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government will take any interest whatsoever to( make a just and fair allot- 
ment with regard to delimitation? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I do not 

understand the reason of this question. Government always decides between 
conflicting interests and Government takes responsibility. I myself do it 
and I have done it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As you have done in the case of Jiaganj 
nomination ! 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what step Government has taken with regard to the District Board 
of Jesaore where there is a difference of opinion with regard to the forma- 
tion of delimitation? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any case has been brought before Government in regard to a 
difference of opinion with regard to delimitation between the members of 
the Legislature of a particular district and the District Magistrate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ques tion also cannot be allowed under ihe 
present question. There is a specific question here relating to the Khulna 
District Board. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I would like to draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that the Hon’ble Minister has just before this given the 
reply that Government is taking interest and is making a decision when 
differences are arising between the district authorities and the members of 
the Legislature of a particular district. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I allow questions like that, then the whole world 
can be brought in under this jiartic'ular (|uestion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In that case, Sir, the llon’ble Minister 
may refuse to give any answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. There should not be any discussion. 
You have got to put a specific suiiplementary question. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: With refeien.e to i^nswer 

{b)(n), will the Hon’ble Minister V>e plea.sed to state whether in delimiting 
the constituencies the, District Board was consulted or not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 think 
the district board was consulted. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minis^r 
l>e pleased to state whether any scheme was put forward by the District 
Board and if, that scheme w^as approved by the Government or whether a 
different scheme was approved by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 4ALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

not in a position to tell that. 
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lUi HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in this matter there was consider- 
able difference of opinion between the District Board and the then District 
Ma#^istrate.^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD; I am 

not in a position to tell that also. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I know whether communal consideration was 
taken into account in the matter of delimitation? 

Mr. SPEAKER: (’oinmunal consideration is there in the rule itself. 
Do you mean to ask whether delimitation has taken into consideration the 
respective strength of the two communities? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; In the 

sectiori itself the matter is fecjuired to be consitlered. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Disposal of dead bodies lying in Calcutta and mofassa! towns. 

16. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (^/) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in cliar^-e of the Home (Polieei l)e]>a! tnient be ])Ieased to state if 
it is a fart th.at corpses are lyiiifii' in tin* >treet- of — 

(/) Calcutta; and 

(it) in mofassal towns, villag-es, h^its and hazard? 

(/>) If so, will ilie IJon’hle Minist<*r he j)lease(I to slate the arrangements, 
if any, that have been made to dispose of the rorj)ses? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (o) Yes, at the tmu' when the question was asked, in 

Calcutta and some nuifussal areas. 

(h) A copy of r(tmmi8sion(*r of Poli<*e’H order for the removal of corpses 
in Calcutta as published in the Calcutta Police Gazette, dated the 2nd Se])tem- 
her, 1943, and a statement showunfr the arrangements made for the dis])osal of 
corpses in the distriet^t are laid on the Table. 

C opy of C onimissiouer of Pohce\t order referred to ir\ clause (b) of umUirred 

question Mo. 16. 

Extract from “Calcutta Police Gazette”, dated the 2nd September, 1943. 

447(>. In supersession of all previous orders published in the Calcutta 
Police Gaxette, paragraphs 3708, 3803 and 4005, dated the 30th July, 4th 
August, and 14th August, 1943, resj^ectively, the following consolidated 
orders are passed : — 

Orders for the removal of corpses and collapsed persons. 

L If the local Police get information of the whereabouts of a dead body, 
first they shall ring up I^all Bazar and ask for a Cor]we Disposal Van to be 
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sent to the local poliee-stntion. The information will be re^'orded in the 
General Diary and a Sub-Inspector and Assistant Sub-Inspector or a 
Literate Constable, whoever is available, will proceed at once to the sjk)! with 
challans and lal>els for despatching the dead Iwdy to the morgue. 

2. On receipt of the Information Inspector, Headquarters, who will be 
in charge of the Corpse Disposal Van and Staff, will send out a van with the 
driver and two domes to the local police-station concerned. On arrival at the 
local police-station a constable will be sent as a guide with tlie van U) the 
place where the dead body is lying. The l>ody will be taken to the morgue 
and the van will return to Headquarters. 

d. Tlie Officer, who goes to the sp(»t on receipt of information, will fill 
up in triplicate a challan in the following form. He will also fill up a lal>el 
prescril>ed for A.P.P. (asualties (every ]K>lice-.statioii lias got a generous sup- 
ply of these forms) and attach it with a .string to the neck of the l)ody. 
(Unless this is done there is great risk of wrong disfHvsal of dead bodies in 
the morgue where large number of b(Hlie.H are taken nowadaysO 

CJiaJlan for ser^ding (fxntprr) dead hadfef to vwrgve. 

(1) Police Station 

(2) Date Time 

(d) Name of the deceased, if as(*eitained 

(4) Male /Female 

(5) Probable age 

Iliinhi or Mohammedan. 

('6) Mark.s of identification, if any 

(T) Probable cause of death 

(8> Where found 

(9) Name/ Number of the Constable (or Police Officer) taking the body 
to morgue 

Signature of the Olliccr Signature of (he Oflicei who 

tilling up the l*orm receives the dead IsMly. 


— (1) Disposal order in form No. 4279 will follow. 

(2) This form is to be used in cases in which no post-mortem is to held. 

4. If the Telephone Sergeant gets any information of the whereabouts of 
a dead body he will first inform the Inspector, Headquarter*^, to send out a 
van and then inform the local jm! ice-station of his information. 

5. If the hK-al Police Officer \\ho goes to the spot first finds that the 
Corpse I)i.si>osal Van from I-all Bazar is not likely to arrive very sotm he shall 
make arrangements to have the dead body removed with the help of private 
domes. If such domes are not quickly available he will have the dead l>ody 
removed to a side lane or to any other {dace away from the jiublic view and 
then arrange for the removal of the l>ody either to the morgue or U) the 
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cremation ground direct. (I am informed local assistance is voluntarily 
available for this purpose.) 

6. After the removal of the body to the morgue the Officer on return to 
the police-station will inform the Hindu Satkar Samiti or the Mufidul Islam 
as the case may be and will make out a disposal order on Form No. 4279 and 
send it to the morgue, 

7. The Hindu Satkar Samiti or the Mufidul Islam as the case may be 
will take the body from the morgue according to their convenience. In cases 
where they refuse to remove the body from the morgue the dead body will 
be removed from the morgue by the Corpse Disposal Vans at appointed 
hours of the day. 

Collapsed Ca^es. 

8. A Police Officer receiving information that any person has collapsed in 
the street and is requiring medical attention should phone up the nearest 
A.R.P. Centre. All Officers on duty should keep a list of these telephone 
numbers in their pocket books for ready reference. The A.R.P. Report 
Centre will make arrangements to send an ambulance with a doctor. 

9. If any collapsed person dies during transit to hospital and the 
Ambulance Van brings the dead body to any i)olice-station within whose 
jurisdiction the person was picked up the Officer-in-charge shall as usual 
make out challans for the removal of pau]^)er dead bodies to the morgue and 
a neck label and shall send a constable with the Ambulance Van to deposit 
the dead body in the morgue. Then the usual procedure for the disposal 
of corpses from the morgue will be followed. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause {b) of unstarred question Xo. 16 showing the 
arrangements made, for the disposal of corpses in the districts. 


No. 

Name of 
difitnot. 

Whether 

dead 

bodies 

found. 

How disposed of. 

Remarks. 

1 

24Parg«na8 

Yds 

! 

By municipalities, the 
public and rural police. 


2 

N»dia 

So 

No. 


3 

Jmmom 

Yes .. 

By municipalities, union 
boards, local people 
and xatnindarB. 


4 

Khulna 

No 

No. 


S 

MunthidabAd 

No 

No. 


6 

U. & A. Huilway, 
SMddah. 



If found in the railway 
premiseR, immeKliate 

action IS taken by the 
Railway Police for 
disposal 

7 

£. I. HailwAy, 
Howrah. 



If xfound, disposed of by 
domes. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of 
district. 

^Tiether 

dead 

bodies 

found. 

How disposed of. 

Remarks. 

8 

Hooghly 

No 

No. 


9 

Howrah 

Yes 

By municipalities, local 
organ isation*) and 

union boards. 


10 

Midnapore 

Yes 

By the police, munici- 
palituvi, union boards 
and other local organi* 
sation. 


11 

Burdwati 

Yes 

By the municipalities 

In Burdwan and Asansol 
town only. 

12 

Bankura 

Yea (only 
one "a«e). 

By the police with the 
help of sweepers. 

Was not disposed of 
owing U) troubles with 
the sweepers. 

13 

Birbhura 

Yes 

By the municipalities, 
union Ixtanls and local 
organisations. 


14 

Daoca 

\’CH 

VtiUK 


If) 

MjmotJHingh 

Yes 

Ditto. 


16 

Fandpur 

Yes 

By the municipalities and 
tlie local organisations. 

In Faridpur town only. 

17 

T ippera 

Yes 

By the members of the 
ooinmuiuty tliey be- 
longed to. 

In town anil big baaars 
only. 

18 

Chittagong 

Yes 

By the police, munici- 
palities and local 

organisation. 


19 

Noakhah 

No 

No. 


20 

Bakarganj 

Yes 

By the municipalities, 
unions boards and 
local organ isation. 


21 

Kajsliahi 

Yes 

Ditto. 

In Natnre town only. 

22 

Jalpaigun 

Yes 

By the police with the 
help of sweepers , 


23 

Dinajpur 

Yes 

By the municipalities 
and oilier local organi- 
sation. 

In town area only. 

24 

Bangpur 

Yes 

Ditto. 


26 

Bogra 

No 

No. 


26 

Pabna 

Yee 

By the local people. 


27 

Darieelicg 

No 

No. 


28 

Malda 

No 

No. 


29 

B. A A. Kailway, 
Saidpur 

Yes 

By the Railway Police. 
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Hr. DHfRCHDRA HATH DATTA. Is the Hoii’ble Minister aware 
that even now corpses are lyin^ in the streets in rural areas in Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (xovernment have no iiifoimation 
to that eii’ect. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Is the Hon'hle Minister aware 
that corj)seH lying in the streets in rural areas in Bengal are being thrown 
into the river? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Oov'ernment have no inlorniation. 

House-searches at early hours of the morning, and detention of arrested 

persons in hajat. 

17t Mfi NIBHITHA NATH KUNDUs (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that — 

(i) searches and arrests in connection with Defence of India Rules were 
conducted in many cases in Calcutta during early hours ot the 
morning, viz., between hours 1 a.m. and 4 a. in. between months 
of August, 1942, and July, 1943; 

(n) persons including ladies arrested after such searches in tlieir 
homes w^ere detained lor a very long time, sometimes for more 
than a fortnight in the police hajat ; and 

(Hi) two sisters, viz.. Miss Nirmala Roy, b.a., and Miss vSushama 
Roy, who were only young girls, were detained in jiulice hajat 
for a pretty long time (14 days) ? 

(b) If the answers to clause (a)(/) and (//) are in the afiinnative, will 
the Hou’ble Minister be pleascsl to state* — 

(t) under what law or rules the searches and arrests were (‘ondiicttHi in 
the early hours of the morning; and 

(it) the reason for detaining arrested jiersons in the police hajat for a 
longer time instead of lodging them in the jail hajat. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): («)(/) Searches conducted by tlie Special Branch between 
the months of August, 1942, and July, 1943, were made at about dawn 
except in a few exce])tioiuil cases when for special reasons it w^as found 
necessary to conduct the searches between 1 a.m. to 4 a.m. 

(ii) The |K»rsons arrested have in many cases l)een detained in police 
custody for a ja^riod of 14 days. 

(it) Yes. 

(h) (i) All searches were made under rule 12G(4) / 126(1 )(b), Defence 
of India Rules. The arrests weie in the majority of oe-ses made under sec- 
tion 54, CViminal Pnx'edure Code. 

(it) The arrested j)ersons were detained in police custody for purposes 
of internigatkm and investigation. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (h){i), 
in view of the fact that the rules and sections quoted in the answer do not 
provide for the time, namely, between the hours of 1 and 4 a.m., will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the rule or law under which these 
arrests and searches were conducted between the hours of 1 and 4 a.m.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If there is no time mentioned in 
the rule quoted, it is obvious that searches can be made at any time. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion ble Minister please 
enlighten us in view of the fact that there is a specific provision that searches 
cannot be conducted between sunset and sunrise under what law and rules 
these searches were conducted in the early bourse 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already said under rules 
12b(4) and 120(7) 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: That is the rule under which searohef 

are conducted and arrests are made, but my question is under what law 
the searches and arrests were conducted in the early hours of the morning. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He seems to ask whether you can quote the rule or 
law which authorises searclies during the period when the search actually 
took phu'e. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have said that already — rules 
126(4) and 126(7 )(/;). 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, that rule only empowers arrests 
and searches, hut it makes no mention about early hours. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood you hut he answered it in that way. 
Have \ou any more supplementary (luestionsr' 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes, Sir. In view of his answer 
that ladies were arrested and detained in police custody sometimes for more 
than a t'ortniglit, does the Hon’ble Mini.ster think it dcsirulde that some 
directions should l>e given to the police that at least ladies should not be 
detained in police eu.stody for .so long a period!'' 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: It is difficult to accede to a request 
of this type, becau.se .sometimes it is necc.s.sary to detain prisoners for 
conducting investigation and interrogation. Therefore they have to be 
detained. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In police eu.stody? (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it will be better to try to understand a question 
first before an.swering it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Dr. Sanyal is wrong. I 
definitely said detention was necessary for interrogation. Dr. Sanyal is 

11 
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tryinff U) confuhe the isnue. Of ct)urse the prisoner.s have to be produced 
before the MuKiJ’trate and then remanded to police custody for the purpose 
of eondiietin^.r investigation and interrogation. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of detaining lady prisoners in jail custody and producing them 
before the police as and when they may recpiire such pristmers for the 
purp(jse of investigation and not detaining such women y)risoners in the 
police lock-up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the.se cases it was neecssary that 
they should be available to the police for interrogation, because when their 
houses were searclied certain incriminating papers and articles were found 
and for successful prosecution and investigation it was necessary that the 
prisoners should be available for interrogation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T think Dr. Sandal’s (juestion was whether (lovern- 
ment will consider the de8iraV)ility. Khan Bahadur had no r(‘ason to re])l\ 
in detail. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Si]\ I wa.s t‘X|)laining the reason 
also. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it tlu‘ view of the ])iesent (iovein- 
inent that lady pris<uiers of all ages should la* made available to the jxilice? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ne^e^ sail that 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Js the llon'ble Munster aware that 
such interrogations are mad(* by the g(*neral }>oli(a‘ as aUo b\ the j)oliee 
of the Intelligence Branch even in jails always and frequently? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not alwa>s and fre(|uently. TlieTe 
is difiicult\ in access to prisoners in jails. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVas it n(‘cessary in these cases t(» 
make these prisoners available to the police for interrogation or otlu"r\^ i^e 
at all hours of the day and night ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 never said that. Sir, I protest 
against that insinuation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Khau Bahadur, I would advise you not to talk too 
much. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With refeience to answer will 

the Jlou hle Minister be pleased to state the approximate number of ques- 
tions put to Mivsses Nirmahi Hoy and Sushama Hoy which required their 
detention for 14 days in lock-up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This is an absurd question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You should not use thut expression. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y ou Lave not taught the nnplica- 
tiou. He wants to know the approximate number of questions put. 
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Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: I .strongly protest the 

language used by the Parliaineutarv Secretary. He has no business to 
C'haracterise t}»e que'-tion like that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; The reply is absurd and foolish. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: He must know his limitations. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I haTe already .said that it was wrong. After that 
there was no necessity for further discussion on that point. 

The question is lield over because the question time is over. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned lor lb minutes.) 

(After adjouriiment .) 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Mr Si>eakei. Sir, on a pcnnt of 
privilege 1 desire to draw your attention to a letter which I received from 
the Sec’retai\\ of lh(‘ Assenihl\. dated the 2nd Kt'bruary, 1944, enclosing 
a cop,\ ot tile report oi tlie Stdect Connnittee on the Talcutta Municijial 
( AinendnuMil ) Hill and asking no* to sign it, if nee.ehsary, with a note of 
dis.s(‘Ut and send it hack to him h\ tin* drd February, 1944, at the hit(*Ht. 

I got this repoit delivered to me at 4-d() ]>.in. on the drd F(d)ruar\ and I 
have been asked to return it, it necessar\ witli a note of disstml, on tln^ 
drd Febrnar\ at tlie latest The li-tter is dated 2nd February. If the 
membeis (»f tlie (’ommittiu* ate reipiired to perfoin their duties to any extent 
whatsoeviM’ I think. Sir, notliing more ridiculous could be eomadved than 
this jiaiticulai })roeediir«* which has been adopt<Ml 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, 1 am also a imunber of the same Select 
C'oinmittee. but 1 have not received any notice whatsoever. 

Mr. SPEAKER: V on ma\ reidy to tliat effect. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Ame.. '*nent Bill, 1944. 

[The debate on the motions for circulation of the Bill for eliciting 
ojiinion thereon wa^ then resumed.] 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Sir it is sad to contempluki that at a 
time when the province is passing through the most /critic.al phase in her 
histor\, the tiovernment should have come forward with a proi»osal to 
increase the burden of the jieople. That the Government should have so 
decided is also a poor compliment on their atateamanship and financial 
acumen. The famine in Bengal cannot yet be regarded as over, although 
its fury ha.s abated a hit. The famine has brought in its trail death, disease 
and pestilence which are pursuing their relentleas courw* and exacting daily 
their heavy toll of human live.s. The famine may attain serious proportion 
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again unless the situation is handled in a judicious manner. Hence the 
proposal of the Government to inicrease taxation must be regarded as most 
ill-timed and unfortunate. 

When the Government passed the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act in 
1941, in the teeth of the opposition in the Assembly, their declared objective 
was to raise more revenue for enlarging the scope of their nation-building 
activities. Although the preamble to the Act does not definitely earmark 
the proceeds of the tax for being utilised for nation-building purposes, it 
was, however, stated in the statement of objects and reasons for the Bill 
that “for the purpose of financing the further beneficent schemes f9r the 
economic improvement of the province, additional revenues are essential”. 
In his Budget speech for 1941-42, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 
referred to the Bill in the shape it had emerged from the Select Committee 
and said that the tax was necessary to permit undertaking some extension 
of the existipg services in the fields of primary education, rural sanitation 
and rural water-supply and for the introduction of some “new services” to 
the people. He further said that the unlikely event of the Legislature 
refusing to empower Government to raise the necessary additional revenue 
would subject the whole Budget to drastic reductions, reductions that would 
not only paralyse any attempts to extend our beneficial activities but w’ould 
seriously jeopardise the HJontinuance of some essential services. Thus the 
clear object of the tax was that its proceeds should be utilised for nation- 
building activities. The Assembly also ultimately acquiesced in the hope 
that it should be so done. But what do we find in the actual ])ractice? 
Have the Government kept their words? Have they utilised the proceeds, 
or the major portion thereof, for enlarging the scoj)c of beneficient activities? 
Have they introdu<ied free ^•oinpulsory primary education? Have they 
established free medical dispensary in every two unions? Have they been 
able to improve the rural water-supply problem? The answer to all these 
queries is an emphatic “no”. In none of those directions Government have 
been able to make much headway, although new' tax was imposed, addi- 
tional funds were ruiwsd and the money spent on schemes of doubtful 
utility. The Government thus lay themselves open to the charge of violat- 
ing the moral undertaking they gave* to the people, tor the imposition of the 
tax. Thus, strictly speaking, not to speak of increasing the rate of the tax. 
Government can have no justification for its continuance even. 

Hence, when the Government lack any justification for the continuance 
of the tax, it is doubly unjust that they should propose to increase the rate, 
particularly when prices have risen to fantastic levels and the costs of 
living gone up to abnormal heights. The incidence of the sales tax has 
already largely increased due to the phenomenal rise in the prices of all 
commodities, including those which have been brought wdthin the purview 
of the tax. Even when the tax is calculated at the rate of one-quarter of 
an anna in the rupee, people are required to pay today three or four times 
aa muih as they paid in 1942 for a particular transaction, than what the 
liilors had in mind in enacting the Bill into law. The rale of the tax 
has \lnis increased fourfold. The proposed doubling in effect enhances the 
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incidence of the tax 7 or 8 times and 3 per cent, as stated by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister yesterday. The mere fact that the realisations 
from the tax in 1942-43 which amounted to Rs. 68*94 lakhs, fell short of 
an anticipated income of Rs. 1 crore cannot be put forward to camouflage 
this fact of increased incidence of the tax. In the absence of any reliable 
basis to go upon, Government based their original estimate on mere guess 
work which largely went oft’ the mark. It was only in 1942-43 that the Act 
had been in operation throughout a complete year. The real fact would 
therefore he known when we would he in a position to compare the realisa- 
tions in 1942-43 w’ith those in 1943-44. My contention that the incidence has 
largely increased as a result of higher prices would be evident when this 
year’s budget would he placed before the House. I appreciate the fact that 
the expenditures of the (ioverninent have increased considerably and they 
are finding it difficult to balance their budget. But the mere fact that the 
budget is a deficit one should not have led the Government to propose to 
meet the same hv taxing the poor people of the province. Hut before 
increasing the tax hurd('n oti the people we should enquire what are the 
factors that are producing huge deficits in the I^rovincial budget and what 
alternative means are there to meet the same. Kveryhody present in the 
House will admit tliat most of the increased expenditures of tin* Bengal 
(iovernment lia\e lieen (KM'usioned h\ circumstanees eonneided with war. 
But it is on]\ a geograjdiical e(»in< idenee that Bengal hapjiens to he in the 
war zone. In ordiiiar> course the budget would not perhujis have h(‘en a 
deficit one It wai in the eastern theatre was not carried on by making 
Bengal a ha^e ot operation, tlo* extent of the deficits, if any at all, would 
have been a negligible one. Idle liability for the gap between the income 
and exjienditure ot llie (io\ eminent ot Bengal, .should therefore in all 
eonscienee devolve on tlie (aTitre. I should, therefore, like to know w'hat 
steps the fTOvernment have taken to secure a greater measure of financial 
relief from the Central (iovernment and with what results. If the Govern- 
ment of India could not be jiersuade'd to give greater relief in the shape of 
a subvention, the proper course of the Government should have been, 1 
would suggest, to raise a loan rather tlinn t(» increase the rate of the tax 
to meet their budget deficit. And in the present state of plethoric 
conditions in the money market fioverninent’s loan programme w'ould have 
met with instantaneous success. 

If, however, the (jovernment are determined to flout opinion both inside 
this House and outside they should have at least provided for some relief 
to the poor and middle class people by broadening the list of exemptions 
and also given some idea to the people ,as to what is the precise purpose 
for which the additional revenue is needed. 

The Government have themselves admitted the reason ahleueas of 
affording relief to the people by exempting dhoties, sarees and lungi&i 
from the ambit of this tax, but the relief proposed is quite inadequate. 
For example, disease and pestilence, coming in the wake of the famine, 
are taking heavy tolls of lives, and people in rural areas are dying for 
want of drugs and medicines at cheap prices, and it is painful to think 
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In this nontext that the Government them^^elves ^are seeking to raise the 
prices of drugs and medicines which have already gone up very high and 
are not within the reach of the poor and middle class people. Again, 
while people We finding it extremely difficult to continue to give proper 
education to their sons and daughters, Government should have desisted 
from doing eomething whi(;h would have the effect lof increasing the 
educational expenees of the people. It is therefore highly desirable that 
the schedule of exempted goods should he suitably broadened further. 
Particularly drugs and medicjnes, hooks, ^pens, pencils, slates, eh-., 
should he exempted from the si-ope of the tax. While the list sliould be 
broadened in one dirt^ction, the scope of tin* Act should be extended in 

another direction as to include sales to the Government of India Vshile 

making purchase jon iU own behalf and on hehulf of allied governments. 

It is not fair to ask the people of the (province to pay more, while 

purchases made by aiithoritie.s w-ho are able to pay should not he taxed. 
There is no reason w-hy the tax shouhl not be levied on lall war piircba^es 
made by the Government of India whether a.s a principal or an agent. 
In that case, peoj)le of the province w-ould not have been required to pay 
greater taxes and there would liave been no necessity to increase the rate 
of the tax. 

Again, before (-ailing upon the peo]>le to j)a\ more, the public should 
have been provided with the outlines of ])racti(-able develojimental 
flchemes for tlie financing of wliich it is ’j)r{)i>oscil to raise additional 
funds. Tlie restoration and rehabilitation of the famine-damaged 
locononi} of Bengal will require (-olossal efforts on the jiart of every 
department of the Government. For one death, th(*re are at least t«‘n w'ho 
a^e (‘nfeebled and debilitated. To restore tln-m to (-ondititnis of jiormal 
health is no easy task. The paujiei ization of millions of peojde will have 
a highly demoralising efl'ect. We t-.anuot lu)j>e to build a ^strong healthy 
peojile on gruel kiU-hens and doles. We nnist make our economy highly 
product ivo, th<‘ workers strong and cfficicmt and build up our agricul- 
tural ‘ ad industrial organisation on a basis which would banish famine 
and «■ arcity from this province (»f ours. For thi^ l)urposc, ]>lans of 
national re(‘onstruct.ion and rehabilitation should ha\e been jirtqiared and 
laid hcf(»n* the House, bel’oi(‘ the j)co}de lare .(sked to more to tin* 

Guvcnmient rev»*nues. I'hi.s jiropo.sal of the ( Toveinmcnt , it the\ an* 
det«*rmined to double the rate of the tax, 'Hhould have therefore been a 
proper and logii-al (se<]uence after the Budget was jdai-ed before the House 
and the liegislature given an oiiportunity to know wliy they art* asked to 
sanction gnuiter tn\ati(»n. IVojile might have then known what are the 
schemes on v^hich the Government jiropose t(> spend the additional 
revenues ruistai. I'he a<'tioii of the (ioveinment. iherefore, is like putting 
the cart before the horse. With these words. 1 would ask the tiovern- 
meut to drop their jire.seiit pioposuL 


Maiilvi ABDUL WANED : 
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^ or ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ?T3TC^ Ft? I t%5R- 

^ ;jr^ tr<^ w in? ^ ^ TOrflsr ^ 

ihz f^ciFST^ 'Q c^ma^i c«f(?R I ftfffrr ^ (?ri?i -^tlh 

ntc^ Ft^ ^ 1 <fwtc^ frro 5f!R I (TT ferm ^ TOTC^ 

4C^ C^C^ ^H?1 5!Cb^ I ^ 441^1 ^C*f '^'JjpC^ I C**Ff^ 

44l?1 44^!^ C'=ft4’ Gor?^ f^rnr?j ^nrirr cFi^f^ i 

zir.^ 4^ 0^ ^ •^rtsftft^’fmt? ^ firsH i ^4rmftjR fwv 

C^Tt^, GT — 4 ^ irfs^ ^ "51 Gt^ If^ 

cFTc^ I (F^i^ f^5?i^ 'Ts ^ ^ ; cn ^ ?r^imr 

i <6c^i4pi cn^* ^ frni ^3^ ^ ^t^- 

^f% f :^/4 f^ 55 t^ w.^, “4 lW 53 f% fVm torf” ? 

rMl4pl-i GT4^ f<Gi ^Tt^fr^T^ "S^T G 4 (7T^ 1 

^Pi^, ‘'=^^nn ^/ 3 «nn, ;F=R(?Fm^?r 3 T’ 

^3^5 Gtpr 4^ ^im ^ zti'^ 

^PTTI ^C’S^ I •TtG ^ tfV ^RG f^TCbt? — 

w.f 4^: ^■pfcttc^r Tr?fi 

^m^rnrr?! ^ ^ 

c^.z FtTF^PT 1 ^ fs-sspn c^mfF — ^^<fm 4 4 ^ i^rt^ ^z 

fV^n cRt? TGi'>r ^3G^»rf?^rr^ fro 4 !? ft#) tr^tm 

^ CRK >Tt?^ ftf •■' r^rm C^PI^'5 Fl^, ^‘^Ttil 

^ «f/o!7R 4^ 4^ G ^ C^F. ^ ^ft‘>t5 

^ TsrtG) 4^^^ *fpR FC^ ’FtTGr "srm ^r*5Ttr‘TC"t'? 

4’r^ r5i tgc^. ^ »tftpTt'5 ’Htr Wg eft'll: 1 

(Laughter from some of tlie meml:)er8) ^ C^tG 

’trftTTG ^ TtrR ft^ ^iiTT^ <irrG ^ 1 R ihg 

F^l Tt^) ^ I 4^ >Tr’T<fr^ ITG h-^^) I 

^ ^rn^ GT<^ ^ I ^ Gt^jii Ffnir-i^ \ 

^5rr?77F r<t^ ^ 71 1 -^ift ^ft 

i*^ vftPfrft'T ^fs^;‘j=fTr^, G 4 ift^ ^*''mGc*riT 7mci> ^nt9i 

3TGG ft- TGC^. ’ 4^‘ <^]T^T C-PG 4^ G3Trt# "D W"-f^r# ft? TOl 

I^ ftGTF Tf^ '.Z] f'fGTF. G^) ’TtrrrT TtG^ l^rtfT ^- 

^ Tmi GtT’.’^'^ ‘^•'f^ 'f^G , 4^’ C#sgT ^r;T3Tt*ft^<*T?r 

^ C^ 'Ttf^; 4^ 4# Ft^fe i 'TtG? =Tt’^ ’tfRtr.^H ^ ^^r-TG GfG 

rnr cerr^ i Tnr.'m ft?p1? 4^ft ’tfVnrG ^6pf ftG, "5t^ ■^.»I7 

irm -RT-f^ i -tg :,sPt c^ gtg i “TO 4^?^ fo 

^ GTK'R ^ GTG C'^, f!G ^TGT:^ I Tt^rtTR :rfcO'Tt ^ 

^^^rTTG^T ^ftGPf "RGT Gf:?r ’5G>Tftn -m-^r% Fnr, 

?«f5? iKR rtrz ’7TI5, 3) miz ’tTG^, fft^ ^rttSTt^ W?nr«ft^‘t 45) ^ WG 
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^ I ^ ^ ^ I C^ 

v£i'«(tc^ c^ C7f ’T^ frorT^ ^ c®ir^ ^ c?r T?rBt 

w^ OTT^, (TT^ !}^ gr^t ^^RR, waaprt*(fir:<^ ?r^rm «rt 

gftlaiT I til? frjtW f^TO ^Tff^ ^ CBTt? 

BrspTtaft^r^t^ &tt^ <nn ^^*5Tfr^^*^ f^CFT?" — firg^ 

C?<l to I 

Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had not the least 
intention to take part in today’s debate in the Assembly regarding the 
Sales Tax Amendment Bill of 1944; but I think I stall be failing in my 
duties towards the country and to my constituency if I do not express my 
views about the merits and demerits of the a-foresaid pernicious Bill which 
is on the anvil now. 

When this Bill — I mean the Sales Tax Bill of 1940 — was first intro- 
du(‘ed in this Assembly, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy w'as the 
Finance Minister of Bengal. Tie is even now’ gracing the Trea'^ury 
benches. I'his Bill w'as ojiposed for its basic principles by tlie press and 

plalfornm and even by the members (d the Legislature supporting the 

Government. It was argued b\ him that more money would be necessary 
for better works to be done and extra revenue derived from this measure 
would be spent in nation-building departments and specially for improv- 
ing the sad lot of the poor agriculturists of Bengal. May 1 now ask the 
Hon’ble Minister Mr, II. S. Suhraw'urdy has he kept his w’ords of honour; 
has he at all tried to keej) his words and cany into etTcct the hojies and 

assurances he gave us although long four \ears have passiniy Certainly 

not. All these have been jiroved bluffs. M'e ^are not lo be misled and 
diverted from our purposes any longer by the false hopes and assurances 
of the llon’ble Finance Minister. 

When the Bill was fitst introduced, Bengal was passing through better 
days. Still the Bill owing to its pernicious nature was opposed from all 
directions. Bengal has now* been passing through various dangers and 
difiicultiea, .privations and economic crisis of far-reaching character and 
the like of w’hich she has never experienced since 1770 and she can hardly 
bear the burden of a new taxation on the daily necessaries of life. Bengal 
was in the grip of a formidable famine whidi has taken a heavy toll of 
human lives, specially of the unlucky and wretched Scheduled Castes 
people and of the .Muslims of Bengal. They have died and are dyi^ng, 
without number, of starvation, cholera, fever and pox like cats and dogs 
uncared for and unattended. Has the Government been able to save a 
single human life from the clutches of the dire famine althougli it was 
within its .power and although it is the first and foremost duty of every 
autonomous Government? It has absolutely bungled and therefore 
utterly failed. 

I strongly believe that a famine of a more formidable character will face 
the province of Bengal this year too and the preseirt Government has no 
power whatsoever to give relief to the distressed while excessive corruption, 
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jK)l)bery and bribery are rampant within the departments. Then may I ask, 
what justification has this so-called Ministry to double the rate of the sales 
tax while public money is being so squandered away right and leftP 

1 do admit that Government has an inherent right to tax the people 
when the revenue of the province falls short of the budgeted expenditure. 
This can happen in two ways during peace time, namely, when the Govern- 
ment waste public money right and left without any justification and 
secondly, when the Government economically spends the public money 
after the nation-building departments and recjuires more funds for Wtter 
administration. But we ar<‘ facet! with an abnormal situation due to war 
in the country and therefore (Ttivernnu'nt has to incur abnormal expendi- 
ture in running the ])]eseut ( lovernimMil . This is the natural effect tif the 
war in the piovince. You cannot shakt* it otV. Had there been no war in 
this (‘ounlry. Government woubl not have incurred such a hug<‘ additional 
exjienditure in connection with /dtd'ence and protection of the country The 
defence and the ])rotecti(»n of the civil po]mlali(Mi are tht‘ paramoirtit 
business and duty oi the Gentral (b)vernmer«t ; so the jihnormal cost of 
administration arising out of the war situatioti prevailing in the country 
should be home not h\ the Piovincial (iovernment but by the (hujlral 
Government, na\ by the I’nitcd Nations. ,11 no hel])ing hand is streti'hed 
forth from that diiection. let \is meet the d(*fieit btidget bv retrenchment 
or by taking a loan from the Gentral (iovernmeiit. Why should the poor 
peo])le be taxed again for nothing from generation fo gtMieration without 
any justification. 

With these few observations I sujijiort the motion of J)r. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal for circulaiion for the jmrpose x)f elii'ifing opiniim iheianm. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I use to support 
the circulation motion that has been moved by my friend. In rising to 
support it. I shall speak a few' words. 

The Hon’hle Minist^^r in introducing the Bill ha.s clearly stated tiuit this 
Bill has been necessitated because of the w'ar eonditions. It is certainly 
according to the K>j)inmn of all (of us a war taxation. It is neceswiry to 
bridge the gulf between the revenue and expenditure neiessitaled by the war 
conditions. If it is ^jueh, 1 want to put (»ne (juestion to the Hon’ble 
Minister. By /this tinkering legislation will they he able to bridge the 
gulf that will be made between the revenue and expemliture on account of 
the war conditions? 

Sir, staniling here I can say on behalf »of my party that we have lU) 
sympathy with the war efforts and therefore we cannot give our suppori to 
such u Bill. But if, as a matter of fact, the British Government <leclare8 
that the people of India have got sympathy with war efforts, there is no 
reason why this Bill should not be circulated for eliciting public opinion 
treating it as a war taxation. 

Sir, this is a war taxation and the gulf does not amount to lakhs but 
crores. We were told by the Hon’ble Minister while introducing this Bill 
that, as a matter of fact, the difference between revenue and expenditure 
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?ii]l not W R«. 7 crores, m estimated, but it will be more than Rs. 7 crores. 
I may take it that the difference will anitount to Ks. 10 crores. So, this 
le^?ihlatioii will not serve the purpose. They must deffnitely tell the Central 
(R)veriiirjent lliat as this difference has, as a matter of fact, been created by 
the war conditions, Benf^al wn‘11 not bear the burden, but the Central 
Government must take the responsibility of bearing the burden and I think 
that not only tlie Central (joverninent but His Maje^ts’s Cioverninent also 
must take tlie responsibility of beurinj^ the burden. It is a war for the 
perpetuatiion of their Empire. It is not a war for the liberation of India 
and as it is not a wjij for the liberation of India, we >shall not pay a single 
pie for tin* war effort, if we pay it, we do injustiio* to ourselves. If you 
think that the j)eople of India have got .sympathv with the wuir measures, 
treat it as a war ta.xation, send it to the people, ask their oi)inion and if they 
give tlieir opinion tliat tlK\\ have got sympathy with the war efforts, that 
they liave (got sympathy with th(‘ war taxation, then introduce this Bill in 
this House, but otherwise not. Tliis is one aspect of the ifuestion. 

Another aspect of tln‘ (|uestion I wuint to raise in tlii.s House. Govern- 
ment is not j)rohahl\ awaie of the miserable condition of the people, 
specially in the rural areas, 1 Iiave been touring through the district of 
Tii)pera during the last three months of November, J)e(‘emher and January 
and I found the conditiim of the peo])le so miserable that words fail to 
describe tlieir miseries. People are ^till starving, fpwjile are still dying not 
in liundreds hut in thousands. I put one question today to the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary with r(‘gard to the disposal of cor]>s(‘s. I found people 
dying and corjises lying in the streets. The corpses are being thrown into 
the river for want of fuel. I do .not kiK^v if it is fact that even the rich 
could not burn the dead bodies for want of fuel, Inoause there were no 
labounu's in the rural areas Those dead bodies wliich \Ncre ])iiri(‘d could 
not b(‘ buried d(*ep underground, because no labourers were availabb^ 'Plo' 
result is that jackals and (dlier Insists are digging them out and carrying 
the (M)rpseH from place to place 1 have witnesx'd these things with mv own 
eyes. 'Phis is tin* eondition of the ]>eojile in nnal art*as. 

Mr. S])(‘aker. Sii’, not onl\ the condit.ion oi the poorer .section <*f the 
pe(q)le is. miserable in rural ,area^, tlie middle cla^s ])eo]dt‘ also are very 
badly affected. As a matter id fa<’t the students belonging to the middle 
class tamilics rannot prosecntt* tludr studu's for want of text-hooks In the 
Beng-al Ibnance (Sab's 'Pa\t Bill theie is an extuiiption of tax foi- primary 
si’h(iols, hut theie i.s no exemption of tax tor secomlaT \ ^chool>. It thista.x 
is donhleil, priee.^ of text-hooks will increase eiioinionsK aiul the price of 
papers alsio will increase enormously I’rohaldv (Tovernineiit are not aw'are 
of the miseries of the .people prevailing in the rural areas. If they had 
been really aware of tbe leal situathoi prevailing in the count ''ide, the\ 
would not have ventured to bring forward a measure of war taxation like 
this in thi'so eirciim.stames <»f tin* et'untrv. 

Sir, we opp(vse it on two ^^rounds, firstly, because it is a war mxatioii 
measure and we ,are not going to support auy war taxation, and seeondly. 
we cannot su[»port it having regard to the miserable condition of the people. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not war taxation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, it Ls war taxation. It has 
been vso declared that tliis tax i.s necessary because of the war condition, 
hecau.se revenue is necessary to hridi^^e tlie ^ulf between expenditure and 
revenue and this expenditure is necessarv on acdonnt of war condition. So 
I take it that this is war taxation. We have nothing to do with it. Let 
this Hill he circulated for eliciting public opinion and if people express 
their symiiathy with tln> mea'Uire. then only we can ai'cept it ; otherwise 
not. 1’his Bill Nliould not he proceeded witli withoiit eliciting public 
ojiiuion theieon. 

With these teM ^\lol(L ] a lu)lehearledl\ support the cinuilalion motion 
moved by .my friiuid ])r. Sanyal 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I move limt the ijuestion he 
now put. Thi''. suhj»*ct lia^ been sulliciently discussed tor already a day and 
a lialf. On an impoitant Bill even it has never laktui more than a day to 
di'^cuss a ciiculation motion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: This ha.s not been sutiicieiitly 
discussed. Sir, 1 jojipose tlu* motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is entirely for me to decide. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Sir, I i)eg to Hup])ort the closure motion. Members 
are onl> n^peating their arguments. We ha\e heard nothing new; tliey are 
onh repeating their argument^ ovei and over again. The dtdiate has been 
goingHUi for a day and a half, and we. Sir, consi<h‘r tliat we have sutfiidently 
debated tins miliject. This should now lie put to the House. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. I helieNe it is not the comment 
up{»n u ar that has juit tiie into the houst* ! 'IMie jiosilimi is tliis; millions 
and millions ot people are going to he taxed and the nmoiint of tax will he 
huge. It will he extremely unfuii it discussion is limited merel\ by a 
ma|o!it_\ ot votes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : It is entirely tor me to <lecid«' (ioverniiHMit allotted 
three da\s for the disciis.sion of this ]Lll. 1 have (-(insulted tin* ANdiips of all 
tlip paitics and it a{)]»cars to no* tliat tlic majoiltv oi tlie Whifis want that 
this Bill should he finisheil tonight, hut theic is at the same time a desire 
that if this ILll i.s to l>e finished tonight we liave got to sit for some extend- 
ed tinit*. ((’rie.s ot “\o. md’ taom the Ministerialist Benches,) I heard 
also fr(»ni the Lov i-i n uouit -ide that tljat will not he conv(*nient for Uov(*rn- 
ment. 1 spoke lo the Minisiei in < h.nge of the Ihll and I have not vet 
heard from liim as to what is the final decision of Governiniuit . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On what point r 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What h the decisi<»n of (iovernment about sifting 
longer. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Is it decision or opiniof) '1 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think Government opinion means Government 
decision here. Jt matters little. On this closure motion I am constrained 
to say that there are party leaders who want to speak and until some oppor- 
tunity ,iH /;fiven to the party leaders, I am afraid, I cannot accept this clo&ure 
now. (rVicH of “Hear, hear” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir, will you now call upon the party leaders to 
speak 't 

Khfln BdhAdur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the closure motion has already 
heen moved. If yon think that the party leaders should speak, you should 
restrict discussion to the party leaders only. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Maii> party leaders are 
absent . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The House should not suffer for 
the abNcnce of party leaders. On the one hand the Opposition say that this 
is an important matter and on the other they .say that the party leaders 
are mbsent. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I won’t all(‘W any moie (liscussi(»n on this i)()int. 1 
call ui)on Mr. Poddar to si)eak. ^ e^, Mr. IVxblai. I hojic \oii will be very 

brief. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr Poddar is not a party leader. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This g-entleman asked my permission and T have* 
given my permission to him. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of the fact that the 
closure motion ha,s already been moved and it has already been supported by 
the (liief Whij» of Euro})ean iirroup, I submit that the question be now put. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Government can tax as much as 
they like, but they cannot restrict the Speaker’s powers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already asked Mr. Poddar to speak. Yes, 
Mr. Poddar. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Bengal has not yet 
recovered from the most devastating famine of recent time. The after- 
effects of tbit* cruel tragedy still persi.st ; shadows of death are still closing 
in in thousands of unfortunate homes in Bengal, creating a sombre gloom 
all round. A deep distress has humanised our soul. At this stage 1 
would naturally avoid, as far as possible, any reference to those forces that 
have operated behind the scene which brought about this disaster, much as 
1 w’ere tempted to be dragged into these controversies. At this juncture 
when the gloom has deepened all over the province, the Government of 
Bengal have chosen to introduce the Bengal Finance Sales Tax Amendment 
Bill. The Hun'ble Finance Minister, while introducing the Amendment 
Bill yesterday, revealed that the Budget for 1944-45 was likely to show a 
deficit much considerably higher than crores of rupees represented by 
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the last year’s deficit. The necessity for additional revenue, he contended, 
is unquestionable and the Sales Tax Amendment Bill is therefore the only 
justifiable means to secure this additional revenue. The premise that there 
is a huge deficit and therefore the irresistible logical conclusion ia 
that the Government of Bengal must find that money by any measure of 
taxation to meet that deficit regardless of consequences, regardless of its 
repercussions on the economic structure of the province. Sir, any measure 
for taxation is always unpopular and it is the duty of the legislature to 
examine carefully whether the measure is justified or not. Taxation of 
sales is obnoxious and has been condemned in no uncertain terms by many 
an economist all over the world. The celebrated economist, Seligmun, has 
expressed himself very strongly against taxation of sales. He contends “A 
general Sales Tax is a discredited remnant of an outworn system. It is 
essentially undemocratic in nature and it would, if enacted, exaggerate 
rather than attenuate the present inequality of Wealth and Income”. 
Other economists hold the view that the Sales Tax has a tendency to cripple 
trade, promote industrial unrest and increase unemployment. A general 
Sales Tax, it has been contended by many, offends the four canons of taxa- 
tion formulated by Adam Smith, e.g., ability to pay, certainty of incidence, 
admini.strative convenience and economy. The Colw\vn Committee appoint- 
ed to investigate the taxation system in the Fnited Kingdom has expressed 
the opinion that it militates against the fundamental principles of taxation 
— ability to pay. Secondly, it is a regressive tax, and being a tax on 
consumption, it tends to raise prices, promote labour unrest, increase agri- 
cultural indebtedness and thus hit the poor classes. Thirdly, the view is 
very often held tliat the middle men who are the intermediary links for 
internal and foreign trade, get extinguished by this tax. It was therefore 
not for nothing that there was a volume of opposition when the Sales Tax 
was first sought to be placed on the Statute Book during the regime of 
the first Coalition Ministry in 1940 and the (iovernment had to coneede to 
publie opinion and modify many of the provisions of the Act aceordingly. 
It may, however, be argued on behalf of the Government that the Finance 
Sales Tax Act has, in spite of its glaring defects, come to stay and has had 
no disastrous effeet so eloijuentlv emphasi.sed by many an eminent 
economist. The an.swer is very simple. In any other country, the recent 
famine which resulted in million.s of deaths in Bengal, would have provoked 
a first class crisis and rami the Government to the dust, and yet in spite 
of the present Government’s pursuit of wrong policies and programme, in 
spite of the fact that the present Government directly and indirectly are 
responsible for this disaster, they have gone on merrily; no revolution has 
occurred in the land to threaten in any way the foundation of the Govern- 
ment. We submit to any evil, because we are helpless, because a comfort- 
able majorit}’, 8e(‘ured through ain means, fair or foul, is a safeguard 
against any threatened eatastroplie. 

We began with the Hon’ble Finance Mini.ster. We make an apology 
for reverting back to the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister’s contention that the 
necessity for additional revenue is unquestionable. I do not deny that 
the Government have the inherent right to make a proposal for fresh 
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taxation to meet urgent demands on the Public Exchequer, but the Govern- 
ment 'h case must alway.s be an unassailable one. On the one hand, the 
Government must satisfy the public {a) that tlie money hitherto raised by 
the Sales Tax has been spent for promotion of public good, (6) that the 
projHKsed enhancement of Sales Tax is in the p\iblic interest, and (r) that 
it is not imposed on the over-burdened people for meeting a deficit created 
by conditions for which the Central (ioverninent must come to the rescue 
ef the Provincial (ioverninent. In other worrls, the (ioverninent mu.st 
exercise every possible economy and after the fullest demand of economy 
has been met and even though the (ioverninent have done their best to 
husband the resources w'ith the strictest (‘conomy, they must satisfy the 
legislature that the requirements are so urgent that they cannot be met 
with the existing resources and as such they have no other alternative but 
to make proposal for fresh taxation. 1 would ask the present Ministry if 
they can, with a clear conscience, give a satisfactory answer to the question 
that they have not allowed any wastage or exiess e\i)enditiire of public* 
revenue during their regime. Were the a]>pointment of 13 Ministers and 
17 Parliamentary Secretaries absolutely thc^ minimum necesMiry to meet 
the burdens of administration in Bengali Was the huge expenditure on 
the tour of Ministers and l*arliainentarv ScM'retaries even outside Bengal 
justified by the financial crisis through which Bengal is passing? Was the 
abnormal expansion in the Secretariat and otlo'r (ioverninent departments 
as evidenced by apjiointments on a large scale, unavoidable it the erisi> in 
Bengal had to be averted? Can they say that a*' a result of tin* measures, 
the situation in Bengal lias so much improved lliat they are now justified 
in coniiug up before the legislature with a tresli proposal for taxation in 
order to save the impending crisis into which it has heen dragged, not 
merely by forces ouhside but by forces created within the province* b\ the 
inefficient handling of the administrative machinery and complete bungling 
of the whole situation with a view to siiriender tamely to vosted interests? 
Is not the ill-considered purchase policy and entrustmeiit of all (iovernment 
transactions to a monopolist responsible for heightening of prices and 
creating panic among the general public? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Make it short, please. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: He is ufteimg new points, Sir, 
for the edification of Mr. Stark. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: He has raivsed certain new* points worthy of 
consideration. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: Is it not a fact that wrong policies and 
programme pursued by this Government not only brought about the famine 
but ate into the resources of the province and caused deficit by enlarging 
Government expenditure in conceivable and unconceivable ways? Can the 
Government deny that they refrained from utilising the normal channels 
of trade and entrusted the distribution of foodstuffs to inexperienced and 
inefficient hands who have no other claims ?xcept that they are supporters 
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of the Government'' The excesses of the Government in the matter of allo- 
cation of shop.N and distribution (»f foodstuffs are not however the only 
instance of the way in which the i»resent (Tovcrnment have squandered the 
public money without any consideration for the economic and financial 
interest of the province. On what frrounds can the\ justify the creation 
of new departments and ])osts and enlarjrement of otiice with so many 
officers when they do not know their business themselves and had in the 
past bundled from stape to stajre? Have the 4.000 appointments in the Civil 
Supplies Department been created to serve the public or to S(|uaiuier away 
public money to pamper the underlinprs and hirelinjrs of this (iovernmcnt. 
What reasons are there in contemplating additional appointments in the 
High Court? Can they, in view of Uiis extravagance, come with a clear 
conscience before the House, and demand that the House should support 
the proj)()sed measure of taxation? On the basis of such extravagance 
proposals for fresh taxation should be opposed in normal times. In 
abnormal times like the present, they are not only unjustified but mark 
the limit of callousne^s and indifference to public interest, which is little 
short of criminal. There are other considerations which 1 propose to place 
before the members of the legislature. The public morale has already been 
rudely sliaken by famine and the eeonomj(‘ crisis through which Ifengal has 
passed in recent time. The thoughtless aetivities of the present Govern- 
ment have deprived them of public (‘onfidence and 1 am afraid, the ])n‘sent 
taxation proposals are bound to further create panic and im])air the rela- 
tions between the Government and the public at large. 

lU'presenting as 1 do trade and commerce, I would urge upon every 
honouralile member in the House, who have the interest of Bengal at heart, 
to eonsi(l(‘r if he f'lin agree to a jiroposal for imposing Iresh burden upon 
the peoph* Ixdore they have recovered from the shock and slarvatiou wliieh 
resulted in an unprecedented famine of 1943. I would most earnestly 
request \ou to consider in\ suggestion that with Die apjiointmeni of a new 
(iovernor in the Pri)vinc4‘, it is iiei'essary that the Governor witli liis wide 
and varied experience, should have an opjKirtunily of studying the actual 
conditions in Bengal and devising measures for meeting the financial crisis 
which undoubtedly exists in Ifengal, before <d»noxiou« mcasuro^ of this 
description are placed on the Statute 1 would urge that the Ministry 
would be well a»lvised to let the (lovernor have siiftieient time to study many 
intricate problems of thi.s province and explore ail possibilities of retrench- 
ment and curtailment of expenditure before any Iresfi burdens are impo.sed 
upon the ])ul)lic in these difficult times. It is desirable that nothing 
should be done in a hurry now, so tluit Die eiisis may he i»re( i]>ilaled . 

The Bengal Sales Tax Amendment Bill, in sub-.section (i) of section (2) 
proposes to double the Sales Tax from one jjiee in tin* rui»ee to 2 pice in 
the rupee. TJie Bengal (jovernment have already (rushed the poorer 
classes and they now propose to pauperise the middle cla.sses as well. The 
prevailing market price of rice will put a serious .strain on the resources 
of the people already taxed to the utmost. G(»vernmf‘nt want to kill the 
goose that lays the golden eggs. When people have been impoverished 
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from every possible source, their buying capacity is bound to deteriorate 
and the total amount of tax will fall far below expectation. Without this 
proposed amendment, Government have already received more than 4 times 
the original incidence of taxation. Prices of taxable goods have increased 
nearly four times or more due to various reasons and people have already 
been paying the taxes in an increased form. Prices of goods have increased 
due to shortage of supply, inflation, heavy Government purchases, higher 
wages and cost of raw materials and the controlled prices of goods are much 
above the pre-war level, specially of drugs, medicines, textile goods, etc. 
The rate of tariff has also increased from o per cent, to 10 per cent. 

ad valorem; cesses have also been imposed on agricultural products, thereby 

causing appreciation in the value of^oods based on these materials. 

(At this stage the member having reached the tirne-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 again move that the qiiestion 
be now put. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir, I support it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to tell you the procedure that I w'ant to 
follow in this matter. One party has not spoken at all up till now ; that 

party is Mr. Fazlul Huq’s party. I am going to allow one member to 

speak from that party. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, we want one speaker from 
our party to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Who will s])euk from your party ^ 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The name is there, Sir: Mr. Atul 
Krishna Ghose. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. we object to it. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Who are >ou to object:'^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 will allow Mr. Zaman and then I 
will allow Dr. Syumaprasad Mookerjee: I will allow these two gentlemen. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: -JJCflwa, ■sfo't'-' 

rpRI ’PH* CSil ^ mtcg 

»lfnt 5 n ’pnr 'srsH *15*1 to i ’rt-sn crci? ^■srr 

CT C351 ^ fro ’tpr 

CB*1 I 4^ CT Jppf 5T5 TO STT 

3mn cn to fro Cttk tIto tro (ttito? to 

C«TTTO? C^IC? fiT* 'StTO 1 

Sales tax TO TO TOfl^T “Jl?t (TO TO l” (jrft Slkn 

CTO C 3 ) TOS ^ TO ^ TCB 5 I < 4 |ir ’TO WH- 

’ftnRrc't? 1V TO? TO c^ci? (spr JTft (Pf? 
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(TTClFftft f%»lttr. 

c:rc‘^ c^ %e* ^ 

gt^ ^ ^ yfcpit? c? ^n (Trfit^ wr i (TT 

^ (?Ft?rc^ ? (Trfrr^ ^ ^^??R ^ ^ l (laughter 

from the treasury benches) ^ ^ fi'f%^ffC*ff 

vrc^fj C'C^ ?rtft (M^ ^ ^TfC^T Of Ct^ i 

T5r?r3 >ij^ <#t ?tft ^ 

Jft'Sl” (7T OST^f^^ (71 C'\i*1^'tt^ C’fo® 

c*f(7ri i” (:^^‘imr^ c-to 'fis i 

(?r«fi^ f^l f'fc^ c^‘4c^^, 

Wtn 'Jtfot ; C^ (TTG^ 4r9?fC^ I 

4? 'Jtlotl?! ^3 r 5«4'''iC4 fsr^l 

5w^ ^sTi’f^ c*fnn 

^ ji^ (TTs^n ^qi; ti ^ rymi ?f^5R c^ ^ 

■TtfiT crm^R, ^ Tsrrw^R ^ m ^i, ^V9 ns, ^nic^Ti^cm 

'ijnr^in cn cncs ni ntn ■jrn n«Tcn Ppji^?f^iri nt^ i 

i? c<3n! f.n ^ 5tn. "trft cn 5111 ni 1 f^ cn'j^ 

fF7i ? ni (."f^ ? (T^firn ^ ''t?T^’ 

Mr. SPEAKER; Don’t bnnir iuMiveii uml hell into vour .lisnisNifoi : 1 

will not iillow that. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, -mf-i attack 9fc ni a ‘Sales taxgl C^t^iCf 
^3tfn ^'A] nnf^ I ntrrn nr? fr*; ^n'n^r? fnrj S^ 

nt^. cnnun rfFtn rtsin Cstno?. ■srrcm ^fn*i’r?^cni — 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: l.s he lelevimt, Su 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, do not <lilate ujkmi thiiigs which nia> be 
relevant but not directl> connected uith the .Mibjcct-inat tei under 
di.scu>sinn. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: *nrrPf nw'5^ C<m 

^*OTTr.'^ ntm ^]T?f nntr^ 3tc^ nnoii m ncn ni i nf^ c®f«r3tn 

cn cnc^fgrftiTfn "Tsmn ao Mm mt (TPicn fnm Mtu. 

nn t c^ n^tnrnn^tsrn ^Str*^ (interruptionsfrom the Government Side) 

fMnwr -wnT^nRi c^tnr^ ntm 8i)eciai (Jonsta- 

bleijn (laughter) 'srwm ni I snT^mrn^cn 

^ntrPts nfs me? nt;«TTc^ emen ^ ntm i ni&t^ 

wt^ 4n; II ntsn nn cm i mt:4ci cm nc^ nt i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, I am sorry you are again apeajting on 
things which I asked you not to. 

IS 



m 


OOVEBNMEM BILL. 


[3ed Feb., 


Mr. A- M. A. ZAMAN: 

^rfwr ^^[*m ^3tc*nr f%j ^ i 

oj^nr C5nf or^ ( laughter and voices of “c^f^rff C*f^” ) 

iffC-jf 4 ^t? Scheduled Castesm ClOT? 0^3 

4^ff^ ^ i ^ 4^^ ft^i ^ 4^ 

fr’pririr 4^ firfir i?i?r i 

Dra 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is signi- 
ficant that in the course of the debate yesterday and today not one member 
belonging to the (iovernment side has spoken in support of this taxation 
measure. Even the European group would not muster courage to say 
aomething in favour of this measure although its moral and physical support 
had no doubt been promised to Government — physical in the sense that 
they will go to the lobby and vote in favour of the (jovernment. 

Sir, the most important point I would like to place before the House 
is with regard to the general ipiestion of principle. AVhy is this taxation 
necessary, especially at a time when Bengal (an ill afford to have a measure 
of this desiTiptionF The Hon’ble the Finance Minister explained yesterday 
and also previously that the Gt^vernment of India had practically forced 
the Provincial (lovernment to bring forward this measure of taxation. 
There is m* doubt that there is a huge d(‘ficit confronting the province. 
That defi('it, it was announced some time ago, was approximately about 
7J crores of rupees. Yesterday we were tidd that the figure would be much 
higher than 7J crores. Obviously the substantial assistance for tem]>orarily 
balancing the budget would come from the Central (i((vernmeiit but the 
Government of India, I believe, wanted an assurance from the Bengal 
Goveinnmnt that it would do (‘verything possible to augment its income ho 
as t<» justity its claim for u higher subvention from the Ceiitial (Jovernment. 
Sir, the point which I would like to emphasize is that a similar point of 
view was placed before the previous Ministry but the previous Ministry 
succeeded in persuading the (iovernmejit of India to agree that in view of 
the abnormal situation through which Bengal was ])assing there should not 
be any further taxatiim. If that was tlu* state of affairs a year ago, is not 
the situation far worse tmlay in Btuigal, specially after the catastrophic? 
famine conditions which passed from one part of the province to the other 

Now, Sir, the total collection that the Bengal Government will make 
towards meeting the deficit by this fresh taxation has not been announced 
by the Finance Minister. It may be a crore of rupees or it may hi* a crore 
and a half. How precious little that amount is in relation to the total 
deficit which faces the province today and yet how easier it is for the 
Government of India to help this unfortunate province rather than compel 
it to resort to taxation. After all the printing machine is there; there is 
no dearth of paper so far as note-making is concerned ; the rubber stamp 
is there and the Central Government is just to come to the rescue of the 
province to the extent that may be necessary in view of the extraordinary 
circumstances now prevailing here. 
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There arejwo 8i>ecial ronsideratione here to be borne in mind. Fir8t, 
why has this huj^e deficit arisen? It is mainly due to the war conditions 
and for this the special responsibility rests on the Government of India, a 
responsibility which has already been accepted by . the Government of 
India who in its own interest has to come and help tlie province of Bengal 
to the best of its ability. Secondly, Bengal’s claim now receives added 
strength on account of the terrible economic distress that confronts the 
province today. I do not know what representations the Bengal Ministry 
has made to the Central Government ; 1 do not know what representations 
the Bengal Government made specially during the last few mouths after 
famine had broken out in Bengal asking to be released from the bunlen of 
forcing this taxation on the province of Bengal. There is no claim on 
the part of the Ministry that an\ portion of this taxation is going to benefit 
the people. There is no sugge.stion that any jiortion of this is going to lie 
utilised for any nation-building dej>artment. In fact I congratulate the 
Finance Minister on the concise and clear-cut manner in whic h he has put 
the cas«* before the House, namely, that the whole of it will go — ns little 
as it may go — for balancing th<‘ budget. If that is the position, why not 
aceejit the resolution which has been moved by Dr Sanyal? Take a little 
time: apicroacdi the Gccvernmcoit of India. I.et it be u united demand from 
the House representing the (Tovi‘rnment point of view and the Op]>oHition 
pccint (»t view. namel> , that Bengal cuuinot ' accept this new burden of 
taxation ^i>e( iall_\ after the terrible famine whose ufter-eft’ects have not >et 
disajipeared fnun the ])n»viiice. Make it not a party question. It is up 
tcc vou to ask an adjournment even for two or three days. You can s(fy 
that vce shall )ointl\ go up to ti»e Government of India and Me shall force 
the (jovernment ot India not for the .sake of the Ministry’s future existence 
but tor iht* future existc-nce of th<‘ province itself to agree t(» drop the 
mt*asure, unh^s^ tin* Ministei sa\s that this is a taxation measure Minch 
Mill net touch the affected ju'ople of this province atid is justifical on its 
merits If that i.s the view of the Ministry and if that is the vic*M’ of the 
parts supporting tin* Ministry, then of <*ourse it is a different matfc'r. But 
I do not think. Sir, there is an> Indian member in this House — I cannot 
6a> M'ith regard to the British (iroup — but so far as the Indian members are 
concerned. I do not think there can be an\ ()ne who doe.i not feel it in his 
heart of lieaits that ti)i.s ta.xation measure is going to affect seriously the 
well-being of millions of people who have been hit by the serious economic 
distress prevailing irv this province. 

J make thi^ suggestion to the Finance Minister. They might have failed 
with the Government of India; it uill be for him to say whether the last 
attempt M-hirh the (jovernment of Bengal made was in September last or 
there Mas a fresh attempt after famine had broken out in Bengal. That is 
a (lue.stion I am ]>utting to Mr. fjo.sMami, and if* that had been done, let 
it receive added strength today from the House. I^et a unanimous Mish 
b«^ expressed from all st»etions of the House that we do not want this 
taxation measure and this one crore or a erore and a half bas got to come 
from the Government of India by any ineani that it can manage. 
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Now, Sir, Sir Jert‘niy llai«inan, the Finance Member of the Government 
of Jndia, in course of his Budjret Speech before the Central Legislature in 
1943 said the^e words: “I am convinced that our sheet-anchor in the present 
emergency must be more and more borrowing’’. Taxation there Ija*' been 
during the period of the w^ar, but that taxation has generally affected such 
cluHSCK of people who had amassed huge fortune due to the war conditions 
in this country, but a general levy of taxation affecting the ordinary mass 
of the people, already hit by economic distress, has not been resorted to by 
the Government of India. How much money has not the Government of 
India borrowed according to the ])rinciple laid down by the Finance Member 
of th<‘ Government of India!' Gf course, T do not know' what credit the 
Bengal Finunci* Minister possesses or the Bengal (b)vernment po-‘sesses to 
enuhle them to borrow money, but in un\ case they can borrow from the 
(Jovernment of India and the Government of India can and will cotue to 
the rescue of this province bej'uuse ours is a very moilest rccjiiest. su]»pi»r(ed 
by all sections of the Ifouse. 

If w^e come. Sir, to the detailed provisions nf tin* Bill, there arc c^otain 
broad facts which stand out for our consideration. You will find. Sir. a 
point eTn]diasi/.etl by many speakers, and I iteed not dilate on it c\ct ])t 
just to refer t(» it as this is an im]mrtant point. I'he im idciicc oi tlu' lax 
has ulread.v iioTeased on account ot (he phenomenal rist* in prices ot the 
commodities wliich fall within the purview (d tins BjII It is a naicnt 
fact — every one knows it - a commoditv whicti was priced at IG. 3 is trMla\ 
priced at Rs. 9. and it it was fetching one picc per ru}*cc as Salc'^ Tax it 
is alread> fetching at least three times that amount: it is now juo}M>Ned 
tliat that will come up to six times the normal amount. A pokesinun of 
the British (iroup said a few minutes ago tliat tins was a Hill which was 
not going to affect the poor men. Tlie phenomenal rise in ])i iccs of 
comimalitii's included within the scope ot (he Hill is a sutficicnt answer 

to this absurd sugg(‘stion. Sir, there arc certain items— iMr F. 

St,\hk : Necessities.) Sir, mx honourable fritmd Mr. Stark says “neees- 
sitics” us if the necessities are not intduded in the taxed list. What about 
ineJiciiKis I' What about text-hotjksy Text-hooks in stMondary schools are 
not exempted; only text-hooks in ]irimary stdiools liavc been exempted. It 
is impossible for an ordinary Hetigali no matter to which community he 
belongs to urrunge for tiu* education of his children hi'cuiisc (d the high 
prii'es of text-books. Now what you are proposing here is this: the sale 
ttix w’ill be doubled. The same about medieines. The province is passing 
through a very critical phase today on account <d tleath due to disease. 
Medicines are not available and their prices are exorbitant, and tiu* House 
is deliberately without any stir of emotion whatever going to past, a 
Bill which will double the sale tax on these essential comnu>dities. Why? 
The reason is simply b^ause the Government of India says that this taxa- 
tion must be accepted by the province of Bengal. 

Now, Sir, it was pointed out that section 5 of the Sales Tax Act 
exonerates all sales which are made to the Government of India itself. Why 
should not that clause be taken out? Why should not the Government of 
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India be made to pay sale tax for the tbin^rA which it is purchasing from 
this province H If you and I purchase these things we shall have to pay 
gale tax, but when the Government of India comes and purchases them, it 
will not have to pay sale tax. Sir, the Finance Minister may take us into 
his confiden(‘e UvS to what is the total extent of the transactions. Very huge 
it must It must be at least u crorc of rupees. I do not know the fiK'ire 
for this year, but perhaps it is more now and if that amount could be taxed 
it woul<l have given you an opportunity to exempt certain other essential 
commoflities. (Dr, N.\t-inak.sha Sanyal : What about ships’ stores!^) 

I ^ay, therefore, that we should <‘oiisider this mutter from a realistic 
p(»int of view. It i.s the common case t)f both Government and the Opposi- 
tion that the province is |)a>sing through a terribli* economic crisis. 1 will 
nt>t refer in detail to the sufferings, to the mi.s4*ries which have falieit on 
the people of Bengal, but T shall say this that their cup of ufiscries is 
full and pray! do not add to it by \our deliberate «bM*ision to im]>ose new 
taxation. It is imt yet too late to authorise the Finance Minister by the 
united decision t»f the Bengal Legislative Assemhly to state that Bengal 
cannot afford to have this n(‘w taxation and to send him to the Government 
of India with this message. If the Gov(‘rnment of India insist on doing 
this, will then you have your machinery also for thwarting such a decision 
of the (Tovernmeiit of India. Hut 1 believe. Sir, that the Government of 
India will not take such an unreasonable attitude. After all, the Govern- 
ment ot liiilia has piovided thiN province with crores of rupees, and if it 
is jiist ,1 point of principle that soim* taxation measure must be adojiteil by 
this ])idvince \oU can think of sjune measure whiidi will affect those parti- 
cular interests whiidi have ]>rofite<l u lot by the war. l'"ind out those parti- 
cular interests, Indian or Kun>])ean, and tax them, but pray do not tax 
those ulio have now even lost the ('apacity t(» protest. Herhaps you and I 
individually sitting in this gilded ehumher may not he uffeeteil in every 
direction so far as the operation of th'^^ Bill is emieerned. Bui pru> do 
not foiget that there will he tlunHands and lakhs oi Dur fellow brethien 
Hindu" and Muslims htdonging to all eomlitions and elaH.ses of stx iety who 
will find it impossible to hear this additional hurd<*n. Place your hands 
on your heart and if that is your feeling, then aceejit this moderate sug- 
gestion which 1 have made, namelv, po.stpone final decision on this point, 
puss It not into law thereby earning the < urses of millions of your eountrv- 
men but demand it irom the Government oi India that thev should come 
ts» the resc ue of the province and pay thi.s pett\ figure of one or one and 
one-half erores of rupees making it unnecesMury for the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly to pass this Bill into law. (Applause.) 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. Speaker. I 
ghall he brief, aa usual. (Dr. Xauxaksha Sa.xy.al : Brevity is the soul 
of wit.) An honourable member who attempted to speak on this very 
innocent Bill for three-quarters of an hour yesterday proved to demonstra- 
tion the futility of .such an enterprise by emptying the House not only (ri| 
the Government side but also in other parts of the House. (Dr. NAUHAKSHt 
Sakyax: You are an expert on empty houses 'A 
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Sir, a remark that startled me very much was to the effect that this 
measure would help inflation that it would be an inflationary measure. Sir, 
I do not accept the view which is apparently held by some people in high 
places that any and every measure of taxation is an anti-inflationar>^ or 
counter-inflationary measure; but I do feel with regard to the sales tax 
that it is definitely counter-inflationary measure. As I said briefly yester- 
day, many of the great countries of the world, during the last war and 
mostly since the last war, adopted the sales tax as a permanent feature of 
their fiscal system, mainly as counter-inflationary measure. After all, it 
will not l>e denied, he(‘ause experience has l>een horrible, that there is an 
enormous amount of new purchasing power floating about. As I said on 
a previous occasion the difficulty of the situation arises from the fact that 
this abnormal purchasing power is lodged in only a few places, that it is 
very unevenly distributed. But the fact that we are imposing a sales tax — 
call it a sales tax or a purchase tax; in the United Kingdom it is called a 
purchase tax — w'e are only taxing the surplus purchasing power; and I, 
therefore, definitely hold that this is a counter-inflationary measure. Pro- 
vided that we do not touch the absolute necessities of the poor man's life, 
I hold that this tax can be defended in argument. 

Then, there was a remark made that we should have earmarkeil the 
proceeds of this tax for some nation-building purposes. If 1 have i»ot taken 
down my honourable friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal's words accurately, 
he will kindly correct me. He said: “taxation can 1 m* allowed onlv when 
it is earmarked for a purpose”. Sir, that definitely is had finance. You 
cannot earmark proceeds of different taxes which go to make up your 
revenue for particular purpose.^ and I need not dilate on the subject. ex(‘ept 
to say again that earmarking is bad finance. 

A quotation was made from the Ilon'hle Mr. K. S. Suhrawardy’s speech 
which he delivered when he introduced the original Bengal Sales Tax Bill 
in 1941. I heard tlie words carefully and t)u*n‘ was nowhere a commitment 
that the proceeds of the sales tax would he earmarked for a particular 
purpose. 

Last year and in the (tuning year the total amount spent or to he spent 
for saving the nation, i.e., tor nation-saving purposes, is much liiglier, 
several times higher, than the amount which wt* are likel\ to realist* from 
the sales tax and it is on ac'Muint tiie necessity of incurring this 

large expenditun* that we have had to come forwaid \\it!> this Bill. 
(Dr. Nai.txaksha San^\l: Save us. oh. Lord I) 

Sir. I am grateful to m> illustrious predecessor tor a \alnah1c sujij^>es- 
tion. lie has reminded me that 1 should approach the tjoveniuuMit of 
India for assistance. We /tarr approached the (iovernment of India for 
assistance, and we are asking them for this assi.staiiee. 1 am not in a 
position yet to state w’hat measure of assistance we are likely to receive 
from the Centre. The whole matter is in the ^tate of negoti8<ion^. and I 
hojm the House will forgive me if I do not at this stnge speak at length on 
the iiegt»titttions. 
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Dr* NALINAKSHA 8ANYALS Why not wait till the negotiation ia 
oTer? 

TN Hon’llla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The question of a 
tax on the Government of India purchases has been raised. I have deli- 
berately deferred consideration of this in view of our negotiations with the 
Government of India for a general assistance. Every argument, every 
figure, that we can adduce in support of our claim will be used, and it is 
fortunate that all sections of the House are agreed that the (ioverninent of 
India should come to the assistance of Bengal. I do not know if it will be 
possible for me to make an announc^tmicnt before my budget statement or 
even in my budget statement but I assure you that every effort is being 
made to convince the Government of India. They are convinced up to a 
point^ 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: After you have been sacri- 
ficed ! 

Tha Hon'bla Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI! They have been 
convinced up to a point that our claim is a just one. 

Then, there is one other point that requires notice and that is with 
regard to the exemption clause which wc have introduced in our Bill. We 
were told yesterday that what we were giving by one hand we arc trying 
to take away by another. That is not correct. The fact is that wc use 
more mill-made cloth than hand-made cloth and we have to exempt the 
poor man’s cloth. In giving exemption to all handloom-woven cloth we run 
the risk of exempting from taxation Beiiarasi .«orc/’ and e,vpcnHive Dacca 
$are€«. 

Mr. «I0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What about inexpensive Dacca 
dhotis ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : I am coining to iliat. 
The rule-making [aiwcr which we have sought u«»uld empower us to allow 
a ])ri‘1erence in favour of handloom-woven cl<»t}i. For instanee, if we make 
a difference in the upper limit of exemptions we cun definitely guarantee a 
preference for liainllooin-woven cloth. That we run (]«> in our rule". I 
cannot, however, (ommit iiiyselt to figure'* at this stage But 1 sbrnild 
consider the ca>e very carefully in making the rnle^ ami 1 tliink I am in a 
position to say that a pref<*ren<T* w'ill he mu<le in fa\our <d handloom-woven 
cloth. 

Sir, I will not repeat my appeal of yesterday. This is really a haimless 
measure. It does not really affect the peoph* to any large extent Kven 
with inflated prices it would appear that there are people who are able to 
pay those prices. Therefore I don't think that any additional hardship 
will be eaused by the doubling of the sales tax on goods ofh(*r than those 
W'hieh are absolute nece^saiies. If we look at it dispassionately we would 
realise that it is nexe.ssarv to strengtheiv the finanees of Bengal before we 
embark on born^wiug. The quotation whi<*h my hf»uomable friend 
Dr. Mookerjee made from Sir »leTeiny Baisiiiaii's la^t budget ufatement H 
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gornl «o far an India in ooncemed, for» after all, India\s credit is incompar- 
ably greater than ours. Before we are forced to embark on a borrowing 
policy we must strengthen onr finaneef by taxation as muck as poasiUe. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: And recover our credit ! 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. TUL8I OHANDRA C08WAMI: There is a danger 
tliat if Me go on borrowing we shall saddle Bengal with a debt M'bicb will 
mean recurring interest charges and which will be again a burden on the 
reveniU's. 1’herefore, pray, don’t force me from this Assembly to embark 
swiftly on a borroM’ing programme. T know' that we shall have to borrow; 
in tact we have borrowed from the Government of India and from the 
public alreud> to a very large extent, I gave you some indication of this 
in m\ last budget speech. I think that in my next budget speech you will 
get iiKue details and the figures will be even m<»Te staggering. But for 
floating public loans T feel some iliftideme. Strengthen iny hands and I 
will not hesitate to borrow. 

The motion that the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill. 1944, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon was then put and 
a division taken wdth the following result: — 


AYEI- 13. 


AMul WthH, MtMlffl. 

AN«r Rttitfe, Mmtvf. 

AM NMMln Itrltar, MmIvI. 

AHmM am iNiyttiNirl, Klitn •aliatfHr Maalana. 
AaltiiMMiR Almiai, Mr. 

Aihar AM, Maalft. 

■aarttiiola, Mr. tyi. 

•anarjaf, Mr. rraaiat'ia Natfe. 

•anarji, Mr. F. 

•arat AM, Mr. M<. 

HiawmlH. Dr. atkla«a Ohaatfra. 
eaattopaiayay. Mr. MarlFaia. 

Daaatfhurl, Rai Nartntfra Natli. 

Dat, Baka Radteanath. 

B«i taFta. miat NaranBra Natii. 

OatCa, Mr. Ot irtnara NaU. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraaira Rato. 

Datta, Mr. takaaiar. 

•«kar, Mr. IlFaatfraaat^. 

BkiH, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. 

•laaaMta AkMa4, Mr. 

•alaai Rakkaal AkaaiiiiaA, Maalal. 

•«Fla. Mr. 4a|aak Okaatfra. 

MaMkaHak, Nawak iakatfar K.. at Oataa. 

Naaaa AM Oktarikary. Mr. lyak. 

NMktai AN Kkaa, Nkaa Bakakar Maalai. 
MHiBMa Naaktaiy, Mr. tyai. 

Aitaa. Mr. I. D 
BaaaB AN MaHiaMar. Maalai. 

Kkaa, Mr. DakanBra kaB. 

Raaia, Mr. MakNka Nalk. 
iakirt, Baka Aikalaak. 


Maji, Mr. Atfaralta Kamar. 

Maaial. Mr. Blrit Ohanara. 

Maairanaaiaa litaaiakatfi, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maakarjaa, Dr. lyaaiaFraaaa. 

Makaaiaiaa Afial, Kkaa Bahaiar Maaivi 
Mahaaiaiai Ikrablai, Maatvi. 

Halllck, Irijat Aibataik. 

«aa«y, Maiiaraja trMckaaara, af paaNaikaiar. 
Raskar, Mr. Htai Ckaaira. 

Faal, tir Nari laakar. 

Fatfiar, Mr. Aaaaillal. 

Raaaiaa Kkaa Bakakar A. M. L 
Raaiiiatfiia Akatak. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kamaikriakaa. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa Imfcar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaialka Natk. 

Ray Mr. Fatiraai. 
kaaaallak. Dr. 

•aayal. Dr. NaMaaka a. 

•anyal, Mr. iMaaka takkar. 

•aa. Mr. Atal Okaatfra. 

Saa, Mr. Dfciraaira Natk. 
laa. kacaak Ckaa«ra, Rai Bakaiar. 

•aa-BaFta. Mra. NaWa. 

•kakaia’I. Mr. 

•kaaifaiMa AkaiaN, Mr. 

•kaaMa«Ma Akaiak Kkaakkar. Mr. 

Maka trilal Maalaira Bkataa. 

9mf, Mr. Haraaira Kaaar. 

WaUar Bakaiaa. Maam. 
laaMa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOIB— 
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MM ««M* Kk•ii^ »■ 

Hf* 

iuMW StlidlM, KIim •»lil«r A. r. «. 

AMar taalMAiMaiMC «r. 

AMar RMliMi, Maatvl Mi. 

AMar Raal. Kkaa laiiaiBr Haalvl t. (Nawrali). 
ANai llwftMi, MmM Mi. 

Akai Fail. Mr. Hi. 

Akal NtMia Ahaiai, Mr. 

Akal Masai, Kaii. 

Akal Qaassai. Haalvl. 

Akani Aii Mriika, MaatvI. 

Akaisi Nasaia, Mr. 

AltaaaiMa Akaisi, Kkaa takaiar Maalvi. 

AakMI Naasaia Kkaa, Kkaa takaiar Maatvl. 

•araia, tks Naa’kts Hr. Frsaikarl. 
tlrkaiyrs. Sir Htary, tart 
■Isaras, taka Ukskail Narayaa. 

•Isaras, Mr. Aatik Lai. 

Okakrakarty, Mr. ialiaira Hatk. 

Okakrakarty, taka Nartaira Narayaa. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oas, Rai laklk Aaakal Okaaira. 

Oil Ral tahik Klrlt tkaua. 

Das, Mr. Msaaiohaa. 

Oaaa, taka Dsksaira Natk. 

Faxlar Rakaiaa. Mr. (Hyaisaslaik). 
tlaiilai, Mr. D. 

Aaiaraail, tks Naa'Ms Mr. TaM Okaaira. 

flatta. Hr. i, H. 

taraaf, Mr. Daaiksr Slafk. 

Naltaiila okaaikari. Haalvl. 

Naywaai, Mr. Rsfsn. 

Mlrtisi, Mr. M. A. F. 

Nti|t. Mr. H. Rsaaa. 

iaialaiiia Akaiai, tks Nsa'kis Kkaa takaiar MaalvL 
iaslaiaiiin Akaisi, Kkaa takik Maalvi. 

Kakiraiila Kkaa. Kkaa takaiar Maalvi. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Lsitk, Hr. iska. 

Mstrsisr, Mr. 8. 8. 

Hcyksrssn, Mr. 8. F. 


MataaiMa AkaHi, Maalal <Tlppara|. 

Matii^ Mr. AMiMa WaL 
Makial, Mr. taaka takirl. 

MMial, Mr* Okanira. 

Maaial, tks Naa'Ms Mr. i ai aa in Milk. 

Makaaiaisi All, Kkaa takaiar. 

Mailaai AN Maiak, Maalvi M. 

Makaaiaiai Iskasas, Maalvi, 

Hakaaiaiai Israt Haalvl. 

Makaaiaiai UiiMas, Kkaa takaiar tr. Syai. 
Maksrlsa, tks Naa'Ms Mr. Tarak Ralk. 

MaNNk, Mr. Makaaia takary. 

Manic k, Iks Naatls Mr. Falla takary. 

Maskarrai NassaHi,tks Naa'Ma Navak, Kkaa takaiar . 
Mastaiaaaal Naaas, Hr. Sysi. 

RasaraHak, Nawakiaia K. 

NatiaiaiiiB, tks Naa'Ms Kkwajallr. 

R aaraii l a Mr. K. 

Fala,tks Hsa'Ms Mr.taraia Frssaaaa. 

RavsR, Hr. i. A. 

•aiaraNIa Akaisi. Mr. 

•airaiila Akaisi, NaJI. 

•allai. Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, taka Maikaiaiai. 

Ssrajsl lilaai, Mr. 

ifcakakaiiin. tks Hsa'Ms Mr. Kkvrala. 

Saiart. Mr. J. N. 

Slafka. taka Kskstrs Natk. 
ilfiar, ta>a UIU Maaia. 

tkipvrttk, Mr. W. K. 

Mark. Mr. A. F. 

Sakrawtriy. tks Naa'Ms Mr. N. I. 

Siaytk-OsNaras, Mr. D. 8. 

Taailiaiila Kkaa, tks Hoa'kis Mr. 

Tkakar, Mr. Framatka Raalaa. 

Tkaraiaa, Mr. 0. M, 

Walksr, Mr. J. R. 

Walksr. Mr. W. A. M., 

Wkitsksai, Mr. R. t. 

Wsrifwsrtk. Mr. W. 0. 

Vasal All Oksaikary, Mr. 

ZNlar Rakaiaa Ikak Oksaikary. 


Tht* Ay<*N ln'in^ (il}. and tlu^ Noes ihc mol inn lixt. 


Adjournment. 

Tlie Houm* \\a.> then adjonmed at i».in (ill -j-dO p.ni. on Friday, 

the 4th Fehniarx. 11(44. at tlie A'^jeinldv House. Culcntta. 
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lira Feb,, 


Proceeilingt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the A^lsemhiy House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
4th February, 1944, at »l-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hou’ble Mr. Sted Naitsheb Ali) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’blc Ministers and 108 members. 

Went of quorum. 

Bsbu NARERORA RARAYAR OHA KRABART Y : V'ff quorum *0^ \ 

(After counting, quorum having been found.) 

Mr. SPEAKER! There is quorum. 

Point of information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I invite your attention to a 
very serious inulpructice that is being practised by some members of the 
Government Party. My esteemed friend Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 
a Whip of the Nationalist Party, was himself approached by one of the 
members and asked not to enter the room and si>me of these members were 
determined to liave the (juonim dropped down. If that practice is followed, 
1 submit it is one of the most objectionable practices that can be conceived 
of to prevent the rights and privileges (if this House being enjoyed and in 
that event, it will our ])rivilege to submit to >ou not to permit the House 
to be adjourned for warjt of (juonnti. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* Thi.s is absolutely incorrt^ct. If 
Government had wanted to prevent the House from having a quorum, all 
of us would have walked out anil there would have been no quorum. The 
very faet that we are jwe'^ent here sIiow.n that we want the Hou‘'e to eontinue. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: The Whip of a party w.k himself 
approaehed • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As usual. Dr SanyaTv charges are 
always unfounded. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We know that it is the usual praitiee of 
Dr. Saiiyal to retlcct on - 

Mr. SPEAKER: <bder plea se, that is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The state inent of the Rai Bahadur is 
much molt* dependahle than yours 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, wdll you please resume >oiir seat You 
raised a very important point no doubt, but at the same time the best course 
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would have been for the Rai Bahadur to raise it because he knew the facta 
better. However, when you have raised it, I think I should say what I 
consider fit on this occasion. Now, there appears to have been a mis- 
conception even with regard to your objection. I do not remember exactly 
and if I am incorrect, I may be corrected. You have referred that steps 
are being taken by the Government side to induce members 

Ofa NALINAKSHA SANYALS No, Sir. members of the Government 
Party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Meml>ers of the tlovernment Party — this was a 
generalisation which I am afraid might not have been justified on the state- 
ment that was made to you by the Rai Bahadur and to which you refer 
in your next sentence that (me member approached the Rai Bahadur. If 
one member approached the Rai Bahadur, that member ma> himself be 
responsible and he may be interested, but from that it cannot be inferred 
that members of the Government Party have resorted to a certain objec- 
tionable course of action. Therefore. I would request you, before you make 
a statement of this nature before this House, to be sure of your facts and 
to he a little more accurate ii\ your expression. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; 1 submit, Sir, that I would not have 
raised this point at all. As a matter of fact the Rai Bahadur and my.self 
were discussing this ([uestion when we found very surprisingly and 
suggestivtdv one very iini><»rtant member of the Government PartN raising 
suddenl\ the qiu'stion that the House has lost its (juorum. The two things 
rami* together, and 1 put it to you, Sir, and 1 would a.sk your favour to make 
an enquiry into the matter. This is a matter which can very well be 
referred to the Privileges Conimittee. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : ^ 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will \ou lesuim* >()ur seat!" I will allow vou to ».peiik 
later on. Rai Bahadur, what actually happened 

Rai J0CE8H CHANDRA SEN Bahadur: 1 1 was jiiMi w hen 1 was pass- 
ing by that eorndoi one of m\ esti'emed Iriends approached me and said 
“don’t go inside; there will he no quorum”. I came just to speak to 
Dr. San\al about this matter when he got up and s])oke. 'riiere was a large 
number ot nH‘mher«. wailing outside. 

Babu NARENDRA MARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : -arfr^f 

0vrT i cn 

insinuationi?! <7T^1 ^ I ^ OTTPrfe C’lftl 

TTi liv rv 

! 

Mr. SPEAKER: ( ertainl \ you have d'uie nothing wrong. There is no 
doubt about it. Now let us proceed witli the hu.sineHs. I will consider 
that matter later on. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwars were ghren) 

Payment of compensation to evacuees owning cultivated lands in Pent. 

*40. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: <a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in (jharg« of th(" Revenue Deniirtineni l)e |»lea<»ed to state the amount of 
('oni]iensatioii awarded or projK^tted to be awarded to the evacuees for every 
acre of cultivated lands acquirrj by the Government for military purpose— 

(?) within the jurisdiction of Feni jvolice-station — 

(1 ) for the arnan cnips of 1942 ; 

(2) for the aus crops of 1943; 

(3) for the aman crops of 1943; and 

(ti) within the jurisdiction of Union No. XIV Faradnagar, police-station 
Feni, Union No. Xlll Fazilpur, indico-station Feni — 

(1) for the aufl crops of 1942; 

(2) for the arnnn cro])s of 1942; 

(3) for the aus crops of 1943; and 

(4) for the avum crt)ps of 1943? 

ih) Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state the average price of — 
(0 paddy, and 
(/?) rice 

per mauml prevailing in the areas referred to in (a) it) .showing sejniiately 
for the months of — 

(1) dune to August, 1942; 

(2) Novemlier. 1942, to Febniury. 1943; and 

(3) dune to Au,gusl. 1943? 

MINISTER in chargs of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tank Nath Mukerjea): i Rs. oO In addition the tenants were 

allowed to cultivate the lands. 

(2) and (3> R^.l59 for each crop. 

UO (11 and (2) Rs.bt) for each ci\)p. 

(3) and (4) Rs.lbO for each croj*. 

{h) (i) (1) R«.2-14 to 

(2) Ri,4-8 to Rs.G-B, 

t3> R«.ll-14 t<»R«.10-ll. 

(n)(l) Ra.7-4 to Ra.M. 

<2) Ra.ll4 to Rs.16. 

(3) Ra.35^ to Rb.32. 
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Cyekm in Midnapore and M-Parganas, 

♦46. SalNl NAGEHORA NATH SEN: {a) Will the Rou ble Minister 
in charg:e of the Revenue Department he pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
intut showing seimrately and under different heads the various aiuounU 
s]s‘nt for relief works in Midnainue and ‘24.1»arganas districts? 

(h) Will the lion’ hie Minister he pleased to state the estimated loss of 
each subdivisions of Midnapore and 24-Rargaiias districts of (1) men, (2) 
cattle, («1) house, and (4^ cmpts? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister W ploiised to state whether it is a fact 
that the Sulxlivisional Officer of Taniliik was approached by the (’hainnan 
of the loc al Municij)ality or any other gentlemen, who requested him to lelax 
the ctirfew order to enable j>eople to move alnuit and to find shelter in safer 
places? 

(cO Will the Hon’ble Minl^tei Ik* jdeased to state the magnitude and 
extent of the cyclone and the tidal wave? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister consider the desirability of laying a c’opy 
eac h (»f the first reiKuts of the Suhdi visional Officers to the Oovernment uhout 
the catastiophe? 

(/) Will the Ilon'ble Ministei Ik* pleased to state* whether the District 
Magistrate* of Midnajxue and the Snhdivisional Offie’crs had taken an\ ste|i« 
to j»i ( \ i(h* ‘clict ? 

ifi) If so, from what date, and the nature of the reliefs given? 

{h) Will the HoiTble Miioster he jdeased to state whether — 

(1) the District Magistrate of Midnapoie called for any aid fnmi out^ 

side; and 

(2) outsideis were |ir(*\entcd from entering the distiict of Mic]na[K>re? 
it) Is it a fact that — 

(1) phihinthro[)ic organisation Ic*.olers jirodiicing thc*ii credentials w*ere 

prcdiihitecl to do relief woik, some of thc‘m were sent to jail; 

(2) a report in writings was received hv Oovernment from one officer 

that relief whether oigaiiisc'd hy Oovernment oi anv otln*r private 

agency should he withheld for a imuith; and 

(3) the Press Censor issued an order pndiilu’ling the ])iihlicafioti of any 

news or reference to this catastroephe? 

The Hon’Me f#r. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) A statement is laid 
on the Table. 

ih) 

Midnapore. 24'Parganaa. 

Men .. 14,355 1,3<t0 

Cattle . . 186,582 23,743 

HuU . , 422,956 1^5,201 

OropB . . Worth about Ra.ll crorea. Worth about Rti.83 lakhs. 

(c) The Chairman of the Tamluk Municipality taw the Bulxlivisionnl 
Officer on the subject and be waa told that the curfew order would automa- 
iicaUy be relaxed. 
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(i) The magnitude may be judged from the figures in (b) above. The 
entire district of Midnapore was more or less afiected, the subdivisions of 
Cimtni and Tamluk being affected most. In 24-Parganas, the whole of 
Sagore police-station, the entire Maisiui Island in Kakdwip police-station, 
a strip of about 3 miles in the mainland of Kakdwip police-station and a 
p(uti(>n of Kulpi police-station, were affected. 

{c) The Subdi visional Officers did not send reports direct to Government. 
(/) and (/0(1) Yes. 

ig) From 17th Octoy)er, 1943, in the form of casual doles of rice and giving 
food and shelter to those rendered homeless. Regular relief was however 
started from 2l8t Octol>er, 1942. 
m No. 

(1) (l) Philanthropic organisations producing credentials were not pro- 
hibited to do relief work but in order to prevent overlapping they were asked 
to work in different allotted places. None of them was sent to jail, but 
one was aiTested by mistake in a house whi<“h was raided in seart h of a jjerson 
accused of salMdage but was releastnl hail and suWqnently discharged. 

(2) Government are not prepared to disiuss on the floor of the Rouse 
any confidential <()iTe8jKindence that may have passed between the District 
Officer and Government. As a matter of fact, distribution fd gratuitous 
relief was sttu*ted at several thanas and other (‘onvenient centres in the 
cyclone-affected ureas immediately after the cyclone 

(3) (This is a (piestion with which the Rnnre l>ei>artrnent is con< erned.) 

Statement referred to in reply to rlanse (a) of starred (luei^tion .Vo, dH. 


DiHtrici. of rolief. 


llidnaporft ( 1) (trntaitouH reliof 

(а) In oMh 

(б) In kind 

(2) AgTK'ultural loan — 

(а) Onlinar\' agricultural loans 

(б) Seed loww 

(c) Loann to jotedam and talukdani 

(d) Buatnom Ioann 

(e) Land Improveroont loan 

(3) Tost roliof 

(4) Relief to weavern 

(1) GratuitouH relief — 

(a) In caah 
(f») In kuid — 

(») Rice 
(t») Paddy 
(t*i) Cloth 
Frookn 
Marjai 
Heaaian 
Bariev 
8ati 
Sago 

(2) Agricultural Ioann 

(3) Ioann 

( 4 ) Business loans 

(5) Test relief — Ordinary test relief 
Embankmeiit repairs 

(6) Relief to weavers 


24.Paxganan (Diamond 

Hamur). 


Kxpenditure up to Slat 
August, l!r43. 


.About Kh. 3H lakhs 
.Alx>ut Kh. 72 lakhs 


Over Hn.69 lakhs. 
About Ra.l5 lakhs. 
About Rs.S lakhs. 
About Rs.l^ lakhs 
. . Rs.25.000. 

About R8.65 lakhs. 
. . Over Rs.60.000. 


. . Rs. 1,293. 

42.39.5 mauniis. 

. . 14.301 maunds. 

0.181 pairs. 

. . 104 doKenn. 

681 pieces. 

10,000 yards, 

100 maunds and 600 ims. 
2 inaimdn and 23 tins. 

1 maund and 1 8 tin«. 
R«.6. 10,000. 

14,469 maunds. 

. . R«.80,000. 

. . Rs.2,400. 

. . Over Rs.3 lakhs. 

. . Ra.25i. 
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AM •flaoliil Ilf fM In M Mn mm m and C wiiMin i it slipi far laHaf. 

H7. Ifr. NiKUNJA BiHARI MAITIs Will the Hon ble Minister in 

charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleu^ed to state — 

(а) the extent of difi'erent areas affected in the district of Midnapore by 

the recent floods ; 

(б) the extent of damages done to the crojw in these areas; and 

(e) the steps taken by the (iovernment to help the peojde in these 
areas? 

The Hofi’Me M<r. TARAK NATH ItUKERJEA; 


Oontai 
Tamluk 
Sadar (South) 
Ghatal 

Sadar (North) 
Thargram 


Sq. miles. 
. 140 

555 

.. 117-40 

10 

.. 2d 
.. 28 


Total ... 373-40 


(b) (i) Contai iuhdivtnofi. — Vegetables were damaged to the extent (vf 
12 anna.'s. In about 80 square miles cro|>s were either dainagoil or des<n\ved. 

ill) Tamluk $uh division. — Crops in alsmt 25, (>00 u<'res of land damaged. 
{tii) Ghatal subdivision. — Crops in 065 aci-es of land damaged. 

(ir) Jhargravi subdivision . — The aus paddy of 2,000 highiiH has 

been destroye<l to the extent of 50 [»ei cent. The avian paddy has also betm 
damaged to the extent of 4 annus. 

(i’) Sadar South subdivision . — Cnips in 2(»,088 bighas of lan<l d. imaged. 
(vi) Soflar yorth subdiidsion . — 50 per cent. < r(>i>s in 000 bighas damaged. 

(c) Immediate arrangements were made to give relief in food and dothes 
to the people of the affected areas. Tem|K>rarv arrangements were also n.ade 
to give shelter to the homeless people hy erecting hopla sheds on high lands, 
nxids, embankments and schools. 

Gratuitrms relief and agricultural loan in cash and seeds are Inung 
distributed. 


Many free kitchens have l)een ojicned all over the district' -the numU*r 
baaed on reports receivetl up to 22nd September, 1 943, being as follcvws: — 


Contai 

... 619 

Tamluk 

... 167 

Ghatal 

... 18 

Jhargram 

9 

Sadar (North) 

... 14 

Sadar (South; 

... 54 


Total ... 771 
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AmrnM ipiiit fir r^ki m4 km In fkMMliiM mrmB #f TmMi tnd Miiiii. 

*4$. 0f. COBINDA CHANDRA BH0WltlK: Will tW Him ble 

Minister in charg’e ol the Kevcnue Department 1)© pleaseil to (state the amount 
of money that has up to date been spent by the OoTermnent as — 

(0 ^fratuitous relief, 

(17) test relief, 

(m) agricultural loans and other loans, 
in the Tamluk and Contai dood*ai¥ected areas? 

(b) Whether the (ioverunient have received any complaints as to corrup- 
tions jvrevailing amongst the officers engaged in relief duties ^ 

(c) If the answer to (h) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any action has Wen taken thereon? 

(//) How long the giatuitous relief work will continue there? 


The HOfi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) (ty~ 


f’oiitai. Us. 

Cash .. L>SJ2,0(X) 

Kind ... 24,bb,150 

Tumluk. 

Us. 

Cush ‘ ... 9,70,115 

Kind ... 40,74,710 

(«) Contai ... Jf5,C5.S00 

Tamluk ... 29.1 5. 7G8 

(itV) Contai 


U.s. 

Agricultural loans including house-building, maiiite- 


nunce, cultivatiiui and cattle purchase ... 30,43,289 

Sewl loan ... 14,57,500 

Uusiness loan ... 71,585 

Jotedars and talukdais loans ... 47,793 


Tamluk. 


Us. 

Agricultural loons for house-building, cattle purchase 


and maintenauc'e ... 28,01,467 

Business loan ... 72,825 

Jotedari loan ... 2,14,543 

I^nd improvement loan ... 25,000 


{h) and (r) Some complaints were rei'eived from time to time and suitable 
action was taken in all cases where the complaints were found to be correct, 
(il) As long as the circumstances warrant. 
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Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMICK : ^ ^ 

C^tefC^ OP\A agricultural loan <yr<m subdivimoncfl ^ ^Tt^rtTJnr 

PRi ? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA : i], 1 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMICK : ^ cm 

cmc<^ f% CRt^ 73 ^ (Tftl C77T9 UTIl TOTC^ ? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : I 

Amount spent on relief measures in Sadar, Contai and Tamiuk eubdivisione 
in Midnapore diatriot 

^49. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MANDAL: Will the Huu’ble Minitier 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleated to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing the actual amount spent for the distressed people in each of 
the subdivisions of — 

(a) Sudar, 

(h) Contai, and 
(r) Tamiuk 

in Miclnai)ore district on account of — 

(t) medical relief; 

(ti) prevention of epidemic; 

(in) supply of drinking water; 

(tv) sheltering of the homeless ; 

(r) test relief per capita; 

{Vi) gratuitous relief per head — 

(1) for food, and 

(2) for house construction, 

(vit) agricultural loan per head, and 
(viii) any other matter 

in consetiuence of the last cyclone on the 16th October, 1942 f 

The HOfi’Me Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAs 


(a) Sed&r. (6) Contsi. 

(t) Nil About Rfl.I| Iftkhii 

(it) Nil • . Figure* not •vatUble. 

(iti) Nil A^ut R«.2 lakh* 

(tv) About Rs. 6 89 lakh* . . Over IU.16 Uldu 
(v) to (rii) Figure* not readily 
available. 


(vtit) Seed loan— 
4,500 mds. 
BuBinetu loan — 

Relief to weaver* — 


73,000 rnda. 

About Hh. 72,000 
About Rb.71,0<K> 


(e) Tamiuk. 

About Re.l| lakht. 

About Ri.2 lakhe. 
About Ht.14 lakh*. 

72,000 rnd*. 

About H».73,OOp. 
Over Rb 79,000. 


Apart from the above over Re. 8 lakhs have l)een sanctioned for relief of 
fishermen, educational institutions and for encouraging salt manufacture. 


13 
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Expenditure for relief in Midnepore. 

•W. Mr, SIBNATH BANERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’bl© Minister in 
char^^e of the Revenue Department be pleased to state with regard to the 
cyclone in the MidnajKjre district — 

(i) the total sum spent in gratuitous relief; and 

(ii) the number of persons and families amongst whom the relief has 

been distributed? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amounts spent for — 
(i) doles, 

(u) clothings, 

(m) children’s food, 

{iv) fodder for cattle, 

{v) provision for drinking water, and 
{vl) provision for temporary shelters? 

(c) Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the average number of persons receiving doles every week; 

(n) the maximum of such number in a week; 

(Hi) the total up to date ; 

(tv) the average number of children receiving food every week; 

(v) the maximum of such number in a week ; 

(lo) tlie total up to date; 

(vii) the average number of cattle receiving fodder every week ; and 
(viit) the total up to date? 

(d) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) tlie number of relief centres managed and financed entirely by the 
Government; < 

(it) the number of relief centres, if any, partly financed by the Govern- 
ment ; 

(in) the number of medical relief centres opened; 

(t v) the number of doctors engaged in relief work ; 

(r) the amount spent in medical relief ; and 
(ri) whether the local self-governing bodies, viz., the district board and 
the municipalities are supplementing the Government in their help 
to the alYccted persons and if so, in what manner? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (i) About Rs.llO 

lakhs uj> to the end of August, 1943. 

(it) Persons over 8,1)10,000 




Families over 2vS3,000 
(b)(i) About Ra.66 lakhs in rice and |xiddy 
doles. 


terms of man or family week doles. 

Al)out Rs.38 lakhs in cash 
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(tV) About Es.5 lakba. 

(Hi) About Ils.3 lakhs. 

(iv) and (vi) Nil. 

(f) About Rs.4 lakhs. 

(c) (0 Over 215,000. 

(u) About 326,000. 

(m) Over 8,610,000. 

(iv) About 39,000. 

(v) About 42,000. 

(vi) Over 1,542,000. 

(vii) Nil. 

(viii) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) 139. 

(it) 14. 

(ui) 55 . 

(iv) 76. 

(v) About Its. 3 lakhs. 

(vt) The District Board have supplemented Oovorninent hel|S in the follow- 
ing ways: — 

(1) by deputing sanitary staff; 

(2) by rejjainng and re-sinking some tube-wells; 

(3) by starting test relief work on a few roads in the affected areas. 

The municipality of Midnai)ore rendered no material help in giving 
relief to the affected persons. 

Steps taken by Government to alleviate miseries of people of Midnapore. 

•51. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to the answer 

given to starred (Hiostiori No. 118 on the 8th March, 1943, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Kevenue Department be pleased to state w^hat 
further actions have so far l>een taken — 

(a) in continuation of the measures stated therein; 

(h) in fulfilment of the assurances and hopes given therein ; and 
(c) besides those mentioned in clauses (a) and (6) above P 

The Hon*blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) The following further 

relief has been given since 2()tb February, 1943: — 

(t) (tratuitous relief — 


Rs. 

In cash ■. 47,90,000 

In kind about 46,00, (KK) 

(ii) Agricultural loans ... 49,25,650 

(ni) Test relief ... 67,71,70f) 
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(h) (t) Government sanctioned in scheme of assistinj? local weavers by 
repairin^f or replacing looms and by making advances of the yam required by 
them. 

(«) l?i0,000 maunds of paddy seeds were cblleoted and sent for supply to 
cultivators. 

(c)(i) A sum of 118.6,79,000 was sanctioned by way of helping the educa- 
tional institutions affected by cyclone to repair buildings, purchase equip- 
ments, and to pay the salaries of teaching staff. 

(it) To enable the destitute fishergien to purchase nets and carry on their 
profession, Government have sanctioned a free grant of Ra. 10,000 and a loan 
of Rs. 1,28, 000. 


Amount nnotionod fwr relief in Mulagram Union, Tippera. 

*52. Mr. MAQBUL H08SAIN: (o) Win the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether Government have 
sanctioned any amount for the famine-stricken people of Mulagram Union, 
jiolice-station Kasha, in the district of Tippera, from the Ist July to 15th 
September, 1943, by way of — 

(i) agricultural loan ; 

()t) teat relief; 

(iii) gratuitous relief; 

(iv) gram feeding; and 

(v) for distribution of standard cloth? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
amount so sanctioned has yet been spent up till now? 

(o) If so — 

(%) what is the amount spent; and 
^♦i) how the expenditure was made? 

(d) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that many people of Mulagram Union 
are starving 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government are considering the desirability of 
sanctioning a large amount to relieve the distress? 

(f) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount thereof? 

The HOfl'IMe Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: (a)(i) and (i) Nil. 

(if) R8.3,000. 

($ 11 ) and (iv) Rs. 1,400. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) (i) Rs, 1,782-13 on test relief work and about Rs.800 for gratuitous 
relief. 
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(ii) Mainly on water-hyacinth clearance scheme under ieet work and on 
gruel kitchen under gratuitous relief. 

(d) There is scarcity in many parts of the Province and this area is no 
exception. 

(c) Funds are being allotted according to neceseity. 

(/) This would depend on the needs. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if gruel kitchens are still going on or they have been 
stopped y 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: They have been closed, 
I believe. 

• Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there i.s still srareity and jieople are still starving? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 have no detailed 

information. 

Petition to Subdivtsional Officer, Brahmanbaria, for relief. 

•53. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: (a) Will Uie Hon*ble Minister in 
eha!^e of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether HOtn(‘ hungry 
and .starving persons of Raitala, police-station Kasba, in the distried of 
Tippera, submitted a petition to the Subdivisional OflBcer, Brahman baria, 
Tij>pera, this vear to arrange work for them for the relief work and gratuitous 
relif? 

) If the answer to (<^/ } is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, Government have taken on it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: {a) A petition was file<l 

by some persons. 

(i) Immediately on receipt of the petition, the Subdivisional Officer 
wroti to the District Magistrate and District Engineer for oontinuing test 
relief work and more money was allotted for Ibe purpose. 

A gruel kitchen has been started there on 28th August, 1943, and Rs. 1,400 
has been allotted for the purpose, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state whether the gruel kitchen in this case also has been stopped ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 cannot tell you 
definitely but so far as my information goes it has been closed down. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of continuing the gruel kitchen in view 
of the fact that the people in that area are still starving? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am prepared to 
enquire into the matter but unless a definite enquiry is made I cannot say 
anything definitely. 
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Oimpofisatiofi pmd to Amiiiobad High English School in village Nababpur 

of Noakhali. 

*64. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that - 

(t) the village bf Nababpur within the jurisdiction of Union No. V 
Amirabad, police-station Shonagazi, district Noakhali, was 
evacuated in April, 1942; 

(/a) thereafter the order of evacuation was released in October, 1942; 

(m) Amirabad High English School situated in village Nababpur was 
also evacuated ; and ^ 

(tv) it was released at the same time? 

(//) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that after release coinpciisatif)n known 
as ‘V^sts of replacement*' has l)een awarded to the evacuees, referred to in 
(o) (t)? 

(c) Is it a fact that the compensation referred to in (b) has been aw’arded 

for — 

(v) mud-walled buildings with corrugated iron-sheet roofings and 
wooden doors and windows at the rate of Ks.2-8 per square foot; 

(it) buildings with corrugated iron-sheet roofings and banilyoo-niat walls 
at the rate of Re. 1-8 per square foot ; and 

(tit) other thatdhed huts at th© rate of Re.l j>er square foot? 

('0 Is it ft fftf^t that — 

{i) 110 compensation has been awarded to the Amirabad High English 
School ; and 

(tV) the Secretary of the Amirabad High English School submitted 
petition No. dO/EM-43, dated the 3rd February, 1943, by way of 
appeal to Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, the then Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Revenue, for according the same treatment to the 
school as has been meted out to otlier evacuees of the Nababpur 
village? 

(r) Will the Hon’ hi© Minister be pleased to state whether — 

the District Inspector of Schools, Noakhali, submitted any report 
as to the amount of compensation on account of financial loss 
sustained by the said school avS a result of evacuation; and 

(it) the officers of the I^and Acquisition Department deputed by the 
Government held any enquiry into the matter? 

(/) If so, whether they have submitted ^ny report as to the amount of 
oompeusation to be awarded to the said school? 
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Th» Hon’blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA: (a)(t) Yes, on 4th April, 
1942. 

^ Yes, but the village was relinquished on 10th December, 1942. 

(in'), (ir), (6), (d){n) and (e)(f) Yes. 

(c)(t) At Us. 2 per square foot and not R8.2-8. 

(it) At Re. 1-4 per square foot for ekchala houses and at Re. 1-8 for dochala 
or charchala houses. 

(ij?) At 8 annas per square foot for thatched huts with bamboo walls and 
at Re.l per square foot for those with mud walls. 

{d) (?) No. A sum of Rs. 320 on account of removal cost and rent at the 
rate (if Rs.lOO per mensem for the entire period of requisition was paid to the 
school. 

(c)(n) and (/) No officer of the Tjand Acqui.sitioii Department was deputed, 
but a local enquiry was held by a Sub-Depuiy ('ollector, deputed by the 
Subdivisional Officer and on the basis of his report UvS.320 was sanctioned for 
the removal cost and a monthly rent of Rs.lOO was paid as the equitable rent 
for the school building. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister i)e pleased 
to state why a discrimination has been made in the matter of awarding 
compensation to evacuees wlio are individuals and to evacuees in tin* shape 
of public imstitutions? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot follow wffint 
he a(',tually drives at, but I can assure him that no discrimination has been 
made. These awards were nuole according to rules. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whtMher evacu(‘es In tiie village of Nababpur havi^ been awarded 
comyiensatioTi at the rate ef Rs, 2 per siyuare foot in rcspei’t of their mud- 
walled buildings with lorrugated iron-sheet roofings}' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot follow the 

question . 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the evacuees of tin* village Nababpur have got their replace- 
ment cost of huts at the scheduled rate?' 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am sure they have, 
but if details are wanted I want notice, 

Mr, HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether the replacement cost of buildings awarded to the Amirabad 
High School was at the same rate ? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I do not know what 
the rate is but this much T am certain that due compensation has been given 
for removing the .school . 
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Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minieter be pleased 
to state if an individual bad been in occupation of the premises of the 
Amirabad High English School what would have been the amount of 
compensation given? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale whether the principles enunciated in the Land Acquisition Act or 
the Defence of India Rules have been followed in the matter of awarding 
compensalion to the school? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I could not follow 
what tlie honourable member wants to know. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Ilon’blo Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government took into consideration the economic loss 
suHtained by the High School as a result of evacuation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; If a representation is 
made (loviunmerit will take that into consideration. 

Family allowance of Babu Sushil Chandra Bhattaoharya, a security 

prisoner. 

•5S. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) AVill the 
Hon’ble Minister in (*harge ot tlie Home (Jails) l)e])artment be pleased to 
state whether — 

(i) Habu Sushil Ghandra JUiattaeharyya of village Ghunta, police- 

station Saruil, district Tippera, is being detained as a security 
prisoner under the Defence of India Rules in the Fatagarh Gentral 
Jail in United Provinces; and 

(ri) his present detention is at the instance of the Bengal Government? 

{b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that — 

(t) he has been granted no family allowance as yet; and 

(ii) his family merabt^rs are on the verge of staiwation? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of gninting him a family allowance? 

(d) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, is the Ilon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of recommending to the Uniteil Provinces Govern- 
ment for granting him a family allowance? 

(e) If the answers to (c) and (d) are in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir 
NaiimiMlclin) S (a) and (h) I have no information except that the security 
prisoner is detained by the United Provinces Government with the con- 
currence of the Government of India. 
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(«) The grant of family allowance to the security jirisoner is a matter 
for the United Provinces Government who issued orders for his detention. 

Grant of family allowance to security prisoner Babu Harish Chandra 

Chowdhury. 

•56. .Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the lIou1>le Minister in 

charge of the Home (Jails) Dejniriment be pleased to state whether any 
family allowance has ImMi granted to Mrs. Saila Hala ('howdhiirani, the 
mother of the political prisoner Babu Uurish (Miandru (Miowdhury of Uai- 
bandha 'i 

(b) If the answer to (a) i> in the nepatne, will the Iltui’ble Minister be 
pleased to stati* the reasons therefor!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (<n No. 

{b) J'he prisoner is a bachelor and vi'*ed to earn Ks.2o piw mensem Indore 
his ariest. Ms information iiidnatcil (hat the family have an income of 
about Rs.2,0(H) ]K*r aninim from landed projierty as well as an additional 
income from a piinting pre^s. I do not consider this a tit case for the grant 
of a family allowance. 

Sealing of looms and shortening of hours by the Jute Mills Association. 

•57. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Will the lion'ble Mini.ster in charge of 
the (''ommerce and Lal>our Deiwirtment be pleased to state — 

{(i) the nunil^er of time.s the Jute Mills As.sociation resorted to — 

(f) sealing of looms, and 
(i/) shortening of hours during war; 

(h) the number of workers that were financially affected as a reeiilt 
thereof on each <x'casion ; and 

(c) the numl)er of workers that were dismissetl in all jute mills due to 
the la.st sealing of looms by lO per cent. ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (a) A atatement, show- 
ing the alterations made by the Indian Jute Mills Association, in the work- 
ing hours of jute mills and in the number of looms working since the 
outbreak of the war, is laid on the Table. 

(6) I am informed that it is not ixissible for the Association to furnish 
the number of workers financially affected (»n each occasion over the period 
referred to in (a) alxive, but that in many cases the workers were, absorbed 
into work of a temporary nature and with the existence of a heavy leave 
roster, they were also absorbed into normal mill occupations. 

(c) 10,500 workers were out of employment consequent ufnm the sealing 
of looms. 
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StcUement referred to in reply to clause (i) of starred question No, 67, 

Indian Juta Mills Association. 


Working Time Agreement : Working hours in Jute Mills. 

From 1 3th Hepterabor, 1939 . . 45 hours per week. 

„ 26th September, 1939 . . 64 „ „ „ 

„ 3rd November, 1939 . . 60 „ „ „ 

„ 8th April, 1940 . . 64 „ 

„ 19th August, 1940 ..46 „ ,, „ 

„ September 1940 .. Mills should close one week in September, October 

and November and again in January and March, 
1941, and thereafter 45 hours per week without 



cloHing any 

weeks. 

om Ist 8oj)tf>mb©r, 1941 

. . 50 hours 

per 

week. 

, 13th October, 1941 

.54 ,. 



, 6th Novombor, 1941 

. . 60 „ 

,, 


, iHth May, 1942 

.54 

,, 

,, with 10 per cent, looms sealed. 

, I5th March, 1943 

. . 60 „ 

„ 

„ without sealing any looms. 

, 17th May, 1943 

.64 „ 

,, 

,, with 10 per cent, of looms sealed. 

, 14th June, 1943 

. . 54 „ 

„ 

,, without sealing any looms. 


Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’blo Minister be 
pleiiHcd to state whether Government took any steps against the jute mills 
for throwing 10, 50!) workers out of employment':' 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 submit that thi.s ques- 
tion does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that there is an Ordinance by whudi the (iovi‘riiment can interefiue if the 
employers throw their employees out of employment for no .special reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I do not know bow my 
friend has made that out. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My Mil miission is that workers 
have heiui thrown out of employ ment without any leasonalile cause. There 
is an Ordinance to the effect that Government can interefere in such cases. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question is this. In answer 
(<j) it is stated that 10,009 workers were out of employment consequent 
upon the sealing of looms. Sealing of hxims was not sufficient cause for 
throwing so many workers out of employment. 

Mr. BREAKER: Put your question in that way. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Then he will say that it is a 
mattar of opinion. 

Mr. BREAKER: What is your question? 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that there is an Ordinance to the effect that Government can interfere or 
should interfere in cases where employees are thrown out of employment 
without sufficient reason? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABlIDDIN; Question (c) asks the 
number of workers that were dismissed in all jute mills due to the last 
sealing of looms. My answer is that 10,509 workers were out of employ- 
ment consequent upon tlie sealing of looms. Now he introduces an 
extraneous matter. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Please put your question in a different form. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the Hon ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether his attention wa.s drawMi to the fact that so many 
workers were tlirown out of employnK'iit and whether the Government 
considered the desirability of enquiring if they were thrown out of employ- 
ment wdth or without any reason? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I understand there are 
two parts of the question. So far as the first part, viz., what steps 1 have 
taken with*regard to so many workers who have been tinowrj out of employ- 
ment, is coiu'erned, T would refer the honourable member to my answer (b); 
and I submit, the second i)art does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, the Hon ble Minister says 
that his rejdy is to be found in answer (/;), where he says that he is inform- 
ed that it is not possible for the Association to furnish the number of 
workers financially affec'ted on each occasion. 1 submit, there is tio ques- 
tion as to whetlier the 'workeis were financially affected or not. My sub- 
mission is that tlie intention of the fjuestioner w'as 

Mr. SPEAKER : T cannot allow you to discuss on a question. He has 
referred to answtu- (h) u.h his re])ly to the first part of your (juestion; you 
may oi may not be satisfied. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether some of the workers w'ere not absorbed ami have 
remained out of employment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Quite ]iossible, hut 1 am 

not aware of it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (xovernment took any steps to compel the Jute 
Mills Association to put in the workers who w'ere thrown out of employment 
into employment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I may just explain 
that this question was put in a long time ago and it referred to happenings 
that occurred a long, long time ago, most likely during the lime of the 
previous Ministry of which my honourable friend knows better than I do. 
I am afraid, I am not in a position to answer that. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, is this anwer justified? I 
want to know whether a Minister in charge can tell us that he is not respons- 
ible for it or that he cannot answer about a matter that happened long 
before. I think, continuity must be the policy of Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAH ABU DDIN: Sir, I submit in reph* to 
the question of Mr. Siddiqi that no one can be held responsible for what 
has happened in the past. If that past action is continuing in our time, 
then, of course, we can be held responsible. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is question time. It is not the question under 
discussion as to what is the responsibility of this Minister or that Minister. 
But if it is a point of order, then certainly 1 would have been bound to give 
a ruling. But I am afraid it is not a point of order and therefore the ques- 
tion does not arise. 

Mr. «l. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state if 
then' is any system adojited by the Indian Jute MilK Associatifui to main- 
tain a w'aiting register for those who have bt*en discharg(‘d on account of 
retrenehnu'iit ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I may refer the honour- 
able member to my answer (/>). AVe have been intormed by the Jute Mills 
Association that it is not possible for the Assficiation to keej) a waiting 
register of such retrenched hands. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: AVill the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state if he 
is aware that there are waiting registers maintained in otlier indu.stries 
where there are a large number of workmen discharged on account of 
retrenchment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I could not follow 
the question. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether 10,509 workers were the maximum number in one 
period or whether 10,509 workers went out of employment between the 
18th September, 1939, and the 14th June, 1943? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I am afraid 
my esteemed friend has not read the answer. It relates to one particular 
period only, namely, the last sealing of looms and the re.sultant unemploy- 
ment is due only to the last sealing. Sir, a similar point of order was raised 
by Sir Naximuddin yesterday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There appears to be some room for a supplementary 
question like the supplementary question put by Mr. Siddiqi on this occasion. 
It is on the last sealing of looms by 10 per cent, but that does not rule 
out the supplementary question. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when did the last sealing take place and how long did it 
continue ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDD1N: I want notice. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, the Hon'ble Minister has said 
that the Association cannot furnish the number of workers financially 
affected. Docs the Government make any efi’ort to find out when workers 
are thrown out of employment and keep any information on the subject 
officially through the Commissioner of Labour? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDOIN: Sir, this question has 
attracted my attention and the (government is considering the ways and 
means by which the Government may keep proper information of such 
periodical unemployment of the workers. 

Trial of Fusilier Baines for causing death to one Manindra Du in Mainamatl 

Military Camp. 

*5S. Mr. DHIRENDRANATH NATH DUTTA: (a) Is the lion ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aw'are that the Sessions Judge, 
Tipjjcra, in a motion agaiinst the order of diMcharge of the accused in G. R. 
case No. d90 of 1942, EmjK'ror rs. Fusilier J. Haines, ordered oomnntmont 
to the (!ourt of Sessions for triul, the said accused Fusilier Baines who 
caused the death of one Manindra Das by g\m shot on IGth June, at 

the Mainamati Military Camp? 

(h) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
bo pleasKl to state — 

(?) if the said accused has been produced for trial; and 

(u) if not, why not? 

(r) Will the (iovernment be pleased to state what steps, if any, the 
Government have taken to produce the said accused for trial ? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate immedmtely to produce the said 
accused for trial ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab MutbarrufT Hoasain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Such commitment was 
ordered, and was made on the Ibth September, 1942. 

(b) (i) Yes; he was tried by the Sessions Judge of Tippera at Brahman- 
baria and acquitted. 

(w), (c) and (d) Do not arise, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Js the Hon'hle Minister aware 
that out of nine jurors eight jurors were Britishers who tried the case? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I see it is the British Government. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
please<l to state if the Sessions Judge in accepting the verdict made an 
observation that he did not agree with the views of the jurors but still in 
the circurnsiances of the case he did not refer it to the High Court 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

True, he might have passed a remark like that, but he should have taken 
courage in his hands and referred the case to the High Court. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the defence put up by the accused in this case? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is too much going into details. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit this is a very serious matter 
and it has created a good deal of public feeling. Here was a British soldier 
who in the broad daylight killed a man and he was let off. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

I am not in possession of the judgment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fa<d that this British soldier killed this villager Manindra 
Das by gun shot in broad daylight? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It does, Sir, because it is the question. 

Mr. BREAKER: Whethe r the fact of death is denied or not, that was 
the subject matter of a judicial decision. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: lie .says he is not in possi'ssion of the 
judgment hut whether he has in his possession the fact that a villager 

Manindra Das was killed by a British soldier in broad daylight who shot 

him through his stomach. Whether that fact is known? 

Mr. BREAKER: AVhat is your question — the fact of death? 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Whether he is aware that one villager 
named Manindra Das was killed outright by a bullet wound from a British 
soldier. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08BAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That fact is before the whole country and that fact was enquired into by a 
Sessions Judge, Mr. Sen, and he acquitted the accused. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister he pleased 
to state if (lovernmeiit luul appealed against the judgment in this case? 

The Hon’hle Nawab MUBHARRUFF H08BAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (rovernment is considering the desirability of appealing to the 
higher court against the judgment delivered in this case? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Dur procedure is if any case has be<‘n misjudged or a wrong decision has 
been reached it is for the Public Prosecutor and the Legal Pemeiubrancer 
;;o enquire into these things and then to ask for an appeal against acquittal 
3ut in this case neither the l^ublic Prosecutor nor the Legal Kemembrancer 
las come forward with a proposal like that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the iloirble Minister la* pleased 
:,o state if he is considering the desirability of asking the Legal lleinem- 
brancher or the Public Prosecutor to look into the matter and to enquire 
(^rhether they are in a position to request Government for putting up an 
ippeal against tlie acquittal? 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is a request for action. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have said — considering the desir* 
ibility. ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is a matter which will have my attention and 1 will see whether your 
case is such that any action can be taken. 

8enhati Maternity Home in Khulna. 

*59. Mr. lie N. GUPTA: W ill the Iloirble Minister in charge ol the 
Public’ Health and Local Self-Government DepartiiKuit Ix' pb’ased to slati*^ — 
(ci) whether (ioveriim(*nt paid any sum of money to the (amimilh’e of 
Senhati Mutcrinty Home in the district of Khulna lor buiidiiig 
the “Home”: 

{h) it so, vvhul amount was jitiid; 

(c) when it was paid; 

{d) whellier the “Home” has lieen built or is still undei construction; 
(c) who is the custodian ol the moiie\ ; 

(/) who selected the site; 

{(j) whether the exjienditure and income of the ('ommittee has been 
audited by the Government ; 

(h) whether any Lady Health Vi'^itor lias been apjKiinted; 

(i) whether her salaries are i>aid out of Goveinment Fund; and 

(j.) whether the Lady Health ^ jsitf»r has got any dijiloina or ( ertificut/e 
from the Government? 

MINt8TER in charge Of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF. 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad); (</) and (o les. 

(b) Ps.4,000. 

(c) In 1941. 
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(d) The centre building;’ is under construction. 

{e) The Organising Secretary of the Maternity and Child Welfare Centre. 

(J) The Director of Public Health, Bengal, and the Superintendent, 
Maternity and Child Welfare. 

(g) The Committee is responsible for the maintenance of the centre. 
Tho income and expenditure of the centre is not audited by Government. 

(h) Yes, since 7th May, 11>42. 

(;■) The Lady Health Visitor qualified herself from the Sir John Anderson 
Health School, Calcutta. 

Mfi Ni GUPTA: In reply to (/;), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what condition the sum of Rs. 4,000 w'as granted to the 
Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

condition was laid down in the circular issued by the Director a>f Public 
Health, the general policy being that Government wanted to develop 
Maternity (Centres in rural areas and in order to encourage people’s organisa- 
tions which are willing to develop Maternity Centres they were given grants 
and the conditions were that they would have a Health Visitor and they 
would have a Superintendent and some units to work Maternity (’entrcs for 
training of da%^ and nurses. 

Mrt Jt Nt GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
it is not a condition that unless the (’ominittee raised an equal sum, the 
sum of Rh. 4,000 would not be granted;' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, I 
think that was the condition. They were prepared to contribute one half 
of the capital cost up to a maximum of Rs. 0,000 for a centre and up to 
Rs. 4,000 for a Maternity Ward. 

Mr, J, N, GUPTA: When the construction of the centre building was 
started 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

afraid 1 am not in a position to supply the date. 

Mr. J. Na GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is in the condition that certain acres of land are necessary for building the 
Maternity Centre P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is going too fur into details and I do not allow 
that question. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA. Will the Hun’ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
has got any answer in reply to question {i) whether her salaries are paid 
out of Government FundP It has not been replied. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
already stated in {a) and (f) “Yes”. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 
(Answer to which was laid on the table) 

Appointment of Inspector, Technical Institutions, Department of Industries. 

». Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (//) Will the Hoii’ble MiuLster in 
charge of the Uommerce, Labour and Industries Department l)e pleased to 
state what is the present position regarding the apiwintment of a permanent 

incumbent tor the post of Inspector of Technical Institutions, Department 
of Industries? 

(h) Is it a fait that the present Ministry has thrown the post open to 
non-Bengali Muslima? 

(c) Will the Ilon'ble Minister l)e pleased to state — 

(t) what are the j>ermanent jHKsts of — 

(1) officers, and 

C2) Upi^er Division (ierka 

in the Department of Industries; and 

(it) how many of these are held by — 

( L Muslim, and 
(:2) Hindus? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: {(t) and {h) The post was 
leserved for a .Muslim and an attempt to recruit a Bengali Muslim having 
tailed at first, it was re-advertised by the Bengal Public Servii-e (Commission 
on an all-Iiuliu basis, juefererue being gi\en to candidates ordinanlv resident 
in Bengal. On the recmninendation of the ('oiumission, the jH»st has since 
been filled h\ a Bengali Muslim. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statemmit referred to in repUf to clause ir) of un^tarred (fuettion .Vr>. 22. 

(i) Number of i^ermanent posts of — 

(1) OSicers — 11. 

(1) Director of Industrie.s. 

(2) Deputy Director of Industries and Industrial Engineer. 

(3) Industrial Chemist. 

(4) Inspector of Technical and Industrial Institutions. 

(5) Personal Assistant to Director of Industries. 

(G) Superintendent, Bengal lanning Institute. 

(7) Principal, Bengal Textile In.stitute, Seramporc. 

(8) Principal. Bengal Silk Technological Institute, Berhampore. 

(9) Deputy Director of Sericulture. 

(10^ 1st Su|)erintendent of Sericulture. 

(11) 2nd Superintendent of Sericulture. 

(Two of these have not been permanently filled.) 


14 
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( 2 ) Upi)€r Divinion Clerks — 9. 

(1) Held by Muslims — 2. 

(2) Held by Hindus — 7. 

(n) (1) Held by Muslims — 3. 

(2) Held by Hindus — 8. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement on ihe 
second page, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the officers 
shown there are all working in the office of the Director of Industries in 
Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: It is obviously not so. I 
may refer to Nos. (7) and (8). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How many of them aie in tlie Depart- 
ment of Industries here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state uj) to No. (o) who are the incumbents at the ])r(‘sent moment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tl.e Hon’ble Mmi^^ter be pleased 
to state how inan> of the first five in the list of oiliccu''* — these are the five 
names, I presume, in the office of the Dirtatoi ot lM(hi*'tiies and the others 
are technical jiosts — are Hindus and how many .ue Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: What IS youl que''tion ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Out of the first five m the Matement 
of the list of offi('er.s how many are Hindus and liow many Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: The Dnectoi of ImhistneH 
is a non-Muslim; Deputy Director of Industries and Industrial Kiiginecr 
ift a Muslim; Industrial Chemist i.s a non-Muslim; Insp(‘ctor of Technical 
and Industrial Institutions is a Muslim; and Personal Assistant to Director 
of Industries accoialing to m> information is a Muslim 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So three out of are Muslims. Thank 
you. 

With reference to viz., Cpper Di^ision cleIk'^. ^^ill the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to >tate how many of these clerks are working in the 
office ()l the Director and how many outside? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: For this detailed infor- 
mation 1 must ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my question was clear to which 
detailed answer was expected. You will notice that I asked the question 
thus “Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wffiat are tbe permanent 
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posts of officers and Upper Division clerks in the Department of Industries”? 
Taking advantage of my ignorance of the office etiquette, officers have been 
included. That is why I wanted to have it cleared. 

Mft SPEAKER: He has already answered that he wants notice. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to an.swers {<i) and {h) 
regarding the appointment of a Muslim as the Inspector of Technical 
Institutions, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that apart from the answer given there was yet another stage in which the 
Public Service Commission threw open tlie appointment to members already 
in the service, and in that connection a Hindu was recommended ^ 

Mft SPEAKER: That question, 1 am afraid, does not arise. Is there 
any other stage mentioned here? 

Dft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There are three stages mentioned. 
The post was reserved for a Muslim and an attempt to recruit a Bengali 
Muslim having failed at first, it was re-advertised by the Bengal Public 
Service (’ommission 

Mfi SPEAKER: Have \ou got any other supplementary question to 
put ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question is whether apart from 
these stages mentioned here there was an\ other stage ’r' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are \ou prepared t«t ansuer I hat!*' 

(No re])ly ) 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAfL: With refer. 'nee to the disparity , viz., 
out ot h Cpper Division clerks 2 are Muslims and 7 Hindus and again d 
Muslims and N Hindus mentioned in the st.ilement, will the Hon’hlc 
Minister eoiivi.hT the de*iirahilit\ <.i making up this disjiai'itv* existing in 
tliiv (hq.aiimeiit in futuie leeiuitnuuits ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As tar as I am eomerned 
I can give this assurance to tlu* House that eommiinal ratio lules will 
strictly frdlowed and any disadvantage under which an\ particular (M.mmunity 
is sutteriiig will he redressed. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: AVitli lefeienee to answer (n), will 
the Hon'ble Minister lie jileased to state under what e(>nsi(lerati(ui the post 
w'as reserved for a Muslim ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: T) lat question <loes not arise, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: AVith reference to the list of officer 
given in tlie statement, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state how 
many from Xo. h to No. 11 are Musliins and how many are non-MuHlims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: No h is a non-Muslim; 
No. 7 is a non-Muslim ; No. 8 is a non-Muslim ; No. 9 is a non-Muslim; No. 10 
i# a non-Muslim; and No. 11 is also a non-Muslim. 



0 


QUESTIONS. 


[4th Feb., 


Ilf* ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
eased to take the earliest steps to establish the commuDal ratio in this 
atter ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As far as this question is 
)ncerned — I think I am not giving out any secrets — I am taking steps in 
rder to anticipate the vacancies and, if possible, to recruit Muslims and 
rdieduled ('antes and to give them proper training in this country and 
t)road to be able to fill the vacancies as and when they occur. 

BabU MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
> state whether any Scheduled Caste officers are there in that department? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notice for that, 
have to look into the files. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to items Nos. (i to 11, 
ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if there is any qualified Muslim 
t to hold any of these posts? (('ries of “Oh! oh!” troin the Ministerialist 
enches.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That que stion does not arise. 

Mr. aOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it a fact that the Hon ble 

[inister has been trying to find a (|ualified Muslim for the Sericulture 
tepurtinenl and delayed the working of that dej>artmeni m the hope of 
etting one hut he has not .\et been able to find one? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; 1 am glad to inform the 
onouralde member that a man has been recruited and lie is undergoing 
raining, and will be apjiointed after the completion of training. 

Dr. NALINAk8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement “two 
f these liave not been permanently filled”, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
leased U) state whiidi are those posts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notiee 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Mini>ter be plea.sed 
0 state it it is a fact that with a view to find a suitable Muslim the (iovern- 
iient of Ilengal went out of their way to approach a gentleman in Mysore 
0 accept the post in the Sericulture Department and he having demanded 
k very heavy salary the matter is not yet complete? 

The Hon’bit Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The honourable member 
s supplying all the information. What information does he want fn/iii me? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, from the reply you may assume that that 
8 a fact. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir; I do not accept 
bat it is a fact. 
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Rou ble Minister aware that 
the Sericulture Department must be worked very efficiently at the present 
moment; otherwise the silk industry of Bengal w’ill be dying P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I can assure the honour- 
able member that we are fully aware of the importance of the Sericulture 
Department, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers (a) and (ft), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any of the already existing 
departmental officers was at any stage permitted to apply for the post? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
after llie failure of an att(*mj>l to recruit a Bengali Muslim the aj>j>ointment 
was thrown oj»en by the Public Service Commission to persons already 
employed under Government and one Hindu officei was selected P 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I have nothing furtl»er 
to add to my answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: thie^tion time is over. The rest of the queMions are 
held over. 

(At this stag** tlie Hou.se w'as adjourned for ])rayei for lo minutes.) 

( After ad )<*^un\mrni } 

Point of Information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sit, before the business of the House 
is tak*'!) up 1 have to invite your attention to the tact that a visitor wanted 
to see me. He as usual hamled over a A\\) at the point where visitors are 
asked to \^ait and he romplained that although he waited for more than 
15 minutes the slij> wa.^ kejit on the table by the clerk in charge and no 
attempt was made to ''end in the slip to me. It was ahout a very urg(*nt 
matter that he wanted to see me. Tins is another instance in which it is 
forgotten that the office exists for the members and not the members for 
the office. Hitherto the practice lias all along been that whenever any 
visitor wanted to see any member immediately some bearer wa.s made avail- 
able to bring the slip inside the House. In view fit the urgency of this 
matter 1 feel tfiat the matter should be enquired into. These tilings are 
increasingly giving difficulties to members. Sir, either >ou ke^p a little 
more vigilant eye on the administration of the office nr the mem hers will 
have to suffer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I give you my assurance that 1 .shall look into the 
matter. 

Dr. 'NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When I asked the clerk <oncerned he 
said that his instruction was not to send in slips when there was prayer 
time or likely to be prayer time. He claims that he has got instructioiie to 
that effect. 
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NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 

Point of order. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL. Sir, I rise on a point of order. Under 
section 88(.2) of the Government of India Act, an Ordinance cannot be pass- 
ed when the Assembly is in session, and the Assembly cannot recommend 
the issue ol any Ordinance, In view of the fact that this resolution 
recommends that an Ordinance should be issued forthwith, I submit that 
it is ultra vire* and it ofifends the section quoted by me, and therefore those 
particular words should not form part of the resolution 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the member in whose name the resolution 
stands has already asked my permission delete (hat part. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH SEN: I was going to ask for the deletion of 
that part myself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please go on. 

Cattle for agricultural purposes and milch cows not to be slaughtered. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Witli reference to the resolution 
standing in my name, may 1 be permitted to move a .slight amendment in 
regat^d to the lust two lines. I want to delete the words “goat and sheep 
under 2 years” and in place of the words “an OrdinaiuM' should he issued 
forthwith” I want to substitute “immediate stejis should be taken in that 
direction”. 

The amended resolution reads as follows: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that in view of the importance ol cuttle 
for all agricultural purposes and of mibh cows tor health and in 
view of rapid decimation of cattle due to indi.scriminate slaughter 
for abnormal food-supply all cattle suitable for agricultural 
purposes and for drawing carts under ]'2 years ot age, milch or 
pregnant cows of cver\ age, should not be slaughtered apd 
immediate steps should be taken in that direi-tion.” 

Sir, in moving the resolution in tliis amended form, I propose to draw 
the attention of the House to the extremely deplorable situation which has 
been created due to the indiscriminate slaughter of cattle to meet the 
requirements of abnormal food-supply. There is widespread feeling of 
lissatisfaction at the manner in which cattle is being slaughtered to meet 
the requirements (>f the army and reports are current that large numbers 
)f prime cattle are being purchased to meet this abnonual demand. 
Although no figures for the province of Bengal are availalile, yet it is 
>o»sible to ascertain the seriou.sness of the problem from the figures for 
^li-lndia given by His Kxeelleucy the Commander-in-Chief in the Council 
>f State in August last. In reply to a question, His Excellency stated 
that the number of cuttle slaughtered in the year 1941^-48 for the prisoners 
)f war was 62,tKH) and for the Chinese, American and British forces statione<l 
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in India 216,000. In 1943-44 the number of slaughtered cattle must have 
been higher still, and it is said that the cattle slaughter is now five times 
the peace-time number. Bengal being in the war zone, it is not unreason- 
able to assume that the figure of cattle slaughter in Bengal must be higher 
than the All-India average. It is also apprehended that the number of 
cattle slaughtered would increase still further when India is made the base 
of operations for an Allied attack on Burma and more forces come to India. 
Thus an idea can be formed alwut the rapid depletion of our cattle wealth, 
and I am of opinion that unless eft’ective precautionary measures are taken 
now, the position portends danger for the future. 

Sir, I am aware that on the recommemlations of the Central Food 
Advisory Council, which have also been accepted by the War Department, 
the Government of India have issued orders that no milch or pregnant cows 
and bullocks under 10 years of age are to be slaughtered, and that instruc- 
tions have also been issued to pass no animal wliich comes under the protect- 
ed category, when j^resenled at the military .slaughter hou.se. But these 
checks are not successful in their objective and, the situation has not 
improved. Reports still come tliut prime cattle in large numbers are even 
now being purchased from rural ureas for ultimate .supply to meet the 
requirements of the Defence service.s. But before making any suggestions 
for the stoppage ot this predatory practice, it is pertinent to enquire why 
such large-scale indiscnminate .slaughter is taking place. So far as I have 
been able to gathei. as against tiie price of beef per maund, which is atated 
to he Rs. T-4-h t>)r the year by (ir>v(‘rnment in the Council of State, 

fantastic prices are no^^ htdnu oilfr«‘d today ranging from Rs. o(| to Rs. 60 
per maund and cattle is being tiurchused on the basis of this jirice in the 
rural atea-. In norinal time*. onl\ .surjilus and old cattle' were sold for 
slauglitei })iirpo*.e,'.. but health\ c?attle even are now lieing sold because of 
attractive price" oftetc'd. It is mainly the presence of tht‘ abnormal demand 
that has torced up the price to such fantastic levcds. Ihirtly due to the 
helplessnc‘"S and misc'ric*" ( oming in the wake of the famine and partly due 
to the fantastic jirices ofiVied, the jieasuntry are induced to dispose of their 
cattle, in utter disregard of the consequence.s that may follow. 

Apparently there is complacency in high quarters. IVrhap.s they do not 
consider the situation alarming. But nolsaly who has tin* wedfare of the 
country at heart can tolerate suidi ra})id depletion of our cattle wealth on 
purely economic grounds, allliougli sentimental and religious consideration® 
also cannot be wliolly ignored. The imxiortance of an adequate number of 
good quality cattle cannot he too strongly emiihasised in a predominantly 
agricultural country like ours, especially wlien Government efforts have been 
directed towards an increase in agricultural production througli a “Grow 
More Food*’ campaign. 

8i. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, may 1 draw your atten- 
tion to tho fact that there is no Hon’ble Minister present in tlie House. 

Mrt A. F. 8TARK: When a resolution of this importance is being dis- 
cuaaed, it is to be regretted that there should not be one Minister present 
in the House. 
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Mr. SPEAKER! It is desirable that the Hon’ble Ministers should be 
present. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN ; Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

Minister^ ^ C^f 

^rni — <5* =in C51 (STClF&tlt, MinisterD^? ^ | 

MTb RA8IK LAL BIS WAS: On behalf of the Agriculture Minister I 
am taking notes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like that si)me of the Ministers, at least one 
Minister, should he present; otherwise, it would not be fair that discussion 
should go on. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May I seek your guidance, Sir, on 
this point as to whether a Parliamentary Secretary cannot satisfy the House 
in discharging some of the functions of hi.s Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, it is a matter of great iiujiortance and if the 
House desire that solne Ministers should be piesent, I think at least one 
Minister must remain in the House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, 1 tliink tins is a direct reflec- 
tion on Parliamentarv Secretaries for if a Minister is not there the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary does the duty an<l service on his btdialf. Is that not 
allowed ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; the rules <lo not allow it, if llieie is no delegation. 

(At this stage the Hou'ble Mr. Khw'aja Shahabuddin entered inlo the 
Chamher and loitk Ids seat in the Treasurx bench ) 

The Hon'bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Only recentlv, Sir, I was 
going through the proceedings of the House ot (. ommons relating to a most 
important debate concerning the War, when neither the Piime Minister nor 
the W’^ar Minister was present. 'I'he Parliamentary Secretary to tlie War 
Minister or some other Parliumentury Secretary was only present, hut the 
debate went on smoothly without the Ministers being present. Sir, w'e 
never mean any disrespect to the meinliers of (he House, especially to the 
members of the Opposition. Hut we have g<u to carry on our other duties 
also and that only keeps us away from the Chamber. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: We are very glad to be able 
to see my Hon’bie friend, Mr. Shahabuddin, but 1 shall request him through 
you, Sir, to make a special study of Stafford Cripps’ l*arliamentary Demo- 
cracy in Action. That will enable him to go through the proceedings in 
the Hansard more quickly, more thoroughly 

Dr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: And more profitably ! 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH RANERJEE: I shall not 8ay “and more 
profitably ” but *’and more efficiently**. 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I am Very much obliged' 
to my honourable friend, Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, for his advice, and 
I hope I shall benefit by it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Parliamentary Secretaries under the rules, as far 
as I have seen, can discharge functions delegated to them by the respective 
Ministers in charge but still there are certain difficulties which have come 
to my notice and that is w’hy the rules ought to be made clearer on this 
point. I am looking into this matter verA' carefully because it is a new 
institution, so to say; it came into being recently and the rules, as far as 

I can see. were not made with a view to covering all cases as to what may 
or may not be dealt with by Parliamentary Secretaries and under what 
circumstances. It is a new matter and it will require lull examination; 
it will have my consideration and I think 1 vhall be abb* to discuss this 
important question in course of the present ses.Mon with the leaders of the 
carious parties and arrive at a decision. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: M ay I enquire of you, Sir. whether the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary for Agriculture can take hi.s ]dac<‘ on the Treasury 
benches 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is desiiuble that he should }*<• there, 

(At this stage Mr. Hasik Lai Biswas took his seat in tin* Treasury bench.)- 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: The national impoitance of the^ 
conservation oi our live-stock resources was also em])hasise»l hy Lord 
Linlithgow, the then Viceroy and (iovernoi-tieiieial of India, at the All- 
[ndia Cattle Sho\\ held in August last Thus oh^med His Kxcellency,. 
‘In this inimeiise agricultural coiintiy which feeds tlje laigest ]H»pulation 

II the whole world, almost every seed that germinates owes its (h>bt to tlm 
vork ot the cattle in ploughing U{> the soil and almost e\ei\ gram that i» 
carried to the markets to feed the great urban populations is earned tlieie by 
bullock transport. In tact, cattle are in a leal .sense the liasis of India’a 
jconomy.” His h .xceileiicy thus jmt in a nutshell tlie importance c)f cattle 
:o our agricultural eitmomy which is not >et mechanised and i.s (‘arried on 
vith the aiil of manual labour and cattle power, I'hus unless this proceHH 
)f rapid decimation of our cattle resource is put a stop t-o, agmullural 
iperations as well us tlie maiketing of crojis are Iikeh to be most adversely 
ifi'ected. For the present (jovernment are concerned with a “(irow Moro 
Food” camjiaign, and their production drive would jiroduce hardly sati«- 
actory results if the peasantry have no cows to till the soil and curry the 
Tops home and thence to markets. The utility of cattle for tran^Iiort of 
narketable crops and other produce in the countryside which has not yet 
)een opened up b}' railways and other modern means of transport goes with- 
lut saying. The curtailment of railway transport facilities and motor lorry 
lervices has enhanced this utility. Some small croitage indu.stneH like the 
lil-pressing industry are also likely to suffer for the same reason. I would 
iresently refer to another aspect of the problem. Lord Linlithgow in bia 
peech on the occasion, I have referred to before, observed, “The health 
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of every child, and not only the health but to a very large extent the 
intelligence of every child, and so the whole physical standard of India’s 
millions rlepends largely on the quality and amount of milk available for 
children (o drink.” The production and consumption of milk in India are 
very low and amount to only 8 and 7 ounces per bead as against 245 and 5G 
ounces respectively in New Zealand. The depletion of our live-stocks would 
worsen the position in this respect. Children are the hopes of the nation 
and they should be saved from the evils of malnutrition. On the contrary, 
ever\ effort should be made to give them more nutrient and well-balanced 
diets. The position, therefore, cannot be viewed with equanimity. 
Coi^tituted as they are, the Government are incapable of making arrange- 
ments for an early replacement of the number of cattle that are now being 
slaughtered. The present rate of cattle slaughter therefore constitutes a 
real danger to the rehabilitation of our agricultural economy now, and in 
the post-war period and to the health of our future generations. Immediate 
action is, therefore, called for. The Government should bestir them.selves 
and give up their policy of inaction. 

The problem has two facets and has therefore to be tackled on two fronts. 
One i.s that of the demand for abnormal food-hUi>pl\ and the other a rapidly 
dwindling supply of live-stocks. As regards the demand for abnormal food- 
eupply, it shall have to be satisfied, lint I would differ us to the manner 
in which it is being allowed to he satisfie<l hy the authorities 1 would 
rather suggest tliat so fur as the re(|uirement.s of th(‘ Defence* fon'es and 
the prisoners of war are concerned, as also .some portion ot civi! consunii)- 
tion, meat should he imported from other Allied ('ountnes, e.g., I'nited 
States of America, Australia and New Ze‘alam} ami that His l^lajestv's 
Government should he requested, tliremgh the Government of India, to make 
arrangements for its importation. And in view of the easier shipping 
posiMon because of a turn in the tide of the war, I am of opinion that the 
necessary shipping space can he easily found, a consideration that has 
prompter! tlie Government, as part of their anti-intintionaiy programme, to 
import more finished ('onsumer’s goods, a step that is likely to prove detri- 
mental to the best interest.s of Indian industrialisation. 1 would, therefore, 
<?ommend my suggestion to the authorities that instead of importing such 
finished goods which can he manufactured in India if suitable facilities are 
readily provided hy the authorities, the available shipping space may be 
utilised for importing meat for the army, tlie prisoners of war and also some 
portion for the civil population. 

So far as the conservation ot supply of cattle is concerned, my suggestion 
is tliat proper checks should he instituted so that cattle which can be used 
■either for transportutiou or agricultural operations, as also bullocks up to 
the age of 12 years, i.e., up to an age they can work in farms and fields, 
milch cows and pregnant cows, cannot be purchased by contractors for 
slaughter purposes. Goats and sheep whicdi are also a large source of milk- 
should be protected too. I would, therefore, suggest that imme<iiate 
Steps be taken to stop the slaughter of cattle. With these words, I would 
commend my amended resolution for acceptance by the House. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir. I beg to moTe thut 
after the word “food-supply” all words beginuing with the word ‘*all and 
ending with tlie word “forthwith” be omitted and the following words be 
inserted, namely, “for military purposes, immediate steps be taken by the 
Government of Bengal tu stop the purolia^e of cattle in Bengal for the 
military” and after the amendment, my resolution wouhl read like this: 

''This Assembly is cd opinion that in view of the impt)itance of cattle 
for all agricultural purposes and of milch cows tor health and in 
view of rapid decimation of cattle due to in<liscriminate slaughter 
for abnt)rmal food supply for militar\ purposes, immediate steps 
be taken bv the Government of Bt*nsj:al to stop tlie purchase of 
cattle in Bengal for the military.” 

Now, Sir, the honourable member moving the resolution admitted that 
this abnormal food-supply is due to militar\ con-gumption. Tf that vi(‘w is 
accepted, I believe the honourable member who move<l the resolution would 
have no objection to a<n’ept my amendment 1 he res(dution, as it stood 
previously, would, of course. le-train the rehgnius liluu'ties of the people, 
the sacrificing of cattle, goat or .sheep for rehgioUN purposes hy the Muslims 
as well as h> the Hindus, hut 1 find that my tnend has at the last moment 
seen that thi.s would not he tair nor would it he acreptahle to either eom- 
munit\. I do not believe that my friend moving the lesolutioti has any 
iiiiiul to w'ound tlie relignais susceptihilit les either commumt\ or deny 
lh»" lawful food to the Muslim-- <'r t 'hri'^t laii" Sir. I can sa\ without tear 
ot coiilia<lictioii that toi economic reasons or otherwise the civilian consump- 
tion has hecn les-> than hefoie and, as I have aircadv submitted, the ahnorma! 
suppl\ of cattle, jjoat and shet*p is due to the militar\ consumption whii'h 
alone is re-iKm^ible toi the decimation fd cattle for fiurposes ot agnctilture 
oi (liaw'in^ (if carts mul also of inihdi cow s for purposes ot health. So I 
would again retjuest the honourahle iiio\er to aee»‘pt m\ umendment and 
let u- niov<* till" resolution in an agreiNl form so that the (jovernment of 
Bei^al may take immodiate steps ior jtrevention and stojiping ot purchase 
of cattle in Bengal and the slaughter thereof. 1 hoja*, Sir, that all sei'tions 
of the House will agree to mv amendmmit. 

,Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: I aree].t the amendment. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir. I leg to move 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before you move vour atncndmerit 1 w’ant to know 
what it i.s. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: M> amendment is that in the original resfdution 
after the word “slaughtered” in line 7, the fcdlowing w'ords he added 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I believe the intention of our 
esteemed friend Mr. Shahedali i.s also similar and in view of the agreement 
arrived at, he may generally speak on it and will not perhap.s move hi« 
amendment. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: He may also accept my amendment. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I see that your intended amendment runs thus; 
“except for ceremonial or religious purposes and except slaughter of cattle, 
sheep and goat for the purposes of food ft>r civil population”. This is 
already covered by the amendment which has been accepted. Therefore, 
it is no use asking for my leave for moving your amendment. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: If my purpose is served, I need not move it. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI; Mr. {speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
resolution of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sen as amended by Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Wahab Khan. Sir, the question of preservation of cattle has now acquired 
a vital importance in view of the admittedly alarming situation thiit we are 
witnessing today. There is no use refusing to admit the situation. Sir. 
preservation of cattle once used to be the main concern of the Hindus and 
was connected more or less with religious sentiments. Rut today tlie ]K)si- 
tion has been changed and I shall not be wrong if 1 say that my 
Muhammadan friends realise as much tlie need for preservation of cattle 
as the Hindus. It has now become a major national problem. 

What do we find today V There is an acute shortage of supply of milk 
throughout the province. One cannot get a seer of milk with less tliaii si^ 
to eight annas a seer even in the mufassil districts and rural areas w’here 
milk could in previous years he available at one anna to six pice jier seer. 
Sir, we are now passing througli a peiiod of famine as much <lue to want 
and high price of milk as that of nee hut unfortunately milk iamine has 
almost escaped the attention ot our leaders and the Governmental authorities. 
Sir, just imagine the condition of the masses. They can no longer provide 
milk to their infants and children for whom milk is a vital necessity. Just 
imagine how it is sapping the vitality of the younger generation and having 
u far-reaching effect on the future well-being of the nation. 

Sir, what are the main faetors that have htought about this situation P 
We know in many districts, sucii as Noakhali, Bakarganj, Faridjnir, Khulna, 
and others cattle diseases raged in an epidemic form and took a very heavy 
toll. In fact such an epidemic has never been witnes.sed during tlie past 
twenty-five years. 

May I ask. Sir, did the Government take any special measures to stem 
the tide of tliis havoc P We do not know. 1 think the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department himself does not know. 1 rememher a reply 
that was given the t»ther day to an interpellation in the Assembly on the 
subject. That betrayed how hopelessly the oilicial mind worked. The 
Hon’ble Minister was content with denying the whole thing. He said that 
the comparative figures of cattle mortality showed that there was no 
uiuisually high mortality this year. The Hou’hle Minister was relying on 
his departmental statistics — who does not know their value — but will not 
see things and look around with his own eyes. Sir, it force.s me to the 
only conclusion that nothing whatsoever was done by the Government to 
counteract the terrible epidemic that so heavily depleted the number of 
cattle in the province. 
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Sir, leaving aside that question, let me now turn to the other and by far 
the more important factor which has been responsible for creating the 
present situation, I mean, heavy and indiscriminate purchase of cattle by 
contractors for supplj^ of meat for military consumption. Sir, go to any 
Tillage fair or hat where cattle is brought for sale, and you will find a new 
spectacle. Live cows and bullocks are being w’eighed in the balance and 
are being sold to the contractors at certain rupees per maund at a very high 
price. Even milch cows are not spared. Healthy and useful bullocks used 

for purposes of cultivation have become scarce. Driven by hunger and 

starvation people were compelled to sell them while the rapacious contractors 
who are scouring the countryside in search of more and more cattle were 
only too eager to offer attractive prices as an additional inducement to the 
famished cultivators. 

Sir, on a modest computation, Uengal has lost at least fifty per cent, 

of her cattle population during the last two years. Sir, if this huge 

slaughter continues unchecked, there will be no cattle available in the 
country for agriculture and milk-supply. We will realise the actual posi- 
tion after a month or two when the problem ot cultivating land.s will have 
to be faced. 

Sir, the question now is what steps the (tqvernmeni of llengal have 
taken to meet thi.s unparallelled situation. We are not aware of any step 
being taken hy them at all. Possibly the Hon'hle Minister will say, “What 
can w’e do, when Hengal has to feed .Nome lakh.s of white soldiers. It is a 
war problem over which we have no c(jntrol.’' This plea of war cannot 
absolve them from then resixinsihilit y. A Ministry responsible to tlie 
people cannot ignore such vital problems of life and deatli to flu* teeming 
millions of the j)r()viiice. Sir, the preservation of cattle is now an acute 
all-India (juc.stion, though it happens to he acute.st in Bengal. How^ liave 
the other Provincial Governments tackled this matter!' Sir, I havt* liad 
quite a recent experience of tlie condition pievailing in Pppei India in this 
respect and I can say no other jiiovince has }>e«*n suflering a.s much as Bengal 
is doing. And set other Provincial Govfi nineiits have been more active, 
energetic and more alive to the realities <>f th<‘ situation. 

Sir the Central Province.s (government has already prohibited slaughter 
of milch arnl pregnant cows up to nine years of age. The Bombay (fovern- 
ment has issued an order that drought hulloekr* jihysically fit ami below 
the age of ten \ears, cows in milk and cows in calf shall not be shiughtere<l 
or acquired or tran.sferred for purposes ot slaughter. Bn*a(*h of this onler 
is punishable by forfeiture to the Crown ot any such animal in addition to 
the penalty of imprisonment for a term extending to three years or fine or 
both. The Government of Bihar bus also issued a notification on similar 
lines making the slaughter of this category of cattle an offence liable to 
both fine and imprisonment. 

Sir, it is the Government of India which took the earliest action on this 
subject. His Excellency the Viceroy issued a notification as early as June 
last year, under the Defence of India Rules, prohibiting the slaughter of 
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tow» ill milk, fowfi in calf and healthy bullocks of or under ten j^ears of 
a^c. The ProTincial Goveinments which I have mentioned followed suit. 
The Hon’ble Sir Jnginder Sing, Member in charge of this Department, in 
a letter, dated Urd August, lh4d, sent this intimation to the Honorary Secre- 
tary, All-India C<jw Confeience Association, Calcutta. Sir, if the Govern- 
inent ruled by the British bureaucracy could have deemed it necessary to 
take action on the nmtter, how is it that the Bengal Government which is 
alleged to be ruled by the popularly elected Ministers have been merely 
lo(»king on quite helplessly? 1 wonder. Sir, if the Agriculture Department 
of the Government of Bengal is even aware of this notification of the Govern- 
ment of India. The Honoiaiy Secietai\, All-India Cow Conference Associa- 
tion, which is a recognised authoritative body on this subject addressed the 
Government of Bengal, Agriculture Department, in the early part of 
November, B)4d, enclosing a cop\ of the letter received from Sir Joginiler 
Sing and requesting immediate action on that line. The reply from the 
Assistant Secretary of the Deiiaitmenl was sent only on the 1st February 
last, the day on which the As.sembly met, thougli the letter was addressed 
to them on the 10th November, UMd. That .shows the diftereme between 
the Government of India and the Government of I^engal. The Association’s 
letter to the (tovernnient of India wa> addiessed on the 22nd July. 104d, 
and the reply from Sir Joginder Sing was sent on the Jrd August. 1043, 
while the Government of Bengal took nearly two mouths’ time in sending 
the reply. I doubt. Sir, even if this repl> woul<l liave been vouchsafed, 
hud not the Assembly met and bad icO thi'« iHUi-otticial levolutinn eome up 
for discus.sion before the House today? 

Sir, 1 would not have minded such <lelay. could 1 have g(.t any indica- 
tion from the hdter that the (ioveriiment of Bengal lia.s been real]> moving 
in the matter or in an\ ^uly eonseious of tin* gravit\ of the 
problem. Sir, the re])l\ states vuguel\ tliat “iln* arm\ authorities, 
it is understood. ba\(‘ d ordei^ juobiluting tin* acceptance 

f(»r slaughter of cla-sf^ ..{ tattle iinlnated in Sii Jogimler'^ lettfi. 
So fur us cuttle sl.iu^btei for eiMlian coii'.umption is ((aictTnetl, 
there is no eomi>lalnt of extessne sluu^ liter". Tlit* deiiaitment 
is tlius content with leaving tin* matter to tin* uini\ uutlioritio. as 
if they themselves bu\e nothing moie to do. Sir, can there bt* a more 
shameful exhibition of crimiiial neglect 'd duty? The people td this 
province have a right to know wh> the tiovernment of Bengal have been 
sleeping over this question, ^^h\ the\ have not taken any .-teps to iiujde- 
ment the Government of India notifieatioii and why the provision^ (d this 
notification are not being enioiced in tin* piovince, as the other I'tovinria! 
(Governments have done? I hope the Hon'ble Minister will satisfy the 
House on this point. 

Sir, our demand is very Gmp1e. The re*^olution before the House merely 
asks the Government to take steps on the lines already taken by ^o many 
Provincial Governments. That is the lea^t that this Govenimeiit » an do 
in the situation. 1 think. Sir, that the case for the accept.ince of this- 
xesolution is irresistible and I ho^w the Government will accept it. 
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Sir, -vigorous measures must be taken to trace out the transgressors and 
punish them adequately. The Goveniment should issue leaflets and posters 
and broadcast them throughout the countryside. All newspapers must be 
made to publish specific directions on the subject from time to time, some- 
what on the lines of the Civil Supply Directorate. Special watch should be 
kept on all cattle markets and (lovernment agents sliould be posted in all 
w*ell-kn()wu fairs where specially cattle is brought for sale, and to keep a 
note as to h(»w many cattle and oi what (lenomination are piirthased by 
contractors or butchers. If you leave the whole thing to the ordinar\ police 
and the magistracy, I am afraid no appreciable result will be achievt'd. 
Well thought-out measures must be taken for collection of detailed infor- 
mations regarding sale ami slaughter of cattle, so that the (lOvernment 
may be in n position to take legal steps against persons transgressing the 
law. 

Sit, with these words, I commend tbt‘ resolution to the acceptance of tho 
(lovernment and to the imunbers of fhi.s House. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir. I have much pleasure in snpixuting the motion 
as amended The (jiie’^tion is a very inqHirUint question and I need not bike 
the time of the House after the learned .sl)eeches of Hr. liiihiri and Mr. Sen 
on the subject. The (jucstion l>ef<>re us is as to whether we are .satisfied 
with merely passing the resf)hition in this House, or the Government of 
Hen gal is going to take some steps. It is a matter of common knowledge 
to all ot Us that the luico <d cows, bullocks and other animals has iiureased 
tieniendousls , In (’alcuTta you cannot get g<M)d milk (*v(‘n for a rupee a 
seer and rather 1 shall be taking away your time needlessly to dwell ujh)U 
the necessit\ ot milk tor our children, for ourselves, for our mothers ami for 
the entire proMiice. It is a matter of (yunmon knowledge also that on 
account of a large military fiopulation ni tins pi-ovince, not only in this 
province but abo in this (ountry. there has i>een an ahnonnal demand for 
meat. As a result therecd there has lieen an imliscnminate slaughter of our 
cattle. The (jo\ ernments of different {uovinces have t4»ken st«‘p.s in order to 
regulate OI restra i the indiscTiminate .slaughter. The ( joverninent oi Jiengal 
lia\e ahsn admitted in answer to one of the (piestions that there is an enonmois 
increiise in the slaughter of cattle in this provime. I. on hehali of the 
j>«ati\ wdiich I lejiresent, Cvinnot hut draw the attention of I lie (iovernnient 
of Hengal to the seiious situation whiih has arismi on acfount of this 
decimation oi the cattle pofuilatnin oi this pro\ime Whatever may be tlie 
form ot the resolution which will be jxisseci by this fiousp the one fact st^imls 
that something has got to he d<me and it must be d<»ne iniiiie<iiately if w’e 
reall\ want to g-ive relief t^o the teeming millions of this province. Let uh 
not be .scare<l awa\ b\ the words ‘•cow >laughter”. These w'ords hn\e b(*en 
connected with certain religious sent imeiif.s and have been the cause of riot.s^ 
and disturlximes in this country. I^et us not he .sc4ired away by thene 
words. I <b> find that the 4 »meiidriient whicli has l>een moved scents that 
feeling which is pervading in a .section of the House. I should say that we 
must restrict the slaughter of our tattle up to a piirlicular age w hether it is- 
required ficr military purposes or whether it is requirerl even for civil 
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K)pulatiOD, but ill view of the fact that the parties have agreed to a parti* 
lular form of the resolution I do support the resolution as amended with the 
lope that semething tangible will be done by the Government of Bengal. 

With these words I supp<irt the resolution and do hope that in the near 
uture we shall see some action resulting in giving effect not only to the 
evolution as it stands but giving effect to some such action as will really 
ave the cattle of our province. 

Mr. W, E« SKIPWITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I find myself in great 
ympathy with this resolution. The growing snow-ball of inflation in this 
ountry, the progress of which Government have tried to stem all too late, 
as placed a great temptation before cattle owners. And while I think it 
oubtful that more than a small proportion of the benefit of the jiresent high 
rices of meat and other footistuffs is finding itself into the pockets of the 
ctuul producers it c^innot be denied that the owners of cattle are being 
jmpted to send their young beasts and milch cows to the sbiughter houses, 
f they succumb to this temptation not only will the health of the population 
f this vast country suffer but its greatest Industry, Agriculture, will be 
rippled for years to come. 

I myself am greatly concerned at the present high and rising prices of 
Brtain ftwdstuffs which do not at present tall within the sc-ope of the ration- 
ig scheme. I believe that these prices denote a growing and serious 
biortage and I urge the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture and his csilleague 
1 charge of (’ivil Supplies to cau.se, as a first step, an immediate empiiry 
ito the jKisition to be made. If, as I fear, such an enquiry reveals a 
hortuge of supplies then the Ilon’hle Minister for Civil Supplies must accept 
he responsibility of mlding meat to his list of rationed items. He must also 
xamine the |K)ssibility ot obtaining supplies of frozen mc«at from overseas 
nd the availability ot cold storage accomuHalation in which to st-ore it. 

In my opinion the present resolution does not go far enough or, should 
say, it ta(*kles the problem from the wrong angle I suggest that tfie most 
ffective protection against the dangers which the movers foresee lies rather 
1 the assurance and regulation of supplies, the control of prices and in the 
uperv'ision of the slaughter houses than in the proclamation of a far-reach- 
iig Ordinance such as has been suggested. I would, therefore, urge the 
lovers to accejit the promi.se of a full investigation if such is forthcoming 
rom the Hon’ble Ministers concerned. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : ft: 

(Triers 
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C47R4 41 'Tlt^ 551^5 ’RST S'^'1144 44C5 5541 4^ C4 '7H:*413R 4^4C54 (TtJl 

C4trt? ’Frt W-H 454 41, TIST"*! 41 415814 4T471 54 I 

44114 4444fn-554 ^41 4^ *tlf4, 4tWl4 ?t7l4 ^I4i f^, 14 54C1H 
51414 4555, 1*5^41 C41455I (.7141 4lll 44 4lf¥ 4Fl^ 4154 II 4> 4754 f444lf5l 
C-m 518114 41555 4f7^!T44 f^7 I 754 41:11545 C476l ^14 7lf4 454Cf . CitIV 4ft, 
CTiS 55117 mgr C4l54 414 5l4l5'4 41455 41 I 444 '4471 •!>[? BTreiSI »ft54 C4 
4547 747 714T i^7|445'41 4555 7«fl, 414 5l4l5'5 41 5755 571414 4554 

'445 571W1545 5151 Tft ?^#1 57155 74 14575 415415 71^*1 741 1547144 TTliJ 
7155 54? ah 7554 I ^154 4m Tft'S 7l74 7155 54? 55^1 554 I 

1^ 457 457 '4-5^71143 4311 ?|55l74 454 7f5 47^57 5444 514-51415 57175 4r5i4 
55555 715 '47 f4T,7 CSfj !'t'7t)M4l75H 41^453 '81514 55555 I 7'5 417575 445 
7547 5377 4151 C‘-15P 1 75457 41 (.75!5 5755 7fl5 77 735l5 4^4 555 75(557 

715 4151 44ft^ 77 104 15l545'8 75457 557 (5l54 C757, 41 f4lsftt#l5 7157 5757 1 
'll? >i|7fB57 5444 57174 7^ 747 IW 1455 4l5545'3 7^4 5151513141 74514 55557 
Elft51 -n? '714 45 4:57 55455, '■4?1 4517551 7l7 71415 7%5 wfi S7l5 57155 
714755 714T Sa 714545 771 44504 I 7141545 54 7f4 55550 ?t4 5l44l5 

41^ 3 5<fl5S5 7515 5l5 S75 7l^ wfir g«t5 ft (,7l55 V.4 T 4fl 45514551 4f4 
714554, '51545 51574 ft5Il4l 75514 54 7f5f^ 714T 7715415 7l5"1144 4f4 417811 
4(35 7555 55 51554 4fl455l45545 >34; 5l545 474 7'iMfl545 514 5l31l5l5 74T 
415^ C455 555 ; i454 '8115 5515441 1 54? 74J 7l4l5 755515 C<1l7lf55 5745 W4T 
•5|'5<54*? 544 Tft 455 4T4T1 7554 1 

7l4l5»5 747545 4551 37?1 Mf% 7«ll 7155 54 54 ‘itlJhf '34154 ^[5 41 11157 
54 ■Hlaft 45415 7l58l (315 4lJ5 455 I "TlW 41^545 4551 Pftt 4550 714555 1 54? 

714554 4f4 41 ^5 (3154 4)J4 541555 '7t5‘!l I 7f57l'3 11147 4151 5555 (5155 (5151? 
55311 4155 I (flTl 541(015 6*15 54154 4^ 7554 715 f4f? 01545 (SI'S, ft. 4154, 0141, 
tr^ 414tft5 -*(511^ 4f:i I 7V7? 5lf4 S«.i1l44 7550 I 717 5I| 7tft5 5717 ^151 
71504 ^151 5f4 W Ttftarg 7145555 f457 471 41 7554 '5157 5f4 5ffk5 515515 
741 5081 41 ^^54, '51554 5Ksl 45l5 7155 ^151 4t|5 5151 '51554 'Sllft 5415554 I 

Mauivi AHMEO ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I muftt congratulate Mr. Sen for 
his goodness to accept the omendment suggested from thiji side of the Hou»e. 

15 
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By doing ao he has removed the apprehension that was lurking in our mind 
as Muslims, but now that the mischievous intention of the original resolution, 
as drafted, which has been a blow upon the Hindu and Muslim sentiment 
alike, lias been removed, we are all happy to support the amended resolution, 
aJid now at least for once in this Hoitse there is perfect amity between the 
Muslims and Hindus. 

Sir, there has been a dearth of cattle in our country due to indiscriminate 
slaughter of the oow by the military and for that cultivation has been suffer- 
ing and there is also shortage of milk-supply throughout Bengal. We know 
it definitely that cultivation of land has suffered; Sir, we know it only too 
well because we, Muslims, mostly belong to the cultivating class. Sir, if 
anybody ever tended the cows well it was the Muslims; if anybody has at 
all rendered any service to the province for the supply of good milk, it was 
also the Muslims, — milk which is os good a food for the Hindus as it is for 
the Muslims. Bui w'e cannot permit restriction of slaughtering bullocks 
and cows under 12 years of age or of any age by the civil population. Sir, 
it is a primary oonc^rn of the Muslims that no restriction should be put on 
the slaughter of cows by the civil population ; it is a great concern to us 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER* Mr. Mridha, now that the amendment has 
been accepted by the mover, these remarks are not justified. 

Mftilivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, we have also realised that some- 
thing must be done to check the slaughter of cows in an indiscriminate 
manner. We know that many outsiders have come to Bengal in recent years 
for military purjmses, and to meet their daily requirements of meat food 
there has been of late a very heavy toll on the lives of our cattle of all 
description; not only the cow but goat, sheep, and even fowl are going to be 
decimated. We cannot have even eggs; we cannot purchase fowl in the 
mufassil at less tlmii Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 each and we have to pay one anna or 
even two annas for one egg. That is the present situation, Sir, but the 
problem in the present abnormal situation is again difficult to solve. Amend- 
ment proposed by ray friend Khan Bahadur Sahib is therefore very opportune. 
Sir, the restriction that was sought to be imjxjsed would have wounded the 
religions susceptibilities of the Muslims. I think it would be unwise to ask 
the Hindus not to sacrifice goats which ore immature. I think every Hindu 
and every Muslim are duty bound to tolerate each other’s religious senti- 
ments. So far as cow slaughter is concerned, the Muslims have to depend 
on it not for its cheapness but also for its deliciousness. We have been very 
much apprehensive that if the resolution, as it was drafted originally, was 
pressed, it would have been a bad day for Bengal. Sir, it would be very 
difficult even U> move such a resolution in a public meeting but liere one can 
do so because we are almost in a parda. But that a friend had done so it 
was a height of hypocrisy. We are glad that the original resolution was 
not pressed and that the religious susceptibilities of both the communities 
have not been injured. We have lived in amity for many many years 
although mischief-mongers have often tried to disturb it. Some time there 
was some disturbance but that also passed away in course of time and we 
Kave lived in friendly relations. But even then we know what our masters 



1944 .] 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS, 




have bc«n doing. Our masters are taking advantage of the little cleavage 
that exists and they toll us, well, have amity, have, unity, have brotherly 
feelings among Hindus and Musalmans and then come to us for freedom, 
and that freedom was kept hundred yards away from us. \W were never 
given an opportunity of tasting the fruit of freedom. Even wheii there was 
harmony between us that wa« being disturbed from time to time and today 
there was an attempt definitely made in the drifting to such an unhttj»py 
situation which possibly was done at the instance of some friends of tlie 
Sabha or Mahasabha — of course, that is my surmist' — but the responsibility 
was my friend’s for drafting his resolution in the language. But after all 
Mr. Sen has realised his own difficulties. He has found that the society 
does not move with him. The societies of Hindus and Mussulmans must 
move together. This idea perhaps later dawned on him and for tluit 1 must 
congratulate him for the eecond time and would tell him that this is the 
correct attitude. We must be going together; we must not disturb the amity, 
the friendship that exist between the two communities. We have lwH*n trying 
every moment to adjust the difference and develop a feeling of amity and 
friendshij) and have not been saying a word or doing an act which would 
go to disturb the feeling of amity and friendship between the two com- 
munities. AVe cannot prosper unless there is amity and friendship and we 
must develop this. “Give and take” k the word. We give and we take; 
that is the conduct of men. AVTiere there is a tender (diord it should not be 
touched; wliat wounds one should not be said; what grieves one must m>t be 
uttered. In that way ue must behave, otherwise we do not gel what we 
require and we do not get also the freedom, the milleniura, that we must 
have beffjre iis. T again ((mgratnlate Mr. Sen for his frankness and for his 
nohlenes.s tlial he lias accejited the uinendinent of my esteemed friend 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan. 

THb Hon*bl0 Khw&Js Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, I want to give some 
information to the House. Even before we got notice of this resoluti(m, T 
took up this question with the local military authorities here and I liave 
received a letter from General Stuart which will give some idea to the 
honourable members as to what the army is doing on its own in Uiis matter 
and also give some information not only on the question of cattle but also 
of other foodstuffs as to the manner in which the army k trying to jiroc.ure 
on its own without encroaching on civil supplies, 

“As promisefl, I forward herewith a brief Note on the army sygteni 
of obtaining local fresh supplies now existing in Bengal. In primijile 
. we are doing our very utmost to take the minimum amount of our 
requirements from within the province. 

I know that you appreciate, however, that one cannot \w at war and 
have so many troops in a province without affecting tlie normal everyday 
life of the civilian. 

I think the situation regarding meat, eggs and milk k a universal 
one all over India, but you can see from the Note that we are endeavour- 
ing to be self-contained and dependent on our own resources to the 
greatest extent possible. 
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You have probably seen the attached cutting which appeared in 
yesterday's Stateirrumf but in case you have had no time to see it, you 
may find it of interest/’ 

Thw in what appeared in the Statesma/n. 

“The Government of India in their struggle to master tiie food- 
shortage haTe had time to look around. There exist other aspects of the 
situation than procurement and distribution of foodgrains, and occasion- 
ally complaints are beard that military purchases have denied civilians 
their due shave of meat, fish, vegetablee and poultry. These complaints 
should be mitigated with the welcome establishment of purchase co- 
ordination committees which it is reported will be set up in each 
Command, and wilt represent both the military and civil authorities. 
The Armed Forces have striven to help by raising their own vegetables 
and poultry where possible. Fishing how^ever will probably remain an 
individualistic and desultory art." 

This is what they are doing at present as far as Bengal is concierned : 

As far as praotioable, all troops stationed in Bengal are fed through 
Army Supply channels. These supplies are purchased through the Director 
of Contracts in Delhi and the bulk of the rations issued to the troops come 
from central depots elsewhere in India. 

Pre-war and prior to the famine, fresh supplies were purchased locally in 
and around stations where troops were located. Tbi.s was advocated and 
encouraged by the civil and was of considerable financial value to the local 
populace. 

With the advent of the famine, instructions were issued for all troops to 
he us self-supporting as was practicable. Chickens and eggs ceased to be 
part of the rations of British or Indian troops except for liospitals and 
convalescent depots. 

Units were given vegetable eeeds and a luimWr of Indian battalions are 

now Helf-supporting as regards vegetables. 

« 

Sikkim State is undertaking the production of vegetables for the Army 
and there are schemes on foot for vegetables to be grown purely and solely 
for the Army both in Bihar and Bengal, so that no drain will be made on 
civil market. s. 

As regards meat, it has now been agreed to issue a proportion of buffalo 
meat to troops instead of beef in order to conserve supplies of beef cattle. 
Certain limited fresh supplies of l>eef are however still obtained from Bengal. 
These are purchased through contractors who purchase in possibly the 
cheai)est market, hut the Army have no control over these contractors 
(Dr. Naunaksha Sanval: There’s the rub!) nor do they dictate the pur- 
chasing areas. 

As regards fresh milk, butter and cream, u military dairy farm is under 
construction in Dacca. 
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Certain quantities of fresh milk and butter are purchased locally through 
military milk purchasing depots. No fresh butter, however^ is issued to 
British or Indian personnel except in hospitals. 

The following is a list of the main articles of Army fresh sujqilies show- 
ing the provinces from which they are jobtained : — 

Cattle — United Provinces, Bihar and small quantities from Bengal. 

Goats — United Provinces, Bengal and Bihar. 

Sheep — Bihar and Bengal, 

Pigs — Bihar and United Provinces. 

Vegetables (excluding jmtatoes and onions) — Bihar and Bengal — some 
units now growing their own from seeds supplied from the Army. 

Potatoes — United Provinces, Madras, Assam, Bengal and the l*unjab. 

Onions — Bombay, Madras, Bihar and Bengal. 

Fruit — Sikkim, Central l^rovinces, Assam and Bengal. 

It anti( ij)ated that farms for breeding slaughter animals and poultry 
will he set up sliortly which will meet all Army recjuireraents. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The (|u«.sii<>u before the House is the agreed 
amended form of the resolution of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sen, namely, - 

That this Asseinhly is of <ipinion thjit in view of the imimrtance of cattle 
for all agricultunal pur^joses and of milch i-ow’s for health and in view of 
raphl decimation of cattle due to indiscriminate slaughter for abnormal food- 
supply for military purposes, immediate .steps be taken by the (lovernraent 
of Bengali 1(i stop the piiicliase of cattle in Bengal for the military. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that this AsHembly 
is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken by the Government of 
Bengal in the matter of fixation of minimum prices of rice, paddy and jute 
in corapari.son with the prices of other commodities and Central Government 
be moved in the matter, if necessary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you sj>eak on this resolution ? 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Try to take ua little time m possible. 

Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MA<II ; •nTTl'Srt 

»ni c%«f HI 

'KStCHH ft;#! ’lift ’fW isn grflinlN 

srftigHjMiS, cronftH vni fvR »nf* 

fHf ^ HI HWH W, HwTfH WltHH CH HlS HVM ffCT* 
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:»oc\ ^ 'sii ’TTf^ ^ I ^ m rw 

3f3rT 15 ^ i (tt^ «rt . 4 ^ c? win/ 

^ ^jsRi '<3 ^tTufe^r ^ 

^ <4^; tfan#H ^ v4BR7 ot 'srf^src^ 

C^#tTr 4 move TOR I 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA 6H08E : PfOr TOR# 

=«Rr3 I torrr C5h toc^h cn ^ 

’pra 'fPi' cc^Ji TOn:f5T 1 ^^(pm Ftftfw 

C5h ?RtfT. VK ^ I f% <T7 >pr3 firfifTO *fR control TOT 

(RR*fi TOTC^ TrtPFfcsr 3TpTOr f’lTB ofi^ (TT^ *fpr fro (Rtr fVf^ trR p] 1 
oj 5^ 31 to^ i? 

’n inru 'srtr.^ ^n ?n i (rortfri ^ 

nTT.^ fV^ ’fpn ^-■2T^5r TO5 oor^ri:^ srt^ ^si-^ <?TtiR cy c ? t f^ 
w.'^ TOi ?rwc? ?R ^ I vfrn ^trsin ^mr ^ 

flffC'it ^ ^ r^ ^®fRl ^^144 ’PRT ^4^ feRn I TOrtC^Civii Supplies Depart- 
ment UTTS ^C4 4fC.^4 ^in ^4^^ control rate (T^V^I 

^'^l“ C=TRF >444 f44!4c4 iHvaKHt^ CTOTtf^ ^tfTO I ^4? '^Rl 

C4 (.V *R C4t4«h TO 4TT C4^ 44 'iS^ 44’tSF4^:jr^ C4r^ 4t4 CTO 

t(Rftr?r 44^rT4#r 44 41 l <4^ fTO:4 41? ^$tm CTO 4C*44',4tl4^ ^5t47:5T ^UTO 
CTO fe«r4 ^rr^R C4 44 ^ W *441^4 mc^ 4I4C^ ^TC44 TO 

Party Conference 7C4 (R^ W4 ^4 TOT tf'f TO 4f^ ^ y T f fT4 44:44 
^jt41 4THfl44 4151^51 44TTOC4 TOR I '^f41 C44 <4^41 4714 41 4444 C4 

'itC'R Tfe TO4T4 W4T, ^tC44 1^44^ reflection TOTTO ^SRT, ^tOf4 f4TO party4 C4T^ 

TO4f^t4 remark ^4C5 4R CTO TOTO 4517 41^ I 

TO5 4C4 TO:44 TO41 05#^ 4TtTO f4l4 ^tC4lT>41 4Rfi7 1 
4? 4^ 4TtTO ^5t44 I C4C4fPj4 ^ tp^fli: TOT4T fVf449f4 TO3 ^44^ 

44r.4 CS\l^ 41 I ^C44 4t4 C4 TOR TOTlR Cnt44l TO TOIC'J C^ TO4 TOTO4 
TO^41 47? 41 I TOti:44 4^9 — 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS : Sir, the subject matter of the resolution is rice- 
paddy and jute and whether you want to raise the price or to lower it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA QHOSE : ’J^PUC.'R 4^^ *^47 ^t41 Parliamentar}^ Secre- 
tary TOC^4. 4t41 4%^ 5CRC5?4 ^tTl !!f C 4t «47g fwfTOT 474 

5^4f? CTsfif? TO TTTS Resolution^! 4ft ^jtC4l ^ 4g 5R | 

^ frofei TOm iRft 41 Hjtcm f44? toto 4fr tctor^^ 44 : 
ParliamenUry SecretaryJt^^T *fi:^ ^4 TOP4 44: C4 >^ 7 CMi4 fTO 44 I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Bfr, Ghoee^ you need not discuss that p(Wt. 
Oome to the point. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA QHOSE : ^ ^ 

^3Tf| I ^nrw -sfcsmi ^ 

^c-s <rf^T I frorc^ ^ 1 f%N 

?twtr?r <4^ 5t^ ^8\ ftsR 1 fV ? 

^ #^1 

^ c^'fi ^5R cn 1 <4^ 

i5ir ^ I ^ ^ 

Rf 21 ^ \5tI?liT ^ ^ I C^®tl ^^I^CI 

< «. 

^0\ Stn ^ (TT^ffc^ Government Department ^ iiWl? I 

5^^ policy %n ’tW ’’fT# <1tt^ ^ ^ fV TO 

'TOi c^ (TTN^ti I 

5TS«T I ’ffirTO t55T control4? 'oT^ TOFf^ 4^* ’HTUV 

5^^^* froc^ f^ 3tf% ^ttr^ I 4^ 

^ C^^R ^ "TO ^ I ^ '^‘-tr C^OT 4^^RT R ^ 

crof^ r?r 4^* feTO^ ^TTO<1 ’PltCSTTb^ TOT 

^ ^ 4^ fr^ I control rate ^rfir ^PPft 

TO3 51} 1?TO 3f^ 4^ CWm^T policy ^ ?^TO I <?H ^ 

^ ^ I C^TsftlR ^*TOn ^ 1^ fVc^ CTOft^ (TT^tR ^C\ 

ipf] :}«f control rate I TBTfft W=Tt»f TOlf^ <N 

(TT^ 80s TOf^ (TPftR ^Gs STTO 4Rr C*}^«fC^ CTOC^ I C’ffiriF fTO9 

iFvfl '^srfr^ I ?f^ ^C\ StiFI steady 4^' f%fej i^'3in 

?tll i;vfTf^ ' ^pf tc^ 1^ 4^ wsn R ^G\ 1^-^ ^‘t TO ^®5T 

f^FTR 3t7TO T^t^rTOi fV ? ^ ^ Stn TO 

IbfSsT fViR TOM^ t 4 l f^"t7 W3 ^ ^Gs ^‘t TO 5l^5T fTO 3T:>it^4l4l 
f^'^T5’ ^fTO fV ^R^t<rr?rc®f^ cro *ftfini 

itRH 4^’<1 Rr^TRi ^ c^TO I 4^'<1 '«nf^ '^'tS R prohlemSl 

solve ^ ^ I ^C5"< ^1 ^ OR ^3* srfifry?} ’TOch 

5TO^ "Jr ^SRt^TT 73 ^ I ’ITSPrt^fT TO C»T^ ^TTtTO- 

4j7^^ ^ 31^ tffs ■?pfk ^ b^ro; ’TO ^ i ^ 'ftftr 

51U35 froc^ 35 R CTO ^ CTO TOTO ^ bfti ^ I TO 31 ^ TO 

=}Rr5 5^ TO71 *^tftTTO#R, TO?n TOTS ’ttft ^ — 4? TO C'’"3ffl 

Sf73 I 3t^!“ C^TtO fw f%^ TOTl i TOi I 4fTOf 4? CTO*tl TOTO ^ 
TO? fro CTO?1 IFTO? KO CTO? C^*rt (O® TO UTO TOC?? ?1 • ^ 

S t S c^T? ?? OOs, ^ 7? TOTC*f? ?1 CTO TO I TOTO ^0 ?? fTO 
TOC3 TO3T? TO 51*3 ?jcil CTO 4m3 TO3R I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Obose, you ere speaking now on which 
itemP 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I em Slipparting' r^sohition moved 
by Hr. Adwaita Xurnar Maji. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have not said a word about the fixation 
of minimum price. Please oome to the point. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA QHOSE: Please wait for a minute and you will 
find 1 am coming to the point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I wiU not allow you to speak if you go on 
repeating your arguments. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. You have got the right to stop me if 
you like. But with due respect I submit that I am now in the middle of a 
paragraph and when I approach the end of it, I shall come to the point. In 
tlie middle of the paragraph I 4I0 not wi.sh to refer to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No argument IB necessary. Please go on. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA 6H08C : Thank you. Jff? 

iWir control ^-5 in irf? if't 0C\ l?T^ ^ 6C\ frWTT '3!^, 

^0 (7TOT FliSsT 5r««f m I 'fli' f^lTC'tiT IRET JTTS 

ipr*!' TO "JilOT to stir i 

TTO *tta 'sm iBrir>fT irtv, tot m m i ct ^ 

▼oroyn \o (.iRt, > n't jjs ot, 4 ? n<rT iTfk fror 

'4t?C«1 C®!? TOif IRTO ^ '®rWn 'STOI Wfe JS8H nlt^H I?t? Et fSf - l 

5a^ SRmi5»nRr (RIto crrm 1 itfk c®t?r iimit toto ’Itm. irfw irnnlT- 

V 5 TO ■’ItOT, W 57 R Rt’WCTO ^irtr'UrRW > 3 ^ basis I TT] jf) 5 ^ .TO 

TO 0 ®T«mr cror wiRf^nr'l * 1151 :? cn crfn 1 'JTtTOrT Deputy Speaker 

fnTt*f '3 fnipsn nrci toto 1 ^rr 

?c^ fV a\ ftpn TiR 5r«tfri wRptnr wht ritoi ^ ^tro vro irtft mrm 

grsRf I Ttnfhr Tfr tows ^ fro CT f%fn ^ >a^ 

CTO feira CftTO m 1 >lliftcn Chief Minister, Parliamentary 

Secretary | (TRfftR TO >5C\^W!I 'SCi ^ Rffif RlftCTO 

TOC? ft(S c*tntf5 >0s few *RTOfe ftciTs ^ CTO PR font's »mRr nt? 1 4fe toti^ 
Tf? TO RtTOI TO*tT CHRT 4^ TOTtB CV1*W Coin ^1 TO ^ TOT iTO. !?•?■ TOjRf 
•ICT «IT®TO I TO <5 Ambulance CSVf Civil Supplies Departments ifIT TOMT 
TOl TOT ■slwt* 'stPirr OTCTO I C>I^ TO0 TOf| fnjjT TOT TOT 4^- irTl cTO 
•rtrs CTtTOl TOT TH?1 TR, TOTOPS I 

SJ. RaRIeNURA RAtH das GUPTA : TOTtCTO TtRtPnR CT Tfrirr trptrc# 
RTTiT TOTCf 'Sir T^lfe fTO RtC^ I tplTO: TOTOTO' TRT BR-$R !fff%T ^ 
T«R fro TOtTO TOT 'STO CTOTO TOT TOTRT TORT Ti eT fgP i CTO ^ tT tfrlT 
TOC^ 1 TOW 4Wn TOI CT TtlTORTOT TT CTOW felTO TO TOT MSt TOTT I 

TOW TOW CTOTO tot TW m WTC?. SsTOTO WTO? TOn fw ^RITOITT TTO WtT 
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5^05 ♦Ifcf I ’ttw ’CT f%iS5r ^ finr ^ TO •fft- 

5t3H! W CTO ♦TO ^ ^rtm TOfifCiR ¥f»f¥mtf 

4 i *fm r TOT TO c¥rft? ^ cro ^ cTO 5 fS»r 

sirriro ^ I 4^ ’ffrro to to btSc^ to i^s fetro cro 4¥ i to ^to 
t^rsT TO cTO«fi ¥?n CTO btS^r IVto^t, ’tc^ to 4¥ ^wTOi 

Trc^rbtfec^ TO ®Swr ^Vs TOfi i m c^fro 'TO • TO ^tTO 

(Tpy^ ¥TO^ TO TO ¥tc^ TO TO ¥TC?^ I ^’STI C^ TOrfWS 

bTO ^StU 5 ^StTOTOl TO 4 ¥!.’r ^3 C 0 I 6 CK TOH ^*1 ^ TO-bt§ 3 f ftaPt ¥TO 5 
TOTT I ¥fTO ^ ^ I ¥tTO TOTO CwTO TO¥ TOTO TO - 

btfeTO *f^ ^CI^6\ frt¥1 ft¥ TO Government agents 15tfe^ fTOuS 
Cml7 \r\j\x\\0 ^ TO I (7T^ ¥¥C^ ¥V¥l«r^ bt®»! 
^ w C¥t^ TOT ^ ^ fePt TO iirn TO ¥TOt trartvf^ir to 

VTO I TO bsjbwo ^ TO b1&?r ¥C^ TOW I 4TO 

TO^ ^ yfPTZ (?r 2 fcTO 3^ c^ 51 ^ f<3ft ^ITO 

¥?rC^ '^TT^^rtTOtW TOf, ^TOT 4Mc4^l ^t3lW btS^ 

’WS, ^ ^ TOH ^ CTO 4C^ CTO¥TC5! Government AgontC*TWfW ¥»n 

CTOt?r I f^T^FHCTO TO ^ 

ft¥ ¥5n qr y t ^ i 31 ^1 tot ^NSTt^ to i 4? TO^ft fror*!* 

-jrfViTzi '^ij f^TiiTO 4? "tc;^ ^rt^sTt^ 

•mr-TOT] ’^rfi ¥?W I 7TO ¥fHl ¥C^fiR (TT C’T ^8si^l 

ftift wn ’tTTO. f¥i 4C^ (?^«t5T ^ (TTC^ *\\ iWrr 1 

TO«n 4? ¥W btS^T TO f^fTO Ito ♦ttC^'T I fV? "'rft=^ 5TO 'n ♦TO 

^ I ^ (7T lr\ frt¥1 TO f^RR TO C^i; ^CT TO I 4^ ¥?T ^ 4^ TO^ 
TOTC^f bTC^ ^G\ frT¥! TOT5 ^ ^ bl$^ 

f%#t ¥C^ TOTT ^ TO 411; 4^ I ^ C4 15flT 

btfesT TO Wto fro CTO CTOf^ 44: TO TO 4TO C4C4 4:TO TOtCli ♦TO I 

¥t¥ ¥rf4 ¥PTO4 wrr^fc«f4 w^rr 4?rfe C4 (TTO w ft4 to 

C*r941 TO TO f%?TO f%4 TO OT'SII I TStn^T ¥TO41 ¥17®, 

TO 4t4 bT$4 TO 4TC^t 4fr^f C4 ^ CTO ’TO? 3 CTO TOTO 4¥^ 

4TO4I TOC4 I 4CSF TO ‘5|^‘f"C4‘tC¥ C*^TO TO TOl 44T-fTOC«f4 ^rtltl vt 
^ ♦fflT 5 tfTO 44 1 ^rol'C 4 *t 4 *i 5 T # t 4 l TO 43114 TO ^44 ¥t^T ♦tftTO^I 
¥r 44 44 : ¥ 4 ¥ TO* 4 tr 5 C 4 fTO 4 # C 4 C 4 TO ¥TO TO f TO¥ TO 
fTOC®f4 4n’ft4 TOVT ¥C4 43't"C4C*t4 <jf%4 ¥f¥4T44] TO47 ^41bl4 4F4W * 
¥C4¥ TO ♦Jl< 5t®C44 TOT fTO ^TTotfTO I ordinance mft ¥4TO4 

OOv tT¥l 4C44 C4<> C¥5 1454 ¥TO5 TOW *n I ¥TTO4 ^JW4 ¥tW 4t®nfl'^tt^ 
btCTO 4lCt 4¥ 4rf¥ O^s TOl 44 TO btS?f f¥TO I 3tC¥ 4TO ^ 

(5*TOf4 TO TO^ I Tgfir wfefiw* ^“pTT pFWf TO CStTO TOt4 tTO TO I 
TO4 frofe ♦ItTO TOT UTO 4t4T TO ¥rt¥ ITO TO ^PlTO I 4fir TO<t4C*6l 
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*4^ tpFfnr ^ cw^ 'q %3F351 c^- 

ir*f f5rffi»f ^ ^ ^ ^ I (TT ^ ^ 

(3r«fr ’irfipmrm ^ i (TI^art ^ ^rsrfl ^ 

ctpR wjrr-f^«f c^ fw -yiMHw ^•%2‘t 

¥4tafhn OT TO5t? TO ^ TOR I «4^ ’nr^ ^ ^* ri c5 T^ cbri utftrcffr 
Mr. Palmer c^ TOfl^TR, f%f% W^R Courts ^1 (TT ^4^ StTOr 

Ft^5f ^ (TT Ccourt<4 'ifio®f officer (4^ f^RFC^ *flf^"f ? 

4tfi '^ryjTPifr »frf% ?tfr4 fro 4 t? — '^nn cTO c^^t 

to?i tot *f 8 ■rtf% <?R I ^ ^ i 

UTfi?T|S TOiT^R fimtir (?iit<f 5^ ^1 <4^ 

CTO? "ffrorti ^ ^3Ttot (TO*r^ =?ri <ii'-^c^i i ^* 

^ ^ Cror TO^TsT 5tfl ’UOT S^'5« "rtfi? (TTOTl 

TOPf TO ^ CEftft cm c5pFt^ fTOR Ff%^ TOT (Rll I 

^ t(.*f< ?P^15tftOR TPn 0H^l4R*f ^ ^ C^Ri.4 

Sr «ii^' ^ W=T I ^ITOT ^5TOT ^^9 tor '4<: 

’rt<fpr‘f9 TOrti TO I '®4 ^ ^ “frf% to ^^TO«f 

TO TOR R I *4^ TOTR TO ^ CTOR fTOR? 

TOT f%rTO^ ^’3 tpRf TO 'TO '31TO TOT! TOTO 

TOR ^ I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question before the House is 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, niuy I huve your j)eriiii.ssion to speak 
on this subject? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there are several persons who 
want to speak from this side. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 also want to pive my reply 
(A voice: Hut you did not rise.) T waited for beinj? called upon by 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: After the last speech was finished I waited, 
but nobody cared to rise in his seat. So I have no other alternative but to 
put the motion. Rut if you all ajrree. I will adjourn the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we must hear the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think no member can finish his speech 
duriug this short-time that is still left. Therefore it is desirable to adjourn 
the House now. 


Adjoummant 

The House was then adjourned at 6-30 p.m. till 3-15 p.m. on Monday, 
the 7th February, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assemblj assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India AcL 1935 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
7th February, 1944, at 3-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 185 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Review of oases of security prisoners by Tribunal. 

^60. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in eharjire of the Home Department aware that the Tribunal 
constituted to review the cases of the security prisoners have submitted their 
report in 1942? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state whether the report 
has since been considered by Gove'rnment? 

(c) If the answer to (It) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(0 the number of security prisoners that have been recommended for 
release by the Tribunal ; and 
(ij) the number of them that have l)een released? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the ne^tive, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
$ir Naiinitiddin) : (a) Yes. 

(h) and (d) No. I refer the honourable member to the reply given, by 
the then Minister in charge of the Home Department, to clause (b) of 
starred question No. 54, on the 20th February, 1943. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether there has been any change in the mind of the 
Government by the change of time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI I Yes, Sir, there has been a change 
since this Ministry came into office. 
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,*24 

Dr. NALJHAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer given 
to question No. 54 on the 2Qth February, 1943, has the present Government 
been pleased to consider the desirability of reviving the Tribunal examina- 
tion of the cases and acting on the recommendation thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Under the new Ordinance it is not 
considered necessarj^ now. Every case will be reviewed under the new 
Ordinance. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA Sanyal: In view of the present answer, will the 
Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state if Government has set up any machinery 
for regular review of every case as provided in the new Ordinance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is the inachinerv set up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Arrest and detention of Babu Kalipada Sarkar. 

•61. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; (a) AYill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Horae Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason for the arrest of Habii Kalipada Sarkar, the (‘ashier of 
Messrs. JpHsore I/mn (’o., Ltd.; and 

(it) whether he was allowed to go back to his under j>olice escort 

to explain and to hand over the charge of the cash and security 
for which he was responsible? 

(h) If the answer to (it) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the financial allowance 
that has been granted to his wife and children ? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of 
the report of the police with regard to the sanction of the allowance of 
Mr. Kalipada Sarkar? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahaif of the Hon’bla Klnvala 
Sir Naiimuddin): (a) and (d) No. 

(h) On security grounds. 

(c) An allowance of Rs.lfi per month was, at first, granted to his wife and 
it has l)een increased to R8.40 per month. 

Dalay in transmistion of loltars of aoounty prisonor Mr. Khagondra Nath 
Das Gupta, M.L.A. 

•«L Mr. KHAGINDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) WiU the Hcw'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) De{)<krtiiient be pleased to state the 
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dates wbea tlie following communu^tions of Mr, Khagendra Natk Das 
Ghipta, M.L.A., now a security prisoner detained in the Jalpaiguri Jail, were 
forwarded by the Home (Jails) Department to tlieir proper addressea»« 

(i) his letter of the 10th February, 1943, addressed to the Secretary, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly; 

(ii) his letter of the 12th February, 1943, addreeaed to the Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly; 

(ill) his letters addressed to Mr. Santosh Kumai’ Basil, the then Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Loial Self-UoYernment DepaHment, 
dated the 22iul October and Olst December, 1942; 

(tv) notices of Assembly Questions, dated the 12>th January, 194)8, 
addressed to the Seoreiary, Bengal legislative Assembly; 

(c) his application of the 19th March, 1943, marked urgent’* in 

red ink praying for leave of absence from the Assembly Chamber 
addressed to the Speaker, Bengal Legislative Assembly; and 

(n) liis notices of Assembly Questions, dated the 2()th February, 1943, 
addressed to the Sc^creUiry, Bengal Ijegislative Assembly V 

(h) Will the Hon’ble ^finister in charge he pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Mr. Das Oupta sent a letler to the Secretary to the Home 
(Jails) Department on the 19th March, 1943, drawing his attention to the 
unusual delay in forwarding his urgent communications to their proper 
addresses ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether — 

(/) any reply has been given to that letter; and 

(ti) any action has l)een taken on it? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khweja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (^) (t) On the 12th March, 1943. 

(u) On the llih March, 1943. 

(Hi) On the 19th January, 1943, and the 27th February, 1943, respec- 
tively. 

(ir) On the 8tb March, 1943. 

(v) On the 19th April, 1943. 

(ri) On the 2l8t April, 1943. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) The grievances referred to in the letter were examined and attended 
to. The strength of censoring staff has since been augmented to prevent 
delays in the transmission of security prisoners’ Utters. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the Hou.se whether thi.s is the general complaint of all the security 
prisoners in all the jails? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think this question has been agitated many times 
in this House. So, no question like that can be allowed. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I may answer this question. 

Mr* SPEAKERS No, you need not. 

Ifioreaie ki tha diet aiiowanoe of aeourity prisoners. 

^63. Mr. PRATUL OHANDRA CANGULI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Hejxiriment be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the security prisoners of the Midnapore Central Jail submitted 
a pyetition to the Government on the 6th October and another petition to 
Inspector-General of Prisons on the 11th November, 1942, about the 
insufficiency of the present diet allowance of 12 annas per diem? 

(6) Is it a fact that the security prisoners of the Midnapore Central Jail 
placed their grievances about the insufficiency of the diet allowance jierson- 
ally before the Hon’ble Ministers and the Inspetjtor-General of Prisons on 
many occ-asions when they visited the Jail ? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be please^l to state what steps have been taken to redress their 
grievances ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that since the intriKluctiou of the diet 
allowance of 12 annas per diem in August, 1942, the market rates approved 
by the District Magistrate of Midnapore and supplied to the security 
prisoners by the jail authorities showed enormous rise in prices of fo^Klsiuffs 
every month ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie plea8e<l to state the contractor’s rates 
for the 8upi>ly of foodstuffs to the security prisoners in — 

{i) August, 1942; and 

(it) January, 1943? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the contiao- 
tor's rates of the foodstuffs given below are correct; — 

August, 1942. January, 1943. 


Rg. a. p. Es. a. p. 


Rioo 


7 

0 

0 

per 

md. 

17 

8 

0 

per 

md. 

Sugar 


.. 14 

8 

0 

99 

„ 

29 

0 

0 



Mug dal 


.. 14 

0 

0 

• • 

,, 

20 

0 

0 



Fi»h 


.. 28 

14 

0 


„ 

29 

15 

9 


,, 

Live fifth 


29 

8 

0 


„ 

39 

15 

9 


„ 

Tea 


.. 1 

3 

0 


lb. 

o 

6 

0 


lb. 

Butter 


.. 1 

8 

0 



2 

4 

0 


„ 

Bread 


. . 0 

1 

9 


,, 

0 

4 

0 



Potato 


.. 7 

8 

0 


md. 

9 

15 

9 


md. 

Egge 


.. 0 

9 

0 

99 

doe. 

0 

15 

0 


doe. 

Atta 


.. 0 

5 

0 

99 

•r. 

0 

10 

0 


er. 

Flour 


.. 0 

6 

0 

99 


0 

12 

0 



Qhee 


.. 1 

12 

0 



2 

10 

0 

99 

„ 

Meat 


.. 22 

8 

0 

99 

md. 

32 

8 

0 

99 

md. 

Muetard oil 


.. 0 

9 

0 


vt. 

0 

14 

0 

99 

sr. 
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(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state' what steps, if any, 
have been taken for increasing the diet allowance of security prisoners in 
proportion to the rise in the prices of fiwdstuffs in the local market? 

(h) If the answer to (y) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister lie 
pleased to state the reason therefor P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on behalf of the Hon*ble Khwaji 
Sir Nazimuddin): («), (h) and (d) Yes. 

(c), ((7) and (h) I have since issued necessary orders increasing the inte 
of diet allowance by 100 per cent. 

(c) I refer the honourable member to the answer to (/) of the question. 

(/) Yes, except that the rates of Poison’s Putter, poUto and mustard oil 
in August, 1942, were Rs. 1-8-6, Rs. 7-12-9 and 8 annas 6 pies, i*e8j»ectively, 
instead of what has Iwjen stated in the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the price of rice 
which is stated to be Rs. 17-8 per maund in January, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the controlled rate permissible for 
sale of rice in January, 1943 P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: i want notice. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state it Government have received any representation from the security 
prisoners inviting their attention to higher charges above the contr<»lled 
rates being levied for rice, sugar and other things at the Dum I>um ('entral 
Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government did receive a repre- 
sentation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state what action has been taken thereon P 

# 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is under the consideration of 
Government. 

Grant of family Mlowanoe to Brijut Amarondra Nath Ghoth. 

*64. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Hdme Department l>e pleased to state — 

(i) the reason for the arrest of Srijut Amarendra Nath Ghosh, Pleader, 

Jessore; and 

(ii) the family allowance that has been sanctioned for himP 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that — 

(t) Amarendra Babu’s father died while the former was in detention; 
and 

(ti) the sradh ceremony was done within the jail compound? 
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(c) Will the Hon'ble Minigter be pleased to state whether the GoTem- 
meiit sanctioned any amonnt for the expense of the sradh ceremony either 
inside the jail or outside the jail f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuckhn)* (a) (i) The arrest was made with a view to preventing 
him from acting in any manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, 
the public safety, the maintenance of public order or the efficient prosecu- 
tion of the war. 

(n) A family allowance of Bs.dO jjer month was sanctioned for the period 
the prisoner was in jail ; he has since been released. 

(6) (i) Yes. 

(it) I have no information. 

(c) No. 

Dr« NALINAKBHA SANYAI.: With reference to answer (a) (i;, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which one of these several 
items — constituting prejudicial act to the defence of British India or public 
safety or maintenance of public order or the efficient prosecution of the 
war — is applicable in the present casel^ 

KhAll Bihtdur MOHAMMED ALIS That is a mutter of legal opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The word “or” has been used. He 
has been arrested with a view to preventing him 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see your point. Khan Bahadur, you have used 
the word “or“. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They are all inter-related because 
if anybody acts in any manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, 
the one act might infringe all the items that have been mentioned. 

% 

Saouring «f puooa buikUngs suitable for shelters agalast air niBk 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that — 

(f) about six months ago a survey of the sub-areas in Calcutta was made 
by the Wardens’ Service and inter aha lists of pucca buildings 
suitable for use as public shelters were submitted to Government ; 
and 

(n) little progress has been made in securing the use of these pucca 
buildings as public shelters owing to difficulties in obtaining the 
consent of the landlords? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, (lovernmeut propose to take to secure 
the use of these buildings as public shelters? 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimudciin) : {a) {n Yes. 

(ii) and {h) The A.R.P. Controller vras asked to make ainieable arrange- 
ments to secure accommodation in masonry buildings as shelters for the 
hn.<ifee jiersonnel. The Coutroller has also l)een authorised under Defence 
of India Rule ol to issue orders on the owners 4)r occuiners of masonr}' 
buildings and ask them to make available accommodation for s[>ecified number 
of hustee fwosnnriel during air raids. Considerable progress was made at the 
end of 1942 ami the beginning of I94d to secure consent to use pucca build- 
ings as slieh **- .IS many left the <‘itv and nmsonry buildings ^\e^e wholly 
nr partly ^a('ant. The pubTu were also generallv apprehensive of air raids. 
It is now not ea-\ to secure accommodation b\ cotis(Mit because there in 
less public ap]>rehension and the people whf) left ('abutta have returned and 
nearlv all the accommodation in pncca buildings is fully octuipied for 
residential, business and administrative purposes.- 

Srijut NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon Me Minister 
be pleased to enlighttui the House whether the Mitii^IrN uill he guided by 
pulilii’ apprtdieiision nnl\ or bv the acttial realities of the situation ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I believe th«‘ honourable 
member ha- iiol carefull\ heard the answer, otherwise he would have realised 
that if m not th.it the Ministrv aie guided h\ puhlie apprehension hut the 
public apiuehensifui against raids Imving di.sajipeared the\ are now less 
prme to give their buildings for shelter ptirposes 

Srijut NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: What method did (fovern- 

ment ])ropo^e to adopt for securing public buildings tor A.R.R. sheller.sy 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have put m u compre- 
liens’Ne -rheme tor biistee tlwelleKs tor giving them protection an<l it is 
mostl\ b,\ having -lit trendies «lug and proviilnig some covenal shelters 
a.s far as po.-sihle for the .safet.s of the bu-tee people. 

Srijut NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA; Has the tlovernment given 
up the idea of securing liuildings for the purpose ol A.R.Jh shelters for the 
hy^tcf’ people y 

The Hon*bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No As far as possible we 
are trying to get thwi am! have them for A.R.P. purposes. 

Proposed improvemont in tho method of ooHootion of crop lUtiitioo. 

•88. Mr. M. A. F, HIRTZEL: ui) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department aware that — 

(t) the Ro,\al (’onimisMion on Agriculture desf rilied the returns of crop 
areas “as mere gues.ses, and not infie<|ueutly (iemonstrably absurd 
gue-se.s” ; and 

(n) this ( ritic ism wa.s endorsed hv the Bengal Paddy and Rice Enquiry 

Oommittee ? 
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(b) If 80, will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased to siate — 

(7) what steps, if any, are being taken by Government to improve crop 
statistics; and 

(it) whether Government are considering the desirability of accepting 
the recommendation of the Bengal Paddy and Kice Enquiry Com- 
mittee that a Provincial Bureau of Statistics should be established 
under the direction and control of a first rate statistician? 

(c) If the answer to (h)iii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

(d) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state what stej>e, if any, have been taken to establish the 
Provincial Bureau of Statistics? 

MINISTER in charge nf the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (th» 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(h) A scheme for collection ol Agricultural Statistics through village 
organisation on the lines of the Punjab and United Provinces is now under 
consideration of Government. In the meantime the jute regulation staff ia 
being employed to collect statistics of croi>s as far as possible. 

(r) and (d) Do not arise. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state wlien the Government are expected to finish theii examination of 
the scheme for collection of agricultural statiMtjcs through village' 
organisation ? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

A scheme has already been drawn up and it is now Wing examined. Once 
it was sent to the Finance Department, but it wa.s returned and is now 
being revised. It will be placed before the Finance Department and then 
to the Cabinet. It may take three months or six months, I cannot say 
exactly what time it will take. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will th» Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the pre.sent statistics of the crop area in pos.ses.sion of 
Government are a guess-work of Government or collected through any 
systematically organised body of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

It is more or less a gues.s-work collected through an organisation of course. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Miin.^^ter be pleased 
to state if the surplus or otherwise of food crops in Bengal as at present 
estimated is, as stated by him, a mere guess-work? 

Tha Hon’bit Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

More or less. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you. 
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Treatment of security prisoner Mr. NamMiM Siiilia, 

*e8A. BMm KHAGENMA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

(i) Mr. Nandadulal Sinha of Midnapnr, a Communist security prisoner, 
now detained in Jalpaiguri Jail, has been on hunger-strike since 
the 11th January^ this year; 

(h) Mr. Sinha has had to resort to hunger-strike us a protest against 
Government’s refusal to accede to his repeated requests to get 
him thoroughly and pro|)erly examined and treated in the Calcutta 
Medical College Hospital by comj)etent medical authorities; 

(in) Mr. Sinha has been comi>lainiug for the last three years t>r more 
that he has been suffering from chronic duodenal ulcer and excru- 
ciating ]>ain in his stomach and that his life has I)ecome 
miserable; and 

(ir) Mr. Sinha, on the eve of his hiingei-strike, submitted two petitions 
on the !27th and 2fHh DecemWr, 1943, relating the circuiuHtuncea 
and causes that have led him to take this extieme course for 
removal of his grievances? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the affinnntix’e, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to lay on the Table copies of those jwtitiouM? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be p]ease<l to state whether it is a fact 
that immediate cause of his hunger-.'^tTike is that he has not l)een Miffi<‘iently 
and profjerly examined in the Jnlpuiguri Hospital for pro|>er diagnosis of 
his ailments? 

(d) If the answer to* (c) is in the aftirmati\e, is tlie Hcrn'lde Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(?) examining his case fxusonaily; and 

(ri) granting the hunger-striker facilities for his thorough examination 
and treatment in the Otilculta Medical College Hosjjdtal for Lia 
complicated diseases? 

Khtfi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Security prisoner Babu Nandadulal Sinha was 

transferred from Buxa Special Reserve .Tail to the Jalpaiguri Jail for 
hospital treatment on 4th December, 1943. A special Medical Board 
had previously examined him in Calcnlta who could find ijothing 
wrong and diagnosed the case as one of miirrisis. In the Jaljiaiguri 
Hospital he was given a thorough examination. X’ray examination did not 
reveal anything abnormal and the Medical f Officer in charge found no reason 
to differ from the previous finding of the Medical Board that it was a case 
of neurosis. The jirisoner continued to demand ojjeiative treatment although 
in the opinifui nf the Medical Officer there was no necessity far any oj)erafion. 
On 29th Det emlier, 1943, the prisoner sent a petition for transfer io Calcutta 
for operative treatment. While his petititui was under consideration be 
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fttaried a hunger-strike on 11th .Tanuary, 1944, which he gave up on 16th 
January, 1944. In view of the priHouer’s insistence on oi)erative treatment 
and in the hox)e that his diMihts will l>e set at rest orders were issued on 
15th Jamiarv, 1944, for his transfer to Calcutta for a further thorough 
examination. The prisoner has since reached Calcutta and arrangements 
nre being made for his examination and treatment in the Medical College 
Hospital. 

(b) No. 

(c) The prisoner was given a thorough and careful examination and 
treatment in the Jaljv{ug\iri Hospital. 

(fi) In view of the answer to (n) alK)ve, does not arise. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the HoiChle Minister be pleased 
to state what is the result of the examination of tlie prisoner in Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ide Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the pri'^onei is s\iH'ering from diiodtuial ulcer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. The med ical opini(»n is 
that he lia.s notliing vvrcnjg in hi> intestine. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the (iovernment l>e pleased to 
state what is ailment the prisoner is reported to have been suftenng 
from for which he lias been brought to ('alcutla? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Neomsis There no real 

justification for bringing him to Calcutta, hut since lie insisted on tri‘at- 
ment, at (’alcutta, for his satisfaction, (iovernment have made this arrange- 
ment. I 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tlie Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to stale which surgeon or which eminent physician has examined tliis patient 
with a view to ascertain whether he is .sutfering from deodunal ulcer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was examined ])> the (.'ivil 
Surgeon at .lalpaiguri and also h\ some ])hysicians in Calcutia and he was 
also X-ra\ed. There was no sign <d duodenal ulcer. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Number of Scheduled Caite employees of A.R.P. Sorvioes in 24-Pargana8 

discharged. 

SSi Mr, BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
fharge of the Home ((Nvil Defence^ Deptirtment l>e pleased to state — 

(a) bow many Scheduled Caste emi>lovees in the A.R.P. in the district 
of 24-Pargaiuis have been discharged; and 
{h\ how many Muslims were appointed in their places? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon’Mo Khwaja 
Sir Naibnuddin) : (o) Three. 

(6) None. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTAS Will the Government be 
pleased to explain the reason why the euiplo\ees were discharj^ed 1' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: One (if them submitted resijrnation 
and 80 far us the other two are conc'erned, 1 want notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the flon’hle Minister he 
pleased to tell us whether any other ottieers from an> other cuniniunity 
were discharged ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

HELDsOVER UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

Detention of Srijut Pannalal Mitra. 

18. Mr. NISHtTHA NATH KUNDU: if/) Is the Hon hie Minister in 
charge of the Home Depaitmeiit aware that — 

(/» Siijut 1‘aiinalal Milta, now in the Ihesidmiey -luil. has bt-en detain- 
ed umler the IKdenee of India IHiles; 

while Siijut Mitra applierl on leeening eharges against him and 
on invitation from the fhaigal t roveinmeiit, for ]dat mg his < .tse 
for review by the Tribunal ituted by tlie Herigal (io\ein- 

ment he ivas refused on the ground that his ease efiuld m-t l>e> 
revieweil us he was not detained under the orders of the Jtengal 
(roAeriimeiit inde order No. dated the 27tli dune, 

and 

{ill) ill r(‘])l> to a (piestion ])ut in the (’entral As.sembly h\ Mr. K. 0. 
Neogi, in th(‘ Budget Session of 1!)4‘J, the lion hie 

Membei-in-eharge of the Department rejilied that Srijut 
Mitra was arrested umlei orders of Hu* Bengal (lovernment, and 
his (Use would be reviewe*! by the Brovineia] Tribunal'' 

(h) If the answei to is in the affinnat i\ e, will the Hori’hle Minister 
]yQ pleased to state — 

(H when; and 

(n) under which Government orders Snjut Mitra has been detained? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimufldin). (a), {i) and (if; Yen. 

(tu) No. 

(h) On the 24th January, H)42, the order of his detention under Defence 
of India Buie 26(7) (6) was issued by this Provincial Government under 
instructions from the Central Government. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer to question 
(6), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us why the Tribunal 
refused to consider his case on the ground that his case could not be 
reviewed as he was not detained under the orders of the Bengal Government ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As this prisoner was detained 
under the orders of the Central Government he could not be released without 
obtaining the consent of the Central Government and so there would have 
been no point in having his case reviewed. That is also stated in the reply. 

Ragarding monthly aliowanoo of cortain lady pHaonors. 

lOi Mfi I8WAR CHANDRA MAL! ia) Is the Hou’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Political) Department aware that — 

(t) (1) Miss Nirmala Roy, «.a., teacher, (2) Miss Susama Roy, teacher, 
and (3) Miss Prativa Roy, b.a., teacher, detained in the Presi- 
dency Jail have of late applied for monthly allowances; 

(ii) the aforesaid prisoners have dependants who have been put to great 
difficulty in the absence of the income of the prisoners due to 
abnormal rise in the prices of foodstuffs and other necessaries of 
life; and 

(Hi) these aforesaid prisoners had regular monthly incomes ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) ia in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the action if any taken on their applications? 

(r) If no action has been taken on them, is the Hon hie Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of sanctioning suitable monthly allowances to the 
aforesaid prisoners in view’ of the abnormal economic situation from the 
dates of their arrest? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) and (r) An allowance of Rs.50 per month was first sanctioned by 
Government in June, 1943, with effect from the 25th Septeml)er, 1942, for 
the HupiK>rt of the family of the two sisters Miss Ninnala Roy and Miss 
Susama Roy. It was paid to their father Babu Monoranjan Roy Chowdhuri. 
This w’as raised to Rs.75 per month in August, 1943, with effect from April, 
1943, in accordam c w’ith the liberal policy of the present Ministn . 

The question of thei grant of a family allowance to Mrs. Prativa Roy 
Choudhuri (mir Ron) is under (‘onsideration. 

Construction of Abdul Hamid Bridge over the Porawali khal. 

2Db Dr* SANAULLAHs ui) Is the Hoirble Minister in charge of the 
Home (Politiial) l)e|iartment awuie that — 

(il the local i>eople raised a subsciijition of about Rs. 2.000 for the 
con.'^t ruction of the Maulvi Abdul Hamid Bridge over the Pora- 
wali khal between the north Madarsha Vnion Board No. 7 and 
the Mekhal Fnion Ihvard No. G, i>tdice-station Hathazari, district 
Chittagong; 
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(it) the skeleton iron structure of the said bridgre was completed on two 
pucc a brick heads on either side of the khal in 1940; 

(tit) the Collector and the Com miss iooer recommended to the Mitical 
Department for a giant for the said bridge; 

(iv) a sum of R8.976 was granted; 

W the Finance Deivirtment demahded an undertaking for the future 
maintenance (d the said bridge from the local Union Boards; and 

(vi) the local I nicii Board gave the undertaking and yet the said money 
has not l)een released? 


\l>) If the answer to (u) is m the affiniiative, will 
l>e pleased to state— 


the Ifon’ble Minister 


(0 the reason of 
(n) whether he 
amount? 


withlioidiu^^r 

IS n.ns.dennfr the desirability of releasing the 


said 


The Hon'ble IChiw^e Sir NAZIMUDOIN: (a) til Rs i nnn • j i 

♦Jhe people of the locality. ' ^ Ks.1,000 was raised by 

1940"^ Ves, but (l.>vero„u.c.. haie no information that it was completed in 

f.M) A grant was recouimeuded by the District Magistrate of Chittagong 

{tv) No. ^ 

(r) An assurance U, this effc . was demandeil by Government. 

theT ^ <’>''ttagong gave an u.ssurance to maintain 

the bridge hut view of the deelaration ol war with .Jajnin further Z S 
from the di.s. letion.uy luad have been pisitponed. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Crow More Food” oempaign in Bengtl. 

in cW **'f Minister 

in charge of the Agrieulture Department be pleased to stale— 

(0 the detailed plan, if any, of the campaign of “Grow more food" in 
Bengal; 


GO whether the eoastal belt of Hengal is excluded from its oKralion; 
(tti) if so, the definition of .the area such exfluded; 

tGO what aetinn.T, if any. have Isien so far taken to give effect to the 
plan ; 

(v> what orgauwatioii, if any, has been set up in (he villages for the 

puq>ose ? 

(I>) I- the Hon'hle Minister aware that there e.xists a lk\ug amongst the 
^wers that the produce grown by them will Is. taken awa*^! hv Government 
lor the use of people other than < i\il pofuilathm ? 
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(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale what steps, if any, 
hftve been taken to remove the feeling? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAfN: 

{a)(n The object of the campaign is to produce more focKl crops by (1) 
bringing all the available cultivable land under cultivation of food crops; 
{1.^) increasing the areas under different food crops; and (d> increasing the 
yield. With this end in view seeds have been distributed to the cultivators 
throughout the Trovince for sowing on all available lands. Cultivators are 
also being assisted in obtaining irrigation and manure. Necessary instruc- 
tions regarding the cultivation of the different crops including vegetables 
are being given to the cultivators b> tbe distiict staff' of the Agriculture 
Department. 

(ii) No. 

(Hi) Does not arise. 

(rr) A statement showing the schemes sanctioned so fai in connection 
with the campaign is placed on the Table. 

(r) None, but the Primary Licensing Assistants oi the .lute Hegulation 
Dejiartnient are prc)|K»secl to lie employed in e\eTy union for carrying o« 
campaign in tbe villages. 

(h) I am not aware of this. 

tc) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to part (a){ir) of unstarred qiostion So 21 

Description of scheme. .Amount 

sanctioned. 

1942 43. H.s. 

(1) Scheme for distribution of 250,000 maunds of OTnciw .seeds .. 16,12,500 

(2) Scheme for di.stribution of 10,125 maunds of seeds of mustard, 

gram and lentil . . . . . . l.r)7.U00 

(3) Scheme for distribution of one lakh maunds of faitato stH*ds . . 15,00,000 

(4) Scheme for distribution of stHnis of English vegetable's . . 1, 00,000 

(6) Scheme for distribution of 261 lakhs of sugarcane cuttings .. 3,15,212 

1943-44. 

(1 ) Scheme for distribution of 300.000 maunds of aman paddy seeds . . 66, .50, 000 


for see<ls 
and 

1,57,512 
for staflT, 
etc. 

(2) Scheme for distribution of 16,000 maunds of amoti seeds for 

Midnapore . . . . . . . . 3.75.000 

(3) Scheme for distribution of 46,000 maunds of aus seeds . . 7,68,000 

(4) Scheme for distribution of 50,000 maunds of wheat seeds . . 9,00,000 
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Description of scheme. Anioun 

sanctioned. 

Rs. 

(5) Scheme for distribution of 42,000 maunds of grainy lentil and 

mustard . , . . . . . . . . 8,68,17d 

(6) Scheme for distribution of 100,000 maunds of potato seeds .. 31,57,070 

(7) Scheme for distribution of 56,400 maunds of seeds of substitute 

crops for flooded areas in West fhmgal . . . . . . 13,52,100 

(8) Scheme for distribution of 12,5(K) maunds of fodder seetls . . 1,25,8(K> 

(9) Scheme for distribution of 14,000 tolas of country vegetable smls 3,750 

(10) Scheme for irrigation by rattans of Persian wheels . . . . 65,820 

(11) Scheme for supply of vegetables from Darjcnding district to the 

Defence Ser\ices . . . . . . . . . , 5,850 

(12) Purchase' and distribution of Hi*i*ds of English vegetables for rural 

areas . . . . . . . . 25,000 

(13) Scheme for distribution of s(x*ds of vegetables for Indian and 

h^nglish ty|>es for Trban areas . . . , . . 2,09,450 


(14) Authorisation to Collectors to take up small irrigationaJ projc'cta 

for extension of cultivation up to a limit of Rs. 10, (KK) jH'r district 2,60,000 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: D the 11 ou’hle Miiiisler aware 

that large tracts ol land were tlestro\c<l h\ wuter-h\ ai'intli in Eastern 
Bengal distiiets’f 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, 1 ,iin a^'a^e of that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lloi.'l.le Minister tcl| us 
what stejis, it anx. have been taken h\ fiovernnienf in nidtM to remove thia 
\\ater-li\ aeiiit li in tlie area in (piestiony 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Actions are being taken under the Watn-Hyueinth Act t(» prexent ingress 
of tlic water-}i\ acini h into ])add> fields 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister kindly 
indicate xx jim-e tln'se steps have been taken —in which distiict';' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

In tlie Arial Bil uml in another place xvhich has recently been sanctioned, 
— both in the IXicca district. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that in the district of Tippera in Brahmunbaria subdivisiim there an* large 
tracts of land which are de.stroxed by water-hyacinth ^ Will the Hon’ble 
Mini.^ter please state what steps, if aiix. have been taken to remove w^ater- 
hyacinth ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAfYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

The whole of that area is infested with water-hyacinth. I know that 
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But no scheme has as yet been prepared. We have just appointed a staff 
to go into the question of finding out the areas, submitting proposals and 
dealing with them under the Water-Hyacinth Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that 
eeeds have been distributed to the cultivators throughout the province for 
eowing on all available lands, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the number of cultivators who received assistance from Government and 
their percentage in comparison to the total number of cultivators in 
Bengal P 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN H08AIN; 

That is not possible, in the case of all the cultivators. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But you have said that in the answer. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am prepared to say that most of the cultivators who were really in need, 
have been supplied with seeds. 

Mr. BREAKER • There need not be any discussion over that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is it a fact that potato 8eed.s which 
were purchased were very largely found to be unusable and rotten P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That does not arise out of this question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister has said that in 
the list for 194d-44, item No. (i. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Some of the potato seeds were rotten. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state what was the machinery employed for the purchase of potato seeds 
and what was the loss estimated on this purchase 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The details cannot be given. As regards machinery, it was purchased by 
the Director of Agriculture through his assistants. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: From whom? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Some from Bihar and some from Darjeeling, from merchants and traders. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister in a position 
to say the name of any one of the contractors who supplied P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not know. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us the quantity? 
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The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUOOIN HOBAIN: 

That I cannot say. W'e have not pot yet the full report. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; With reference to aiiHwor (fO('i')t 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t(» state whether the primary licensing 
assistants proposed to be employed have already been emplosed for carry- 
ing on the campaign in the villages? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUOOIN H08AIN: 

They are being employed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to tell us w’hether these primary Invnsing assistants have really 
got any technical knowledge on the subject? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

They have been given only some slight training reganliug prejiaratiou of 
composts and digging of manure pits. 

Drainage in certain plaoa in Chittagong. 

23* Dr. 8ANAULL.AH: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in (’barge of the 
Agriculture Department aware that in these days of “Orow More Food” 
campaign a vast area of < ultivable land is lying fallow on the northern side 
of the Paiiidaung Khnn in polire-'stati m Fatikohari in the district of Ohitta- 
gong for want of pro|)er drainage? 

(h) If the answer to u/t is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state what action the (rAernmeul ]>ropose lu take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: 

{a) Yes. 

(h) A scheme was prepared for the reidamaiion of the area as an anti- 
malarial measure but no jnogress could be made on aicount of the inability 
of the district Ixiard to contribute anv share of the ('ost. The matter is 
l>eing further examined in connection with the “Drow More Food” campaign. 


Dismissal of a certain A.R.P. warden from ssrvios. 

24. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'hle Minister in 

charge of the Home < Defence) Department he pleased to state — 

(f) the authority or authiirities responsible for the — 

(1) ai({K)intment, 

(”) dismissal, 

(♦3) leave, and 

(4) hearing of grievances of the A.R.IV wardens in Calcutta; 
and 
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(ii) the fuDctions and reaponsibilities in these respects of — 

(1) the Minister in charge of Home and Civil Defence Co-ordina- 
tion Departments, 

(2) the Central and Area Advisor\' Committees, 

(3) the (/OD troll er, 

(4) the Deputy (’ontroller, 

(5) Ofhrer in charge, and 

(()) stuff officers of the Wardens’ Service? 

(h) Will the Munster lx* pleased to state whether it is a fact 

that — 

(i) great discontent exists in the rank and file of the Wardens’ Seivice 
due to the absence of any suitable machinery for giving them a 
sympathetic hearing on their grievam es; 

{n) the staff offi<“er. Ballygunge So\ith. tried to arjange a theatrical 
performance during the last Puja holidays and reijuired a number 
r)f wardens t«> take jiart in the same along with some girls; 

(in) Warden No H] of Waiden No. 7. Hall\ gunge, itduscd atter a 

few du\s, to ]>artiei]>ate in sm h a tlieatrical ]>erforma!ice ; 

(iv) he was oKlered t(» be fined Rs ■'> b\ the staff offi( ci' on the t>th 
Novenibei. tor this; 

(r) on the I2tli \o\ond*'T. 1!M‘N tlic s.iol warden t<'riiiall\ hioiight a 
conifdaint acain-l the >taff officer to the notne (d the officer in 
elmrge and also ot the I)e)>iity Cfuitroller, ^\'ardells’ Service; 

(vi) on the 2nd De< emher lfM‘2. th<* warden was served with a letter 
No. f)T7A.R. P.t W I dated the 1st Decenilxo', lf)4‘2, from the 
Officer in chaigc. Wardens' Servite, South, containitig some 
alleged iharges acainst him; 

(r/0 he duly met those chaiges and refuted the allegations; 

(v'in) on the 14th Decemiier, !!M2, the ( tfficer in charge. Wardens’ Service, 
South, issued order to dischaige ’W’ardcn No 8l with effe< t from 
the 8th NovemlK»r, lff42; and 
(i.r) his pay vvu^ refu>ed after 8th November, 1942? 

(c) If the answer to (hWrt i> in the affirmative, will the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state what acti<»n. if any, has been taken on the petition of the 
Warden, dated the I'Jth Noveml^er, 1942? 

The Hofi’Mi Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 90 00) A H P Controller 
and the Officer in charge. Wardens’ Service. 

(2^ A.H.l'. Controller regarding all A.H.P. wardens, paid and unpaid, 
and the Officer in charge. Wardens' Service, as regards paid members of 
the Wardens’ Service. 

(3) I. Casual leave. Under the Hules the A.H.P. ('ontroller and the Com- 
missioner of Police and such olber persons as may be authorised by them 
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and Cbief Air Raid ardens can ^jrrant such leave. In practice, the Com- 
missioner of Police has nothiiit; to do with the A.R.P. services and the 
rules are under revision in this respect. The A.R.P. Controller has autho- 
rised the Officer in charge. Wardens’ Service, to g-rant such leave. 

II. Disability leave. A.R.P. Controller. 

III. Leave on ac(‘oiiTit of illness. A.R.P. Controller and any other 
gazetted officer authorised by him in this behalf. The A.R.P. Controller has 
authorised the Officer in charge. Wardens' Service, a.s regards such leave 
for the wardens. 

(4:) All officers superior to the warden in the A.R.P. service hear 
grievances. 

(/O (1) and (2) None. 

(3) He can appoint, dismiss and grant all kinds of leave to, and hear 
grievances of, all wardens. 

(4^ lie has no authority to apjK)nit or dismiss oi grant leave to warden*. 
He can hear grievances from all wardens. 

{')) He can apj)oint or dismiss paid wardens. (an grant casual and 

medical lea^e hut cannot grant djsabilit\ leave He (‘an hear gnevunc(?8 
from all wardens. 

(O' The> cannot appoint or dismiss any wardens, nor can they grant 
any kind of l(‘a\(‘ 'rhe\ (an hear the grievance.s of all wardens under 
them. 

( /;)' 0 and ( ir) No. 

(/C A j'erformance projs»sed .Some ])ost wanleus projxiseil also the 
inclusK.n of women \s aniens but the staff officer rejeiAed the projxjsal. The 
periormaiKC was not held. 

(??/), I r). (ri), (rt/i') and i/.r) Yes. 

(rii) No. His explanation was found unsatisfactory. 

f (0 The Officer in charge. Wardens’ Servii e, made an enquiry into the 
allegation ;i,i:ainst the staff officer and found no cause to interfere. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer 
and (// 1 wlieie it i- >tated tb.it warden No. SI wa.- discliaitred on tlie 14th 
Decembei. Avitb effect from Stli November i>reviou,s to that and that 

his pa\ wa*. refused after the Sth November. IfO'J, will tin* Hon’ble Minister 
be plea-ed to ^tate why wa> it tha* a man who worked up to the loth 
December was not given liis pay and wbv wa.s it that he was discharged with 
retr(»spective effect? 

The Hon’ble Khwija 8ir NAZIMUDDINs I believe a great many of 
supplementary questions of Dr. Sanyul would be rediiciHl if I 


were 

tell him 

that tlie 

real difficulty in 

this 

i case 

‘ i.s 

that 

this 

ftfficer instead 

of filing 

ins appeal to 

the 

Controller 

has 

come 

and laid his 

grievance 

in this fashion. 

If 

he 

had 

filed 


his appeal before the Controller and if that had been rejected, then 
Sir. as far as the Government are concerned they would have interfered. 
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But at the present time I know be appealed to the OfBcer in charge. But 
the matter should have been brought t-o the notice of the highest authority 
as far as A.R.P. is concerned, i.e., the Controller who is responsible for 
all these things. This officer did not do so and I would still advise him 
to place all the facts before the Controller and if he could not get his 
grievances redressed then, Sir, he cx)uld always submit a memorial to 
Government and I promise to look into his case fully. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that r»ri the 12th November this warden had actually 
put in a petition addressed to the Deputy Controller, A.R.P. , who is the 
first man to whom all appeaU should be sent and that no redress was given 
on that appeal? 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Was that after dismissal? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, after diinissal, he filed an appeal 
to the Officer in charge. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: And then.^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No reply. I have got receipts for all 
the letters sent. 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: After he was dismissed I 
know he appealed against that order to the Officer in charge and that was 
rejected. Then, the ohviou> course loi him was to put in an appeal through 
the Officer to the Control lei against that order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL • Fiom the an.swer, does It ncit strike 
the Secretary of the Department or the Minister in charge that the\ should 
ascertain what step was taken to see that the man at least got his salary up 
to the time he actually worke<l ? 

Thf Hon’blo Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That 1 consider is a minor 
matter in comparison with his other grievances. If that is the only question 
in which the honourable ineinher is interested, I promise to look into it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer {b){i) where 
it is said “no", will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that several Wardens in the same sub-area. Ballygunge South, actually did 
tender resignation after forwarding applications of protest to the Officer 
in charge in connection with the maltreatment that they were receiving 
at the hands of the Officer in charge of the sub-area, Ballygunge South? 

The HOfi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the following officers, 
vi*., Messrs. P. N. De, H. Sen (hipta, K. Guha and K. Dutt resigned in 
the month of January, im‘J, as a protest against the manner in whirh they 
were being treated and in particular as a protest against the unfair and 
unjust treatment meted out to Post Warden No. 81, the person in question? 
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Tin Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs I .submit— and I would 
particularly draw your attention to it — that no luentioii of any such thing- 
is made in the question and as such it is not possible for me to g^ve any 
answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. There is a sheaf of applications show- 
ing discontent. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of argument. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith reference to question {(f ) (iv} 
whether he was ordered to be fined Ks. o by the Staff Officer on the 6th 
November, 1942, for not participating or refusing to participate in a theatri- 
cal performance to which the answer given is “no”, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state if on page 2o0 of the Log Book of the Post 
Warden there appears an entry where it is stated “Received a telephone 
message from the Staff' Officer, South, that he is going to fine AVarden 
No. 81 Rs. 0 for disregarding the order to participate in a theatrical 
performance and an endorsement therein by the Staff Officer^himsejf “yes”? 
Has the attention of the (lovernment been drawn to the Post AVarden’a 
Log Book y 

TIm Hofl’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The fine was not confirmed. 
It w'as merely a threat of fine. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that from the salary given to this AVarden in 
the suhse(iuent month Rs •') was actually deducted for which no receipt waa 
given to him ? 

The Hofi'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is where the difficulty 
comes. How could it he proved if there was no receipt ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: A complaint was made to that effects 
Is it a fact that on the 12th November, 1942, the AVarden in question sub- 
mitted an application to the Officer in charge, Wardens Service, and forward- 
ed a copy to the Deputy Controller, Calcutta, where he definitely writes 
that be has been fined Rs. o for hi.s failure to attend the rehearsal of a 
theatrical performance in the .sub-area K 

Thft Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Y es, that is why I can say 

that the fine was not actually impo.sed. He was simjdy threatened that he 
would be fined and on that he submitted a protest That is admitted, but 
it i'^ nowhere admitted that actually the fine was realised. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AAYll the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what enquiry was made of the person affected if he ha<I actually 
been mulcttnl of Rs. o by the Staff' Officer in question:' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No enquiry was made, 
because, as 1 stated before, this officer had not exhausted his right of appeal 
and therefore Government were not in a position to interfere. We only 
interefere in those cases where an employee after having had exhauited hia 
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right of appeal and finding hi.s grievanceH not redre^■ied, then comes up to 
Government. 'I'lien I look into the case myself. But in this case the ques- 
tion of enquiry from the officer who was fiueil did not arise. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon 'hie Minister aware that 
the questioner personally invited the attention of the Deputy Controller. 
Wardens’ Service, to the injustice made to him and also invited his atten- 
tiou to this matter requesting him to examine the appeal and when this 
A\urden in (luestion was taken to hi., iireseuce, he was insulted and turned 
out of the roomJ^ 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I, the honourahle member 
referriii^f to the Deputy C'ontrollei, Wiudeiih’ Servire^ 

Dra NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Dejiuty ('ontroller, A.K.P., 
Mr. iS. K. De_\ , i.r.s. I wrote a letter to liirn forw iirdin^r this ^'■enthuiian’h 
petition siiliHequent to this incident, and when Ik* saw him he ^^a.s turned 
out of the room. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Ii that is so, i Nvili look 
into it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Witli releieiice to iinswer (cMm. will 
the Hon Ide Ministiu- he ple:ise<l to state it it is u hicl tlmt sev(‘ral senior 
Wardens of Post No. Id and also of Post .Vo S ulio were iiiiieli defter 
qualified to hold the post of Post Warden wen* suiierseded l.y non-Maincs 
fnim other posts out.side the area ami were cliaiMre of the respertive 

posts in .siiite of the fact that they weie iIk* most jiopulai Wardens of these 
respective jilacesP 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, 1 do not know if there 
is uny justification for holdirifr that opinion. The officer con<‘erned is the 
hest jud^-e as to wlio is the most suitable person, when niakin^^ tiiich 
Appointments. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reterenci* to answei 
namely, that the Otiicer in char^re did not endorse tin* luojMisal for inclusion 
of Kiri‘S fhe theatrical ]>erforinance but as matter of fact he rejt‘cted the 
propo.sal, will the Iloii’ble Miiiistei he pleased to state whether it is not a 
fact that two k” *". nameU , Imlu Shoiiie of 7. Mulleu Street, and Sneha 
Tarafdar were actually induced by bim ami nobod\ else*^ 

The Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would like to draw the 
Attention of the lionourable member to the fact that actually the jierformance 
was not held and it was some Post Wardens who had proposed the inclusion 
of w'omen Wardens. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ill the Hon’ble Minister be }>leased 

to state if any enquiry was made into the matter?^ Here is a specific allevia- 
tion which went up to (he Hon'ble Minister to draw’ his attention that a 
theatrical performaiue was ariangtHl, Now , my question is. whether, before 
eocepting this answer that it was the Staff Officer who was an angel and 
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others were guilty, any enquiry was made and any attempt was made to 
ascertain whether it was the Staff Officer whose conduct was resented by 
the Wardens or the Wardens’ conduct was resented by the Staff Officer? 

The Hon’ble Khweje Sir NAZIMUODINs Whatever it may be, in view 
of the fact that the performance was not held, we felt that there was no 
further enquiry necessary. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Staff Officer was actually found drunk by the 
Deputy ('ontroller, Wardens' Service, one day and chastised as a result 
thereof ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:^ 1 do not think it m a fact 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the present position this 
officer is holding? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: i want notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the Stuff Officer has 
since been degraded and taken over to another area? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Stuff* Officer in 
this ])articular case actualls began finding fault with the Warden in ques- 
tion after the Warden ha<] actually put in a petition against him to the 
Dejuity Conti (die?, Whiideii"* Service? 

ThO Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. As I have already said 1 am 
not in a po.sition to answer this question for the simple reason that we 
called tor a report trom the Controller, and the Controller’s remark was 
that tliis officer had the right of appeal but he did not df> that, and naturally 
I felt that the best thing for this officer, if he wants his grievani'es redresHed, 
is to go and appeal to the Controller, and if he does not get his grievances 
re.dressed, he should memorialise to the Government, and then I will look 
into it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if (joveriiment considering the desirability of making it easier 
for the Wardens who are doing strenuous woik during the present 
emergency, to put in their grievances in an easier manner to some 
sympathetic person who c(uiid he expected to deal with them immediately? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are putting too many things together. 
Please put it in another form. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased, 
to state it Government would consider the desirability of asking this com- 
plainant concerned who wa.s not being paid his salary tor one month and 
over for no fault of his, to appear before any Secretary of the Government 
and place hi.H grievances before him for an enquiry? 

17 
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Th# Hofl'ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUODIN: Not unless and until be ha» 
appealed to the Controller. 

Dr« NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he would ask the Controller to l(K)k into the j^rievances if a com- 
plaint is made to h^l' 

Tha HOfl'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a question ol ask- 
ing the Controller to look into it : the man has the right of appeal, he has 
got to appeal to the Controller. If he does not get his grievances redressed 
there, he has the right to memorialise to the (lovernmenl , and T prcmiise, 
then 1 will look into it. 

Family allowanSa to certain security priscners. 

26. Babu ilNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department Ik* pleased to state 
whether — 

(i) security prisoners Hahu Kalinarayan Sanyal of Halurghat (Dinajpur), 
Ih*. Birendra Nath Bhattacharvu of Hili { Jhnajjnir), Dr. Auanta 
Kumud Saraswati of Dinajpur Town, Balm Sudhir Kumar Adhi- 
kari of Dinajpur Town and Babu Akalu Koin- of Hili (Dinajpur) 
applied to the (lovernment for the grant of family allowances; 

(fi) Babu Kalinarayan Sanyal, Dr. Birendra Nath Bhatlacharya and 
Dr. Ananta Kumud Saraswati were the sole earning members 
of their families ; 

(Hi) their earning was about Es.KKl per month; 

(iv) Bahus Sudhir Kumar AdViikari and Akalu Kniry were earning almut 
Rs.50 per month; and 

(r) Sudhir Babu used to maintain his family with his earning? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action has been taken bv the (Tovermuent on tho'^e 

petitions ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister <‘onsi(lenng the desirability, of granting them 
family allowances according to the |M)licv stated in the (jovernnient Press 
Note issued in September last? 

(d) If not, will he be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (cn behalf cf the Hcn’ble Khwaja Sir 
NazImuiMin): {a){i) Yes. 

(n) and (fit) I have no information about Birendra Babu. Kalinarayan 
Babu was, as far as I know, the sole earning member of his family but not 
so was Ananta Babu. My information is that their earnings were much 
below the figure given by the honourable member. 

(iv) My information is that the monthly earning of Babu Sudhir Kumar 
Adhikari did not exceed Rs.50 per mensem and that of Akalu Koiry did not 
exceed Rs.20 per mensem. 
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(t;) My information is that the joint family to which Sudhir Babu belongS) 
was not solely dependent on his earning. One of his brothers also has an 
income and the family have landed property as well. 

(b), (c) and (d) Family allowance.s have been sanctioned to all of the 
security prisoners of whom Babus Birendra Nath Bhattacharji, Kali Narayaa 
Sanyal and Akalu Koiry have since been released. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state the amounts of allowance granted to Dr. Ananta Kumud Saraswati 
and to Babu Sudhir Kumar AdhikariP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Dr. Ananta Kumud Saraswati was 
granted an allowance of R.s. 25 per month with effect from 19tli SeptemW, 
1942, and Babu Sudhir Kumar Adhikari an allowance of Rs. 15 per month. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hoirblc MinistcM* he ple:i>ed 
to state whet were their |)revif>\>v earnings P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Dr. A nun la Kumud Saraswati hud 
an earning of Hs. 5(1 approximately per month and Babu Sudhir Kumar 
Adhikari had an approximate earning of Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 |>er month. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Bales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1844. 

Mr. BREAKER: Ai the out.set I have got to put the motion for the 
consideration of the Bill. 

The motion of the Hon’ ble Mr. Tulsi (’haudra (ioswami that the Itengal 
Finance (Sales Taxi Amendment Bill, 1944, he taken into consideration was 
then put and agreed to. 


( la a Si' I 

Tht' tiUf.>tion that claii't' 1 '.tand pait (»f iht* Hill was tljen juit ami agr«*ed 
to. 


Clause 2. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: I l>eg to move that in clause 2(o). line 
2. for the propo'icd words “one halt ”, the words “one third he Hubstituted. 

Sir, in the Act provision has been made by section 5 that the tax i)a\- 
able by a dealer under this Act shall be levied at the rat^ of one (piarter 
of an anna in the rupee on the taxable turnover. 

Sir. we have fought hard on the ground that there should i>e no increase 
whatever and we have submitted for the con.sideration of (his House that 
at the present moment wdth the pitiable economic condition of the province 
there .should be no attempt to levy any additional taxation, but. Sir, 
unfortunately for us. that view of things has not been accepted by the 
majority pf the House. In the circumatanoes, I propose the next lesser 
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•ril, namely, that the rate proposed to be enhanced be not enhanced by 
100 per cent, hut only by a little more, namely, -13 per cent. The present 
rale leviable is 3 pies in the rupee. I am proposinjr 4 pies in the rupee or 
ene-third of an anna. My arguments for exempting Bengal from further 
taxation hold equally true in favour of my submission that there should 
not be a higher charge than one-third of an anna where Government 
proposes half an anna. 

On the previous occasion, Sir, I had been talking in eatemo about the 
various drawbacks of the present legislation and while I was discussing 
one important aspect of the hardship.s at present experienced, namely, hard- 
ship of left cases, as they are now known, the time was up and I could not 
submit for the consideration of the House the other points wliich I had then 
in view. 1 would like to take this opportunity of « ompleting my argu- 
ments because some of those arguments apply equally to the ca.se of not 
permitting a very high rate at this stage. The left cases, us I mentioned 
on the last occasion, are those case.s in which the parties concerned — the 
assessees or registered dealers — had suddenly to leave Calcutta in the latter 
part of December, 1942, and early in .January, 1943. due to the bombing 
of Calcutta and the emergency as a result thereof. At that stage, Govern- 
ment was issuing notices of assessment by registered post and notices were 
4uly arriving to the parties concerned because the nun hinery of postal 
distribution is yet admittedly more dependable than service through process- 
servers. A large number ot registered letter^, however, had ('ome back. 
A.s a result, Government had to devise some other niachiners tor complying 

with the requirements of the Act, namely, issuing of notices, and so there- 

after tbe> appointed a number of proces.s-servei's. Tliese process-servers, 
as is well known to many members of this House, were often hanging 
notices on the premises or even without hanging them declaring that the 
notices have been served — w'hat is in common parlance know'ii as ^ 

' «ftft This practice ot le^ulted in assessees 

not knowing at all that they have been as.sessed and a certain tux has to 

bo paid by them. But, Sir, after a lap.se of two months when the person 

ooines back and he discovers that there was a nonce at one time supposed 
to have been served on him, he is deharre<l the right ot appeal because the 
time is gone. Numerous cases thus are happening in which persons who 
had lett (,'alcuttu, not with an idea of defeating Government’s purpose nor 
with a view to defraud Government out of their legitimate dues, are now 
axperienring great trouble. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Snnyal, is this relevant to the point under dis- 
oussion Y 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I have already given an apology 
in the beginning that this higher rate will apply to the people more and 
more rigorously because at the present moment they are suffering under 
•ertaiu circumstances. I am going to dilate on these. 

Mr. tPEAKER: But please be very short. 
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Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYALi Yes, Sir, 1 shall be short. As a matter 
of fact, I shall not repeat any arguments. You were also pleased to state 
the other day that I could take another opportunity to clear up my points. 
Today we have started earlier than the programme. 

Sir, these left cases should be more liberally treated for otherwise many 
bona fide merchants who are now coming back and intend to carry on busi*- 
ness in a lawful maniu'r have, for no fault of tlieir own, got lo take 
recourse to methods which are not quite proper or in all cases very straight. 

Sir, I submit that while they are increasing the rate of taxation, 
Government should see as far as practicable that all items that are causing 
hardship are eliminated. In section 14 of the Act, similarly, there is a 
provision for seizing the documents and actfmnts. This is likely to cause 
great hardship and in case the Hon'ble Minister in anj future date is in a 
position to examine the provisions of this Act for a thorough revision, he 
might he good enough to examine if the rigours proposeii therein might 
be relieved. I do not of course propose here to throw any reflection on the 
present officers of the department and I do not say that they have been 
abusing the powers given to them, but, Sir, this is a matter which requires 
enquiring into. 

Section 20, Sir, provides for appeals. Section 20(J) mentions the 
possibility of appeal to the Board of Revenue. In connection with another 
debate I had submitted during the last Budget Session that the Board of 
Revenue appeals have practically been reduced to a farce, because the Board 
hardly even gives any hearing and there is no regular rule or procedure 
by which aggrieved persons con bring matters before tlie Board and compel 
hearing a.s is jjrovided under the Civil Proceduie (V)de. Sir, it may be 
claimed h\ the department that there is one appeal provided and the Board 
is more or less acting as a revisional authority and an analogy may he 
sought to make tiiat a*» a revisional authority, the Board may or may not 
give a hearing to a party, hut on the papers laid before them ma\ ('ome 
to a deci.sion. To this probable argument, Sir, I submit that when we have 
in the ordinary cour.se of law the revisional authority vested, there are twe 
stage.s of appeal provided, the first appeal and the second appeal as in the 
ordinary criminal cases vis-a-vis the High Court’s revisional powera. 
Unfortunately, Sir, in the sales tax 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal. you are absolutely irrelevant. You can- 
not bring in the question of revision and all these things. This is not fair 
and this is fair to none. Take some other opportunity to state ail those 
things. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It was only due to your indulgence 
that 1 was speaking. 1 am not claiming my right. It is only because yon 
are good enough to suggest to me to take up another opportunity to speak 
that I will only mention two points and then finish. 

This is a question which may be enquired into and the other (jiiestioB 
that I had in mind wa.« regarding section and the receipt of notice 

under section 11 (J) as provided under section 21, and I suVimit that thii 
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]M>tio6 ought to have beeo from the date of knowledge of the person and 
not the date of issue or service by the process of hanging on the door of the 
persons concerned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think 1 can allow you to speak like this, viz., 
bringing in the question of notice, revision, etc. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA'SANYAL: 1 shall only draw the attention of this 
House to one more point and finish and that is w'ith regard to fees. I 
believe that under the Sales Tax Act and the rules made thereunder fees 
have been determined under sub-section (p) of section 26. Fees payable 
for appeal under rule 81 have been fixed at 5 per cent, of the tax in dispute. 
Under the Indian Income-tax Act only eight annas is charged for first 
appeal and here Government is collecting lakhs and lakhs of rupees as t^es 
payable just for appeals put in. It is my information that from one 
Assistant Commissioner only Government have collected a lakh of rupees 
by w'uy of stamp duties alone. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No more of these things. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I .submit that while Govern- 
ment is thinking of increasing the rate, there should be a corresponding 
relief provided in various other directions and if relief does not go wdth 
increment of rate, hardship will be all the more rigorous. 

With these word.s, Sir, I place my motion tor consideration of the House 
that the rate should not be increased by 100 per cent., to .six pies from 3 
pies, but at most the increment may be allowed to four pies, so that the 
Government of India may be given a soothing reply that w^e have sought 
to enhance the rate, but the province cannot bear any more burden than 
this. 

(Dr, Sanyal rtise to move his next motion.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, just be relevant. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 do not require your admonition 
1 have already submitted m\ explanation and 1 for myself shall not talk 
irrelevant although this has been nece.ssary in the circuni'^tances of the ca.se. 

Sir, clause o, sub-clause {b), provides that one per cent. t)f the balance 
remaining after making deduction of the allowance under sub-clause (a) 
would be exempted or deducted from tVie taxable turnover in calculating 
the net taxable turnover. To that a motion has l>een tabled by th^Hon’ble 
Minister in charge that instead of one per cent, three per cent, be substituted. 
I beg to move that in clause *2{b), line 2, for the proposed words “three 
per centum" the words “five per eentum " be .substituted. 1 propose that 
instead of the original provision of one per cent, with the increased rate 
contemplated by Government, the corresponding deiiuction allowed ought 
to be at 5 per cent, in my humble estimate and my reasons are simple. On 
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the previous occasion, Sir, I had mathematically proved that if only three 
per cent, is allowed to the merchant . 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: The difference was 

•18 of a pie. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not *18 but oue-eig-hth per rent. But 
even that is a difference against the merchant. 

Sir, I have demonstrated that with the exemption of three per cent, only, 
the merchant will yet have one-eighth per cent, against him and if dj per 
cent, would have been !\ll«)wed. it wonhl just rover the additional tax. But 
I submit, Sir, tliat is not all a intTchanl is suffering from. Here is a tax 
which Government i> collecting without any collection charge at all and 
the merchant is maintaining accounts, issuing receipts ami keeping registers 
only to help and assist Government to receive the aimuint of money. For 
all the .services that tlie merchant is rendering what are the Government 
proposing to give hiinr' Nothing. On the contrary, in some cases, Govern- 
ment are likely to encroach upon the price itself. I therefore submit that 
if (iovernment are intent on raising the rate, there should at least be some 
consideration showm, so that the merchant can feel that for the trouble 
and worry and labour involved and expenses also undertaken to realise the 
amount, Government is making some little consideration, however small, 
and therefore I am pressing that instead of dj per cent, which would just 
cover the ca.se, let him he given 13 per cent, more and 5 per cent, of exemp- 
tion on the total obtained after the exemptions in clause (a) are provided. 
This would at least give him some consolation that then* has been some 
attempt to cover the actual costs for realising the sum from the customer 
in order to help Government in collecting the revenue. 

Sii, 1 l)rg aKo 1(» move that alter the cIjiUnc 2{o), liar the follov^ing 
proviso be added to section o, sub-section (J) of the Act, namely:-— 

“Provided that the tux shall not he leviable more than once on any 
‘goods’ in the course of its transit from the producer or importer 
to the ultimate consumer.” 

I had explained on a previou.N occasion that in man\ cases there was a 
possibility and there had actually been instances ot tlouldc taxation. I 
submit for the consi<leration of this House that originally when we passed 
this legislation, we never intended that this tax should be h^vied more than 
once. It was called one-point tax It was never conleinphited that the 
Government would levy this tax on any commodity more than once* in its 
transit from the producer or the importer the consumer. It is not a 
turnover tax but one-pt>int Sales Tax. In order to make that position clear 
because there had been occasions when in the absence of a clear provision 
to that effect disputes could not be dealt with by the officers of the de])art- 
ment and no relief could he given even where they were convinced that 
double taxation was resorted to, I am seeking to clarify the intention of the 
Act, because the couria of law would not go by the intention nor by the 
speeches of the Ministers in charge when they introduced a legislation in 
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tbiB House, but they would go by tbe actual wording of the Act itself. 
Therefore, I am only trying to clarify it by adding these words that the tax 
shall not be leviable more than once on any goods in the course of its transit 
from the producer or importer to the ultimate consumer. 1 am making 
this submission at this stage further in view of the fact that the rate is going 
to be enhanced. In Madras, the rate that is levied is }th of a pie and that 
has been slightly enhanced since. It was originally intended to be Jth 
of a pie for each turnover. The reduced rate there provided was really 
meant to cover levy at different stages and for every transfer of ownership 
from one hand to another. When the rate is high, obviou.sly the burden 
should be minimised by making it obligatory that there may not be any 
repeated or double taxation. Now that the rate is being raised higher up 
still, it is all the more nec'essary that this point should be clarified by a 
suitable provision in the Act itself. I may at this stage invite the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister in charge through you to sub-section (rc) of 
sub-section {(i) of section 5(2) where rjovernmeiit have been given the 
power to prescribe such sales as they would like under the rules for exemp- 
tion. So far they could have under this authority made it clear in one of 
the rules that they do not intend to tax any “ goods' ' twice and the articles 
which have already been taxed once will be exempted, if proper proof can 
be produced to the satisfaction of the taxing authority. In case the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge is not in a position to accept m\ amendment which, 
according to my humble submi.ssion, would make the meaning clear beyond 
all doubt, he w'ould give the House some idea if he would be in a position 
to include such a provision in the rules as would have a similar effect, 
because I believe the Plon’ble Minister in charge and the party which is 
now supporting the Government would hear me out that it was never the 
intention of the legislature to permit double taxation. 

With these words, 1 place iny amendment before the House for its 
acceptance. 

Mr# SPEAKER: The question before the House is 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will not the Hon'ble Minister reply ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: He says that he is not going to replv. You cannot 
compel a Minister to reply. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We shall take it that the Hon'ble 
Minister has no reply. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2(a), line 2, for 
the proposed words “one-half”, the words “one-third*’ be substituted, was 
then put and a division taken, with the following result: — 


AVC5-f1. 
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MMflM, Mr. fntuUkM Nadi. 

•iMrJi, Hr. P, 

•Mil AR. mu M. 

•anu. Hr. PMf«|IL 
taraiw, Mr. dptatfra Mam. 

•aaa. Mr. tMlaah Kaaiar. 

BUmat, mu taraMra Nam. 
eiMtlapa^kfaff Mr. NaHpaMa. 
enaatfliari, Rai NaraMra Ram. 

Das Rapta, trfjat NaraaPra Nam. 

DaRa, Mr. OMraaPra Nam. 

Dalai. Mr. HaraaPra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

IPhar* Mr. UpaaPraaam. 

•haaa, Mr. Atal Krtehaa. 

•iasaPPIa AhaMP. Mr. 

•alaa Nahhaai AhaiaaiaP. Maalai. 
DpasaPPIa AhaiaP ChaaPhary. AlhaPj. 
HaMhallah, Rawah iahaPar K., af Daaaa. 
IPrta AhiaaP Mia, Maahrl. 

PalalaPPia HathsMy, Mr. ipaP. 

PalM. Mr. I. 0. 

Paaah All MalaaiPar. Maahrl. 

Khaa, Mr. DahaaPra kaM. 



MaJI, Mr. APvaNa Kaaiar. 

Majaamar, Mrs. Naaiaprata. 

MahaaiaiaP Altai. Khaa RiMaPar Maalai lyai. 
Makharjl, Dr. tkarat Phaapra. 

MaMak. trtjat Ashalath. 

Raapy. Haharala tHsahaaPra. al Pan i M h aiar. 
Raikar, Hr. Naai PkaaPra. 

NaaiiiaPPhi AhaNp, Mr. 

Nap, Hr. Ohara OhaaPra. 

Nap. Mr. KaaiaNuWuia. 

Rap. Hr. Kiraa laahar. 

•aaaaNah, Dr. 
laapal. Dr. NaHaaksha. 

Saapal. Mr. lasaaka lakbar. 
taa, Mr. DhlraaPra Nam. 

•aa, Papash OhaaPra. Nai NahaPar. 

IhahaPaN. Mr. 

•haanaPPIa AhawP. Mr. 
lar. Hr. Naraapra Kaaiar. 


NOEI— 71. 


AhPal Aid. Maalaaa HP. 

AhPal Hail. Mr. Mina. 

AhPtI Naklai VIkraaipari. Haaivi HP. 

AhPal MaailP. Mr. A. H. 

AhPal KarlM. Mr. 

AhPal Utff tisaas. Maahrl. 

AhPal Wahah Khaa. Khaa tahaPar. 

AMar Rahaiaa, Khaa iahaPar A. f. M. 

AhPar Nahaiaa IMPIfi. Mr. 

AMar RaathM MahanaP, Mr. 

AMar NashsaP, Maahrl HP. 

AMar Raal. Khaa tahaPar MaaHi I. (Na«rrah|. 
AhPai tbahaaP, Maahrl MA 
Ahal rail. Hr. HP. 

AMI HtMla AbaisP, Hr. 

Ahaf Daassai, HaalvL 
AhanP All HrMba, HaahrL 
AhaiaP Naaala. Hr. 

Aailr AH Mia. Haalvl HA 
AalM Naatala Khaa. Khaa RahaPar Maahrl 
■araia. tha Naa’Ma Hr. frtaibari 
NDaras. DaM Lakthaii Narapaa. 

Risarai Mr. RaNk Lai. 

Ohakrahartp, Hr. PatfaPra Nath. 

Ohakrahartp. RaM NaraaP ra Narapaa. 

Das, Rai laMh Aaakal OhaaPra. 

Das, Rai tahlh KIrtt ibasaa. 

Das. Hr. HaaaMhaa, 

Dass. RaM D sisaPra Ram. 
raitar Rahaiaa. Hr. (Dasaa). 
fariar Rahana, Hr. (MyaiMila|i|. 

Rasaanl ma Maa*Mt Hr. TaW OhaaPiA 
Rapla. Hr. P. N. 

Na iiai Pla OMaPkarl. HMhrL 
l a lMa M la AbaiaA tM NaaHt Khaa RahaPar HaaltL 
KiD I r aPP Ia Khaa. Khaa RakaPar HaahrL 
Kaanr. Mr. Atal OhaaPra. 

H a Rhsr a aa, Hr. R. f . 

HaR i aPPhi AhaiaP, Dr. fRafral. 


HaitaPPIa AhanP. KhM tahlh MmM ITHoara). 
MaaPai, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

MaaPaL Mr. Raaka RaharL 
HaaPaL ma Naa'Ma Mr. PagaaPra Ram. 

HaaPal, Mr. Krishaa RrasaA 
HaalraPPIa AkbaaP, Haalvl 
HahaaianP AH, Khaa RahMar. 

Mahsla AU. Mr. MA 
Hasiaai All MaMab, Maahrl H. 

MahaaiaiM AhPal NallM HaNA Mr. 

HabaaiaiM Ishagaa, Maahrl 
MahaaiaiM lirail. Maahrl. 

HahaaiaiM tlPPIoah. Khaa RahaPar Dr. Ipap. 
MakarlaA ma Naa’Ma Mr. Tarakaam. M.R.I. 

HaWak, Mr. MakaaPa Raharp. 

HalHsk. ma Naa’Ma Mr. FsHa Raharp. 

Haiharrsf Nassala, tbs Naa'Ma Nawab, Kha»> 
RahMar. 

NaMaMPPia, tM Nm'Ms Kbwa|a Mr, K.O.I.I. 
NaaraPPIa, Hr. K. 

Raia, ma Naa’Ma Hr. RarMa PrasMaA 
Raiaar Rahana Khaa. Hr. 

•alraPPhi AhaiaP, Nh|l 
IPRai. Hr. A A. 
larkar. RaM HaPhasaPaa. 

•aralal iNaai. Mr. 

OhabaMPPIa. IM Naa’Ma Hr. KhvalA AR.t. 

MaghA Rhha Kahaira Ram. 

•Irptf, RaM Utta HaaPA 
•aipm>DshaarsA Hr. D. R. 
ttvk. Hr. A. r. 

iahrwwPp, ma NM’Ma Hr. N. I. 

TaaNtaPPIa Khaa, tM Naa’Ma Hr. 

Wamar, Hr. A R. 

WhNahiat, Mr. N. R. 

Vasal AN OkMPhar p , Hr. 

Kahar AhaNi OhsaPharp, HaahrL 
IRhir NahaMa thah O haa P h a rp, HaalvL 


Tb« Aye* beiiig 51 and the Noes 76; the motion wao loot. 
(The Houae waa then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 
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( After adjoummevt.) 

Mr. SPEAKER! Order, order. I shall now put the remaining amend- 
ments to clau.se 2 to vote. 

The question before the Houee is the amendment No. 17 moved by 
Dr. Nalinakslia Sanya) 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL! May 1 submit that the Minister in 
charge is not here? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a ]>oint of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not at tbis stage. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinnksha Sauyal that after cluu'^e 2(<7t, line 2, the 
following proviso be added to section 5, sub-section (/) of the Act, iiamel> : — 

“Provided that the tax shall not be leviable more than once on any 
‘goods’ in the course of its transit from the producer or importer 
to the ultimate consumer,” was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2(h), line 2, for the 
proposed words “three per centuvi'" the words “five per centum'' be 
substituted, was then put and loat. 

The question that (dause 2 atand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


CUime o. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALi Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 3, 
line 3, for the word “substituted” the word “added” be substituted. 

Sir, the e.xemption schedule to section 6 a.s given on page 15 of the 
Act, has, under item lb, handloom-woven cloth exempted, when *>uoh 
cloth is sold by a dealer who does not sell any other kinds of cloth. This 
exemption was, in my humble view, provided with the sole object of 
encouraging industries, particularly in the interest of the large number 
of w’eavers in the variou.s districts of this province. The Uou’ble Minister 
in charge has sought to move an amendment by which he seeks to delete 
thia exemption and substitute for the same another catcgor> of exemption 
covering not only hand-loom cloth of a certain class but also mill-made 
cloth. The object of this is avowedly to exempt what the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge thiuks the poor man’s cloth and he has taken only three classes 
of cloths which in his opinion are ordinarily used by the common poor men 
of Bengal, uamel>, dhoti^ luutfi and sarec. He has stated that the (tovern* 
ment would be given power to fix prices instead of fixing the ^tandar(| of 
cloth and prices w’oiild he the criteria as to whether a cloth would come 
under the mjschief of the taxation or not. Obviously the advisers of 
Oovernmenl think that price factor is a better method of ascertaining 
whether a particular cloth is going to be consumed by the poorer section 
-of the people or not. While appreciating the exemption si>ught to be 
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provided for mill-made cloths of a particular categfory we on this side of 
the House feel, as I have already made clear on a previous occasion, that 
the real intention of Government in introducingr this amendment is to 
include certain classes of hand-loom cloth and silk and Shantipur and 
Dacca weavers’ finer category of cloths which at the present moment stand 
exempted. It may be argued that persons who buy a Dacca saree or a 
Shantipur dhoti with a pric^j two or three times higher than the normal 
price of mill-made cloth of corresponding variety would obviously be in 
a position to bear a little more out ot the Sales Tax and would cheerfully 
buy the ‘<ame. 1 submit, Sir, that this would he a very wrong view of 
things. Sir, I come trom Murshidahud and 1 know tor (*crtuin what 
margin of profit is ordinurilv left tor the actual weaver who has to buy his 
yarn from some uuihajah or at the present moment through some 
co-operative or Government agency after the control is introduced, and the 
margin of profit including the wages that he gets is so low that any 
encroachment on the same would very severely and adversely affect his 
work 1, therefore, >uhmit that instead ot deleting the present exemption 
of hand-loom cloth ot all categories, let the Hon'hle Minister be satisfied 
with adding a list to this list ot exemptions, the list which he has tio 
very generously claimed will exempt the poor men’s cloth as stated in his 
amendment in clause d. 

In this conuec'tion, Sir, >hall 1 move the other amendments alsoP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you are permitted. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. 1 have another amendment to the 
same i laiise whicli 1 move, namely, that in «1 uum‘ d, column 2 ot the 
Schedule tor the whole pioposed w(»rding substitute the following: 

' When the si aiiilards of manufacture ot .silch dhofu"^, hnij/ii'n and Korvas 
are not of (jualitie.s higher than those prescriiied by the Provincial 
iiovernmeiit. ” 

Sir, the Government scheme is that in the schedule itself there will he an 
exemption of an indefinite character and this h sought to be governed h\ 
the following words that “when the sale price of dhoti, hniyi or sorer, does 
not exceed such amount as the IVovinnal Govern men t ma,\ fix in respc.’t 
of dhotis, luugis or hirers, as the ease max be, b\ notification in the 
ofivtal gazette ' . Sir, 1 have never come across a taxation measure which 
keeps the commoditx to be taxed so delightfully vague. Neither the 
merchants nor the manutacturers and tai less the consumers will be in a 
position to know sufficiently in advance what a/ tide or artitdes are going 
to be subjected to taxation or not. (Tovernment here retains plenary 
powers to fix any price as the upper limit for different categories of articles 
to be exempted from the ojjeration of the Sales Tax and the Government is 
also tree to fix such price or prices from time to time. 

Now, Sir, supposing today, the 7th of February, 1944, a merchant in 
calculating his margin for inducing him to import certain category of 
cloths calculates on a price now operating in the market and he brings 
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certain coin modi ties from outside. After he has brought the same the 
Government introduces a new measure of taxation and raises the price in 
such a way that the merchant is not in a position to sell. It would not be 
fair to keep the commodity to be taxed so delightfully indefinite. I have 
therefore proposed that instead of relying on the price factor as the basis of 
taxation, let the Government fix the standard of manufacture as the basis. 
In regard to cotton piecegoods or even silk goods it is always possible to 
rely upon certain categories of manufacturer’s standard based upon the 
counts of yarn that enter into the manufacture of particular class or classes 
of cloths and the lower denier of silk filature in the case of silk piecegoods, 
and counts in case of cotton goods — u certain count, say 40 or JM) — may be 
exempted. (Cloths of that (‘ategorv and below, that is coarser than that count 
would thereby be exempted. But, if price is the factor, it will always be 
a changeable factor. Today, because of high prices of commodities all 
through, the standard cloth — not the standard xdoth in the technical sense 
of the word but the cloth which is ordinarily used by an ordinary cultivator 
in Bengal sells at Rs. r> to Rs. 0 per pair, but in normal times this cloth 
would sell *at something like Rs. 1-10 to Rs. 1-12 only per pair. If Govern- 
ment fixes a price as a limit of exemption it will always have to vary the 
limit from time to time and it w'ould lead to endless complications. My 
submission, therefore, is that instead of entries under column 2 of the 
schedule as proposed by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, let the proposed 
schedule be worded in the manner that I have suggested, that is to say, the 
standards of manufacture of dhoiis, and snrrva be taken as a basis for 

exemption and not tiieir pri<‘e. 

Sir, I liuvc also a third amendment to move im this clause, namelv, 
amendment No. 20, whi^ h I take this opportunity to move to save the time 
of the House, and 1 move that in clause d, column 1 of the Schedule after 
the word ''lunijivs" iu line I, the word "cfuuhbirs", he added. 

1 hardly need any argument to prove that chaddar is as important a 
necessity for our poorer section both for purposes of protecting themselves 
against weather and climatic conditions and winter as also for bed sheets 
that it would be extremely unfair that when we are allowing exemption on 
iunffta, dhotu anti .Humx we .should not include there one other item, Sir, 

1 should think that Government would have done well to include also in the 
exemptions certain categories of shirtings or clothing. The .specified exemp- 
tion of dhotis, lungts and sarees creates obvious difficulty. There is hardlv 
any family in Bengal now. even the poor cultivator’s family, that does not 
buy certain classes of underwear like genjis or some coarse shirtings for 
covering or for enabling their children and womenfolk to have some kind of 
protection for their Imdy. Now, I submit, Sir, that if Government has been 
generous to exempt dhotis, lungts and sarees 1 do not see why chadd<ir 
should not also be exempted and why certain other classes of clothings 
which are ordinarily used by the poorer and humbler section of the middle 
classes in Bengal should also not be exempted. 

With these words. Sir, I commend all these three motions for the 
acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. 4. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker. Sir, in ri^iujj: to 8|)«nk 1 nm not 
doing: so because I am in complete accord with all that Dr. Sanyal has aaid 
in moving his amendments, but 1 do so from a sense of sympathy for the 
handloom w^eavers. At all times in this House, we have encouraged and 
done everything to encourage handloom weaving. The Hon'ble Minister 
has stated that his intention in putting this clause in the Bill is to tax the 
expensive cloths made by handloom weavers, but if manufactured cloth is to 
compete with handloom w’oven cloth then handloom woven cloth has no 
chance and I think now' the Hon’ble Minister should state clearly to all 
sections of this House what bis intentions really are, so that the members 
may be assured that the handloom weaving industry is not going to l>e 
jeopardised in any way. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motions that have been moved by my honourable friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. As 1 had some hand in securing exemption for 
handloom cloth when the original Bill was under discussion 1 should say 
something on the subject. 

Sir, it was on the bth March. IIMI, when the rvchediile of the original 
Bill was being considered that I moved a motion in the following terms, 
viz., that “cotton, cotton yarn and any cloth w'ovcn by handloom and sold 
by person^ dealing exclusively in such cloth” should be exempted. But» 
Sir, the ( joveniment could not agree to that proposition although it w'as 
clear!) put torward in tlic interest of handloom jirodmed (‘otton cloth and 
particularly of what is known all over the country as kluMar, 1 had not 
80 mu( li the handloom industry in general in my mind when I moved the 
motion tor the protection ol such cotton cloth and kfunlflar, but, Sir, the 
<TOvernment at that time could not accept m> suggestion, and the suggestion 
that was put forward h\ (lovernment for amending tin* motion tabled by me 
was that if I desired to get handloom cloth exempted, then all handloom 
woven cloth when sold by a person exclusively dealing in such cloth should 
be exempted, i.e,, not einiply cotton cloth but ail handloom woven cloth 
should be exempted. And it was at the suggestion ot the Government that 
I amended my amendment and put it forw'ard in the shape in w’hich it 
appears as item 1(1 of the .schedule of exemptions, namely, “all handloom 
woven cloth when aold by a dealer who does not sell any other kinds of 
cloth”. Sir, you will see that our anxiety was to secure exemption tor 
cotton cloth but Government at that time suggesteil that all classes of hand- 
loom cloth should be exempted and now the Hon’ble Mr. Goswaini comes 
forward to tell us that such an exemption would not work for the benefit of 
the j>oorer peojile, on the contrary .‘'Uch highl\ jirerious things as Benarasi 
iaree and Dacca or Santipur saree might well be excluded from exemption. 
It doe.s not lie in the mouth of Government now to say so, because it was at 
the suggestion of Government that I had to ameud my amendment and the 
amendment was accepted by Government in the broad term in which the 
^emption appears now in the schedule as item No. 16. So, Sir, if Oovero- 
ment has become wise after the event — the event of which many of us are 
aware, namely, the case that has been, it is reported, instituted by a certain 
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(tompany and which OoTernmeBt ia almost surely going to lose — in that 
case, Sir, the Act may stand corrected and we may also agree with the 
Government that Henarasi aarees and all .such fabrics and cotton cloth of 
higher count yarn should not be exempted. But, Sir, what ofFence has been 
committed by khiddar? What offence has been committed by lower count 
cotton cloth produced by handloom that it should not be exempted clearly 
from the operation of the Act. I suppose that the Hon’ble ‘Minister in 
charge ha.s been either imposed upon by the Department or, Sir, he is 
moving in this matter with a preconceived bias. (At this stage Mr. A. K. 
Fajslul Huq entered Ihe Ghamber amidst cheers from the Opposition 
benches.) 

Sir, 1 would ask Government to apply its mind to this question and to 
accept suf'h a motion as will ensure the exemption of khaddat and lower 
count cotton cloth. That may be achieved in a simple manner by only 
introducing the words “cotton cloth of lower count” instead of the word 
“cloth” in the terms of exemption that now appear in the Act. I do not 
know why Mr. Goswami will not favourably consider the suggestion and 
will not retain the exemption that is now enjoyed by khndd/ir and other 
handloom woven cotton cloths of yarns of lower count.s. 


Mr. 8U KUMAR DUTT : Mr Speaker, Sir. (TT amendment 

iicropr ^ I Hand-loomil 

exemption 15^ "5B ScvfT ^ ^ 

Ci1t¥ oonaumer wwr ^ WRm — 

'*rtns[ I competition ij 

BTI, WKTR (TT iJ’R ^ 

TJWPff y ar c^ 1 ^ 

PrC^T? ^ (TT^ C? exemption 

C*nn C*nn af' indirect form of 8ul)8idy. 

C? (TT^ fro I 

cum fw3 

jpr firj ^ c^fVm c*Kc^ ^ c*r 

argument ^ I Ft^ nif^ *^1%^ ’Ttf®# ^ 

’Ttf^ eg greg grwf gi gnr gwrg 

g grc g l ggFspTR mainUined la^ 1 (7^ gg 

gtf^ r.g»rt *rtcgg gr^ gft ^ ^rtgr ggi gu — ^stgisr ’^regrg^ geg feRr 

’firg, cgtgi *tgtg 1 vijtR firtrsTg 

^gg trigf gg» gtg] ^itng g^^ cgTF ^wg ^rtgr i ^grrg 
^g^cgc«frg ^trgFg C3rt¥ g*tgi #n gfg ^ cgftiRi ygf egegg ^ggt otegg "stgig 
^itlgigg eg ^ Smr itgi ^t1%cgg ggtgt g^tggi i ^ifg 
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Hon’ble Minister \5fC?n CSC^ 

exemption4|^ ^ ’TSt^Rl I 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Sptaker. Sir. 
the question of j^iving protection to khathlar and hundlooni industry is not 
to hf‘ dismissed as a mere matter ol sentiment. \Ve all have considerable 
sentiment on this subject. It is a noble sentiment and 1 think that even 
for the good ot the country it is a sentiment which ought to be encouraged. 
As I explained, on tlie last occasion when this Bill was under discussion in 
the House, my object in increasing the Sales Tax was merely U> get soma 
more revenue. There are many (vther ways in which encouragement can 
given to the handloom industry much more effectively than hy merely 
putting the handloom woven cloth on the exemption list of this Bill. I 
have already given an assurance to the House that in fixing the different 
price levels for taxafion I shall differentiate between the handloom woTeB 
cloth and mill-made cloth in the exercise ot my rule-making power. I 
think that the prices can be so fixed as largely to eliminate (Competition 
between the handloom industry ami the mill industr\ . In this T shall 
endeavour to consult the interests concerned as best as I can. But I would 
like the House to realise that the ohjeet of the Sales Tax is merely revenue. 
Frankly speaking, there is no question of theories about direct taxation 
or indirect taxation It is just a device, a v(*ry <‘onvenient device, for the 
(jovernment wliicli needs mone\ to raise more money. The (jneation of 
competitu)n between the mills and handl(»om is a vital question and it 
cannot be ignored by any Government. But with the assurance that 1 haxo 
given the House will appreciate ni\ position and the honourable member 
will not press his motion for amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL8 What about (»ther tu(» jiointsy 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Ah regards ehaddat. 

1 am sure that it is not an absolute necessity of the poor. In that case you 
would have to include woollen goods whiidi may be considered as a necessity. 
But the whole point is that even with the exemption^ already proposed the 
purpose of the amendment can he served because rfiaddnr as the ordinary 
man use^ it is really a small dhnti. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You want the merchants to declare it 
as dhoti. 

The Hon’blo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMt: 1 do nut see very 
much point in that. As regards the other point raised about the fixation of 
quality instead of price, it would l>e impossible to (diei’k the quality; that is 
the only reason why I propose the basis of price to avoid undue exemption. 
The po.ssibility of exempting on the basis of prices in the rule-making 
power of Government is sugge.sted by the fact that the present pric.e level 
is exceedingly high ; it is so abnormally high that it is bound to come 
down. I do not wLsh to fake up more time of the House. I think, I have 
made my position sufficiently clear and understandable. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 3, line 3, for the 
word “substituted” the word “added” be substituted, was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 

AYEl-tt. 


AMal WalMS, MmIvI. 

A»« NMMis liiliar, MmIvU 
Atinrfyt ClMvilisry, ■•fearaja taaki ftaata. at 
■aktafaalia, HyaMailafh. 

AbMtf AH EaaytiHafl. Khaa Bahaiar Maaiaaa. 
AalaiaMta AliaMi. Mr. 

•airaSSala. Mr. tfttf. 
laaar|ta, Mr. fraaialka Hath. 

•aaarll, Mr. H. 

•vat AH, Mr. M«. 

•anaa. Mr. PaiHlH. 

•araian, Mr. UpaaSra Nalh. 

Baia, Mr. taalaMi Kaaiar. 

•lawat, Mr. taraatfra NMh. 

•iMllapaHiifaf, Mr. Naripaia. 

PkaaMiari. Hal HaraaPra NaU. 

Oai, BaPa BaPPaaalk. 

Bai Bapla. Or. 4. M. 

Oaa Bapla, trilal Naraaira Balk. 

Oitta, Mr. BMraaira Balk. 

Mri Mr. NaraaPra Balk. 

Oatta. Mr. lakaaiar. 

BPBar, Mr. UpaaPraaatk. 

— Papal Napaa, KaaL 
PaMal Map. Mr. A. K. 

•laaaPPla AkaMP, Mr. 

•alaai Bakkaal AkaaiaP. Maatal. 

BjaaaPPIa AkaMP OkaaPkarf, AlkaPJ. 

NaMkaHak, Baarak BakaPar K.. al Oaaaa. 

Naaaa All OkaaPkarf. Mr. lyaP. 

NaiNai AM Kkaa, Kkaa BakaPar Maalal. 

IPrIa AkaiaP Mia. Maalal. 

PalalaPPIa Naakaaiy. Mr. lyaP. 

•Palaa, Mr. I. D. 


Paaak AH MplaaMar, Maalai. 

Kkaa. Mr. Ba k aaPra LaM. 

Kaapa. Mr. MItkMka Balk. 

UkiH. Baka Aakalaak. 

Makt^ MakaraJaPMrala BakaPar UPay Bkaap, af 
BarParaa. 

Mali, Mr. APwaHa Kaaiar. 

MaJaaMar. Mra. NaaMprava. 

Maairanaaiaa lilaaiakaPi, Maaiaaa MP. 

MakaaiaiaP Afiai. Kkaa BakaPar MaaHH lyaP. 
Makkarji. Dr. Ikarat Okaapra. 

MaNlak. IrIJat Atkalaak. 

BaaPy. Makara)t kriaakaapra, af Oaaaiaikatar. 

Baakar. Mr. Haai OkaaPra. 

Paal, Hr Mari laakar. 

BaailiaPPIa AkaiaP. Mr. 

Bay. Mr. Okara Okaapra. 

Hay. Mr. Kaaialkritkaa. 

Kay. Mr. Kiraa laakar. 

Kay. Mr. Maaaalka Balk. 

Hay. Mr. Patiraai. 
laaaaMak. Dr. 
kaayai. Dr. BMIaakika. 
laayal. Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 

•aa. Mr. Okiraapra Batk. 

laa, Jagatk OkaaPra, Hal BakaPar. 

IkakaPaH. Mr. 
tkaaiiaPPIa AkmaP, Mr. 

IkaaiMPPia AkmaP Kaaikar, Mr. 
iar, Mr. NaraaPra Kamar. 

Waiiar Rakaiaa, Maalai. 

Taaaaf Mina. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEI §7. 


AkPal Asm. Maaiaaa MP. 

AkPal NaBi, Mr. Mina. 

AkPil KaWai. MaahH (Myanaalaffcl. 

AkPal MaWai Vlkramparl, Maalal MP. 

AkPal NaailP, Mr. A. M. 

AkPal Pakkar. MaahrL 
AkPal Kariai. Mr. 

AkPal LaBf BMaraa, MaaNI. 

AkPal Wakak Kkaa. Kkaa BakaPar. 

AkPar Rakaiaa, Kkaa BakaPar A. P. M. 

AkPar Rakaiaa IIPPMI. Mr. 

AkPar RaiakM MakamaP. Mr. 

AkPar RariMO. MaaM MP. 

AkPar Raat, Kkaa BakaPar Maahrl 1. (Navrak). 
AkPat IkakaaP, MaaW MP. 

Akal fuk, Mr. Mi. 

Akal NasMia, Maaivt. 

Akal Naaala AkamP. Mr. 

Akal MaaaP. Rail. 

Akal Qaaaaai. Maahrt. 

AkaMP AB MHPkA MaaM. 

AkaMP Hama, Mr. 

A H as a PPM AkBMP, Kkaa BPkaPar MaaM 
ARPr AH Mia, MaaM MA 
•araM. tka Haa'kM Mr. BramkaH. 

MkfcaBrfk. PM Maary. Bart 
MMih, Baka UktkaM Hawfia. 


BMwas, Mr. RaMk Lat 
CkMirakarty. Mr. PaUaPra Balk. 

OkakrakMty, BaN BaraaPra Barayaa. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Das. Ral laklk Aaakal OkaaPra. 

Dai, Ral laklk KMt Bkataa. 

Oai, Mr. naamaksa. 

Dan, Baka Dakaapra Balk. 

Paslar Raknaa, Mr. | Oaaaa). 

Paslar Rakaiaa, Mr. |Mynaaaiafk|. 

BlaPPIag. Mr. D., Al.t. 

BaaMS, Mr. R. A. 

BaawaaM, tka Naa*kla Mr. Talai PkaaPra. 

Bapla. Mr. P. B. 

NaRaaPPIa PkaaPkart, MaaM 
MaaMHaa. Mr. K. A. 

MaHaa MarakaP. Mrs^ M.B.I. 

NalaaiaHy Pa«aPar. Kkaa laktt MaaM 
MayvaaP, Mr. Ratara. 

MaaMy, Mr. DavM. 

KakhaPPIa Kkaa, Kkaa BakaPar MaaM 
KaaMT, Mr. Alai Oka apr a . 

UM, Mr.Paka. 

MaBrafat, Mr, B. B. 

Mapkaiiaa, Mr. B. B. 

M aiaaP Ma A ka iaP, Dr. |Dafra|. 

MaBaaPMa AkaMP, Kkaa lakM MaaM (Tlpparal. 
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■uitfal. Mr. AMrtta LaL 
■wial, Hr. tMka ttliari. 

Maniat, tkf Mta'Mt Mr. iacMira NaHi. 
■aairaMta AklMM. Maalvi. 

MilM. Mr. 0. W. 

Mtkaaiaiai AU. Kkaa takakar. 

Matlaai All Maltak. Maaivi M. 

Mataaiaial Na^ Maaivi Mi. 

MakaaiaiMI likaiaa. Maahri. 

Mabaaiaiai Urall. Maaivi. 

Hahaaiaiai IMiUiaa, KhM lakaiar Dr. tyai. 
Makarjaa, tka Naa'M# Hr. Tarakaatb, H.i.K. 
HaHlek, Hr. Makaaia iahanr. 

■allkk, tka Naa’Ma Mr. Palia Aakarf. 
Haakarraf Hataaia, tka Naa’kia Navak, Kkaa 
Dakaiar. 

Natiaiaiiia« tka Maa'kia Kbwaja Sir. K.6.I.I. 
Naaraiila, Hr. K. 

Nartaa, Hr. H. R.. H.I.E. 

fata, tka Haa’bla Mr. Raraia fraaaaaa. 

fawall, Mr. 4, A. 

ftaiaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Hr. 


I SatraMla Akatai, NaJL 

tattai, Mr. I. A. 

•arkar, iaka Maikaaaiaa. 

tarajal laiaai, Mr. 

tkakakaiiia. tka Haa'Wa Mr. KkaraJA O.i.1. 
tiafka, iaka Kakatra Natk. 

•Mar. iaka Utta Haaia. 

•kifwitk, Mr. W. C. 

•aiart, Mr. 4. N. 
i taiftk-Oakaaraa, Mr. D. Q. 

Stark, Mr. A. f. 

takravrariy, tka Naa'kia Hr. N. 1. 

Taaiiaiiia Kkaa, tka Naa’kia Hr. 

Tkaraiaa, Hr. 0. H. 

Tkakar, Mr. f raaiatka Raa|aa. 

Waikar. Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M., O.i.l. 

Wkitakaai, Mr. R. i. 

Wariawartk. Hr. W. C.. 0.1.1. 

Vasal Ali Okaaikary, Mr. 

{ Zakar Abaiai Okaaikary, Maaivi. 

Zlllar Rakaiaa Skak Okaaikary, Maatvi. 


Tile Au**' lieinj^^ aiul Hie Nik*-* 97. the inotidii was lost. 

The motion of l)i Nalinuksha Siin\al that in elaiise .’i, column 2 of 
th e Schedule tor the whole proposed woidm^r suhstituti* the ftdlowinjy: — • 
“When the stundurds of manul’acture of sucli r/Ao/ie.s hnifftes Hnd 
.uirci.y aie not oi (lualities hijjher than those ]>rescrihed by Iht* 
Pr(>^ incial (loverninent,” 


wu> (hen jiiit ami lost 

The motion ot Dr Nalijiaksha San>a! that in clause d, column 1 of the 
sidiediile iittei \\o?d in lint* 1, the word "cJiaihhirs'' lie atlded, 

wa^ ihen pul and a division taken uith the ftdlowin^^ results; — 


AYES— SS. 


AMai Wakai, Maaivi. 

Aka Nttsain larkar, HaaNi. 

Ackaryya Okaaikary. Makaraja laiki KaaU, at 
Maktafaeka, MyaMasiafk. 
tairaiiala, Mr. lyai. 

Aaaartas. Mr. frsMatka Natk. 

■aaarji, Mr. f . 

•araia, Mr. fvs|M|lt 
SaraiaA, Mr. Upaaira Natk. 

•aaa, Mr. taatask Kaaiar. 

•iiaras. Mr. Saraaira Natk. 

Okavikari, Rai Naraaira Natk. 

Dat, Iaka Raikaaatk. 

Oas Aapta. Dr. 4, M. 

Das Dapla, trilat Naraaira Natk. 

Oalta, Mr. Dkiraaira Natk. 

Dalai. Mr. Naraaira Natk. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaMr. 

Eikar, Hr. Upaairaaatt. 
raatal Nai. Hr. A. K. 

DtoMtaila Akaai, Mr. 

•alaai Rakkaai Abaaiai, Maahri. 
gyasaiita Abaaai Okaaibary, Aikai|. 

NaMkaNak. Navak Dakaiar K., at Daaaa. 

Naaaa AN Ohaarikary, Mr. Syai. 

Naakaa AN Kkaa. Kkaa Dakaiar Maaivi. 

Mrta Ahiaai Mia, Maahri. 
lalalaiiia Nasksaiy, Hr. lyai. 

Maa, Hr. I. O. 

Jaaak AD Ma|aaiar, MaaivL 


Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaira LaN. 

Kaaia, Mr. Niskitka Nath. 

Lakiri, Daba Askatask. 

Mabtab, MakaralaibiraU Dakaiar Uiay Obaai, af 
Dariaraa. 

Mali. Mr. AiaaHa Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mrs. Naaiayrwa. 

Maairanaiaaa Islaaiabail. Maalaaa Mi. 

Mabaaiaiai Atial, Kkaa Dakaiar MaaNi lyti. 
Makbtrli, Dr. Skval Okaaira. 

MaHlck, Irllat Askatask. 

Naaiy. Makarata Irisabaaira, at Oassitakatar. 

Naskar. Mr. Naai Okaaira. 
faal. Sir Nari laakar. 

Raasiaaiiia AbaMi, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Day, Hr. Kaaialkrisbaa. 

Day, Mr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray, Hr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

Day, Mr. fatiraas. 

•aayal, Dr. Naliaaksha. 
toayal, Mr. lasaaU lakbar. 

•aa, Mr. Dkiraaira Natk. 

Saa. iafask Okaaira, Rai Dakaiar. 

Ikaassaiiia AkaMi, Mr. 

Ikaa n ai i la AkaMi Khaaikar, Mr. 
lar, Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 

WaNar DabauMi, Maaivi. 

Vaaiat Mina, 

Zaataa, Hr. A. ML A, 
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AM«I Alii, MhIim M4. 

AM«l Nail. Mr. Miru. 

AMal Hafcin. Maaivi ( Myaiaatlacli) 

AMal HaklM Vlkrampari, Maahrl M. 

AMil Namli. Mr. A. M. 

AMal Balkar, Maalvl. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal Latit ■liarac, Maahrl. 

AMal Wahak Kbaa, Khan tabatfar. 

AMar Rahman, Khu Rabatfar A. r. M. 

AMar RaacbM Mabrnnab, Mr. 

AMar RaihaM, Maalfi Md. 

AMar Rant, Khan Rabadur Maabrl I. (Hnwiali). 
AMas Ibahtad, Maaivi Md. 

Abal rail, Mr. Md. 

Abal Maibim, Maalvl., 

Abal HaMin Ahmad, Mr. 

Abal Maiad, Kail. 

AMI Qaaaam, Maalvl. 

Ahmid NtMln, Mr. 

Allaiaddin Ahmtd, Khan Rahadar Maalvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maaivi Md. 

Rarma, tba Han’blt Mr. bramharl. 

RIrkmyra, Hr Nanry, Rart 
RIawaa, Raha Lakahml Narayan. 

Rlfwai, Mr. Railh LaL 
•RabraMrty, Mr. Jatindra Naib. 

Chabrabarty, Raba Rarandra Narayan. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Ral lahib Anakal Obandra. 

Oaa, Mr. Manmahan. 

Dam, Raba DaMndra Nalb. 
raalar Rahman. Mr. <Daaaa). 

Fatlar Rahman, Mr. (Mymaniingb). 

Rladdlni, Mr. 0.. O.I.C. 

RaaaramI, tba Nan'bla Mr. Talil Chandra. 

RapU, Mr. 4 . N. 

Rarang, Mr. DamMr lingb. 

Nafliaddin Obeadbarl, Maalvl. 

Namlltan, Mr. K. A. 

Naalna Marabad, Mra., M.R.C. 

Natamally damadar, Khan tabib MaaNI. 

Mayvaad, Mr. Ragan. 

Nandry, Mr. David. 

dalaladdin Ahmad, tba Han’Ma KbanR abadar Maalvl. 
Rablraddln Kban, Khan Rahadar HaalvU 
Kamar. Mr. Atal Chandra. 


Utah. Mr. dabn. 

McRragnr, Mr. R. R. 

MaPharaan, Mr. R. P. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Ranka Rabari. 

Mandal. Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Mandal. tbt Han'Ma Mr. dagandra Nath. 
Maniraddin Akkand, Maaivi. 

Mllat, Mr. 0. W. 

Mahammad Ail, Khan Rahadar. 

Mathin All, Mr. Md. 

Maxammal Hug. ManNi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Nailm Malta, Mr. 
Muhammad Itrail, Maulvl. 

Muhammad (Mdlqaa, Khan Rahadar Dr. Syad. 
Mukcrira, tbr Han'Mr Mr. Tarak Nath. M. R. C. 
Munich, Mr. Muknnda Rakary 
MuMIck. the Han’Ma Mr. Palin Rabary. 
Nailmuddin, tba Han’Ma Khvaja Sir. K.C.I.C. 
NaaraddIn, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R., M. R. E. 

Pain, the Han'Ma Mr. Rarada Praianni 
Pawall, Mr. d. A. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

•afruddin Ahmad. Ha|i. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Rabu MadhuMdan. 
iaralul lalam, Mr. 

Ibababuddin, tba Han'bit Mr. Kb«a|a, C.B.E. 
Ilngha, Raba Kihatra Nath. 

I lirdar. Baku Litta Munda. 

I Ikipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Imart, Mr. d. N. 

Imytb-Oabauma, Mr. D. B. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

labrawardy, tba Han bit Mr. H. ft. 

Tamixuddin Khan, thi Hon'bla Mr. 

Tbarman, Mr. C. M. 

Tbakur, Mr. Praraatba Ranlan. 

Walktr. Mr. d. R. 

Walker. Mr. W. A. M.. 0. B. E. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardiwarth, Mr. W. C., C. I. E. 

Vuauf All Cbaudhury, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Cbaudhury, Maulvl. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Cbaudhury, HaulvL 


The Am‘s heiii^ r)8 mul the Noes llie motion wa^ lo^'t. 

The question that clause "1 .stand jnirt of tlie If ill then put and 

at.i:reed to. 


i* ream hit'. 

Tht‘ (jUestion that the I’reainhle stand jiart oi the Bill was th<*n put 
and a^rei'il to. 

The Hon'bte Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I hejr to move 
that the Iten^al Finance (Sales Ta.\) Amendment Bill, BMl. as settlr’d iu 
the Assembly, be passed. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Sjn'aker. Sir. it a matter of 
the tleepest rej^ret that in the situation with whndi the province is faced 
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today, the present Government have thought fit to bring on the legislative 
anvil a measure ot the eharaeter which is about to he passed by this House. 

Sir, I understand that honourable friend Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
recalled the i)revious history ot this Bill so far us this tiovernment is con- 
cerned and that he made it clear that the past Hinistr\ had succeeded in 
persuading the Government oi India to agree that the (iovernment of 
Bengal need not in the circunistanees then prevailing in this province 
proceed with a measure of thi^ chara<’ter. Sir. 1 di> not desire to raise a 
personal note, hut it nia\ he to the advantage of this House to know what 
transpired at that when the* then Bengal ('abinel was good enough to 

entrust me with a mission to see the Finance Meml)(‘r of tlie (iovernment 
of India. (The Hon’hle Mr. Tvl.si Cii.\M)iiv (iosnvaaii : Is the honourable 
member talking on the Sales Ta.\ Bill or some «»ther Bill^) It was in 
eonnection with tlu‘ Sales Tax Bill. I hope and trust that the Hon’ble 
Finance Mini'^ter would take tiie trouble of ♦•oii'^ulting his very able Secre- 
tar\ on this j)(dnt wlio was prt‘sent at the intervieu witli tlu* Finance 
Membei of the Government of Imlia and In* will be in a ]u)sition to report 
to him as t(» \\hat tianspiied in that inteiview. 

J remember. Sir, to<la\ tliat the Bengal Gabinet ha<l taken the solemn 
decision that the piesent Bill in its present iorni would be brought before 
this House t(»r enactment. I with some other (olleagiii's oi mine ]ie!siimled 
the G»>\ernmnt of Bengal .it the time to postpone taking an\ action on 
tliut decision in oidei that 1 miglit take the advantage and oppor.iinitv of 
a visit to i)eihi in eoniu'ction with a (’ivil Defenct* ( onfereiiee of negotiat- 
ing with tilt* hinance Member. s(* that the ptes»‘nt Bill might he tlroppcul 
and the tiiianeial <ommitment (d the (iovernment oj Bengal might be 
sijared HI a subst.tnlial me.O'UH’ by the ( i o\ m n imm i ot India. I hc 
S(‘eretai\ to the IGnance Department, Mr. Walker, aeeompained me on 
that occasion when l!ie jjuesiion ot Am iciiltiiral Ineome-ta\ Bill was not 
stressed so much as the question ot Sal<‘s Tax was. because the decision of 
the (hibinet was already there ami 1 had merel\ (dilained a po«>t jMUiement 
of the decision, awaiting tlie rc’^ull of m\ mission to Delhi Sir .leremy 
Raisman was good enong'h to s;i\ that for post-war reeimstruef ion [uirjioHcs, 
revenue \ ielded b\ Sales Tax woiibl be advantageous and heljiful, but so 
far as the situation in Ih'iigal was concerned, he was agreeahle that the 
(iovernment of Imha would see us tlirough, that the wa\s and means 
advance wliieli wa% falling due for repayment in Bengal need not hv paid 
tor some tune more, and tliat the (iovernment of Bengal need not juoeeed 
witli the Sales Tax Bill. Bejiort wa.s irnnle in due eourse on oui lelurn 
from Delhi to the Gahinet at its next meeting, and I am sun* tin* fooceed- 
ings of the (hihinet would disclose the true fiosition in the matter. Sir, I 
am reterring to tiiese matters, because the HoiGhle the Finance Mini.sfcr 
has (inesfioned the aeeuraev of m\ statem<*nt f am not in a position to 
have any ae»-ess to contideritial reenrd*^ ot (iovernment tiala). hut I ean 

only state what is u fact tf» m\ own knowledge. Sir, I am aware that in 

England tlte Sales I’ax has i>een increased to an enorimois extent. 1 know 

that the Sales Tax in England which is called the purehuM* tax and in 
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confiued entirf^ly to luxuries of an admitted ( liaracter, brings in revenue 
which in the matter of percentage does not compare at all with our Bill, 
becatise it is enormous. I agree that is the position in England. At the 
same time 1 think it cannot be disputed for on? moment tliat in England, 
people are far better off in the mattcir of food, civil supplie>, and every 
other matter, and Government there have ordained things in such a way 
that no single individual in that country goes without a meal. (A voice 
from the Gongress Benches: Has anybody died ot starvation there?) That 
is exactly the question I was just going to ask. Conditions are so vastly 

different there from this unhappy province tliat it is j.heer madness to 

compare tlie state of affairs in England witli those obtaining in this 
provin»*e. It may be said that the prices of commodities have gone up very 
high, and that this small increase in Sales Tax would not matter. Those 
who advance such arguments are cut off from the life current of the people 
of this province. They do not know what it is for ordinary middle-(lass 
people and for poorer classes in this province t(> have the wherewitlial to 
purchase artiiles not covered by the .schedule of this Act, many of which 
are real necessities of life. On the top of that if one single ]>ie is added 
to the price, that will entail heavy diffiiulties to certain classes of jieople 
who will be hit very hard by this tax. I regret to .say. Sir. that this 
Ministry has not had the courage, has not had the strength to stand up to 
the liovernment of India and t«> withstanil whatever jiressure ma> have 

come from that (quarter. I am .sorry that my honourable friend the 

Finuncr Minister has not 1iad the opportunity to plead tor his province 
at the bar of the Government of India ami to tell them that the .situation 
has deterioiated to an enormous extent fiom what it was last \eai (bmdi- 
tions here uie so liorrihle that to think of any kind of taxation today 
is almost ('nminal. 

I stiMuiglN opj)osc the passing of this Bill. 

Mr. SHAMSUODIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, il i*. a matter of deep 
regret and shame also that the Ministry eho.se the present occasion to bring 
in a measure which I have no doubt will be condemned b\ all sections of 
the people ot Bengal. Why do I <‘all it a shame, because. Sir. ;\ou know 
that the ]>rovince not only suffered from scan ity ot rice but about ot) lakbs 
of |UM»j)le are ilead owing to starvation and nobody knows bow man\ more 
men will die in future \ears not onl\ from starvation but also from loss 
of their power of resistanee. 

Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Basu has already put before the House 
the histoiy of the wliole measure as it was tried to he adumbrated during 
the regime of tile lust Ministry. 1 can verN well find this from the 
Statement ot Objects and Reasons and the discussion that took place in this 
House. I understood the Finance Minister to say tliat he wanted this 
House to pass this measure and strengthen his hands, so that he might go 
up to the Giivernment of India for loans or borrow’ money for purposes of 
administration of this province. It is very funny. Sir, that without 
approaching the Government of India, without placing the whole question 
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before the Government of India the Finance Minister in liis wisdom comes 
before this House and says: “Well, strengthen my hands, because 1 am 
so weak that I cannot move iij) to Delhi. Therefore pass this measure, give 
me only Rs. 70 lakhs and then I shall approach the Government of India 
for further loans or borrow money for the administration of this province.” 
Why? You will see. Sir, from paragraph 2 of the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons: “In order however that no additional burden may thereby 
be laid on the })oor, provision has been made to exemjd the tmly necessity 
of life not already included in the schedule of tax-free goods, naiiielv . ‘the 
poor man’s (loths,’ whether such cloth is hand-woven or machint‘-mude. ” 
When my friend Dr. Sanyal put the (juestion about handmade cloth and 
ch<t(l(Inr, in order to meet the argument^ of Dr. Snn\al. Mr. (ios\\a!ui said 
"chaddnr is not necei>sar\”. The will Ih^ all right; so dhttft is not 

ne(‘essary. (io in Icuijit and then roam throughout the <'ountry. My 
friend wears a very highl\ priced cfiaddnr roiiml his bod\ and he says that 
the poor man does not want a cfuiddar for wia])ping round his body even 
during the winter season or at an\ oth(‘r time So. rlniddur must b(‘ taxed. 
An (‘x-Longress man sits in the Finance Minister’s yodi and says that 
rhadddr is not necesNar\ for a poor man for whom the thmgress is fighting. 
Mr. (ioswami at one time was a (’ongress man. 1 do not know whether he 
still sa\s that he is a (’ongrt'ss man. He wants to fight for the poor men of 
this province. I'lie whole thing is so silly. I do not want to taki* up the 
time of this House, but I am ‘'(ur\ at a time like this when the whole 
i‘ouijtr\ is undergoing tribulation, privation ami sufTering of ail sorts he 
wants to add to that suffering the burden of taxutimi. Prices have gone 
high and in the jdacc of one pice that will be jiaid in the shape of taxation, 
the poor men would have to pa\ four timt‘s ami .soimdimes even ten times 
as much as the\ would pa\ in normal times. I sa\ , Sir. that it will go 
down to history t(* the utter discredit and shame of this Ministrv that they 
thought it wise to bring in a measure of this sort at this lime before the 
Hou.se. 

I, thendore, on behalf of m\ party oppose the jiassing of tin* present 
taxation measure. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I did not want to take part HI the 
diHcussi(»Ti on this matter, but representing the <-ommercial (omniunitv as 
1 dn, 1 feel that where memlM-r-* <»1 the t-oinmercial coiiimunitv has to pay 
as much a*- per cent of it^ profits in taxation in tfjcse days of war. it 
is only fair that in a graded manner every member of the society should 
aLo pay lii^ bit. I was rather astounded at tlo* Krishak f'roja Part\ 
I^uider’'' remarks. 1 mler the slogan of “Peasants ami M oikem of the 
AVorld Fnite”, he should, really, have come down upon the* biirgeoin 
element of the soi-ietv and forronl it to fiml the mone\ hecaiisc he must 
realize that shopkeejiers ami trader -» are making higher jirofits now thau 
they norinallv did <('ries rd “(^ue^tion”, “i^nestion” from the (’ongress 
Benches) and out of these they can and .•should pay for the general need® 
of the eommunity. 
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I was affain astounderL and even flabberj^asted, at the manner in which 
the Hon’ble tlie Leader of the Forward Block gave details of a conversa- 
tion which, in the normal state of affairs, w^ould he considered as confi- 
dential and not intended for publicity in a house of legislature. 1 am not 
aware of tlie official etiquette on these matters because I have not been a 
Minister myself but looking at things as an outsider 1 do feel that details 
of conversations between high officers of State especially those from the 
Pr(jviu<*cs and fioni the (’eritre sh<»uld not be divulged in this reckless 
manner in order to make just one point that the present Ministry cannot 
face juid cannot ^tiind up to the (iovernmenl of India. I feel, Sir, and 
we rtia\ have our differenc^M {»f opinion on the subject tliat we have got To 
estahli-'h a case that ue aie prejiared to .suffer our quota of taxation in order 
to get money fr<nii the (loverninent ol India to cover the terrible losses and 
UHf^reccdcntcd expenstvs that we shall have to undergo ami havo* already 
undergone in relation to tlo' tamine and other difficulties that are before 
U8. This is the time of war and 1 tecl that we slnuild not raise argument 
over a matter in whicli, I am satisfied in m\ own \\a>. the shopKeej^ers and 
traders can stand the taxation tlie Hoii'l)]e the Finance Minister lias 
brought lict’ore us for sanction Instead of talking on the teelinieal side of 
the tav and on its finamdul iiinil ication^. political cajiital lias l)e»*n made 
and the Ministr\ lias lu'cii taken to ta^k. That doe^ not mattt*r. The 
criticism of the Kishak Pioja Party Ltaidci limvi's me cold because his 
critiei>ms seldom hnv»' any argument hehiiid ihton. Pul the HonTile the 
Leader of the Forward Bloc who ha^ had oeeasion to meet high officials 
of the (iovernmcml ol India should have realixMl tliat >onn'thing at this 
end has to he done in order to establish our claim toi hi; 4 ger me?cie> tiom 
tli(‘ (unernmeiit ot India 1 think that llu* action t.iken 1)\ tin* IJon'iile 
Fin uiiee Minister i.s \vorth\ of su]>])oit in thi^ House ami I hojie that the 
Hoiisi* will pass tlie Hill a^ it now stamK. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Mi. TuKi Fliamlra (io**wami that tin* Bengal 
Fiimime (Sales 'Pax) Amemlmeiit Bill. PM-F a> Nt-ttled in tin* A>'i*mh1\, he 
passed, was then put ami a division taken, with the following result — 


AMttI Alii, MlMlifil mi. 

AM«I Hifli. Mr. Mim. 

AM«I NikiMi, MiaUi (MYminiinili). 

AM«I Hiklm Vlkrimpurl. Miulvi M#. 

AM«I Himld, Mr. A. M. 

AMiil 4ikbir. Miulvi. 

AM«I Kirim, Mr. 

AMul Litit lUwM, Miulvi. 

AMul Wihik Kkifi, Khifi ■midir. 

AMur AahmM, Kliia Bihidur A. F. M. 

AM«r Rihmufi titf«m, Mr. 

AMAir RMCAld Mahniaad, Mr. 

AM«r RuhMtf. Miulvi Mi. 

AMhir Auuf, Kkau Baliadur Maalvi 1. tNavrali). 
Afeiui Ikalivtd. Maalvi MB. 

AA«I Fait, Mr. MB. 

AM NMAiai. Maalvi. 

AM Niiaia AkaiaB, Mr. 

AM MaiaB. Ktii. 

AM 9«MliL Maalvi. 

AkM Al Mfiiaa, Maalvi. 


AYES 97. 

I AhmvB Hovatn, Mr. 

I AltaiuiBin Ahmvd, Klin Bahadur Maulvi. 

I Aaiir Ail Mia, Maalvi Md. 

Barma, tiiv Nan'lii Mr. Priaihari. 
Birkmyri, Sir Hinry, Bail. 

BiiwM. Baku Lakikaii Narayan. 

Bliurai, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Ckakrakarty, Mr. Jatindra Natk 
Ckakrakarty. Baku Narvadra Narayan. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Rai tabik Anukal Ckandra. 

Oai, Rai labik Kirit Bhutan. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaiohan. 

Dan. Baku Dakandra Natk. 

Faxiur Rabaiaa, Mr. (Dacta). 

Faslar Rakaiaa, Mr. (MyaiaMififk). 
BlaBBiac, Mr. D.. O.I.E. 

Baauraail, Ika Naa*Ma Mr. Taltl CkakBra. 
Bapik. Mr. 4. N. 

Baraag. IBr. Daatkar ktafk. 

MaBiaBBia CkaaBkart, Maalvi. 
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HmHIm, Mr- R. A. 

teaiiw, Kha* lalitt Maalvt. 
lUfvtM. Mr. lUfara. 

Naairy. DavM. 

HirtMl, Mr. M. A. F., O.R.E. 

JaMatfMa Akaittf. tha Haa'Ma Rfcaa Rahatfar Haalti 
KaktmMla Rkaa, Rhaa takaiar Maalvi. 

Raaiar, «r. Atal Okaakra. 

LaUk, Mr. 4«ka. 

McQratar, Mr. Q. Q. 

MeFkanan, Mr. fl. p. 

MafliaMia Akaiatf, Rkaa SakM Maaltl (Tlppara). 
MaMai. Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka Bakari. 

Maatfal, Mr. Jafat Chaaira. 

Maaial, tha Haa’kia Mr. Jaiaaira Natk. 

MHaa. Mr. C. W. 

Makaaiaiai All. Rkaa Bahaiar. 

Maalaai AU Mallah, Maalvl M. 

Maxaaiaial Haa. Maalvl Mi. 

Makamaiai Itrail, Maalvl. 

Mahaaiaiai tiiiiaaa. Rkaa Bakaiar Dr. tyai. 
Makar]aa. tka Haa'hia Mr. Tarak Natk, M.B.E. 
Malllck. Mr. Makuaia Bakary. 

Maliick, tha Haa'kia Mr. Palla Bakary. 

Maikarruft Hauain, tha Hoa‘bla Nawak, Rkaa 
Bakaiur. 

Nailaiudiin, tha Non'kia Rhoraja tir. R.O.I.f. 
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Naar a i il a. Mr. R. 

Nartem Mr. N. R., M.B.I. 

Bala, tka NaalHa Mr. Baraia Braaaaaa. 

PawaR, Mr. i. A. 

Raiaar Rakauw Rkaa, Mr. 
tUraiilB Akoiai, Na}l. 
lakaka AUa^ Mr. lyai. 

•aliai, Mr. t. A. 
tarkar. Bakv Maikaaviaa. 

•araial lalaai. Mr. 

tkakabaMla, tka Haa'kia Mr. Rkvaja. O.B.t. 

•lafka, Baka Rakatra Natk. 
tiriar, Baka Utta Maaia. 

•kipwHb. Mr. W. I. 

•aiart. Mr. J. N. ^ 
toiytk* Oaktaraa, Mr. D. B. 

Mark. Mr. A. F. 

•akraaraNy, tha Naa'kia Mr. N. I. 

Taaitiaiila Rkaa. tka Naa'kia Mr. 

Tkarmaa, Mr. 0. M. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Naajaa. f 
Walkar, Mr. i. N. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M.. C.B.I. 

Wbltakaai. Mr. N. B. 

Wariawartk, Mr. ft. c., O.l.t. 

Yaaaf All Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Ahaiai Okaaikary, Maalvl. 

I ZNIar Rakoiaa ikab Okaaikary. Maalvl. 


NOES -64. 


ANal Hail, Mr. Mia. 

Akdul Wakai, Maalvl. 

Aka Hauain larkar, Maalvl. 

Ackaryya Ckauikury, Mabarala lathi Raata. at 
Muktaiacha, Mymaniinck. 

Ahmai Alt Enayatpurl. Rhaa Bakaiar Maalaaa. 
Atlmaiiln Akaiai, Mr. 

Bairuideja, Mr. Syad. 

Baaar|aa, Mr. Pramatka Nath. 

Banarli, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Mi. 

Barraa, Mr. Puipalit. 

Barman, Mr. Uyandra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. lantoik Kamar. 

Bhwai, Mr. Sarandra Natk. 

Okattopadkyiy, Mr. Haripada. 

Ohaadkurl, Rai Harandra Natk. 

Dai, Baka Radkanatk. 

Dai fivpta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Mr. Dkirtndra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Harandra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Sakumar. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranatk. 

Fulal Ha^, Mr. A. K. 
filaivddin Akinad, Mr. 

Balarn Rabbanl Ahammad, Maalvl. 

Bapta, Mr. daieifc Chandra. 

Byaiadila Ahmad Okaadkary, Albai). 

Nabibullah, Nawak Babadar R., at Dacca. 

Haiaa AH Ckawikary, Mr. lyai. 

Haikam AM Rkaa, Rkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 
lirii Ahmad Mia, MaaivL 
iaiaiaidia Haihamy. Mr. lyai. 


Jalaa, Mr. I. D. 

danak All Malumiar, Maalvl. 

Rhaa, Mr. Dakanira tail. 

Raaia. Mr. Niihitka Natk. 

Maktak, Makarajadkirala Bakaiar Uiay Okani, al 
Bariwaa. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Ramar. 

Majamdar, Mrt. Hrmaprava. 

Manlratiaman Namakail, Maalaaa Mi. 

Makammai Atial, Rhaa Bakaiar Maalvl lyai. 
Mahharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukkarji, Dr. Sharal Ohaaira. 

Malllck, Irijat Aihaleik. 

Naaiy, Makaraia Iriuhanira, at Oaialmktiar. 

Naahar, Mr. Ham Okandra. 

Pawl, tir Hari lankar. 

Ramituidln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Ohara Okaadnr. 

Roy, Mr. Ramalkriikna. 

Ray. Mr. Riran lankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatka Natk. 

Roy, Mr. Fotiram. 
lonaallak, Dr. 
lanyal, Dr. Nallnakika. 
lanyal, Mr. laianka lakhar. 

Ion, Mr. Dkirondra Nath. 

Ian, dOKaik Chandra, Rai lahaiar. 

Skabaiall. Mr. 

Ihamiwddin Ahmad, Mr. 
lhamiviiln Ahmad Rkaaikar, Mr. 
lar, Mr. Harandra Ramar. 

Waliar Rahman, Maoivi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


T!i»* aiul tht* (>4, iIm* vvus apreeil to. 

Adjournment. 

TIu* was then adjourned at G-H p in. till 4-‘}n p.ni. on Tuesday, 

the 8th Febniar\, 1944, at the AsHenildy House, Cal<*uttu. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

Thk Asskmui.v met in the As.^einbly House, Cahutta, on Tuesday, the 
8th February, 1944, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present : 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoii’hle Mr. Syed Nausheh Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 179 membere. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Expenditure out of the allotment for promotion of communal harmony in 

the province. 

*67, Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in <diui>re of the Finance Department be pleased to stale whether 
the entire or part of the amount of one lakh of iu]>ees provided in the 
Budi^et for 1942-43 for the i)urp(>se« of promoting? communal harmony, vraa 
actually spent by Governments 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble Ministe! 
be pleased to state - 

(i) what is the amount so spent; 

(ft) to what organization or individuals any sums were disbursed, giving 
the amounts in each case; and 

(ill) how the money was utilised, giving the precise account of Mlnl^ spent 
either — 

(1) by Government, or 

(2) by the organizations or individuals, if an\ , to whom sums of 

money may have been disbursed for expenditure?' 

(c) If tile answer to is in the negative, will the Htm'ble Minister be 
pleased to state tlie reasons thereof y 

((/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whethei the said 
money — 

(i) has lapsed, or 

{it) is still available for utilisation? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): io) No expenditure was ineurred out of this 
provision. 

(h) Dt>es not arise. 
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{c) No definite scheme was formulated for the purpose. 

(d) (t) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Witl> reference lo answer (r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleiised to stAte the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The reiison is that 
no definite scheme wns ever framed for ^ivinp eftect to the provision that a 
lakii of rnj)ees should be spent for promotinj^ communal harmony. As you 
knou . Sir. you cannot spend money unless there is a scheme to spend it on. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’lile Minister be ph^ised 
to state why the amount was provided in the budj^et at all in the absence of 
any definite scheme in view of the CH)nsistent recommendation of the Public 
Ac<s)unls ( Vunmittee for the last .seveml yejirs not to [vkua* any amount in the 
Hud^rct unh'ss the scheme is pro|>erly made out and the implications of the 
scheme are examined? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, a predecessor 

of mine nu<::ht have h(‘en able to answer that ^jue.stion, hut so far as the 
cominj? year's is concerned, no such provision has been made because 

there is no scheme ready. Sir, yon remember in the (uirrent year’s Budget 
a token ^um ot IN ‘.io.OfHl was allotted for the purj>ose hut that has m)l l»een 
.so tar spent. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state wliat is tlie pre.scnt |>olicv of this (iovernment rej.rar<liu^ the 
prom<>tion ot (vommunal harmony? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T hat <|uestii)n does not arise It is a (|uestion with 
regard to the" exj>cnditur<‘ fit the sum provided for in the Budget of 1942-43. 
It Is not a (piestuni askitig what the [ndiev ot tin* pi(‘s(*nt (Iovernment is 
with legard to communal liarnamy 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the lion hie Minister (onsider 
the <lesiiahility ot toimnlaling a scheme regarding jiroinotion of (smimnnal 
hannoiix ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tlmt (|nestioii als<j d<»es not ari«e out oi the j>resent 

quest lOll . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: W ll the Ho., hie M msier 

he pU^ised to slate whether the pro|Xisal to keep apail a sum tor prom<»(ion 
ot isunrnunal hai'inony gave iise to strong c<iimnenls and opf>ositiojj troiri the 
then < )j»iK>sit ion in this fiouse? 

The Hbfi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I am n >r aware of 
that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the lion b)e Min ster he 
plea'-ed to state whether the jiresenf 0<jverijment framed any Heheme for 
promotion of communal harmony having regard to the fact that Its, 25,000 
was provided in t^e current year’s Budget? 
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The Hoffi’blf Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, as I have just 
Maid, Jt.H. 25,000 was provided as a token amount in rase any scheme required 
expenditure of tiiat amount, hut it was really a continuation of the previous 
Government’s |Kilicy. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do we understand that this 
Government has ^^)t no H(;heme before it and does not contemplate framiujf 
any scheme for the purjx>sey 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ifai (’haudhuri, in fact, _\nur previous (juestion 
was. Htn(‘lly sposikin^, not relevant, hut 1 <lid billow that and you are now* 
putting another (juestion hy w'a> of cross-examination. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, Sir. because m> previous 
question arose diiectly out of the answer t-o tlie suj)j>lementaTy (luestion put 
hy Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The Ihm'hle Minister mi^'-ht lia'e avoided that ciiiswer 
also. 

Family allowance for security prisoner Srijut Krishnaranjan Sen. 

*68. Srijut HARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (o > Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charp’e of the lloim* Deinirtment aware that — 

(() Srijut Kn.shnaranjan Sen, ii.a., of Khulisakola, a security ])nsoner 
in lluiisal Jail, repeatedlx applied tor tainilv allowance; 

{n) hi.s fatlier has been sufl’erin^’ from rheuinati'^m toi uianv vcai" and 
is unfit for any work ; 

{t/n Srijut Krishnaranjan Sen used to support his ianiily on his own 
income ; 

(/r i he used to earn about Us. To per nuuith; 

{V) he a elm nee td ai>pointment in the Kleetric Supjdy (’orporation, 
(aleulla, thiouf^h llie Caleutlu I nivcrsitN Aj)]ndntment and 
Information Boanl on (dh Novembei*. ]!t42; and 
the tather id Snjut Kri.shnaranjan Sen was assured by the (’hiet 
Minister of suitable allow anee bein^ ^^lanted to himy 

(h) If tlie answer to (#/) is in the affirmative, will tlie Ilon’lde Minister 
be pleased to state what step the (lovernment have taken in this matter.'^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on behalf of the Hon*bie Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): lottM Two petitions on the subject were receiveil. 

to (iv) My information is that the pris\)iiei was a piivate tiiioi before 
his arrest and his income raiiffod between Us. 10 to Us. 20 per month. The 
family was not depeiideiit on him and wa.s niaiutaiiuMl from the income of 
his father. His father is not in good health. 

(r> ‘^nd (W) I have no information on this point. 
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(/;) A family allowance of Rs.lO per month was first granted to him with 
effect from the date of his arrest. This allowance has been enhanced to 
Rs.l5 I'er mouth with effect from the 1st April, 114^1, in accordance with the 
present liberalised policy of Government. 

Personal tliowancas to security prisoners for certain articles inside Jail. 

*69. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: {a) Will the Hondde 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be j)leased to state whether the 
secnritv prisoners are given any pervsonal allowances for meeting their Imre 
necessities in jail)^ 

(h Whether regular smokers among the security prisoners get any 
sun])l\ of ciLraieTte^ and other smoking materials with the jail authorities 
foi pun-lia-'in^ these things^ 

(e) AVhetlier in eases of aeeiileiital breakages r)f lenses of spectacles 
seeuritN piisoiu'rs ha\e to ]uirehase them from theii ]uiv.»te funds if llu‘y 
have o(it iiii\ (II to go without tlu*mJ^ 

{(J } Whether if is a fact that under the Security Prisoneis Itules, wdiere 
a leplatemcnt of leiis(*s ot a sfieetaele is neeessitated on .leeount of ])Ower on 
me(lieal giounds. the seeuril> prisoners are given onl\ a part of tl>e total 
cost of r(‘plaeemenl y 

(r} Whetljer security prisoners w l»o want to appear in rniversit^ Kxa- 
iiiinatKuis get an> iteeuniars help fiom the (i»>vermiu*nt for ])urehusing th4*ir 
books or sulimitting (‘xtmiination feesi^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): <o) and (/>> No. 

'<1 ieU*r the lioiioui aide UKunher to rule of tlie Bengal S(‘eurity 

Prisoners Uules, 11)40. 

{(1 } No, ( ioveruimuit hears th«* entire cost of .such rc]*lac<mH*nt 

(4‘ I the hoiiourahle memher to rule Id ot the Bengal S(‘curity 

PrisoroTs Rules. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the lion hh Minister he 
pleased to '.t.ite \\lu‘{her there is .in\ Standinif ( hdei lliat O'plai emenl sliouhl 
take pho (' at tlie cost ot the (io\einment ;ind whetliei the Siijiennicndents 
in ( liargc of the Jails ate awaie <d sindi an ordet ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: N<», Sn , tlic positi4)n is this, that if 

there i> .in\ leplaieinent dne l4> loeakage hy a prisoner. )heij it has to he 
replaced h\ the pn.MirnM at his own cost, hut if the leplacemenl i" neces- 
sitated hy a ( hange in the power of the lenses or defe<*t in the eye-sight it is 
then horm* hy (fovernment, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. I refer to fwirt (r; of the 

question which is — “Whether in cases of at'cidental hreak.iges of lenses of 
spectacles secuni\ prisoners have to purchase them from their private funds 
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if they have aiiv or to fi^o without them!'” The answer to (c) is — “I 
refer the honoinaljle member to rule ti8(^) of the Bengal Seeurity Prisoners 
Kules, Ul40,” 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 expLii Tied ttie position. In certain 
onses rejdacemeui is lK)rne by (loverriment iuid in (certain rases the prisoner 
lias to b«ir the expense himself if it is due to the nejjli^^ence of the prisoner. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The particular question is not 
answered. The question is what happens in the rase of accidentiil breakaj^res? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI S I S4iy if tlie breakage is due to tlie 
nef^lij^ence of the prisoner 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What in case^ of accidental 
breakuK^s y 

Mri SPEAKER: That depends on the interpretation of an a('cident. He 
wiys that if it is due to the nej^li^ence on tlie {xirt of a prisoner himself he 
has ^rol to meet the cost out of liis own jTocket. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: My submission is this It 
does not make the |K)int clear. The (piestion has been put just to under- 
stand what the exact iKwition is under the rules, whether in cases of 
accidental l»reaka^»‘es the prisoner C4in clniin to liave the tiling replac'ed at the 
cost of the (Government or not — in 04ise of accidental breakajrcs ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The rule that 1 lefen-ed to reads 

thus; 'riie cost of repairs 4»r replacement of (racked or broken lenses shall 
be liorne by a prisoner. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the lioiride Ministet be plea.sed 
to st4ite, with refei’cnce U) the answer just j^iven, wherefrom these prisoners 
in jail ^^et their expenses for personal necessities y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Thes are allowed to have Hs. 20 
JKW month at their own credit as private funds which the\ may have from 
their famliy members or anylM>dy and tliose funds aie kejit in the cust-odv of 
the Supenntendent . 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the lion'ble Minister be pleaded 
t4) state \Ahether any encpiiry was ever made to ascertiuin that IN 20 was 
sufficient for meeting all jM‘rsonal necessities^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is suth cient to meet (‘X]>enses. 

Rights and privileges af State Prisoners. 

*70. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: tot Has the attention 
of the Hon*ble Minister in eharfre of the Hcuue iJails) T)e]inrtment been 
drawn to the judgment of the Hon’bh* Hi^h Court, Calcutta, in the recent 
contempt cases up’ainst some of the hijfh ofhciHls of (jovernment and Police 
with reference (o the riffhts and privilef^es of persons detained under 
ReguN^ion III of 1818, aa State Prisoners, infer alui, to the following 
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effects, vix : {i) “It must he pointed out, lioM’ever. that the detenus are 
certainly entitled to more riffhts and privile^jes under the present custody 
than they were under the former since they are now entitled to adequate 
allowance for themselves and their families accordinpr to their rank in 

life”, etc , (li) “ Rej^ulation III contains provisions which 

enable the detenus to be told what are the f^rounds on which he is detained 
and further provisions enabling; that detenu t() show cause why he should 
not be detained.” 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the afhrmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
])lea8ed to state whether (toverninent have jjiven effect to the aforesaid 
pronouncement ? 

(r) If tlie answer to (h) is in the nejrative, what are the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaaed to lay on the Table a statement 
ehowin^r — 

(/) the numlx'r ot pernoiis at present detained as State Prisoners in 
Henpral under Regulation III of 1818; 

( fi) their names ; and 
( ni ) rank in life 
stated in each particular case; 

[tr) whether the order of detention was pissed — 

(1) by (Jovernnient oi Renpd with his advice and (oncurrence or 
not; 

by the (Vntral (jovernment; 
in each case? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): ia) Yes. 

(h) All the rights and privileges to which jM^rsons detained under Regula- 
tion III of 1818 are entitled have been granted to them. 

The Preamble to the Regulation contains the following passage: — 
“and whereas the ends of justice require that, when it may be determined 
that any person shall be placed under i>ers«nal restraint, otherwise than in 
j»ursuauce of some judicial proceeding, the grounds of such fh’termination 
should from time to time come under revision, and the i>er8on affected there- 
by should at all times be allowed freely to bring to the notice of the (Invern- 
ment all circumstances relating either to the supposed grounds of such deter- 
mination, or to the manner in which it may be executed.” 

Neither in this passage nr»r in any other section of the Regulation is 
there any provision requiring the detaining authority to furnish to the person 
detained any information as to the grounds on which the detention is made. 
The word “supposed” occurring in the penultimate clause of the passage 
quoted clearly implies that, although it is open to the prisoner to make any 
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representations he may wish to the detaining? authority relating to what the 
prisoner may gvpposc or heh-ere to he the ground on which he is detained, 
he has not the right to be told what the grounds are. 

Ah T cannot believe that the Hon’ble Chief Justice could have misdirected 
hiinHclf, T can only conclude that his observations on this point have been 
incorrectly reported. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) to (iii) A statement is laid on the Librarv" Table. 

(iv) Orders of detention were passed by the Government of Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With relerence to answer (//) where it 
is stated that “all the rights and privileges to which persons detained under 
Itegulation 111 of ISIS are entitled have been grjinted”, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be plwised to st^ite in what re.spects are these rights and privileges 
different from the security prisoner’s rights and i)rivileges provided under 
the Bengal Security I’risoners Kules? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I will refer the hoiiouTable 
member to Itegulation 111 and to the Security Bnsoneis’ Rules wlin h are on 
the liibrary Table. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No. Sn. I asked a spenfic (|Ucstion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou (“Hiinot 4isk him to gne a coinpaiative vi(‘v, You 
should ask a si)ecitic (jucstioii. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
t/O state it it is a tact that atier the rearrest of cei'tain >.ecurit,\ prisoners 
released under orders <»t the High Court, the ])nvileges ulnch Regulation 111 
priMiners wen* pieviousl) entitled to were modified and made just m line 
with the privileges granted to .security prisoners under Seturit\ Brisoneis 
Rules, umy 

Tha Hon’bta Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I vill refer the honourable 
juember to rejdy (h). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased 
to state if It is a fact that pri.soners declined under Regulation III of 1818 
were or luive l>een in tbe |kis( granted allowances to cover their life insurance 
premia 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plwised to 
state if it is a fait that a Regulation 111 prisoner wjis in tlie j)jst granted 
per.M»nal allowance and also liberal allowances for maintaining himsell in the 
siime slamlard of lite in detention as he was outside detention ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as the ji^ist is 
(X>nce.."ed, I ask for notice, but speaking fixmi memory I can Kiy that this is 
oorrect. 
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Dft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble be pleitsed 

to stole if he is awore that iiiimeiliately after the rearrest of the persons who 
were released under the orders of the Hi^h Court under Ile^ulatiou III of 
1818, orders were issued from the Home Department to the jail authorities 
directing- them to apply Security Pri>oners’ Uules onl\ on such prisoners ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not sure, hut 1 maintain 
that whatever may have been done in the hegrinning;, «t the present time 
the Ee^^uLition III pri.soners have gfot all the privilegfes tliat they are entitled 
to. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the lion hh Minister 
\w pleased to state whether the g^rounds mentioned iti tlie earlier t>iirt of the 
tjuotiition leter to such grrounds as the (ioverninent think ‘'grounds untested 
by judicial pixiceedings”* 'f 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 submit, Sir, that this is 
purely a question of law, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: N<». Sir, it is not a que.stion 
ot law, 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 lui\e mit bdloweil the (juestion. Mi\ U.n ('haudUuri, 
what is \nui (|uestion? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, >ou will tind in the 

quotation ot Ilcgulalion III that there are two places where the word 
“giounds" occur . In the first part the word occurs in connection with 
“grounds ol such detennination” and in the latter [xirf it ocmrs in 
“siipiMised gixiunds”. (Tovernment in their repl\ state that “supposed 
grounds” mean grounds sup{Kis4‘d h\ tin* |»risoner ami not by (ioxernmeut 
and (io\eriimenl think that the interjnetation [)ut on t he e.\pr(*ssJon used hv 
the ( had .lustiee was not a eoiiect interpretation. Therefore, Sii, it (vannoi 
be so because 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an argument, 1 understand youi (|nesfion. 
Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yon will find, Sir, that it is 

stated in the Kegulation “Whereas the ends of justice require that, when 
it ma\ he determine*! that any person shall l>e jilaced under perH<jnal 
restraint, otherw'ise than in pursusince of some judicial proceeding the 

grounds ot such deteriniuation etr*. Now, Sir, “gr<mnds of 

determimitioii" evideiitls mean the groumls untested by jmli< ial jiro* ee:l mg. 
Heie the grounds must mean grounds supjMised by (iovernmenl to be 
sutfii'ient groumls. It (^innot bean>tiiing else. “Suj)|)osed gixnimls” in the 
latt«‘i [Kirt m<*an according to (io\ernment groutids sujijxjsed hv the prisoner 
and not hy the ( foveriiinent . Sir, here “supiK)Hed groumls” must mean 
grounds si>ppo>e<l hy (fovernment- g-rouiids which (lovernment ihink 
sufficietit for detention under Regulation III. Why should it mean 
diflferentl\ r 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai rhaiidhuri, you want to ask the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge as to whv he interprets the word “supposed” in that way. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. Why should not 
“supposed” be supposed by Gk>v€riinient ? In a covert way the Hon’ble 
Minister has reflected on the observations made by the Chief Justice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I th ink that question is a (juestion of interpretation 
and the interpretation put upon the words by the Hon’])le Minister is already 
in the answer. There can be no discmssion on that. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Will the Ilou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether acoordinjf to the interpretation which he has put iijwn this 
expression in the Kep’ulation a prisoner wdio has no ^fround to siipp(jse or 
believe that he is p’uilty or should be detained or can be detained in jail will 
have no opjxjrtunity of makinp; any representation because he has nothinjif to 
justify the supjxisition or the l)elief that he is jj^uiltyr' Is that the inter- 
pretation p’iven hy the l«w' officer of the (iovernnient or by the Hon'ble 
Minister ^ 

Th0 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The interpretation is there 
and it is for the honouixihle member to judp:e what it ineiins. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: In view of the fact that the IloiCble 
Minister has himself ventured an interpretation in the reply, is it not open 
to me to ask how' he justifies that interpretation in view of the clause 
quoted ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already j?iven his answer 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The 1 ast answer ^iven i)\ the Hon’ble 
Min ister is “You can draw your own inference”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, are you j)reinu’ed to the leanons 
for the answer }" 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is m\ interpretation and 
the matter ends there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the ilou'hle Minister he pleased 
to state if any communication has been received by Government in connection 
with the supiK)scMl jrround of .such detention from any ot the jirisonera 
mentioned in the statement laid on the Tahrary Table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleaswl to tell us whether there was any comparison made between the 
quotation as reported and the actual judgment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The answ^er says “As I cannot believe that the Hon’ble 
Chief Justic'e cxnild have misdirected himself, I can only (H)uclude that his 
obserx'ations on this point have been incorrectly rejwrted”. You put some 
question in regard to the report that will make the f>oint clear. 

Mr I. D. JALAN: Have the Government got a correct report of the 
judgment of the Chief Justice? 
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TN Hon’bl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOINl If tk* bosotti»bl« member 
won’t pee the point, 1 cannot help him. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: pf;r^ ^ 

^ ?rnlm ’tcnr firr^c^ fV hi <4^; cnJ *CT •fWtir 

*nr ^HT opfH *m 'sihhhh f% hi t 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ank tor wot ice. 

Mr. SANTOS H KUMAR BASU: Is the lion 'bio Minister prepared to 
gay that every prisoner detained under Rej?uLition 111 has ulretidy ^ot 
allowances 'i 


The Hon’ble Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 cannot ^o into details. But 
1 maintain that all the rijrhts and privilejros which the prisoners are entitled 
to are beinff provided for and if the honourable member will brin^ any 
specific ciise to my noti<e, I will certainly kn^k into it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: inft 

"Stmt 5fC5^ cn mrtir 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hj-pothetical question. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Minister kindly 
take into consideiation the ilesirahility of recHmsiderin^f the interpretation 
which he has j?iven in view of the fact that this interpretation appears to be 
absurd and to l>e an attepint to wrij^fple out of the position created by the 
judgment of the Hon 'hie Chief Ju.stice? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the other hand I feel tluit 
this is a p<*rlectly |ifood interpretation. The honourable memlier Ihih not 
understood the law on the [mint. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In piittinj;^ supplementary questions 1 should like 
honourable members to consider the desirability of not usinjr adjectives and 
adverbs in connection with iiuestions and answers wherever practicable. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That applies to the Government side 
also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tea 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: On a point of personal explanation. 
Sir. I am not usinj;^ any adjective with reference to the Hon'ble Minister 
himself hut his interpretation can certainly be characterised as absunl and 
foolish. 


Mr. SPEAKER! This is not a time of discussion. If it luid been a 
question of • discussion, that question would have arisen. While trying? to 
elicit facts it is desirable that the use of expression.s which ini|fht be taken 
to be offensive or which are more or less unnecessary shouhl be avoided as 
far as practicable. 

19 
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Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDUS With reference to answer (a), may 
we know what more rights and privileges have been granted to those who 
have been detained under Begulation III of 1818? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is again comparative. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In question (a) attention has been 
drawn to the judgment ; *Tt must be p^>inted out ” 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot my what more rights and privileges. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the rights and privileges granted to them as Begulation III 
prisoners ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has answered that when he said that he could not 
go into details but that all the rights and privileges to which persons 
detained under Regulation III of 1818 were entitled had been granted to 
them. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

I ^ ’PJ' security prisoner (7T 

<7T Regulation III prisoner "3^ 

^0\ &PF1 ^isn, 'il^l comimrative figure c*R 'U’rtct 

^ I 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the other hand it the 
honourable member had only thought of it and put a (luestion like that he 
would have got a reply. Why did he not think of it before? 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to let us know what is the correct rejwrt of the Hon’ble Chief 
Justici^’s direction in this matter? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would only ask the honour- 
able member to read my reply more carefully. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: I have read it. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Grants-in-aid to primary schools of Midtiaporo district. 

•71. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that during the last ten years the grants-in-aid to the primary 
schools of the Midnapore district are continually decreasing per teacher 
and per school? 

If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will' the Hon’ble Minister 
be plea«:ed to state the reasons thereof? 
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(a) Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether any amount is 
bein^ ^nt to help the primary schools in the district for reconstruction of 
the houses which have collapsed durinj? the last cyclone on the 16th Octo- 
ber, 1942 P 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) No. 

(5) Does not arise. 

(c) A total sum of 118.2,24/258 has since been sanctioned as detailed 
below : — 

(?) Ordinary grants for repairs to Board Primary Schools — Rs.8,233. 

(ii) Orant for repairs to (\vcl(»ne-damaged schools — Rs. 2, 18,025. 

(tit) Additional grants for same — R8.8,000. 

Total— R8.2, 24, 258. 

Dr, GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: z^i\ 
c^m i?t^i ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The number of schools that 
were affected is 1,175. Mo.st of these sclunds have been given grants. 

Dr, GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: So^'ondary Schooler 
7,.^ ^5 ^1 VC^OS, ’ii’i] 3<TH?r 

Mr, SPEAKER: The (piesi ion relates to priniory schools, you cannou 
a.sk (piestions relating to sc'condarv scIhhiIs, 

Mr, ABDUL KARIM: Will the Iloi/hle Minister be ple4ised to state if 
Goveniiuent (‘on.sider it tle.siralile to spend money f4>r relief of teachers ix 
these primary schools!' 

The Hon'bic Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Some money has been granted 
for that purpo.se. For renew'al of appliances Hs. ()2.08S Im.s been granted 
and for financial relief to teiichers Rs. 1,17,20(1 has been gmntofl for tlii« 
district. 


Outbreak of malaria in KithoreganJ and Netrokona tubdivisient, 
Mymensingtu 

•72. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware that — 
(f) malaria, in epidemic form, has been sweeping over many places of 
Kishoreganj and Netrokona subdivisions in the district of Mymen- 
singh for the last three years; and 

(it) specially Dhala, Bhowal, Routhi, Talganga, Sacbail and Dighdair 
unions of Tarail thana and Gaxadia, Kadir Jungle and Earim- 
ganj unions of Karimganj thana of Kishoreganj subdivision have 
been very seriously affected P 
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(6) Will thft Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on tke Table a state- 
ment showing union by union from tbe Ut January, 1942, till the 3(Hh June, 
1943, fhe total number of deaths caused by malaria in the unions referred 
to in (a) (it)? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleuMcd to state what Mteps, if any, have been taken by Government to 
prevent malaria? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jilaliiddin Ahmad): (a)(i) Yes, there have been outbreaks of malaria in 
Netrokona and Kishoreganj subdivisions. 

(u) From the rejmrt of the District Health Officer it ai)pears that all 
these unions were badly affected by malaria except the union of Kouthi. 

(h) A statement is laid on the library Table. 

(c) 2,498 lbs. of quinine for sale and 1,888 lbs. of quinine and 1,472 lbs. 
of cinchona febrifuge for free distribution have been sent to the district of 
Mymensingh during 1943-44. 

Besides, 35 doctors were deputed by the Director of Public Health on 
requisition from the Chairman of the District Board to open malaria treat- 
ment centres in the affected areas of the district during the period from 
January, 1942, to 15th July, 1943. 

Government have sin(!e sanctioned a scheme providing for establishment 
of two sub-centres attached to every charitable dispensary in the province 
for treatment of malaria cases by means of free distribution of quinine. 
Government have also sanctioned empb)yment of a large number of doctors, 
sanitary insi>ector8 and health assistants for anti-epidemic work. 

Owing to the vastness of the problem and dearth of anti-larval and anti- 
mosquito materials, no preventive steps could lie undertaken other than the 
sterilisation of patients with quinine, which constitute the first step in the 
prevention and spread of the disease. 

BtbU MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (c), 
luimely, that some quinine w-as sent for free distribution, will the Hou’ble 
Minister he plcuisod to tell us the system adopted by (lovernment for free 
distrihuti(»n of quinine at the present time? 

Tba Hoifblt Khan BaluMlitr Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

agency through which the distribution of quinine is made is as follows; 
Supplies are given to municipalities ond district l>oanls by the District 
Ilalioning Authority on their requisition of quinine. Medical staff is also 
sent to nmlarial areas. Medical units are also .sent to the districts. Tem- 
porary mediwU officers were also sent for charitable dispensaries in the 
subdivision of Tangail. At present the arrangement has been somewhat 
dli''*'ged and the member is referred to the Press Communique issued by the 
Government of Bengal. 
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MMivi MUNAMIIAO ItRAIL: WiU tke Hoa’bk Minktor Im pletwed 
to state what is the omottnt of quinine for sale that has heea allotted to the 
Eishoreganj subdivision and what is the allotment out of the quota for the 
free distribution of quinine as well as Cincbona Febrifufje for Kishorepranj 

Th« HOffi’bIt Kh«i BiAadur Mautvi dALAtUODIN AHMADs 1 have 
jfot no separate figures. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ple«ised 
to state what agency 1ms been appointed by (loverninent for the free dis- 
tribution of quinine and Cincbona Febrifuge and also for the sale of 
Government (piinine 'i 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDOIN AHMAD: 1 btve 
just given a reply to that in my previous answer. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, in the reply that has been given 
the Hoii'ble MinisttT refernMl <)nl> to muiiicipulities. May I refer him to 
the position in rural areas and a.sk him what is the system of free distribution 
of quinine in rural areas? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: In the 

answer 1 Ivave stated not only ulmut tlie distribution in municipalities but 
also alKint flistrihiition in runil areas. If the member so likes, I may again 
say tluit subdivisionul ofiicers were authorised to select non-official agencies 
whom they considered reliable and then there were tretitmenl centres where 
(juinine w*as distributed. There are also sanitary assistants to whom quinine 
is given for free distribution at present. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to sierilixation of 
piitients will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to slate bow many patients 
hfiive been steriliz/ed and wheAier <iny register is kepi of the {Mitients ho 
sterilized ? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 do not 

know whether any register is kept but present we have issued instructions 
to the treatment centres to keep registers. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: WiU the Hou’ble Minister be plcuised 
to state with reference to the thirty-five doctors, who have been deputed by 
the Director of Fublic Health to Mymensingh, may I ask the Hon’ hie 
Minister as to how many doctors have been allotted to the worst affecte<l areas 
of Ki.shoreganj ? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: All these 
doctors were sent to the worst affected areas in c^msuliation with the district 
board of Jlynieusingh and the local authorities and I Have no separate 
figures with me showing their allotments in different areas, 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there are any such centres where charitable dispensaries 
liave been opened? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 am 

informed that recently aome centres have been opened. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
bp j)le<ased to state bow the areas where there are no charitable dispensaries 
and where no treatment centres can be opened are proposed to be served? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
already answered that question. The subdivisional officers have been asked 
to select non-Oovemment agencies. That means any persons whom they or 
the District Magistrate consider reliable in areas which are out of the reach 
of charitable dispensaries or of the treatment centres are selected for the 
distribution of quinine. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of these non-official agencies selected by the 
subdivisional officers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
already answered that question. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister bo 
pleased to state what are the agencies selected by the subdivisional officers 
for distribution of quinine? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I submit 
it is too vague a question. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Will the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the non-official agencies selected generally or 
selected in those particular areas by the particular subdivisional officers 
ooiicerned ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The kind 
of persons whom the subdivisional officers consider to be reliable, for 
example, teochers of schools, union lK>iird pre.sidents, graduates, zamiudars 
or respectable traders or any other persons on whom the subdivisional officers 
can depend. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us whether the system adopted by Government in the district of 
Mymensingh is (M)ramon for all the districts or it is particularly for that 
district ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The rules 
of the Government have been published in the press by a Press Communique 
and the rules apply to all the districts. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
stikte whether in the rules that have been framed for the purpose only school- 
mas^^^s are stated and not other persons such as traders, graduates and 
•emindars? 
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Tte HMi>Me Kim Bahadur Mauivi dALALUOOIN AHMAD l No. there 
is DO specific mention of school-masters. 

Mr. AHMSD ALI MRIDHA: Yes, there is. 

TIm Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD i The 

Government instruction is whomsoever Government considers reliable, 

Mr. MONMOHAN DASs Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that malaria has been prevailing there in so virulent a 
form that the normal functions of union lioards Iwive been suspended and 
that the figures of death rate that liave been laid on the Library Table are 
not correct? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

figures of death rate are correct so far as the ofHcial information goes and 
I am not aware of any .suspension of w’ork anywhere on account of the out- 
break of malaria. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly enquire 
whether it is a fact that jvart icularly in the union of Bhujadia the death 
figure ha.s been given as f)7*S and whether it ia a fact that the present relief 
association, particularly the Bengal Relief Society, that enquired and 
pro(‘ured some figures have found — so far as my information goes — that 
d,000 people have already died in the year 1943 whereas the death figure 
given by Government is 578? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are putting too naany questions in one question. 
Put one after another. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: The Hon’ble Minister said in reply to my 
previous question that the death figure that ha.s been laid on the Library 
Table is a fact and is true. Will the Hon’hle Minister l>e phoised to enquire 
whether it is a fact that the figure that has been placed on the Library 
Table is not correct and that the figure that has been procured and wllected 
by the other private relief association that has l)een working in the mufassil 
is different from the Government figure? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry you have not been able to put your 
question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, going through the questitin, I find 
that no answer has been given to question (r). We want a definite answer 
from the Government what they have done in the malaria-stricken areas and 
not in the whole of the district. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has been stated, in aaswer (c).' 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: That shows what amounts of quinine 
and cinchona febrifuge have been sent to the district of Mymensingh. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the preventive step taken. 
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Mr. OHARU OHANORA ROY: But that is not the preventive step 
taken for the area — it is for the whole district. We want to know what 
Government have done for the particular area. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; This 
quinine has been sent for the affected areas within the district. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: But that is not the an.swer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That may not be the answer, but the Hon’ble Minister 
prefers to answer in that way. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of the discrepancy of the fijfures given by Govern- 
ment and the Bengal Relief Society 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why do you say that there is any discrepancy!'^ 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire alK)ut the correctness of the figure given by Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has alreody stated that the information given is 
correct. So, how does that question arise? 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: In view of the discrepancy — — 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no discrepancy anywhere. You may ask 
whether Government is aware that some cauisus has been taken by some 
other body, and, if so, what are the figures. If you ask that, then that 
would be something. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: In answer (c), it has been 
said that Government have sanctioned a scheme. I want to know if the 
scheme has been put into execution and, if so, since when. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, it 
has been put into operation since December. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a large number of deaths took place in the months of October and 
November from malaria? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: No, I 

do not accept that a large number of deaths occurred. 


Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: If I say that the figure given by Government 
is not correct, can the Hon’ble Minister challenge my statement? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. I cannot allow that. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if Government will be in a position to challenge if I say that the Govern- 
ment figure is not correct? 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has replied to that. 
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Mtlilvt AHMED ALI MRIDHAl With reference to pcMnigraph 2 of the 
answca* at pafi^ 6, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
the scheme is a provincial one or it relates to the district of Mymensingh 
only? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: For the 

province as a whole. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: AVill the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state how many sub-centres are there in the district of Faridpur? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want 
notice. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether quinine centres have been established or started in places 
not served by union hoard or district hounl dispensaries? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: There 

cannot he any (juiuine centres hut the non-tiovernment HKt‘noi4*H have been 
selected by the suhdivisional otlicers. 

Discussion in oonnection with the answering of Starred Question No. 73 by 
the Parliamentary Secretary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In connection with Starred Qu<‘stion 
No. 7d may I submit, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister is not ])resent. The 
question may he held over, because I am almost certain that the substitute, 
namely, the Parliamentary Secretary, cannot do justice t<) it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are presuming someth injif. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is what 1 am appreheiidinfr. I 
submit, Sir, that the question may he held over till the Hon’hle Minister 
may be in a position to reply himself. 

There is another submission that 1 have t<> make. 1 have ulr(*ady sub- 
mitted a short-notice question on this very subject which relates to the life 
and death question of a large number of people. In view of its urgency, 
I submit that this question may kindly he taken up either tomorrow f»r the 
day after along with the other question. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, I support the submission made by 
Dr. Sanyal in view of the importance of this question. The Hon’ble 
Minister in charge was present in the House only five minutes ago. Let 
us have the answer to this question when it will Ik* convenient for him to 
attend this Assembly. 

Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Why cannot this <}uestion l»e 
answered by a Parliamentary Secretary? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Because it is so important that he will 
aot be able to give any reply. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. There is a request from the leader of 
a party and it is for the Government to consider whether the request may 
be complied with. Of course under the rules I sitifing here cannot say that 
a Parliamentary Secretary will not be able to do justice until I am satisfied 
after seeing things whether he is in a position to answer or not, but when 
the request has come from the leader of a party, I would ask the Govern- 
ment side to say if there is any objection to this question being held over 
for being answered by the Hon'ble Minister himself. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, in the absence 
of the Leader may I suggest that the question should be put and answered 
by the Parliamentary Secretary? Jn case any point arises which it is not 
possible for the Parliamentary Secretary to answer, a further question may 
be allowed on short notice. I quite realise that the subject is an important 
one, but there is no reason to suppose that the Parliamentary Secretary is 
not in a position to answer the supplementary questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it lias been the recognised privilege 
of this House that when Ministers in charge think that they would require 
some time more, they submit to you to hold over a question, and it is also 
the privilege of the Opposition that if they at any stage think that a ques- 
tion may be held over, it has never been refused and automatically as a 
matter of course and courtesy it has been agreed to. I do not want to press 
the point regarding the ability or otherwise of the Parliamentary Secretary, 
but I have another submission to make, namely, that 1 have put in another 
question on this very item which I consider to be so very important and this 
may be conveniently taken up along with this question, and it will be 
convenient both for the Department as well as for the Minister concerned 
to deni with the two together. In this view of the thing I submit that this 
question may be held over for a day or two. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That would be a 
very wrong principle and that is my only objection. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it has not been ascertained whether the 
Parliamentary Secretary will he in a position to reply to this question. The 
Opposition will only be justified when they will find that the Parliamentary 
Secretary is not in a position to answer the question. Before that I do not 
think that a case has been made to say that the question should be held 
over. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, don't you think that there is 
a danger to the general conduct of business in this House if requests of this 
nature are made to you, and there is poison in the request in the shape 
of reflection on the capacity of a Parliamentary Secretary whose duty it 
is to answer the questions. Sir, such requests may he intended to disturb 
the induct of business in this House. A question has come up; it is going 
to be answered under the normal rule, and therefore, if such requests are 
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to be made, they should he made outside in the lobby and arrangfement 
csome to. Otherwise I think it will not be in the interests of parliamentary 
procedure to make such requests. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Minister in charge entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see the Hon'ble Minister is already in, and, there- 
fore, I am relieved of the responsibility of giving a ruling. 

Mr# ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Whether the Hon'ble Minister is 
here or not I am seeking your guidance in this matter whether such remarks 
should be allowed and whether work of this House should be held up by 
requests of the nature made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If 1 am called upon to give a ruling, I am called 
upon to do so on actual state of facts. It is well known that the Speaker 
cannot be asked to give a ruling on hypothetical facts. When tin? question 
was put here, the tacts were that the Hon’ble Minister in charge was not 
in this House. In the meantime, the Hon’hle, Minister in ehurge has come 
to this House. Therefore, it has now become an academic (inestion and 
does not directly arise and I am not called upon to give a ruling on thii 
point, but in fairness I must observe at tins stage that it is not fair with- 
out hearing anybody to sav, whoever he may be, Either a Minister or a 
Parliamentary Secretary, that he will not he able to do justice to a parti- 
cular question. 

(Cries of “hear, hear” from the Coalition Benches.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, I have made my suhinis.sion on 
two grounds. If our friends on the opposite are definitely intending to 
expose one of their Parliamentary Secretaries, I will now reassert my 
original statement and I do claim that this House has a privilege to get 
the best answer possible from Government and, Sir, if any Parliamentary 
Secretary that seeks to reply to this question is not in a position to reply 
to our supplementaries, I hope you will exercise your power to see that he 
ceases to deal with questions in a frivolous manner. I am sure he will 
ask for notice on every supplementary question. I am certain that he will 
not be able to do justice to this question. It is a matter of serious import 
affecting the life and death of a large number of people. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Practically we have come to the end of the question 
time. 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK; That was their object. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That might have been the object, but 
if things are done in this way, i cannot help saying that the Parliamentary 
Secretary concerned should have better courage, better discretion. I did 
not want to press the point, but now I do. 
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I say, Sir, tbat my esteemed friend the Parliamentary Secretary concern- 
ed should have better courage, better discretion 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Sir, there should not be this 

aspersion. 

Mr. 8PEA1CER: Question time over. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MATH BI8WA8s Sir, I have got your consent to 
move my adjournment motion to the effect tbat the bu.siness of the Assembly 
do adjourn for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the situation arising out of the decision recently 
arrived at by the Government of Bengal to encourage and advise the agri- 
culturists to produce jute during the coming season in full eight annas of 
the basic acreage of 1940, to be sold at a maximum price to be fixed on the 
basis of Its. 17 for Indian ‘Mat” middles at Calcutta, the prices of other 
qualities or grades of raw jute being in purity with that price, while Bengal 
is in the grip of famine for want of sufficient food crop. , 

Sir, there is a short statement with me. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Pltase pass it on to me. 

(Copy handed to Speaker.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER. A question has arisen wln*ther notiio has been received 
by the depurlinents c<»ncerned and I have got to verify it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That does not concern us. us 

have the question of admissibility decided first and then have the time fixed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not fair. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, in any case I want the leave 
of the House to move the adjournment motion. 

Khftn BtHadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have no information 
on that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. May 1 submit, Sir, that the rules do 
not require any notice to the Government at all! In fact in the Central 
Ijegislature there had been numerous occasions in which immediately arising 
out of questions and answers given in the House straight off adjournment 
motions were tabled and taken up on the very day. The members on behalf 
of Government who are present in the House should in such cases be in a 
position to deal with the adjournment motion straightaway if they are equal 
to their task and if they always require tutoring by the department they 
had better vacate their office. 

K|UUi Bahidur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 bbject to that statement. If 
Gov.^ment had received information (Dr. Naliiiaksha Saktal: There is 
no question of Government.) they would hove come prepared with an 
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explaiOktion and then there migrht not l>e any nece«aity for moring thi« 
adjournment motion at all. We ean of course explain every thing. You 
do not expect Government to come prepared for every contingency. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ( 'an y<»u make any categorical statement ti) the effect 
that you did not receive any noticed 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I caiim»t speak for the other 
departments. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 may say that the Ilon’hle Minister for 
Agriculture and the Hon’hle Minister for ('ommerce and Labour have not 
received any notice of this adjournment motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sometimes it so happens that notices are not made 
over to the Hon’ble Ministers hnt made over to the departments concerned. 
It may he mislaid somewhere. Kit her there is .some negligence «>n the part 
of this department or there is some negligeme on tin* part of some other 
departments concerned. This matter re(]uires a little enquiry and u little 
time. So, I adjourn the House for lo m,uiutes. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned f<ir lo minutes.) 

(After (td joarnmvni . ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have l<»oked into the records of this office and it 
appears that twice copies of this adjournment motion have been sent. Of 
course, it cannot be said <lefinitely from the records as to the exact time 
when it was despatclied from this office but the practice, I understand, is 
that immediately on recei])t of an atljournnieut motion, before it is even 
note<l ujKoi or it is admitted or consent of the Spc*uker is sought, copies are 
sent to the Secretary to the (ioveruor, to administrative departments as 
well as Secretaries to the (fovenniient in the adinini.strative departments 
and again when after examination (amsent of the .Spcak«*r is given copies 
are sent once more to the Secretary to the Governor, to Secretaries to 
Government in the respective departments concerned us well u.s to the 
departments concerned. It appears from the records that twice as usual 
copies have been received by Secretaries as well as by depart men ts. When 
I said “Secretaries”, it does not necessarily mean that copies were actually 
handed over to Secretaries. It depends upon the practice followed in the 
office itself. But it is clear that twice these copies have been des}mfched 
and twice received. That is what appears to be the state of things «<» far 
as I could gather from the record.s of this office up till now, I should like 
to know’ what is the position of Government if Government fmve got to say 
anything .with regard to it. 

The HoiPble Mr. Khwalt 8HAHABUDDIN: A.S far as we are concern- 
ed, I have made enquiries. Till the matter was raisetl here I had no infor- 
mation that any such notice w’as sent. As soon as 1 heard about it, 1 made 
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dnquiriea from the Secretary to Government in the Commerce and Labour 
Department and he told me that notice had reached him at 5 o’clock. That 
iH the position as far as we are concerned. We were all here 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was it the Ist or 2nd notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: First or second, I did not 
enquire. I simply asked “Have you received any notice of any adjourn- 
ment motion over this question?” He said “Yes”. Then I asked “When 
was it received?” He said “It was received at 5 o’clock”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That was about the Commerce Department. But I 
think that notices have also been sent to the Department of Aj^riculture. 
My Department could not say definitely whether it belongs to the Agri- 
culture Department or Commerce Department. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN H088AIN: 

At f)-M) p.m. when I finst heard of the notice of the adjournment motion, 

I made enquiries. But the Secretary had already left oftice. So. I had 
no notice of it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is clear to me that notice had been sent from this 
office and notice hud been sent not once hut twice. 

The Hen’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: When and what w^as 
the time? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, that is not for me to say. Notice was twice 
sent from this office and this notice was twice received also, and the state- 
ment made on behalf of the Government does not definitels establish that 
notices were received at the time alleged. Notices mij»ht have been received 
in the office by some clerk and he might Imve been negligent. Therefore 
the question of not receiving notice in time does not aft'ect this House at 
all. It is a serious affair. I will enquire if there liave been any latches 
on the part of this Legislative Assembly Department. But from the records 
it* appears to me that there have not l>een any vsuch hitches. Similarly, I 
hope (ioverninent will also enquire into this matter very carefully. It is 
a serious affair aiul it may be necessary for our future guidance that some 
definite steps may be taken in this direction noting the time when it is 
dispatched and when it is received. 

Apart from this question, as far as I can see, the rules do not require 
that the (ioverninent side should have any notice before they come to the 
House. It is certainly convenient for everybody concerned that if both 
the sides are prepared it w'ill l>e better to deal with a matter of this descrip- 
tion. But in the absence of any definite rules requiring that notice should 
be given to Government and in the nature of the thing itself I think, under 
the oircumst-ances in the present case, I cannot accept the objection that 
Government might put forward with regard to the non-receipt of this notice, 
as they say, in time. Therefore, I would ivsk the Government side now to 
state if they have got anything to say with regard to the admissibility of this 
motion rt>r discussion. 
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KiM Bthwhir MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. I bare read the motion care- 
fully and it appears to me that it does not carry any sense. It says that 
the business of the House do adjourn for the purpose of discussinjf a matter 
of urgent public importance, but it simply makes a recital of what has 
happened: it does not say whether the situation has created any alarm or 
bad feeling by any failure on the part of Ci(»verunient . So, it is entirely 
a meaningless motion. Therefore, I submit that it would be mere waste 
of time to take up the motion as it lias been worded. 1 would request you, 
Sir, to please read it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mohammed Ali, you have a.sk»‘d me <o read it and 
YOU have characterised it as carrving no sen.se whatsoever. I h.ivc read it. 
and you know’ the rules. The rules require it to he ]dac(Ml before me and 
I have given my consent. You simplv say whether there is anything in 
the rules wdiich debar a discussion on the jiresenl motion today. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. I object to this motion, firstly, 
because it is not a matter of definite public importance, secondly, because 
it is vague, and thirdly, because it carries no meaning, it does not say what 
is the situation created. That is why 1 say it is not admissihle. I'lidcr 
the rules it must raise a definite matter of urgent public im|M)rtance. but 
there is nothing definite in the resolution: it simply makes a recital of what 
ha.s happened and nothing else. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I object to this resolulion 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I feel it i.s tlesirable lluit while dis- 
cussing about the admissibility ol un adjournment motion, if there i.s any 
objection on the part of the Oovernnient an Hnn'hle Minister should speak 
on belialf of the Government. Hut in view' of the fact that one Parlia- 
mentary Secretary has spoken, 1 think it is not desirable that another 
Parliamentary Secretary should rise to speak. If you want to say anything, 
I think you should choose your spokesman and let him .speak. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, if one peison has made his 
submission first, is it your point that no other person should he allowed 
to speaks Hut that will be to our disadvantage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is desirable in the interest of economy of time at 
least, if not for anything else, that the (foverninent siiie should have one 
spokesman. But as you say in the pre.sent ca.se you may he at a dis- 
advantage, I will allow two of you to speak. You have spoken and let 
another of your party speak on behalf of the Government. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, will you kindly refer to rule ffOl' in 
rule % it is laid down that a motion for adjournment of the business of the 
Assembly for the purpose of di-scussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance* may be made w'ith the consent of the Speaker. 

I^ow', Sir, here the point is, “for the purpo.se of discussing a definite 
matter”. Therefore the matter must be made definite in the resolution. 
But, Sir, if you go through it you will find that the matter is not at all 
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definite; it is vaguely worded and it does not capry any sense, as my 
konourable friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ail has said. The rule 
requires that the matter must be a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, but the mover of the resolution has failed to satisfy that it is a case 
of a definite matter. The resolution runs as follows : 

“That the business of the Assembly do adjourn for the purpose of dis- 
cussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the situation 
arising out of the decision recently arrived at by the Government of Bengal 
to encourage the agriculturists to produce jute during the coming 

season ” But what is the effect of this on the production of jute 

in the coming season, they have not said. Then “ in full eight 

annus of the basic acreage of 1940, bi be sold at a maximum price to be 
fixed on the basis of Hs. 17 for Indian Mat’ middles at (Calcutta, the prices 
of other qualities or grades of raw jute being in parity with that price, 
while Bengal is in the grip of famine for want of sufficient food crop.” 

Now, Sir, what is the situation, whether the .situation is bad or whether 
the situation is good. There must be some effect for which Government 
.shoxild be held responsible. They only want to discuss a situation arising 
out of the fixing of the maximum price of jute and the encouragement to 
the cultivators to grow more jute up to eight annas. Therefore, Sir, there 
is nothing in the motion, as it is worded, to show that a definite case has 
been made out for a definite matter of urgent public importance. There- 
fore 1 would say that it does not satisfy the requirements of rule 96 and, 
as such, it cannot be admitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that the motion infringes any of the 
rules. It is a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent 
occurrence. It does not infringe any rule an<l it is in order. 1 allow this 
motion to be moved for discussion. Is there any objection H 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUODIN: Yes. 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: No objection 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister says “yes” and the Chief Whip says 
“no”. Which is the Government viewK 

Tha Hoil’bla Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The parliamentary 
practice is that the Chief Wh4> advises the Government. There is no harm 
in that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But I w’ttnt to be sure before I call upon the other side 
to rise in their seats. My duty is to ascertain the real state of facts. I 
take it that the Government has got no objection. 

(There was no objection. ) 

Then this will be discussed. I fix 6-lo today as the time for discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDOIN: Before you do that may 
1 submit if you are fixing today 

bt. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: It is already fixed. 
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Tilt Hon'ble Mr. Khwila 8HAHABUDDIN: He k&e aUowed me to 
make a submission. Sir, if you take up at 6-15 today it will at least go up 
to 8-1 5. It will be very inconvenient for the members to sit up late in a 
black-out night and it will be difficult. I would submit that this motion 

be taken up on Friday when there is no other bu.siness (Cries from 

the Opposition: *‘No, no’'; it is a non-official day.) I have not finished. 
Sir, I would submit as a suggestion that it would be more convenient if you 
take it up on Friday’. (Cries of “No, no" from the Opposition benches.) 

It is a suggestion and it is not for the members to accept. 

% 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have got to express our view and 
approval. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. Khmja 8HAHABUDDIN: Otherwise it may be 
taken up tomorrow if it is convenient to every party. If it is taken up today 
it will be inconvenient to sit up to 8-15. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot accede to the request made on 
belialf of (lovernment. It i.s in the very essence of udjotirnment motions 
tliat they should be discnissed on that very day by postponing all other 
busin(‘ss of the House on that day. (Maulvi Ahmki) Au Mridha: There 
are precedenf^.) It has been stated that there are precedents when 
adjournment motions have been discussed on a suhseijuent day, hut I am 
not aware if any adjournment motion has been discussed on a subsequent 
day when tliere has been only one adjournment motion. Is there any 
precedent ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Yes, there are. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There have been one or two cases by 
mutual consent of all the parties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want to know because 1 want to ascertain facts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; You can be sure, Sir, 

we won’t mislead you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am in a somewhat difficult position. My own inter- 
pretation of the rule is that an adjournment motion will lose its significance 
if it is not discussed on that very day. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Provided both parties agree. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Will you kindly allow me to finish? I^et me make 
up my mind. I said once I have fixed the time hut still 1 have reopened 
the matter. I am prepared to give you all facilitie.s to make your sub* 
mission. As 1 have isaid, ray own interpretation of the rule is that an 
adjournment motion must be taken up on that very day and the rule seem# 
to me to require that. It does not say that the Speaker will fix a day. It 
says that the Speaker shall intimate the hour at which the motion will be 
taken. Necessarily, apart from the sense of an adjournment motion, the 
very essence of which is that tlmt particular matter should have pre^iedence 
over every other matter to be discussed, the rule, I am afraid, does not 
admit of any other interpretation, but there have been precedents. 

20 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Kbwaja 8HAHABUOOIN: Just one interruption 
Sir. The precedent and the practice of the other House are there. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We are not concerned with the othei 
House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: When I am speaking it is desirable that you shoulc 
not interrupt me. When I have finished you may speak. I have already 
said I will give you the greatest possible latitude in this matter because 
there appears to be a practice inconsistent with the rule as I interpret it. 

Now, there have beeh occasions when there have been more than ont 
adjournment motion ; one has been discussed and the others have beer 
postponed for discussion to a subsequent dale. That is admitted. 

The second point is, and it has been admitted by Dr. Sanyal, that there 
have been occasions when a solitary adjournment motion admitted by thf 
Speaker and for which leave has been granted by the House has been post- 
poned for discussion to a future date. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: B> 
mutual consent.) I am coming to it. Tliis fact is admitted that it haji 
been discussed on a .subsequent date. The point now arises wliether it wui- 
by mutual consent or not. Now, there is a good deal of force when tht 
entire House agrees to a certain state of things because the#rules are alsc 
made by the House for the convenient transaction of the business of the 
House, bxit apart from that question I want first of all to know whethei 
it is a fact tliat that was done with the consent of the Opposition. That 
is a thing that requires asce^rtaining. Therefore, can anybody on the side 
of the (lovernment give me any light on this point:' Dr. San\ al says it is 
only with an agreement of all the parties concerned that that has been 
allowed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As far as 1 remember the 
consent question was not essential but on more than one occasion the 
Speaker fixed a later date and mutual consent was not necessarily taken. 
I also do not deny that on one or two occasions it was agreed that it may 
bo taken on a later date, I only rely on my memory. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On occasions when no question oi 
consent was discussed in the House, invariahly the Whips of the parties 
were consulted by the Speaker and we bad exchanged our views and agreed 
to the Speaker’s suggestion of a subsequent date. That is the real posi- 
tion. Whether the discussion took place in the House or not it was by 
agreement. It is a fact that by agreement we had an adjournment motion 
on a subsequent date. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It appears to me that this has been done by agree- 
ment — it may be by express agreement or by agreement implied. But can 
there be no agreement today on this question ? 1 would adjourn the House 

now for 15 minutes because at 6-30 p.m. we have our prayer time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khweja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, if you are thinking 
of fixing today it is better to take it up now. 

^r. BREAKER: I am not thinking of that at all. 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. Ktiwtja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 think it is better to 
deoide now. If we have to take up the adjournment motion today* we 
should take it up immediately, because if it is taken up after prayer we 
shall have to sit late. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. you may ask for the opinion of 
the Opposition and if it suits them 'we may begin now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I ask the Opposition AVhip just to tell me if they 
can agree to postponement of this motion for discussion till tomorrow? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We are unanimous on one point, 
namely, that there should be no postponement till Friday which is a non- 
official business day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is out of the question. 

Dr. NAtlNAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far a.s the convenience of the 
members is concerned, we feel that while we agree that the udojurnment 
motion should in all fairness be taken up on the very day it is moved if 
Government plead inability to deal with the matter we are prepared to 
accommodate them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: We ate pnqtared today. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If Government do not pl(‘ud inability, 
there is no (question of postponement. If Government require time for 
preparing themselves till tomorrow w'e may not stand in the way. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Only on the ground of convenieni'e to 
niemhers we may agree t(t postponement till morrow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Government say that they can agree to postpone- 
ment not on the ground of preparation hut on the ground of convenience of 
members. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Convenience to members on 
which side? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: On both sides. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It appears to me that there is no serious opposition 
to postponement of thi.s matter till tomorrow’. As for convenience it caif- 
not be denied that it is convenient to ail members. (LuugliterT) Sitting 
till late Lours in the House in these days of black-out and in this inoieraent 
weather it w’ould be inconvenient to me at least. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before you give your final ruling, 
Sir, we have come to a decision that if the Opposition cannot accommodate 
Government they will accommodate the Speaker. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Thank you. This matter will be discussed tomorrow 
after question time. But I would like, at the same time, to tell the House 
that I think in future 1 would have to consider the question of procedure 
and I shall do that in consultation with all party leaders. 

Adjournmeiit. 

The House was then adjournment at €-20 p.m. till 0-30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, the 0th February, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
9th February, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

Pment: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 187 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Salaries paid to A.R.P. employeea in Calcutta. 

•74. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD SOLAIMAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to 
lay on the Table a statement showing the total amount paid as salary to the — 

(t) Hindu, and 
(ti) Muslim 

employees of the following A.R.P. Services in Calcutta: — 

(t) Fire Parties, 

(it) Warden Service, 

(m) Communications Service, 

(tv) Casualties Service, 

(v) Rescue Service, 

(in) Training Department and 

(vti) Offices of the Heads of different Services, 

(1) for the period from the beginning of A.R.P. Services to the 

end of August, 1942; and 

(2) for the month of August, 1942. only? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that — 

(i) the Muslim population predominates in the Manicktola A.R.P. Sub- 
area, and 

(it) the majority of the A.R.P. employees is Hindu? 

(c) If the answer to (6) (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of — 

(0 ^indu, and 
(tV) Muslim 

emplo/eee of the A.R.P. Servicea in the Manicktola Sub-area? 
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KiMui Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohaif of tho Hon’i|lo Khwaja Sir 
NaitaMlddin) : (a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) (i) The Muslim population does not predominate. 

(ii) Yes. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply t-o clause (a) of st4irred tjuestion AV;. 74. 


Service. 

For tho whole pewiod of 
the A. R. P. up to the end 
of August, 1942. 

For the month of August, 
1942, 


Hindu. 

Muslim. 

Mmdu. 

Mushnt. 


Rs. 

Rs, 

Uh. 

Rs. 

Fire Parties 

31,370 

19,113 

2.820 

2,780 

Wardens 

7,(K>,475 

91,370 

83,000 

13,580 

Coranmnications 

4fi.037 

7,112 

9,092 

1,883 

Casualties 

3.63.535 

1,07,921 

45,930 

13,740 

Rescue 

55,200 

92,400 

12,0(M) 

18,000 

Training 

26,372 

5,433 

7,327 

1,260 

Offices of the Heads of different 
fck'rviooM. 

j 28,065 

l.'l.H70 

3,135 

1,462 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference t<) answer {a), where 
the amounts are shown against Hindu and Muslim, will the Hon’ble Minister 
in cluirge be pleased to state if the Hindu section includes all non-Muslinos 
or only Hindus specifically are picked up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Only Hindus but including 
Scheduled Castes. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8AIJYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaded 
to stale if it does include Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians alsol^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wdiat were the numbers of applicants from the community of Muslims 
and correspondingly of non-Muslims for the respective posts'" The total 
number would do. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I want notice. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Bon’bk Hiuitit«r be pleaied 
to state if any Muslim applicant was not given appointment under A.R.P. ? 


KliM Bahaiiiv MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 
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Irrigation fchome in oonnootion with ^‘Grow Mora Food*’ eampaign. 

*75. Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of CossimbaKar; Will the 
Hon’ble Minirtler in charge of the Communicationft and Works Pepartment 
be pl(*aHe<] to state — 

(a) the number of Irrigation schemes approved by Sir William Stampe 
and for which the Government of India have sanctioned a 60 per 
cent, contribiitiqn in connection with the ‘^Grow More Food^^ 
campaign; and 

{h) the full particulars in connection with these schemes, e.g.^ sites, 
expenses incurred, both capital and recurring, out of the Provincial 
revenues and the contribution of the Goveniment of India? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain), (a) Seventeen so far. 

(6) A statement furnishing the particulars is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to (h) of starred question No. 76. 

Emergency Irrigation Schemes in furtherance of the Food Production Drive 
ujjproved ])y Sir William Stampe, the Irrigation Adviser to the Govern- 
ment of India, for the execution of which the Government of India have 
sanctioned 60 per cent, of their estimated cost. 


Name of aohemes. 

Estimated 

cost. 

Probable 

expenditure 

during 

1943-44. 

Probable 

expenditure 

during 

1944-45. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1 . Improvcinont of tho Oomani Mardan Bil, police- 
station Hathaeari, Chittagong. 

24,888 

10,000 

15,000 

2. Barabil Drainage Scheme in the district of 
Murshidabad.* 

18,081 



2. Khairainari Bil Drainage Scheme in the district 
of Muraliidabad. 

19,921 

4,000 

16,000 

4. Excavation of a drainage channel from AuUa- 
pur Bada to the Peah river in the district of 
24-Parganas. 

1^57,114 

70,000 

90,000 

5. Constructing marginal embankment and repair- 
ing the old bund along tho No wee Khal in 
Chandpur Union in the district of 24- 

Paiganas. 

3,500 

3,600 

* * 

6. Re-excavation of the Durgapur Bahia Klial in 
the district of Bakarganj. 

26,343 

8,000 

18,000 

7, Silt clearance of the Brahmandia Khal, police- 
station Babuganj, in the district of liakar- 

14,164 

6,000 

9,000 


-ork hiM beoa completed m « tost relief work, laiformatton regsrdiiig the eoloal 
expenditure inouirod ie not readily aveikble. 
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Name of sohemee. 

1 Estimated 
cost. 

Probable 

expenditure 

during 

1943-44. 

Probable 

expenditure 

during 

1944-46. 


Ra. 

Rs. 

XU. 

8. Re-excavation of the Kharia river in police- 
station Phulpur m the district of Mymensingh. 

30,731 

9,000 

22,000 

9. Re-excavation of the silted up portion of the 
Bholbhola Khal, police-station Foni, district 
Noakliah. 

4,696 

2,000 

2,600 

10. Kachikata Bil Scheme, poUce-atation Mono- 
hardi, district Dacca. 

15,600 

4,000 

12,000 

11. Silt clearance of the Kliaraikhali Khal in the ! 
villages of Kharaikliali and Gazaha, district 
Khulna. | 

1 

19,803 

6,000 

14,000 

1 

12. Re-excavation of the Basail Khal, police- 
station Gouruadi, district Bakurgonj. 

66,062 

12,000 

63,000 

13. Constructing a low earthen round Dhopa 

Bil in rnauzas Kararu and Nazirraunshi in the 
district of Myincnsingh. 

22,791 

i 

?,000 

16,800 

14. Excavation of a channel for draining the Taki- 
pore maura in the district of Khulna. 

3,104 

1,000 

2,200 

16. Clmlinda-Gazna Project, police-station Bon- 
gaon, district Jossore. 

28,000 

12,000 

16,000 

16. Schoino for draining the Sita Bita Btl in Ohua- 
danga subdivision in the district of Nadia. 

67,833 

38,000 

20,000 

17, Scheme for the improvement of the Chirolia 
Panchuha Bil in Jayjturhat thana, district 
Bogra. 

61,364 

10,000 

61,000 


N.B . — The CJovmirnpnt of India have agrooKl to boar 60 fwr cent, of the cost of oaoh 
scherae. No n'curnng expeiulituro has yet ^^e«m incurriKi. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon'ble MiniHier be 
pleased to tell the House if Government have is.sued inslruclioMH to District 
Magistrftites for sending up more schemes for approval? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR; District ]k»ards have been asked to 
submit some more schemes. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say whether the Balugram-Tentulia canal in Gopalganj sub- 
division of the Faridpur district has also been taken up for re-excavation 
along with the other schemes because rumour is afloat that the canal is 
going to be re-excavated at Government expense ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I submit that this question does not 
arise. 


Mr. PRAMATHA RAN4AN THAKUR: I did not hear the answer. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Thakur, you are speaking on a particular canal 
whick perhaps does not come within the purview of this question. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: It comes, Sir, because the 
rumour is that this canal is going to be re-excavated and everybody knows 
it in the locality. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not concerned with rumours. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: I want to know whether it is 
true or not. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY; :7ft 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I am sorry I could not follow the 
question. 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: ^crm 

^1^7 TO a of 5t^i *trtT tcto 31 ^1 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: firc^'crrn 1 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8 ARKAR: Will the Jloirble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether there is any jHissibility of adding more schemes to 
the list? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes 

Held over questions. 

(After the starred (piestion No. id was called and before the answer was 
read.) 

Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK 8 HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Tliis is a 
question in regard to which both myself and the Leader of our piirty made 
a submission that the Hoii'ble Minister in charge of the Department might 
be pleased to give his answer. It is an important question relating to the 
life ond property of a very large number of people. We do not onlinarily 
object to Parliamentary Secretiiries dealing with questions hut here in view 
of the very great importance of the question, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to treat the Assembly with a little greater respect? 

Khin Blhndur MOHAMMED ALI: How does the question of respect 
arise here? 

Mf. SPEAKER* He has raised it as a point of order, and I have got to 
give a ruling. Under the rules any member to whom any function of the 
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Minister is delegated is competent to discharge that function. I understand 
that the function of answering questions has l)een delegated by the Minister 
in charge to the Parliamentary Secretory. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have y(»u received any <x>py of that 
delegation? Let us know the position. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That of course is a very pertinent question. 

(Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar showed a document to Mr. Speaker.) 

I find that there is a delegation. In view*of that delegation I cannot 
compel the ^linister in charge to answer any question which he likes the 
Parliamentary Secretary to ^luswer. I regret, therefore, that if the Minister 
ha.s delegated the function and if the Parliamentary Secretary rises to answer 
questions 1 (annot ask the Minister in charge to answer them. 

Breaches in the left embankment of river Damodar. 

•73. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA«il: (a) Will the Hon hie Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(?) the cau.se.s of breaches in the left embankment of the Damodar 
river during last flood; 

(i/) whether it is a fact that the report of apprehension of brea(‘h near 
Ainirpur was made to the Subdivisional Ollieer (Irrigation, 
Damodar Embankment) on the Kith July last; 

(ni) if so. what steps were taken by him in the mutter; 

(iv) after how many hours of the information the breach was o|)ened ; 

(v) when the breach was last opened in that urea; and 

(vi) whether Government are considering the desirability of giving effect 
to the scheme drawn up for the purpose to stoj) the havoc in 
future ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (vi) in in the afhrimitive, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what scheme has Wen so ff»rmulafed? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble Minister he pleased to slate — 

(/) whether there is a Damodar Embankment Comniitiee ; and 

(ii) if so, what is their function? 

(d) AVill the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the amount given 
annually by the Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan for maintaining pool 
bunds or embankments in Damodar river? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of tho Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
PrOSanna Pain). («)(0 The breach in the 2^fth mile of the Damodar left 
embankment was caused by an tindetected (jhofje which ultimately devidoped 
into a broach. 

(«) No. 

(in) and (iv) Do not arise. 
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(v) The breach occurred at 1 a.m. on the 17th July, 1943. There wa« 
no previous breach in the 26th mile. 

(vt) and (^) In 1920 a reservoir scheme was prepared by a special officer 
with a view to controlling hoods in the Damodar river. Government have 
appointed a (Committee with the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan as 
Chairman to advise on permanent measures for controlling floods in the river 
and in particular to advise on the utility of the scheme prepared in the year 
1920. 

It has also been decided to remodel and strengthen the left embankment 
of the river and the work is now in progress. 

Adequate flood precautionary measures will also be taken and arrange- 
ment will be made to provide patrolling staff on the embankment through- 
out 24 hours during the flood season every year. 

(c) There is no Damodar Embankment Committee. There is, however, 
an Embankment Committee for the district of Burdwan. 

The Committee is consulted in any of the following matters : — 

I. Flood Embankments — 

(a) New works, including as such sluices and escapes for exLsting 
embankments. 

(h) Alterations in the alignment of existing embankments such as are 
caused by important retirements. This includes the discussion of 
the policy of holding a threatened bank by protective works in 
preference to the retirement of the embankment. 

(c) Proposals for raising the level of the crest of an embankment. 

(d) All questions in which there is any doubt as to the interpretation to 

be given to the provisions of the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882, 
or of contracts for the maintenance of embankments. 

II. Any proposal wdiich may be suggested for a minor irrigation work. 

III. Any scheme which may be proposed for improvement in drainage. 

IV. Questions relating to w^aierways or railroads in the Burdwan 
district. 

V. Any matter referred by Government for opinion. 

(d) The amount of contribution payable by the Burdw’an Raj for the 
maintenance of the Damodar emVmnkraents only cannot separately be given ; 
the Haj, however, pays a sum of Rs. 52, 376-4-10 for the maintenance of 
embankments on the A joy, the Damodar, the Darakeswar and the Selye 
rivers, etc. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (fl)(i)T 
namely, that the breach in tie 26th mile of the Damodar left emlmnkment 
was caused by an undetected gAopc, will tbe Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state if this was an unexi)ect€Hl event or it was apprehended and several 
Chief Engineers did before give warnings of such a disaster likely to follow ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The gho^e was unexpected. 
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Dr. MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be ple«ised 
to state if it is a (act thot as early as 1928 Mr. Adams-Williams, the then 
Chief Engineer, did, in a note submitted to the Government, draw attention 
to the possibility of the embankment being breached near about the same 
turning, not at the exact point but somewhere ncor about and lie did raise 
a warning that there might be a disaster in future? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Not exactly at the point or near 
about, but he submitted a note tliat there was a danger that might follow 
in future. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister bo pleased 
to state what steps were taken to see tlmt (jhnqes did not remiiiu undeterted 
and disaster following undetected ffhoijvs might not follow? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Adams-Willkins, whom my 
honourable friend has referred to, said tliat it was not jmssible to detect 
ghogcs at all times. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Goveriuneni of 
Bengal had during recent years reduced the numluT of persons who were 
formerly entrusted to look after the eml)ankments and detect ghogis't 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ls it a fact that the Chief Engineer, 
Irrigation Department, had submitted a note and w'anted more number of 
men to enable him to w'atch the embankment which w^as turned down by the 
Finance Department ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR. Workmen neces.siiry for this purpose 
were maintained by the Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the HouMde Minister \ye pleased 
to state whether the Chief Engineer apprehensive of such a disaster applied 
to the Finance Department for increfising the numl)er of person.s entrusted 
to protect or watch the einltankment and whether that proix>sal was turned 
down by the Finance Department? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: If notice is given, Government will 
see to it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With regard to answer (a)(ii)^ where 
it is stated “No*", will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the Subdi visional Officer of Idilpur was so informed on the Ibfh 
July but he thought that tlio spot in question was outside his jurisdiction, 
being within the jurisdiction of the Sub<iivisional Officer of Chachail and 
therefore no action was taken? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many Subdiviaional Officers are there in charge of the embank- 
ments between Burdwan and Jamalpur? ' 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: So far as I know, there are more 
thiiii one Subdivisional Officer. But so far as the breach in the 26th mile is 
concerned, that is, the point that is referred to in the question, I think there 
is id least one Subdivisional Officer in charge. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA ^ANYAL. Sir, my question is specific. The 
question originally was whether the Subdivisional Officer (Irrigation, 
Daniodar Emlxinkment) was intimated of the apprehension earlier, and the 
answer is, no. My further information being that one Subdivisional Officer 
was so infomied who, however, thought that it was not within his juris- 
diction and therefore took no action, I now ask whether the Subdivisional 
Officer, Idilpur, was w infonned, but that Subdivisional Officer thought that 
the HfM)t in question w'as outside liis jurisdiction, being within the juris- 
diction of the Subdivisional Officer of Chachail, and that therefore he did not 
take any action. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answer (a)(v), namely, 
that there was no previous breach in the 2(it}i mile, although the question 
was Avhether there w'as any breach in that arwi, will the llon’ble Minister 
be jdcxised to state what was the nearest point to the present point of breach 
w'bich W'as previously brtsiiched, and w’hat is its distance from the present 
point ? 

Mr, 8PEAKER. I think that (piestion do(*s not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ts it a fact that in the year mb there 
were breaches near Manikhati, and at that jwint Mr. K. (iupta, the then, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Just put the first {xirt of the ([uestion first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. What is the distance 
of Manikhati from AhmadpurJ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA kUMAR: I Milmiit does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. the question is us to when the 
brejich was last opened in that area. The answer is that there was no 
previous breach in the 26th mile. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But as far as I <‘an see it refers to only one breach ; 
kH)k at the expression “the br«u‘h.“ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. Will the Hon’bie 
Minister be please<l U> state when w'tis there a previous breach and where? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR : There w ere several breaches at several 
places and if notice is given a statement will be furnished. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state w'hen was there the previous breach and where? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There was no previous breach at 
Amu pur in the 26th mile — I have already said that. 
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Dr. MALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that there was a breach 
between Manikliati and Palla? 

Mr. ATUL CHAMDRA KUMAR: I submit this question does not arise 
out of the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hoii’hle Minister in a position 
to deny that within 3 miles of the place there was a breach P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you prepared to answer it, Mr. Kumar ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: During the last flood there was one 
and only one breach at Amirpur. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: However, as the member in charge is 
not in a position to an.wer it, 1 will not press it 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: 1 am prepared to answer all the 
relevant questions. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer {a)(vi) and 
(/>) that in 19120 a reservoir scheme was prejx^red by a special officer, will the 
Ilon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether there were any other schemes 
than the one in 19120 referred to and whether any other officer made any 
enquiry or any recommendations y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Di S anyal, will you kindly look to the question a 
little more carefully?' It does not say “schemes”, but it only siiys “scheme” 
— it is in the singular. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Was there any other .scheme pre|>ared 
— 1 am not a.skmg tor the reservoir scheme of 19120 ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yen, u reservoir sclieine was preixireii 
ia 1920. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Was there any other scheme? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There is no other scheme. If. the 
honourable meml>er is anxio\is to learn more things aUiut this I may refer 
him to a book which is available and from which he may learn many things. 
The name of the InKik is “Damodar Flood Control Pmject” — V^iluine TV. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the self'ction from 
the records of the Bengal (jovernment relating to the “Damodar ThKid 
CJontroi Project” — Volume IV, which I have carefully read, will tlie Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale if it is a facrt tliat in that book itself there are 
at least four remedies suggested 

Mr. SPEAKER: That may be, but how does it arise out of this question ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The question was whether Government 
had any .scheme. What was the scheme recommended by Mr. Adama- 
Williams ? 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No scheme was Tecommended by 
Mr. Adams-Williams, but as I do not want to evade the answer, I may say 
tlmt Mr. Glass recommended a scheme and Mr. Adams- Williams, the then 
Chief Engineer, approved some of the recommendations as regards the con- 
struct km of some dams. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that Mr. Adams- Williams 
suggested the reservoir scheme and it is not Mr. Glass who recommended 
the scheme? I ask the Hon ’hie Minister to read it carefully. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Stinyal, I want to bring one fact to your notice. 
The whole trouble has arisen out of the (juestion. The question is a specific 
one. It says whether Government are considering the desirability of giving 
effect to “the scheme^ drawn up for the purpose to ^top the havoc in future. 
It refers to one scheme only. In fact, this scheme ought to have been more 
clearly stated in the que.stion itself. It has not been so stated. So, Govern- 
ment luis stated that there is only one reservoir scheme. 1 have allowed you 
to put the question whether there Imve been other schemes and the answer 
has been “No“. I do not think any more question arises out of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Adams-Williams, the then Chief Engineer, recommended to Government 
the adoption of (a) contixdled eswipements on the left bank to resirscitate 
the old beds of rivers IJehula, Bakaqala, Ihikulia, etc.; (h) dredging the 
mouth of the Damodnr at Ifurhura ami Bakshi ; and (c) strengthening of the 
embankment? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou are giving details ol the scheme. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IIonTde Minister be pleased 
to state whether Mr. Ad^ims-Williaras, the then Chief Engineer, recommended 
to the Government the following measures or not 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y du are an expert in questioning but why are you 
bringing in so many things in one question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Because you are not allowing me to put 
my (jiiestion in the form I did as the word “scheme” is there. I say whether 
Mr. Adams-Williams recommended the following measures, namely, having 
some controlled escapement.s, dredging the DanuHlar at Ilurhura and Bakshi 
and strengthening the emlmnkmeut. 

Mr. ATUL' CHANDRA KUMAR: For this information, the honourable 
member should not waste the time of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: He can look into this book and he 
.will get this information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. It is 
sometimes interesting to see a Iwby Parliamentary Secretary answering 
questions properly, but do you allow a Parliamentary Secretary while answer- 
ing questions to flourish books and to refer the matter to the member? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question of flourishing books. A Parlia- 
mentary' Secretary or, us a matter of that, a Minister can certainly refer any 
member to any iKxik or any publication of Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS He can mention tlie bcKik, but is 
it proper and dignified to flourish a book? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08ES On a point of order. Sir 
Parliamentary Secretary ^ ^ a C^P\ 

’Pnt wasting time.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That I have already sjiid. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. AVitli reference to the reconiniendation^ 
contained in that bcnik llourished hy the Parlianient4irv Secrtdury, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state wbat or which out of those rec^oin- 
mendations of Mr. Adams-Williams have lK*en adopted and given effect to 
by the Government iK) tar and what have not been given effect to? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too vague a question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question is what action has been 
Uiken by the Government of Bengal so far on ^the lecommendation.s of 
Mr. Adams- Williams to prevent hav4ic in future as mentioned in answer 
{a){n)'f 

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean to .say what action Iwis been taken in 
accordance with the recommendations in the Isok mentione<l hy the 
Parliamentary Secretary ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr K umar, are you prejxired to answer? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government have appointed a (’om- 
mittee with the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan as (Chairman to 
investigate into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Between 1920 w'hen the recommendation 
was made and 1944 when the Committee has been functioning what action 
has lieeu taken during these 24 vejirs? 

V 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou want to know what action has been taken during 
these 24 years? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, that is the recoinmcndutioii. 
My honourable friend has only referred to a Cominitte.e sitting. I .said about 
the recommendation.s of the then Chief Engineer Mr. Adarns-Williams and 
wanted to know what action Government have taken with regard U) those 
recommendations during the last 24 years? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you prepared to say anything, Mr. Kumar? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No, Sir. 
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Dr. NALiHAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the dredging of the mouth of Damodar at Hoorhura 
and Uakshi was undertaken by the dredger “Cowley’' as a result of the 

reoornnieiidation 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is going too much into details. 

Dr. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I would not have traversed 24 years 
unless Government came with an answer covering this period. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Dr. Sanyal, it is not fair to ask for information 
about action taken during the long 24 years in a supplementary question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that Government took no action 
to protect the embankment in the manner suggested or to provide control 
escapements on the left bank? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: 1 know’ that the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of this Department has taken action and the Committee is function- 
ing, visiting phices and thinking of construction of dams as suggested by 
Adams-William.M in his book. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to this Committee 
mentioned, wdll the llon’ble Minister in charge be pleaseil to state w’hether 
this Committee has under consideration for immediate execution ai»y remedial 
measure to stop fi(M)ding in the coming season? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, the ( kunmittee has not yet sub- 
mitted its report and it is confidential. Government is not in a position 
to know w'httt the Committee is going to do or not to do. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state if it is a fact that this Committee has nothing to do with immediate 
measures? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on mean to say that the order of reference has not 
given any authority to this (kunmittee. Is that your question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: This Committee is dealing about long 
term measures. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that there is another Committee called Technical 
Committee appointed by the Government of India which is examining 
immediate remedial measures? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not understand how this question 
forms a supplementary question although this may form a separate question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you prepared to answer, Mr. Kumar? 

Ml. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No, Sir. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; 

to stat/e if Government is aware 


Will the Han^ble Minifiter be pleased 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAH: On a point of order, Sir. I only like to know 
from yon, Sir, whether this forms really a supplementary question. It is 
not a question of whether the Parliamentary Secretary is prepjired to answer 
it or not. The question is whether the wwding of the question by Dr. Sanyal 
or information supplied by him to the House can be the subject-matter of 
supplementary questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As soon as a supplementary question is put you may 
rise and say “I object,” but if you raise any objection after 1 have allowed 
a question I cannot pive any decision. Dr. Sanyal, I want to tell you one 
thinf? that you are asking? questions relating to what steps Government 
have taken or are considering it desirable to take in preventing flood or a 
similar havoc. As far as I have been able to see, the (piestion is somewhat 
of a limited character. It relates to one flood, that is, the last flood and it 
refers to one scheme. (Dr. Naunaksiia Sanyal: The question does not 
relate to one scheme.) I have allowed you to put many questions us to 
whether Government are considering the desirability of giving effect to thin 
scheme. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: This scheme does not refer to Glass 
Scheme, it refers to Adams-Williams Scheme and tliat is why I am putting 
a question as to whether there is any other scheme.) It may be Adams- 
Williams' scheme or any other scheme. The question does not give any 
indication wliatsoever as to what was meant by this scheme. Government 
have thouglit fit to state that there wa.s one reservoir scheme and prepared by 
some Special Officer in 1920. As I have already said the (juestion was a 
little vague. In fact, it ought to have been made clearer by the Dejiartment 
itself. It a])f>ears to me that it escaped the notice of the Legislative Assembly 
De|)artmeiit itself; otherwise this part could have been disallowed. After 
this to put supplementary questions of a different nature* ami so many supple- 
mentary questions is liardly permissible. I have allowed you, Dr. Sanyal, 
to put questions of this nature, but if you w’unt any more information, it will 
be better for you to {lut another epiestiein. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleNised 
to state if at the present moment there is any project for escapement being 
provided on the right l>ank of the river? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That que.stion doea not arise. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The questiori is with regard to ade(]uate 
flood precautionary measures. I want to know u1>out the protective mwisiiren 
which are one of the projects which (iovernment is now considering. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I advise you to put another que.stion on lhi.s point. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit. Sir, that the matter is very 
grave. The other question may depend on the sweet will of the Minister in 
charge to give his consent or not. Therefore, I have got to take the earliest 
opportunity. 

21 



310 QUESTIONS. [9th Feb., 

Mr, SPEAKER! Put your question and you will get the answer in the 
course of the session. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ‘Tn the course of the session” — it will 
not do. If it is not answered promptly the mischief is done and in one 
week’s time hundreds of thousands of people will die. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Come up to the Assembly in some other form. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then I shall have to move an adjourn- 
ment motion tomorrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you are so advised you are at liberty to do that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many committees are at present engaged in examining remedial 
measures P 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The House has already devoted more than 
half an hour to this one question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is only one Committee, viz., Embankment Com- 
mittee. There is no Damodar Embankment Committee. I therefore dis- 
allow that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In answer (h) it is said that Uovern- 
ment hove apjKiinted u committee with the Maharajadhirsija Pahndur of 
Burdwan as Chairman. My question now is how many committees are at 
present engiiged in examining the remedial measures? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have olrcMidy <lisalk)wed that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Under what rules? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is my ruling. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the relationship between the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan 
Committee and the Russell Committee or the Technic;il Committee appointed 
by the Government of India? 

Mr. SPEAKER: lie has said that he i> not aware of any such committee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has it been recorded? Let it be 
recorded then. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I ‘^aid “I am not prejuired to answer 
that question”. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is not a question of his sweet will. 
I want to know whether Government 

(At this stage the next question was called.) 

Sir, 1 am on my legs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. 
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Dr« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I Kave my rights. It may be that my 
questions have been tiresome. But, Sir, you have been trying to protect 
one side^ 

Mfg SPEAKER: No question of protection of one side arises. In fact 
I consider this question to be of some importiincc and that is why I have 
allowed you to put so many questions in so many ditlerc'nt forms — questions 
which I think I would have otherwise disallowed if I had not attached some 
importance to the subject. Still you persisted. I advised you to wme with 
a comprehensive question and you sjiid that you would bring in «in adjourn- 
ment motion. If you are .so advised you may bring it if you like. But at 
last you said tiuit I had Wen protecting some .side. Thi.s is higldy objection- 
able. It is a direct reflection on the (^luilr. I hope that the IIou.se will 
agree with me when T .s^^y that you should at once withdraw that remark. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With all due respect to the (^’hair which 
I hold in Parliamentary life in very high esteem, I submit that the Chair has 
got certain specific functions to perform and he has to perform those functions 
within the rules of the Assembly. I have alrwidy submitted to you 
previously when you disallowed one of my questions under what provision 
of the rules you did so. You, Sir, for retisons best known to yourself said 
tliat you were not prepare<l to give your reasons. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, he i# aggravating 
the offence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Go.swami, 1 have asked J)r. Sanyul to withdraw 
a certain remark made against the Speaker. It is not against me personally; 
it i.s against the Spc*aker. He is making his submission with regard to my 
order asking him t-o witlidraw that statement. It is desirable that he should 
be allowed to sjn^ak out his mind. There ought not to lie any interruption. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, before 1 made that observation, I 
had very carefully and coolly submitted to you whether you were prepared 
to quote any rules under which you were di.sjillowing one of my questions 
because in my own humble retiding even the Speaker has to act according 
to certain rules of procedure laid down by this House. If the Speaker over- 
steps those limits, it is tlie privilege this House that i.s infringed and it is 
for 'the House then to examine wdiether the Speaker is exceeding his limits. 
If I liave in that connection done any offence I am prepared to withdraw. 
I submit to you that^t was not my intention to give you any offence 
personally and I again submit that as soon a.s you disallowed a question of 
mine though it was in my humble opinion and esteem within the rules, I did 
not repeat the que.stion. I bowed to your ruling. Again I submit that if you 
think that you were not really protecting anybody against myself, I am 
prepared to Ivithdraw it. I leave it entirely to you. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, a dangerous principle has been intro- 
duced by Dr. Sanyal whom you have allowed to speak in personal explanation. 
He has enunciated that your ruling can be questioned, that you can be 
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compelled to refer to rulea, and that in the course of conducting the pro- 
ceedings of this House, if you give a ruling, that ruling oan be disobeyed 
by a member. That is a very dangerous principle. On the other hand, I 
hold that if the Speaker oversteps his powers as my friend Dr. Sanyal has 
put it in that case the proper course is only to bring in a no-confidence motion 
and discuss the conduct of the Speaker. In no other way is it open to this 
House or to any member to say that the decision of the Speaker can be 
questioned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must say at the outset that it is perhaps well-known 
to every honourable member of this House, not excluding Dr. Sanyal, that 
for the conduct of business of this House, it is es-sential that the Speaker’s 
rulings even if wrong should be obeyed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I did obey. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If any member feels aggrieved by any decision of mine 
— and after all the Speaker is also a human being and liable to err — I think 
that the best course for that honourable member would be to see me in my 
Chamber and discuss with me that question. If still he feels dissatisfied 
then it would be better for him to take oilier steps that he may be advised 
to take. But if in the course of the deliberations of this House the Speaker’s 
rulings ore challenged and discu.ssions go on on the rulings of the Speaker, 
the conduct «af business by this House will l>etx)me simply impo.ssible. I 
would therefore ask Dr. Sanyal to withdraw his remarks and I hope he will 
withdraw his remarks unconditionally. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 accept your statement tlxal you did 
not seek to protect anylmdy and 1 therefore withdraw my remarks. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: It is not an 

unconditional withdrawal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal has accepted my statement that 1 did not 
seek to protect anybody and he has withdrawn. I think he ought not to 
have even suspected that 1 have tried to protect anybody in this House. 
Whatever that may he, 1 think at the same time that for the future it would 
be best if any member feels aggrieved, kindly not to challenge my ruling 
in the House, but kindly to see me iu my Chamber. There if I cun convince 
him then it is all right, and if I fail to convince him he may take whatever 
steps he may be advised to take. That txmrse woq^l be conducive to the 
smooth working of this House. 

Reetrictioii on otlling *‘Azan*' loudly by Muslim students of Pabna Edward 

College. 

•73A (Short Notice). Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: ( a ) 

With refeionoe to the reply given to the starred question No. 11, on 1st 
r*'brua»*y, 1944, will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Education Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for approving the arrangement arrived 
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at by the Governing Body of the Edward College, Pabna, that the Muslim 
students will be allowed to say their prayers in one of the rooms of the 
hostel, provided the Azan is not called loudly? 

(i) Is the Hon ble Minister aware of the fact that the Azan is enjoined 
bv the Laws of Shariat to be called loudly in order to at tract the intending 
Muslim devotees to the five compulsory prayers of Islam? 

(c) If tlie answer to (6) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
consithring the desirability of allowing the Muslim students in the said 
cpllege hostel to say their prayer without any restriction on Acan? i 

{'!) Is it a fact that — 

(/) a room in the said Edward College building was at first set apart 
as a prayer room for Muslim students; and 

(ii) by a subsequent order of the Principal, the said prayer room in tbo 

College building was closed and the Muslim boys were allowed 
to say their prayers in a room of the College Hostel? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr, Tamizuddin Khan): (a) The reply to the effect that Oovernment 
approved of the arrangement in question was inaccurate. This is very much 
regretted. No such approval was given. 

(h) and (J) Yes. 

(o'! Yes, Cl overrun cut consider it desirable that the Muslim students of 
the IfcKsttd should be allowed to say their prayers without any restriction on 
Azari 

Mr, AZHAR ALI: Will the TIori’hle Mini.ster he plegised to stale whether 
the AssisUint Director of Pul)lic Tiistniction f<»r Muluimmodan Eduoation had 
been to Pahna and had held a wmference with the Principal, the Professors 
and students? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir 

Mr, AZHAR ALI: Whah was the decision arrived at in that conference? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No final decision was taken 
there. 

Mr. AZHAR ALI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us 
whether the terms of oompromi.se were forced upon the students or whether 
the students themselves agreed to them? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There was some sort of an 
agreement but that agreement was not adhered to later on. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will (he Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what was that agreement? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The agreement was that the 
Muslim students should be allowed to say their prayers in the Muslim hostel. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the difficulties to stick to that agreement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Students of other communities 
raised objections later on. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What was the nature of that objection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The objection was that they 
should not be allowed to say their prayers with a loud call of Azan. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Did the Hon’ble Minister see the Hindu 
students personally and hear them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Wherefrom did the report come? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: From the Assistant Director 
of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to lay 
a copy of the report on the Table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: T am not prepared to do tliat. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to verify whether that report is correct or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am sure tluit the re^mit is 
correct. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for the imposition of a restriction on the calling 
of Azan for saying prayer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think there was a misunder- 
standing. Actually the students were not being allowed to say their prayers 
with a loud call of Azan. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Am I to understand that that 
restriction has since been removed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have again called for a 
report but 1 do not know whether the restriction has been removed. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
consider the desirability of having the restriction removed or otherwise take 
drastic steps against the institution itself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It is not within the power of 
the Government to remove the restriction or to impose any such restriction. 
The restriction was imposed by the college authorities. We can do nothing 
except perhaps withdrawing the grunt that the t'ollege has been receiving 
from Government. But that is a question which will have to be considered 
late* on after I have received an answer to the query that I have made. 
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Babu A8HUT0SH LAHIRi: Has any arrangement been made for the 
saying of prayers by Hindu stlidents in the college building? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As far ns I know there has 
been no such demand. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is it not a fact that originally the trouble 
arose because of the fact that the Hindu students wanted to stiy their prayers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Is it not a fact that the Hindu students 
only came forward with such a demand when the Muslim students wanted 
to have a prayer room? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of any such 
demand from the Hindu students. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the 
Hindu students went with Kntan on a Sunday for .saying their prayers but 
they w'ere not allowed to do .so bei'ause there wa.s an objection from the 
Muslim students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of that, but 
all that 1 am aware of is that the Muslim students were allowed to say their 
prayers and were saying their prayers wdien the Hindu stuilents di.sturbod 
their prayers. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
refer to the question of withdrawal of grant and say whether he has suggested 
that as a measure <if enforc'ement of that order or as a penalty? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That has been suggested as a matter of contingency 
because that w'as the only step that (M)uld be token by (lovernmont. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the withdrawal of grant be 
considered as a measure of penalty? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The question of withdrawal 

of grant is not yet under the consideration of Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How did the question of 
restriction on the loud call of Azan ori-se? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Beoause that was objected to 
by the Hindu students of the college. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I want to know on what 
grounds the students of other communitie.s opposed the loud call of Azan? 

I want a definite reply on that pKiint. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend wants definite 
information but this is a matter which can well be replied to only by the 
Hindu students. No one else can say what motive the Hindu students bad 
in their mind. 
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POINT OF ORDER. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is whether yon, Mr. Khan, are aware of the 
gronnds ou which the call of Azan was objected to. If you are not, you can 
simply nay that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I am not aware, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of enquiriiif^- into the grounds on which 
the Hindu students objected to the loud oiill of Azan? 

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not think I should call 
for a re|Kjrt for that purpose at the present moment. The whole trouble 
might have .subsided by now and without further looking into the question 
I do not think it is desirable to make a further enquiry. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Muslims pray five times a <lay and that their prayers are not a Sunday affair? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
as against the ringing <»f bells jind blowing of conchshells it is an Islamic 
commandment to call Muslims to prayer loudly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Is tin* Horrhle Minister aware that 
any infringement of that right of the Muslims makes life absolutely 
imposHible and intolerable? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You ore asking for opinion based on Shariat. I dis- 
allow it. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Is it not a fact that the Principal of the 
College did allot a room in the college building itself to Muslims for saying 
their prayers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Questions over. 

(At this stage the Rouse was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Point of Order. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK. On a point of order, Sir. I do not wish to que.s- 
tion your ruling as to the admissibility of this motion but I would like to 
have your directions for the future wording of adjournment motions. In 
the past there have been a number of rulings that adjournment motions 
must be framed in the form of a motion of censure of Government for some 
eot or omission. Yesterday I was unable to quote chapter and verse, so 
I could not speak on the point but I am now able to quote^ chapter and 
verse. 
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As early as the 13th Aupriist, 1937, a rulinjr was made by the then 
Speaker. In ruling a motion of adjournment out of order he stated, “You 
know that a motion of adjournment is in the nature of a censure motion. 
That is so by all parliamentary convention and it must be for an act of 
commis.sion or omission on the part of Government.” 

Then again on the 1st April, 1938, the then Speaker stated in ruling 
a motion of adjournment out of order, ''My <liffie\ilty is that an adjourn- 
ment motion is a matter of censure on acts of omission and commission by 
a Government.” 

Well, all I want to know, Sir. is wh(‘ther tiiese rulings stand, in other 
words, whether in future motions of adjournment should he fraiiK'd in the 
form of a motion of censure of Governnuuit for some act or omission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I feel that I am not calhnl upon to give a reply or a 
ruling on this occa.sion because Stark has begun by saying that he is 
not going to challenge m\ ruling given yesterday, and on a hyjmt hetical 
case like this no (juestion of ruling can possibly arisi‘. 1 takt‘ note of this 
and in future while giving my decision I will eonsjdcr this aspect of the 
thing, and I lioiie Mr. Stark aKo will at that timt' imuind me of this. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not only decision but your direidion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot have a direction on a liypotbetieul ease. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is Khan lialiadur going to table an 
adjoiirninent motion that lie wants to know (be direction!'' 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order What 
is the aspect of the case that lias he(m put forward hy Mr. Stark which 
deserves consideration we from our point of vi«*w (taimot umhustaiid ht'cause 
the two rulings tliat have been (juoted by Mr. Stark are to this effect that 
an adjournment motion is in the nature of a censure. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Afr. Rai Chuudhuri, all these thiiig.s will again come 
up on a proper occasion and you will have an opportunity of giving your views 
on that occasion. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 heg to move 
that the business ot the Assembly do adjourn for the? purpose oi discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public iui|Kirtance and cd recent occurrence, 
namely, the situation arising out of the decision recently arrived at by the 
Government of Bengal to encourage and advise the agriculturists to proiluce 
jute during the coming .season in full eight anna.s of the basic acrc'age of 
1940 to be sold at a maximum piice to be fixed on the basis ol Rh. 17 for 
Indian jat middles at Calcutta, the prices of other cjualitii's or gracles of 
raw' jute being in parity with that price, while Bengal is in the grip of 
famine for w'ant of sufficient food crop. 

Sir, in this connection I should first quote some passages from the Press 
Note which contain the decision as referred to in my motion. Sir, in thhi 
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note it appears that the Government of Bengal committed to do something 
in expectation of getting something from the Government of India. These 
are the commitments — 

(<7) The Government of Bengal will issue orders for licensing of an 
acreage of eight annas of the basic acreage of 1940 and will 
advise and encourage the agriculturists to plant fully up to this 
acreage in their own interests. 

(h) The Government of India will guarantee a minimum price of raw 
jute on the basis of Rs. 15 per raaund of Indian jat middles at 
Calcutta — mark the words “Indian jat middles at Calcutta/^ not 
in the mofussal — other qualities or grades of raw jute to be in 
parity with this price. 

{c) The Government of India will undertake to buy all crop offering, 
old and new up-country or at Calcutta in order to maintain prices 
at the above level at Calcutta and at parity levels up-country. 

{d) A maximum price of raw jute will be fixed on the basis of Rs. 17 
for Indian jat middle.s at ('aloutta (other qualities or grades of 
raw jute to be in parity with this price) with the right of the 
Government of India to requisition on the basis of tlie maximum 
price. The Government of Bengal will assist in such requisi- 
tioning from middlemen if necessary. 

Now, Sir, Bengal is now admittedly a deficit province and for want of 
sufficient food crop has fallen in tlie grip of famine and starvation. The 
duty of every individual and tliat of the State is to s(*e that all available 
lands are put under cultivation for food crop. Had Bengal been an 
independent country, the State would certainly take that step. The wheat 
lands of England are certainly not being used for producing anything but 
wheat. 

Now, Sir, 1 will come to the question of commitments of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. The basic acreage of jute lands is 54 lakhs of acres. Set 
apart 4 lakhs as lands on which nothing but jute may be grown. In the 
remaining 50 lakhs of acres paddy can be grown. Let us see what happens 
if that is done. Fifty lakhs of acres mean 150 lakhs of bighas. Yield of 
paddy per bigha being taken at 8 maunds on an average, 150 lakhs of bighas 
can produce 150x8-1,200 lakhs of maunds of paddy out of which Bengal 
can get about 800 lakhs of maunds of rice, that is, eight crores of maunds 
of rice. Did the Ministry, I ask, Sir, point out this position to the Govern- 
ment of India? The Bengal Jute Advisory Committee in its meeting held 
in September last recommended the production of jute in those lands only 
on which nothing but jute can be grown. But that is not to be, because 
Bengal must be .sacrificed at the alter of her Imperialist Master. 

When the Almighty God has so ordained that Bengal must die of 
atarvation and yet must produce jute for war purposes, let us see what are 
the estimated requirements of jute for war purposes during the year 1944-45. 
Including the consumption of jute for the production of 70 crores yards of 
hessian the total distribution of jute during the year 1943-44 has been 
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estimated by Mr. Hill, Secretary to the Department of Agriculture, at 77 
lakhs of bales. But no exact figure has been given by Mr. Hill of the 
quantity of jute required for war purposes only. Seventy crores of yards 
of hessian weigh 4,270,000 inaunds, that is, 8‘)4,000 bales. Adding to this 
another 20 per cent, we find that 1,070,000 bales are required to produce 
70 crores of yards of hessian which the Indian Jute Mills Association have 
undertaken to produce for the United Kingdom and the United States of 
America. The Indian Jute Mills Association contend that they will not 
be able to supply the order of 70 crores of hessian before June, 1944. 
Admitting that a portion of that order has got to he supplied from the next 
year’s crop and also admitting that a similar onler will be placed next year— 
of course there is no knowing whether any such order would come or not; 
however admitting that a similar order will he placed next year, we may 
estimate the consumj)tion of jute for supplying war orders out of the coming 
jute at 10 lakh.s of hales. liCt us also add anotlier 10 lakhs of hales for 
consumption for war purposes. By no stietoh of imagination, therefore, it 
can h(‘ said that the' total consutnj)tioi» of jute h\ the Indian Mills for war 
purposes during the year 1944-40 will <*\e(‘ed 40 lakhs of hales. Now add 
to this domestic consuin|)t ion of 0 lakhs of hah‘s and again add to this the 
figure ol expoit at our estimati* of 10 lakhs of hales and we get 40 lakhs 
of liah*". Now let us s(H‘ what is the estimat(‘d tigun* of carry over as on 
40th June. 1044. Mr. Hill estimates the figun* at 40 lakhs of hales. 
Therefore, Sir, 9 lakhs of Iniles is re(]uired. Add to this as ri'serve for 
carry over for the year 1940-40 as on 40th June, 194;), another 18 lakhs of 
hales. Thei^fori^ only 27 lakhs of hale.s aie leiiuired to he ])rodueed. Out 
of this 27 lakhs of hales, the provinces other than Bengal W’ill ])roduce about 
lr5 lakhs of bales as they usually do every year. 

Therefore, Bf*ngal might he required to produce 12 lakhs of liales only 
especially in view of the economic distress prevailing in Bengal. To 
produce 12 lakhs of hales, i.e., GO lakhs of inaunds, Bengal would require 
to cultivate jute in 12 lakhs of highas, that is, 4 lakhs of acres. If, there- 
fore, Bengal would he asked to produce jute on thfise lands only on which 
nothing hut jute can be grown, Bengal could supply the full requiremenls 
of jute for war purposes. While Bengal is in the grip of famine and i» 
running short of food, while it is an admitted principle of economics that 
the price depends on the ratio of demand and supply, while it is also a fact 
that the price of rice in Bengal i.s raging high for short supply, Bengal 
should in all fairness and justice he allowed to produce food crop in as much 
land as possible and not to produce jute at the cost of her food. I ask, 
Sir, did the Ministry point out this po.sition also to the fiovernment of 
India? I am sure, not. On the other hand the Ministry of Bengal has 
betrayed the cau.se of Bengal in yielding at this time of life and death 
struggle to agree to produce jute in 27 laklis of acres of land. Not only 
that, the Ministry has stabbed Bengal in giving an undertaking to advise 
and encourage the planting of jute in full eight annas of the total acreage. 
The Bengal Ministry has given an undertaking that they would launch 
propaganda so that the jute-growers produce jute in so many as 27 lakh# 
of acres. Will they peniiit us to carry on propaganda that no jute should 
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be grown and that production of paddy will be more remunerative than 
that of jute. (CrieH of ‘‘Hear, hear’’ from the Opposition benches). 
Certainly not. You have yourself got bitter experience of such propaganda. 
Herein lies the distinction between the attitude of the last Ministry and 
that of the present Ministry. The House is aware that the last Ministry 
only agreed to the fixation of maximum quota, but at the same time the then 
Chief Minister made it clear that the jute-growers were at liberty to produce 
even one anna. Sir, tlie Bengal Ministry has done another mischief to the 
agriculturists of Bengal by agreeing to the fixation of price at Rs. 17 as the 
maximum and at Rs. 15 as the minimum for Indian jat middle at Calcutta. 
No guarantee of price has been given to the jute-grower to get a fair price. 
The maximum and minimum prices are for jute to be purchased in Calcutta 
and everybody knows, every representative of the cultivators present here 
knows, that the jute-growers do not sell tlieir jute in ('alcutta. 

Now, let us examine the implications of the fixation of maximum and 
minimum [irices at the rural market. Sir, for the Indian jtil middle at 
Calcutta the maximum price is R.s. 17 and minimum Rs. 15. The mufassal 
price is always at least Rs. 2 lower Unin the ( alcutta juice. So I think 
that tli(^ inufassal price of Indian jai middh* will he maximum Rs. 15 and 
minimum Rs.. Id. District middle which is lower in ])rice than the Indian 
jilt may hung Rs, 14 and Rs. 12 rt‘sjiect ividy . ( 'onsecjuently jut bottom 
will get imixirniim Rs. 12 and minimum Rs. 10 and district hot loin will get 
Rs. 11 maximum and Rs. 0 minimum. As legards rejection bottom, 1 Inive 
calculated it at Rs. 5 less, namely, Rs. 8 niaxiinum aiul Rs. (i minimum. 

Honourable memhers wlio r(*pres(‘nt the jute-growms know how the 
jute-growers are treated in respect of their Ixittom (juality of jute. Most 
of the bottom quality jute is treated as rejection bottom. We can imagine 
what low prices will be ottered to the jute-grower for rejection bottom. 
The percentage of jute u(’cording to quality which is grown in Bengal is 
like this: Top not more than 5 per cent., Indian jat middle not more than 
20 per cent., district miildle about 25 per cent, and bottom 50 per cent. 
What will then the vast majority of the jute-growers get? Not more than 
Rs. 9 per maund, but in most of the cases less. In that case, will the 
production of jute he profitable or economical? (Certainly not. Why not, 
1 shall presently show. One bigha of land yields 8 niaunds of paddy on 
an average; one bigha of land yields 5 inauiuls of jute on an average; 8 
maunds of paddy may bring 8x 10=^ Rs. 80; and 5 maunds of jute may bring 
5 X 9=*Rs. 45 and that also at a higher cost of cultivation than that of paddy. 
Did the Ministry consider this serious aspect of the case? The answer. 
Sir, will surely be — no. 

Then, Sir, let us examine the prices again to show that the Government 
of India entered into an unholy agreement with the Indian Jute Mills 
Association to enable them to get a fabulous profit at the cost of jute- 
growers. 

I shall for that purpose deal with some figures about the cost of produc- 
tion of hessian. Those figures I have got from the Senior Marketing 
Officer of the Central Jute Committee who was deputed by that Committee 
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to enquire into the cost of production of hessian at the prevailing prices 
of jute, which you know, Sir, are Rs. 19 for the top, Rs. 17 for the middle 
and Bs. 14 for the bottom. According to the calculations arrived at by 
Dr. Hosaiii, the Senior Marketing Officer of the Indian Jute Mills Associa- 
tion, which he based on the figures supplied to him by the members of the 
Indian Jute Mills Association, the total cost of production of one ton of 
hessian of 11 porters on the basis of Rs. 19 for one maund of hessian batch, 
i.e., for the quantity of jute required to produce one maund of hessiaDi 
comes to Rs. 782. The cost of production of 100 yards of such hessian 
which weigh 25 seers only, therefore, comes to Rs. 17-8 but the Mills will 
get Rs. 20 for that 100 yards of bevS.sian. Rs. 20 has been fixed by the 
Mills as the contract price r.r-(’alcutta. Just imagine the net profit of 
about Rs. 9 per 100 yards of liessian. Now let us see what would be the cost 
of production of one ton of such hessian on the basis of Rs. 20 per maund 
of hessian batch, that is. on the basis of average price of raw jute at Rs. 20 
per maund. Tlie total cost, according to tlie same system of mlculation, 
of one ton of such hessian would come to Rs. 1178. Tlierefore, the cost of 
100 yards of bessiaii wliich weigh 2‘) seeis would be Rs. 21-10 and this 
would be sold at Rs. 20. Yet, a huge margin of profit of about Rs. 5 per 
100 yards might be obtained by the Jute Mills. Should not the Jute Mills 
be satisfied with that profit!^ In all fairne.ss they should but would not. 
Did till* Ministry insist upon the fixation of the average minimum price of 
raw jute at Rs. 20 \)vr maund on the basi.s I have just mentioned ? 1 am 

sure tlie Ministry did not. The Ministry ma\ , therefore, be said to have 
sacrificed Bengal and per jieasantry at the alter of their greedy white friends. 

Sir, the Almighty (jod gave Kngland a chance to solve the world 
problems by giving her India, tlie jewel of all land.s created by Him, India 
l>eing the richest and most resourceful country in th(* whole world. But 
England did not avail of that chance. Owing to her grewl and inefficiency 
she has already lost her world position ami if slie does not change per mind 
will lose India also. Tlo* Almighty (lod will no longer tolerate the rule 
of any gree<ly nation on earth. It is clear an ilaylight that the hand of 
Nemesis luis fallen on tlie h(*ails oi all grceily natHins who rule tin* earth 
today and the Almighty (iod is .xion coming tlown on earth to establish His 
own kingdom. (Applau.se from the Opjiosition benches.) 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I suiiport the adjournment 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. By fi.xing the 
maximum price of jute middle — jnt middle — at Rs. 17 and by fixing eight 
annas of the jute acreage for cultivation next jute season, (lovf'rnment have 
practically taken a most retrograde step. Tlie province t)f Benj^al is pass- 
ing through a .severe famine and already several lakhs of people died of 
hunger. Food therefore is the most essential thing that the cultivators 
should gr.ow. The Government have nominally launched a “Grow More 
Food'’ campaign. But instead of taking to it very seriously at present 
we see that Government have practically taken to “Grow More Jute'* 
campaign, so that several lakhs of more people may die in this province of 
hunger. 
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Now, Sir, let us see what justification Government have for taking this 
retrograde step. As I have submitted, food is the first thing that should 
be grown in our soil. Import of foodgrains from provinces like Burma and 
Singapore has been stopped and during this famine time we have begged 
food from other provinces of India. It is a matter for serious consideration 
that a nation cannot live with a beggar’s bowl always. There is no prospect 
that the Upper India provinces will always he able to supply food to us 
whenever there will be a deficit in this province. So, the whole energy of 
the Government should now be directed towards the production of food- 
grains in our soil and instead of doing that the Government have now given 
s. free hand to the cultivators for cultivation of jute in place (»f padd 3 ^ and 
other foodgrains. 

Considering the export position of raw jute there also 1 submit that there 
is no ground for fixing so high a proportion of acreage for jute cultivation. 
In the year 1941, we exported 749,000 bales of jute; in 1942 we exported 
795,000 bales of jute in the jute year, that is, from the month of July to 
December, and in 1943 we exported only 47(>,000 balds. Considering the 
mill output of our country, we see that the position is al>o discouraging. 
In 1941, the mills produced 610,058 tons of jute goods in 1942 the output 
w^as 500,090 tons and in 1943 the outi)ut was only 401,000 odd tons. There- 
fore consjdering the export and manufaeture position of jutt* mills of India, 
we find that there was no grouinl for inereusing jute acreage in Bengal. 
During the last session, th(‘ last Ministry fixed one-halt of the acreage for 
jute cultivation. The party now in power which was then in opposition 
raised a chorus of protest. Speaking on behalf of the then opposition, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamisjuddin Khan stated that Government committed a 
serious mistake by not redueing the aereage of jute, lie also stated that 
instead of launehing a “Grow More Food” eam])aign the (Tovernment had 
undertaken a “Grow More .lute’’ <a!nj)aign, Now, Sir, may I ask the 
present Ministry whether there has been any alteration in the position as 
between the last session and the present session and whether the position 
at tliai time was not better than the position existing at present. At that 
time famine did not break out in our country. At present there is a famine 
still raging in our province. 

I find, Sir, that there is a Jute Advisory Committee in the province of 
Bengal. A few months buck it was reported in the papers that the said 
Jute Advisory Committee advised the Government to confine jute lieenees 
to those lands where jute only could be grown. May I now ask the present 
Government why the advice of the Jute Advisory Committee was disregard- 
ed? Why has the acreage of jute lands been fixed at eight annas? Last 
year when the position was better, it was protested against. This time 
when the position is much worse, it has been resorted to. What makes the 
Government fix this acreage now^? The only position that can be taken up 
by the present Ministry is this that thej" have yielded to pressure from the 
Government of India. If that is the position, I assert that they have 
already gone too far. They have given the task of feeding one portion of 
OUT province to the India Government. The India Government have been 
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allowed to interfere in the aeheme of procurement of aman crop. The 
Military Government have practically taken up the Medical Department of 
this Government and military doctors are posted in every nook and corner 
of the country to look after the welfare of the i)eople. Now this Govern- 
ment as the languag^e of the press note betrays, allowinpr interference by 
the Government of India or the Military Government they have looked to 
the imperial necessity or the necessity of the Government of India more 
than the interests of our own province. If tlie present Ministry pfoes on 
in this way the position will tlien be that most of the ])()wers of the 
Provincial Government will go into the hands of the Government of India 
or outside agencies or in other words the pn>vinciul si>here will he too much 
interfered with by agencies from outsi<le whieb tbe jirovince shouhl always 
revsent. May I ask now' very seriously what the present Ministry wdll do 
if their food policy will be controlled by the (lovcrnmcnt of India, if their 
medical policy will be administered from outside and if their jute policy 
will be dictated by the powers that be. Will the present Ministry stand 
like a bandage on a leper’s w'ound ? The resp(msibilit\ will be tlndrs but 
the work wdll be done by other agencies. What is this farce of provincial 
administration y What do you nH‘an b\ ])rovinciul autonom\ If imj)oi't- 
ant matters, important functions, everything including the policy of agri- 
culture were to be controlled from outside, what is the m'cessity for these 
Hon’ble Ministers sitting there? Do they think that only sitting rm ihe 
treasury benches or sitting in the Secretariat will suftiee? Does not the 
province expect tliat the provincial mlministration should be run by ihe 
province itself? Does not the province expect that any batch of MinistiTs 
sitting over there or .sitting in the Secretariat will look to tli(‘ interest of 
the people fiist? Is it not a matter of very great regret that tliesi* Ministers 
will oiil.N obey the wishes of other agencies as the> will diclale from the 
point of view of their imperial interests or imptuial iummIs? May I ask 
the Hon’ble Ministers to place on the table their cards that made them to 
meet this demand of the Government of India? If they say that they could 
not resist the demand of the (government of India, they should lake the 
House into confidence and secure the help of every party in this House* in 
this matter. What I w'ould like to suggest is that the llcngal (iovernment 
should disclose the whole matter so that all jiuriies may i>ut tlu*ir heads 
together and put forth a joint demand against the demand of the Empire 
or of the India (ioverninent. 

Now, Sir, the economic aspect of the thing also proves that there is no 
justification for fixing the maximum price of a particular quality of jute 
at Its. 17 only. The middle jat quality is, it is well-known, not produced 
in all the districts but only a small portion of the total output is of that 
quality: the major portion of the jute produced in our countiy is of the 
bottom quality. If Hs. 17 is fixed to be tbe price of middle quality of jute 
in Calcutta, then the inferior quality will not sell at above Its. 9 per maund 
in tbe mofussil. It is the general practice and it is also a well-known fact 
that the price of the money crop and that of the staple food crop should 
always bear the ratio of 4 to 1. If that is not observe<l, then generally the 
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agriculturists will sell their food crops in order to get their other 
necessaries. Here in all the districts of Eastern Bengal we find that rice 
is still selling at Rs. 16 to Rs. 20 per itiaund. (A voice: It is selling at 
Rs. 26 per maund.) One of my esteemed friends says that rice is selling 
at Rs. 26 per maund. If the price of jute is fixed at any rate lower than 
Rs. 17, then the agriculturist is bound to sell his foodgrains in order to 
meet his requirements, instead of hi.s jute. This is a very dangerous situa- 
tion that has been created by the step that has been taken by the present 
Ministry. The cost of production has gone up higher. Nowhere a labourer 
can be secured in this province for less than one rupee a day. If the cost 
of production is now computed, it will be seen that one maund of rice will 
cost at least Rs. 10 or 11. If the price of the bottom quality of jute is 
fixed at Rs. 8 or 9, then all the agriculturists taking to jute growing will 
be mined. I would therefore again suggest that the Government should 
disclose the facts which compel them to take this step. If they do not do 
that, they will betray the cause of the country, as they have on occasions 
done in the past. 

With these remarks, Sir, I support the motion of my friend, Mr. Biswas. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 rise to accord my wholehearted 
support to the adjournment motion moved by my esteemed friend 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. Sir, the adjournment motion which deals wdth 
one issue really raises three vital (luestions. The first question is the ques- 
tion of fixation of acreage for the coming season ; the second is the fixation 
of a minimum price which the Government propose to maintain: and third 
is the fixation of a maximum price which the Government hope the }>easantry 
of Bengal would realise and which also they will possibly attempt to 
control. I will deal with these three questions one by one. 

Sir, with regard to the question of jute acreage there have been numerous 
discussions in the past and those discussions have always been based on 
certain data. We tried to examine what is the probable consum])tion of 
the coming year; what is the likely production under certain circunn>tances 
and what would be the carry over of .Ntock from the current season From 
a study of these aspect.s of the question, 1 find that the opening stock in 
1948-44 w*as 44‘3 laklis of bales. The crop season of 1948-44 is estimated 
to have yielded 69-5 lakhs of bales, the total supply in the current year 
coming up to 118 8 laklns of bales, as against that in 1942-48 the estimated 
total .supply wa.s 180 lakhs of hales, and in 1941-42 182 6 lakhs of bales. 
So far with regard to the supply position. 

With regard to distribution under various categories of consumption, 
in 1941-42 mills* consumption amounted to 72-8 lakhs of bales, in 1942-43, 
71 lakhs of boles and this year with the experience of the six months that 
have elapsed we find that the total mill consumption would come up to near 
about 48 lakhs of bales: it may be 50 lakhs of bales if in the following 
months there is a larger production than in the past. The Hon’ble Minister 
in charge is nodding his head disapproving my suggestion. I will give him 
figures to prove how I come to this figure. 
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Sir, in between July 1943 and December 1943, during these six months 
the mills have consumed 23} lakhs of bales. It worked out on an average 
4 lakhs of bales per month. I presume, in January the consumption stood 
I a little more and 1 put it at 5 lakhs of bales. And on an average if we take 
I 4 to 5 lakhs of bales as the monthly consumption, that is the most that we 
can expect during the next six months, the total then i^'ould come up to 48 
to 50 lakhs of bales at the most. In the whole year of 1941-42 the exports 
caihe up to 15-3 lakhs of bales and in 1942-43 13 1 lakhs of bales and up-to- 
date the exports have not exceeded C lakhs of bales and even at a liberal 
calculation, the exports in the year would not exceed 10 lakhs of bales. The 
average consumption and our local country consumption correspondingly I 
put at roughly 6 lakhs of bales for all these years. The total on this basis 
shows that in the current year 194t]-44 the consumption would not go beyond 
(>4 lakhs of bales, thereby leaving a carry over at the end of this season of 
roughly 50 lakhs of bales. Sir, with a cairy over of that amount as com- 
pared with roughly 40 lakhs of bales in 1942-43 and 38*5 lakhs of bales in 
1941-42, what would be the position at the end of June, 1944? Sir, on the 
face of such a suppl}' position, it would be really a very bold measure on the 
part of (joveminent to encourage any larger acreage of production than 
what actually had been experienced in the current year. 

In the current year the acreage was 21-46 lakhs only although the 
previous Ministry permitted sowing up to 50 per cent, of the 1940-41 basis. 
A<'tually speaking, because of the greater demand for the production of food 
crops, the cultivation did not come up to the 50 per cent, level and the actual 
a<Teage was about 42 per cent. Even so, the production came up to 69-5 
lakhs of bales in the current year. If 50 per cent, of production is permitted 
on the same basis, the total production would come up to nearly 78 lakhs of 
bales. I submit, Sir, that with 50 lakhs of bales left over as carry over of 
the present season and with 78 lakhs of bales as the coming crop of 1944-45, 
the supply position would be .so hopeles.sly large that no amount of effort 
on the part of the Government w’ould enable the grower to get a roa.sonable 
price. 1 submit, therefore, that under no circumstances Government should 
have agreed to permit 50 per cent, of the crop area of 1940-41 to be sown 
with jute in 1944-45. 

That is the statistical position, but even apart from the statis- 
tical position, there" is the other aspect of the question which has to be 
considered and which has been submitted by ray friend Mr. Biswas, namely, 
that in the current year people will have to produce more food and Govern- 
ment should concentrate all their efforts to see that there is better produc- 
tion of food crops. The “Grow More Food’* campaign would he reduced 
to a farce if simultaneously with the *‘Grow More Food” campaign, you 
permit more, acreage under jnte. 

Coming now to the second of the arguments, namely, the minimum 
price fixed at Rs. 15 for the Indian jat middle, I submit that it is an illusion. 
Really speaking, as Mr. Biswas has already pointed out, 50 to 60 per cent, 
of the jute purchased by the mills is classified as bottoms so that that really 
counts — ^the price of bottoms really counts and not the price of the Indian 
22 
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jai middle which is flourished as the price which is likely to be paid to the 
grower. The price of bottoms would be about Es. 3 lower in Calcutta than 
the price of middles and in the mofassil it would be still lower by Rs. 2 to 
Rs. 2-8. In that calculation I agree entirely with Mr. Biswas that our 
cultivators in the mofassil, even accepting that (iroverninent will be in a 
jK)sition to mJjiintain the minimum price, will not get more than Rs. 9 to 
Rh. 11 for two different categories of bottoms. I .submit that at the present 
moment this is an extremely uneconomic level of price and no jute-grower 
of Bengal would have two square meals a day if Government would insist 
on such a minimum price. 

Sir, I realise and I do appreciate Government’s anxiety to see that some- 
thing is done for giving an assurance to the poor peasantry of Bengal that 
they will get at least a minimum price, but 1 fear and my apprehension is 
based on scdid ground that this is merely a bluff and Government cannot 
and will not be in a position to maintain even that minimum price. In 
July last year, the Indian Jute Mills Association came int(» an agreement 
that they would give the maximum prices of Rs. 14, Rs. 17 and Rs. 19 for 
the three categories of jute — bottom, middle and toj). At that time 1 
raised a voice of protest and souglit in this House to move an adjournment 
motion. The Minister in charge at that time aired here a leeling of injured 
innocence and he said that there was no truth in it and tliere was nothing 
wrong about it and he pleaded that the Government of Beiigal had bf‘eu 
trying to get a much fairer ])rice secured. He .shovNcd as if lie knew nothing 
about the affairs of the Indian Mills Association. 

Sir, the eat is now out of the bag. Of eour.se, the cat was still there, 
but it has taken the eat six months to come out of the bag ot llie Minister in 
charge. The Indian Jute Mills Association fixed certain prices, but during 
the months of October and November, the price actualh offered to growers 
of jute in the mofassil came down to near about Rs. 10 and in Galeutta the 
bottoms s(dd at Rs, 11-8 in November and the middles sold at R.s. 14-8 as 
against the stated prices of Rs. 14 and Rs. 17. The stock position was very 
bad in Calcutta, hut as against that, the mills could not projierly function 
because of* want of coal and there were other difficulties in the way. The 
result was that the poor agriculturists had to suffer. 

The price ot Rs. 15 as the mininnim j>rice will be impossible to maintain 
for other reasons also. There will be transport difficulties. Even now there 
are large holdings of jute in the mufas^il and these are bound to re-act on 
the prices up-t‘ountry, 

Sir, 1 feel that in view of thevse pos.sibilities, Government have been very 
ill-advised to place any reliance on even the Government of India’s assurance 
of coming forward to assist to maintain the minimum price of Rs. 15. In 
fact, on previous occasions whenever the House demanded of Government 
to fix a minimum price. Government always stated and rightly so, in my 
ouinioq, that it was impossible to maintain a minimum price. Even with 
the entire resources of Government it could not be done uiih^ss the supply 
position as related to the demand jxisition ensured conditions which made 
that possible. 
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Sir, I BOW come to the third point and the most important point, namely, 
the fixation of the maximum price. In fact. Sir, that is the point to which 
I have to submit my greatest objection. I cannot understand what made 
the Government of Iiidia submit to the dictates of the Indian Jute Mills 
Association that they would not give anything more than Us. IT for the 
middles and Us. 19 for the tops. When thousnn<ls of our other necessaries 
of life have to be produced at high prices, there is no justificaiicm wliatever 
for Government to s<*ek to fix a maximum price of the only immey crop of 
the people of this province. I liave ‘taken some pains to calculate a com- 
parative statement of profit per higha from different crops at the present 
market rates. I find that the net pix)fit from jute has gone so low — even at 
the price of Us. Id as the market rate in the mofassil — as about Us. do to 

Us. d(j onl\ as against Us. .o() per acre from paddy. In that event, it would 

be im])ossil)le for the cultivat()r.s to get their fair j)rice even if the maxinnim 
i.s adhered to. The maxinnim is sought to he justified with reference to 
certain transactions entered into between the Indian Jute Mills Association 
and the United States pin chasers. Sir, the Vnit(‘d States purchasers must 
realise that if they want to buy Indian commodities at cheaper rates, it is 
for them to subsidise the poor cultivators. There has been an unholy 
conspiracy ]>ct\U‘cn Uiiitcil Kingdom, United States, Government of India 
and I pnvsunie the (jovernment of Hengal as well. 1 submit that there 
ought not to have been any atteui])t on the part at huist of hie Government 
of Bengal to submit or to ciitiT into this conspiracy, far h‘ss to agree to it. 
We would now much like that a member of the Government jiarty would 

speak and enligiiten us on the various ])oints raised, so that if may be 

possible for some of us to giv(‘ projier r€*plies, 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let us hear Government’s cuse 
BOW. We shall speak after they have spoken. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I think, Sir, that the C)i>position 
was ratlier ill-advi.sed in raising this debate at this stage, lM*caUHe in the 
Press Note every paragraph is stated in the future Ituist*. Notliing seeins 
to be definite and nothing seems to Iw i-ertain and the action to be takeu 
is not in tile nature of something which is going to occur immeil lately . I 
wish we had waite(/ and seen finally 

Dr. NALINAIC8HA 8ANYAL; People dying! 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI: Will you kindly stop himP 

Mr. BREAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQi: I wish we had waited until the 
Government of India had taken the .statutory action which has been promiHcd 
to us in more than one paragraph, but the session perhaps would have ended 
by then and the opportunity for gassing of opinion would liave been lost. 

I am gradually beginning to feel that friend/i oppo.site in the Kri.shak camp 
are losing their bearings because of fhe connection arising of their surround- 
ings, “Grow More Food” ha.s been iterated and reiterated. Yes, eight 
annas has been fixed, but nobody compels any one .not to grow more rice 
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(Uproar). I am not making •ut a case, Sir. I am stating facte. Sir, if 
it ift sf) desired, jute cultivation can go down to four annas. Government 
is not using compulsion in any manner whatsoever. I was astounded, Sir, 
when the Krishak member mentioned Burma and Singapore. It has now 
been established that rice which Bengal received from these sources was 
equal in quantity to the rice we exported. The closure of these sources, 
therefore, does not affect our position in any manner. Sir, a good deal of 
argument has been wasted on unessential points. I should like again to 
draw the attention of those who claim to speak in the name of the Bengal 
agriculturists more brain should have been put into the advocacy of their 
case. Krishak leaders should have taken a long-range view of the situation. 
^‘Grow More Food” has been attained through the aman crop this year. 
We have now to take into account the position of Bengal in the matter of 
jute. We possess the world monopoly in this commodity and if our peasants 
do not grow jute as it should be grown where shall we be later on? Sir, 
I consider the promise of the Government of India, which is going to be 
statutorily established very soon I hope, gives us one of the greatest 
opportunities for which we had been waiting all these years. Fixation of 
minimum price demanded crores and crores of rupees to keep it at the fixed 
level. Our Government could not do it. I challenge any one in the 
Opposition to question the courage, to question the long-sighted view, to 
question the spirit of service to the agriculturist that this Government has 
shown (Cries of “Question”, “Question”, from the Opposition benches.) 
(Rai ITahkndra N.vrn Chaudhuri : It is all humbug.) Sir, 1 shall not 
tolerate the word “humbug”. (Uproar). Sir, after having gone into the 
matter according to my own lights, I consider that every argument used 
by the Opposition was more than humbug, because it was intended for 
the gallery outside without taking into account the great achievement made 
by this Government (Cries of “oh, oh” from the Opposition benches). 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, when they find that their arguments have reached some- 
thing beyond the humbug, they shout. What else can they do? Sir, our 
Ministers compelled the Government of India to give us the money to buy 
up every bale whether it is a 40 lakhs carry over or whether it is 100 lakh 
one. Prices shall remain at Rs. 15 so long as we ourselves do not decide 
to reduce them. Economic forces, as and when they come into play, will 
either raise the minimum price or reduce it, but once the Government of 
India has been tied down to the principle of buying up the carry over, 
many of our difficulties cease to exist. I hope honourable members 
opposite yill realise that this is not going to be for one year only. Bengal 
now can build its jute policy perhaps for all time to come. They have also 
talked of eight annas. Honourable members who indulge in statistics do 
not seem to realise that the demand for jute, when the liberation of 
countries in Europe comes, especially of manufactured jute and jute bags 
is going to be enormous, and as and when that demand comes, I think we 
should make ourselves ready to supply it. Our agriculturists stand to gain 
bv it. Provincial autonomy and othe;^ extraneous matters quite irrelevant 
to tne subject under discussion have been mentioned which do not deserve 
any comment fyom any man of sense. There is, however, one thing and 
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whicii was mentioned with some gnsto to the effect that the present Govern- 
ment had stabbed the poor agriculturist in the back.' We have seen how 
this stabbing process went on during the period of the famine crisis. The 
persons who died were mostly my brothers, and Sir, it is to the shame of 
any person who calls himself a nationalist to get up and say that this Govern- 
ment which stood up for the people in the districts specially in the large 
jute areas, had stabbed them in the back. This process of stabbing is 
known to people who have indulged in it for years. I need not go into 
that because it will bring bitterness into my utU*rance tonight. Having 
said that — and considering that the compulsion ust'd by this Government 
to force the Government of India to buy up all our carry over is one of the 
greatest achievements 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. At Rs. 9 which will never he reached. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: They have talked of uppers, 
middles and bottonis — and the honourable mover of the adjournment motion 
even talked of things which perhaps he did not quite understand heeuuse 
one could see that he was reading from a inanuseript that was perhaps given 
to him by some exjiert 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He is an expert himself > 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Having talked of the minimum 
price, I agree with the honourable member from the municipalities of 
Murshidabad that the fixation of Rs. 17 as the maximum price is to my 
mind entirely wrong. Influences which perhaps we cannot control have 
managed tllis price. I see no reason why the producer should have been 
debarred from getting a higher maximum price. A difference of Ils. 10 
would have been reasonable and more satisfaetory. 

I know that the Government of India have poked their nose into many 
of our departments in Bengal. The Government of India for reasons of 
war have taken control of juie out of the hands of our Government and 
3 ’et I feel that if the Government uses its influence it may be possible to 
induce, as the lionourable member has said, the Government of India, the 
Government in the United Kingdom and even the Government in the United 
States of America to give us an extra few rupees by fixing a higher ceiling. 
I appeal to the Government to reopen the question with the Government 
of India again a®d get for us, if possible, a higher figure of maximum 
price. 

Another thing — and I hope the Government will take note of it — is that 
if this Rs. 15 is going to stay then the prices of consumers' goods, specially 
what the jute producer needs, should also be fixed in parity with it. There 
we shall not have the necessity of appealing either to the United States or 
to the United Kingdom. He must get his rice, he must get his kerosene 
oil, he must get his salt, he must get his clothing and he must get his little 
needs and requirements at a price that he would be able to pay out of 
Rs. 16 which the Government has secured for him. 
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Mr« SPEAKER! Before I call upon any other honourable member to 
9 peak, I think 1 should make the position quite clear. We began I think 
at 4-45 (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyax.: 4-50.) Yes, we began at 4-50. I was 
wrong; in the beginning some time was taken up on the point of order. 
The debate therefore terminates at G-50. But there is a prayer interval of 
lr5 minutes from C-30 to 6-45. Speakers will kindly remember that and 
arrange accordingly. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Let Government speak now. 

The Ifon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I shall not take up 
much of your time. But 1 may say that the Opposition lias brought in 
this adjournment motion only to hide their iliscomfiture on the achievement 
o£ Government on this question. (Interruption.) Sir, the main points that 
have been raised by the Opposition in this connection are two. One is that 
by licensing eight annas acreage it will go against the Government’s 
“Grow More Food” (campaign and that so much land will be taken away 
from paddy cultivation. In this connection my friend Mr. Biswas quoted, 
and I think he deliberately tried to mislead the House by saying that the 
acreage under jute is 54 lakhs and the Government are trying to increase it. 
In his own motion — of course in his written motion — he put down that the 
jute acreage .was only 26 lakhs. Actually what he was doing was that he 
was quoting the 1940 basic acreage. Since then the acreage under jute 
has been restricted and last year it w^as 25A lakhs. So. all the figures and 
all the arguments which he gave to the effect that so man>i maunds of 
paddy can be produced, etc., etc., are therefore all wrong becau.se the jute 
acreage is only 25^ lakhs and not 54 lakhs. 

Dr. NAL|NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Your figure also seems to be inaccurate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: My figure regarding jute 
acreage 1 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that an estimate or actual? 

Tha Hon b la Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, my point is so clear 
that there is no question of argument over it. Mr. Biswas was quoting 
the basic figure of 1940, Where is the question of dift'erenee of opinion? 
Now the point is, what is the relationship between the jute acreage and 
the paddy acreage. As I have just now said, the acreage under jute on 
the basis of eight annas is 25^ lakhs whereas this year’s total acreage under 
paddy is 266 lakhs; that means that the proportion that jute acreage bears 
to paddy acreage is 1 : 10. That shows how insignificant is the difference 
between this year's jute acreage and the same of previous years and bow 
insignificant is the proportion between this difference and the total acreage 
under paddy. Then, Sir, we have been accused that we have increased 
the acreage. I maintain that by this decision of Government the acreage 
qxiiler jute has not been increased. Actually, the acreage under jute last 
bas been maintained and nothing more than that. Instead of 
decreasing we have just allowed that licensing .may be done on the basis 



1944J AlWUUKiNMKPiT MOTION. 33j 

of the same acreage as that of land year, namely, eight annas. Therefore, 
the accusation that there has been an increase in the acreage is absolutely 
wrong. 

As far as Government, 's “Grow More Food’' policy is concerned, I have 
ihe full authority of the Government to say that this decision of Govern- 
ment to license only eight annas of acreage will not create the slightest 
impediment to the Government’s “Grow More Food” policy. \Vg want to 
grow more food and we shall always encourage the agriculturists to grow 
as much food as possible. Sir, I make this announcement with a full sense 
of responsibility and on the authority of Government as a whole (furies of 
“Oh! Oh!” from the Opposition benches). Sir, 1 submit that the Opposi- 
tion have not the jjatience to listen to our argument.s bused on facts and 
figures and therefore they want to bring in confusion by shouting 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will tlie Hon’hlp Minister kindly 
explain what (lovernment means by the expression “advise and encourage” 
contained in the bulletin? 

The Hon’ble Mft Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Please have patience. I 
will presently lome to that point (Cries of “Reply, Reply” from the 
Opposition benches). 

Mft DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: May I put a question to the Hon’ble 
Mini.ster, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find .some honourable members want an.swers to 
certain que.stions hut the lion ’hie Mini.ster in charge is now rej)lying to 
the debate. Lid him first finish his speech and if anything comes out of 
it, honourable menilxTs will have a chance to put questions thereafter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Then, Sir, Dr. Sanyal had 
said thal 1 liad evaded giving answ'ers and feigned ignorance. Rut 1 have 
now given him the whole facds, 1 think Mr. Ahu flossuin Surkar wants 
us to lay our cards on tlie table. 1 will do that. Sir. wliat 1 stated before 
was absolutely correct and what 1 piaunised then I have carrieil out and 
you have seen the result thereof. It is for that rea.son, Sir, that the 
Opposition is finding itself in a very uncomfortable position be(’nus(* of the 
great benefit we have reud(‘red to the cultivators that they could never have 
dreamt of. 

Sir, the Jute Mills Association came to a certain agreen>ent not to 
purcliase jute at prices higher than certain fixed prices, (iovernment was 
not at that tinje officially informed of the matter. As soon as we canie 
to know of that fact we entered our protests and expressed our opinion that 
we did not consider tliose prices to he fair. Since then, Sir, what has 
actually happened? Dr. Sanyal himself gave his caiw* away when he stated 
that after some time of the fixation of that price by the Jute Mills Associa- 
tion the .price in the mufassil fell dowm and his complaint is that tha 
cultivator did not get even the parity price of that maximum. That is his 
complaint. He wants to sa/ that we ought to have forced the Association 
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to give a better price. Now, what is that price? According to Dr. Sanyal 
tbe cultivators did not get the full benefit of the parity price of that 
maximum 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYALS Because of your bungling! 

The Hon^ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN; How could we come in 
there, Sir? That was purely a non-official arrangement between the jute 
iniIJs. 

Aow, Sir, the position is this: what I was going to say about the 
Governmental achievement. Dr. Sanyal said that from time to time we 
have been demanding that a minimum price should be fixed, but no Govern- 
ment has so far been able to fix that price. I am trying to show that the 
one thing which is most important for the cultivator is that he should know 
what is the minimum price he is going to get for his jute and not only 
that, he should also know that there is a machinery which will be able to 
take off every bit of jute that he has grown and that he would not be left 
with a large burden if he does not get that price. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : 
That is a hoax.) 

Dr. Sanyal admits that this fixation of the minimum price of jute and 
this promise to buy everything is a great thing. But how he would meet 
that point? He would say, when we are going to carry it ou|, that it is a 
bluff. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: You cannot.) Sir, I give an assurance 
to the House, and I know it is no use to say anything to the Opposition 
because they know their incapability : they know that when they 
were in the Government they were not able to do anything. I 
know they did not mean to do good to the people of this pro- 
vince. There was a mention of famine, epidemic and disaster 
in the country: it appears that they gloat over it. It does not mean that 
they are sorry for it or they consider it to be a calamity. Instead of consi- 
dering it a calamity they seem to take pleasure in it. (Loud noise and 
laughter.) 

Sir, this is the same thing as far as the cultivators are concerned. 
Because this Government has done something the Opposition simply try 
to run it down but they will never be able to achieve it. 

^Sir, I have got only 15 minutes’ time and I have got to say one or two 
important things which have been raised by the Opposition. Great stress 
lias been laid that these prices are Calcutta prices and everything has been 
left out as far as mofussal cultivatoi;a are concerned. Sir. if honourable 
members would read the statement carefully they would find that these 
prices have been guaranteed by the Government of India at Calcutta and 
also they have undertaken 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, it is an im|fortant point and 1 must finish it. 

As far as the mofussal price is concerned, it is the responsibility of the 
Bengal Government to ensure the fullest bene&t of the parity of these prices 
in the mofussal. (Eai Hailenpea Nath Chaubhuki: Two rupees less.) I 
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am Sir, that in no case we will allow the prices of the bottom to go 
down below Rs. 9. We expect that we will be able to set up a machinery 
and we will be able to make such arrangements that will ensure a better 
margin for the cultivator, but as far as the minimum is concerned it is the 
responsibility of the Bengal Government and we give the cultivators this 
assurance that we will ensure it for them. 

There is another point which Dr. Sanyal made out. He quoted figures 
of the carry over and he said that on the basis of this carry over such an 
acreage is not justifiable, but he very cleverly did not mention the fact 
that the question of the carry over only comes in when there is no guarantee 
or there is no source of purchasing the crop that have been produced. Since 
the Government of India have given the guarantee the question of the carry 
over has become immaterial as far as the cultivator is concerned. What- 
ever be the carry over every bit of the jute that will be grown by the culti- 
vator will be bought up at the minimum price. That question all the 
time Dr. Jenkins knowing full well tried to evade. (Laughter.) Sir, I 
mentioned Dr. Jenkins becau.se recently I have been engaged in the 
Secondary Education Bill — 1 mean Dr. Sanyal. (Renewed laughU'r.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, the time is up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: There is anotlier point 
which I would like to mention. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Under 
rule 101 sub-rule { 2 ) no speech during the debate shall exceed fifteen 
minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I know the rules are rigid on this point. So far as 
adjournment motions are concerned it appears to me the rule does not give 
me any di.scretion. It says, “No speindi during the debate shall exceed 
fifteen minutes”. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before the debate proceeds 
further may vre have an enlightenment from the Government as to the point 
which was repeatedly raised by the speakers, namely, what the Government 
mean.s by the expression used in the Press Note “advise and encourage”. 

Does it mean expectation or compuhsion or both, and if the expectation is ful- 
filled what will be the probable effect upon the food position in the province? 
Another point is, what will be the Government’s attitude if the Opposition 
or for the matter of that any party outside the legislature carries on a 
propaganda asking the tenantry to grow less jute and more food? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. Either 
the Minister in charge should be allowed to finish his speech or no fjpestions 
should be answered. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; The rule of an adjournment motion, as I have already 
stated, appears to me to be very rigid. It does not appear to me that it 
gives me any discretion in the matter of extending time for discussion either 
to the Minister in charge or to any of the members. Now, a question has 
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been asked. Well, if that question is to be answered by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge it means that an extension of time has got to be given 
to the Minister in charge or it may be answered by some other Minister or 
any other member, if Gover;iment so desires. But if nobody wants to 
answer it, you cannot compel an answer to it. In fact it cannot be said 
that no member has got any right ^o ask a question ; because if any member 
had desired to speak I do not know whether it would have been permissible 
for me to stop him altogether. Of course, it appears to me that in a 
discussion like this there should not ordinarily be any speech after the 
Minister in charge has spoken. That ought be the ordinary (course of 
things. If these questions were asked in the^ t'^urse of the speeches of 
honourable members, tlie Minister in charge would' perhaps desired to reply 
to these things. I do not think, therefore, that there is any rule or 
procedure by which I can ask the Government to give reply 
made at this stage. 

DTm NALiNAKSHA SANYALs On a point of order, Sir. ^^anyal 

asked a question which really pertained to the dei>artment of the ^lon’ble 
Chief Minister who is the Home Minister. Ilis (question was whothe^ 
person who would carry on propaganda agajnst the provision that is so'^P^ht 
to be made by Government and ask people to grow more food and less 
would be prevented from doing so or would be harassed or arrested as yVOU 
had been in the past. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: For which I hod to appear before ^ ^ 
court to defend vou. 

1 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You may put the (question at the pro]>er time and iJ* 
will be answered. That question does not arise at this stage. 


Msuivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR. The (juestion be now put. *' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat is the desire of both sides and 1 put the questionJ 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the business of the 
Assemhly do adjourn for the purpose of discussing a dt‘finite matter 
urgent i)ublic importance and of recent occurreme, namely, the situaticy*^ 
arising out of the decision recently arrived at by the Government (»f Benj-^^^ 
to encourage and advise the agriculturists to j)nnhice jut(‘ during the coin.^^^S* 
season in full eight annas of the basi(* acreage of HMO to W sold 
maximum price to he fixed (»n the basis of Hs. 17 for Indian jnt mid^^^^^® 
at Calcutta, the prices of other qualities or grades of raw jute being 
parity with that price, while Bengal is in the grip of famine for want ^ 
sufficient food crop, was then put to vote and a division taken, with ^ 
following result : — 


AYit-72. 


AM«I Mr. Mia. 

AMal MaJM, MaaM (My«aaMa|li). 

AMal WaHaA Maalti. 

AIM Nattala Sarkar, Maahri, 

Ali«a< AH laayalHvrt. KIhw la k ai a r Maataaa. 


■airaMtja, Mr. tfML 
•aa«r|ta, Mr. Praaiallia NaHk 
•aaaril, Mr. P. 

Harat AJi, Mr. MA. 

Haraia, Mr. PaapalH. 

Hanaaa, Mr. Ufiaini HaMu 


K 

ic^vt 
i-) o ^ 
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••M, Mfi tVitMli ICiaiar. 

t«Maia OkMtfra. 

•tawM, m* tarMtfri NtHi. 

Ui«ltoM*fnt HtrtpiKi. 

ClUNrtilivfl tai« NariMrt Nam. 

Dai. Ml Raikaaatli. 

Dai Oapla. 0r- ■. 

Dai Sapta. irijat Nartaira Natk. 

Datta. Mr. DMnaira Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Manaara Natk. 

Datta. Mr. takaaiar. 

EMiar, Mr. Uptaira Natk. 

Fadal Hap, Mr. A. K. 
akaM, Mr. Atal Kriikaa. 

DiaiaMta Akand, Mr. 

Dalaai Rakkaai Akaaiaiai. Maahrt 
Qapta. Mr. atfiik Gkaakra. 

DyaiaMia AkniE Okaulkary, AlhaiJ. 

NMilkailak, Naaak Dakatfur K., of Dacta. 

Haiaa AH Cka««kary, Mr. SyaE. 

Haikiai Alt Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
lirit Akiaak Mia, Mauivi. 
kalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Jaaak AH Maiuaikar, Maalvl. 

Kkaa, Mr. Oikaakra Lali. 

Kaaka, Mr. Niikitba Natk. 

Ukiri. Bakv Aikataik. 

Maktak, Maharajakkiraja Bakakar Ukay Ckaak, at 
Barkaraa. 

Maji, Mr. Akwaita Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mn. Htaiaprava. 


Maakarjaa, Or. t|aai apfn a i 
MakaaiaMi Alnl, ITImb BafcMhir Maalvl lyai. 
Makaaiaak BalalaMii. Okia Bakaiaf Maahrt. 
Makarjl, Mr. DMraaBra Narayaa. 

Mafckiriii. Mr. B. ^ 

Makkarji. Dr. tkarat Okaakra. 

MatiUk. triiat Aikataik. 

Maitata All Divaa, Maahrt. 

Naaky, Makara)a SrtMkaakra, at Oanlaikatar. 
Naikir. Mr. Miai Okaakra. 

Paal, Ur Hart taakir. 

Pakkar, Mr. Aaaakilal. 

Raaiitakkia Akaiik, Mr. 

Nay. Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Kaiaalkrlikaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran laakar. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaialka Natk. 

Ray, Mr. PaHraai. 
taaaaliak, Dr. 
taayal. Dr. Naliaaktka. 

•aayai, Mr. taiaaka tikkar. 
tM. Mr. Atal Okaakra 
•aa, Mr. Dktnakra Natk. 

•ta, kvfttk Okaakra, Rai Bakakar. 

Ikaaiiakkia Akmak, Mr. 

Ikamiakkia Akaiik Kkoakkar, Mr. 

•iaka, triiat Maniakra Bkaiaa. 
tar, Mr. Naraakra Kaaiar. 

Waliar Rabmaa. Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEI>-10». 


AMal Aali. Maaiaaa Mk. 

Akkai HaOi, Mr. Miraa. 

Akkal NaUm. Maalvi (Myaiiavlafk). 

AMal Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvi Mk. 

AMal Hamik, Mr. A. M. 

AMal kakbar, Maalvi. 

AMal Karim. Mr. 

AMal Lain Biiarai, Maalvi. 

AMal Motalik Malik, Or. 

AMal Wahab Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Akkar Rabmaa. Kkaa Bakakar A. P. M. 

AMar Rabmaa tikklai. Mr. 

AMar Rawkik Mahmaak, Mr. 

AMar Raikaak. Maalvi Mk. 

AMarRaaf, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl t. (Hawrak) 
AMal tkakaak, Maalvi Mk. 

Akai Paxi, Mr. Mk. 

Akal Haikim, Maalvi. 

Akal HaiaJa Akmak, Mr. 

Akal Maiak, Kaxi. 

Akal Qaasam, Maalvi. 

Akmak Ail Mrikba, Maahrt. 

Akamk Haiala, Mr. 

ARaxakkIa Akmak. Kkaa Bakakar MaalvL 
Aaararal Aiim, Kkaa BakMar Mk. 

Aalak Hawaia Kkaa. Kkaa Bakakar HaafvL 
Barma. tka Haa*Ma Mr. Pramkart 
•inrai, Mr. Railk LaL 
Okakrabarty, Mr. katfakra Natk. 

Ckakrakarty. Baba Namakra Narayaa. 

BMppaakala. Mr. 4. W. 

Blanu Mr. I. A. 

Dai. Rai taMk Aaakal OkaaBra. 

Dai, Rai taMk KIrtt Bkaiaa. 

Dai, Mr. M a am akaa. 

Dan* Data DiMa k ra Natk. 

Parkat Baaa Kkaaam, Bifam. 


Pailai QaMIr, Kkaa BakMar MaalvL 
Patiar Rkkmaa, Mr. (Daua). 

Paxiar Rakmaa, Mr. (MymiailBgki. 

BIMkIai. Mr. D., O.I.E. 

Oamti, Mr. R. A. 

Baiwami, thi Hin'kii Mr. Talii Okaakra 
BrtMtbi. Mr. 0. 

Bapfa, Mr. 4. N. 

Qaraaf, Mr. Oambir tlayk. 

NaBxakkia Ohavkbari, Maalvi. 

Namiitaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naxiaa Mankvk, Mn., M.B.i. 

HatimaJty kamikar, Kkaa taklb Maalvl. 

Nayvraak, Mr. Riftrt. 

Niakry, Mr. Oavik. 

Nirtxti, Mr. M. A. P., O.B.E. 

Nakfi, Mr. N. Rtwaa. 

Jalalakkia Akmak. Iki Mba’bli Kkaa BakMar MmIvL 
katimakala AkmM, Kkaa BakMar Maalvi. 

KaMraMia Kkaa, Kkaa BakMar Maalvl. 

Kaxam Ail Mirxa, tablbiaka Ka«aa Jab tyM. 
KaaaMy, Mr. I. B. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Liifk. Mr. Jaha. 

MaBrtftr, Mr. B. B. 

McpkariM, Mr. B. P. 

MaRxakkia AkmM. Kkaa tabik Maalvi (Tipparai. 
Maakal, Mr. Amrita LaL 
Maakai, Mr. Baaka BakarL 
MaakaL Mr. Jafat Okaakra. 

MaakaL tka Naa'Mi Mr. JafMkra Natk. 

Haalrakkia Akkaak, MaalvL 
MakammM AH, Kkaa BakMar. 

Mtiiam AH MalUb. Maalvi M. 

Matammil Nat, Maalvl Mk. 

MakammM Akkai NaHm MaNa, Mr. 

MakammM HraH. MaatvL 
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MvIlMiiiai KliM BtHtfir Or. Ifttf. 

HfktrjMi, Ow Miii'W# «r. Tinrtuwti, ■.O.E. 
mmk, Mr. MikeMa Bfhanr. 

Mvmtli* tiM NM’Ma Mr. E«H» Oabary. 
Maikamifl NMiata, tka HM*Ma Na«ak, 
■afeatfar. 

Maatafawial Hafat. Mr. lyal. 

Raianillab, Nawaksaia K. 

Naiimoiaia, tka Haa’kta Kkwala Mr. K.C.I.E. 
NaamMia, Mr. K. 

pala, tka Naa*kta Mr. iaratfa Eraaana. 
pavall, Mr. 4. A. 

JlaJfkaMia TraMar, Maalvi. 

Raiaar Rakikaa Kkaa. Mr. 

•akamMtN Aknai, Mr. 

•airakiHi Akmakp Haji. 

•akaka/Alan. Mr. lyaA 
•aUM, Mr. t. A. 


tartar, Okka MaMMasiak 

Unm iafauB, Mr. 

ifcakatatila, Ika Naa'Ma Hr. Kkarala, 6.M. 
tiafka, taka Kakaira Hatk. 
tlfiar, Oaka Utta Maaia. 
tfcIpwHk, Mr. W. E. 

••art Mr. 4. N. 

•tarfc. Mr. A. r. 

•akraarariy. tka Haa'Ma Hr. N. 1. 
TaaiiiaMla Kkaa. tka Haa'Ma Mr. 

Tkaraaa, Hr. C. M. 

Tkakar. Mr. Praaatka Raajaa. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. H., 0.t.E. 

Wkltakaat. Mr. R. t. 

Yaaat All Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Aknai Okaaikary, Haahri. 
zmar Raknaa tkak. tkaatkary, Haahri. 


Ayes being 72 and the Noes 109, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at 6-25 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 10th February, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled undei 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
10th February, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausukh Au) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Cases of dacoity, eto., in Midnapore. 

V6. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing the number of cases of — 

(i) dacoity, 

(ii) burglary, 

(Hi) robbery and 
(ir) looting, 

that occurred during the last two month.s in the district of Midnnjmro and 
specially in the subdivisions of Ghatal and JhargramP 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie plea.sed to state how far the police has 
become successful in abating them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on t>ehalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) The figures for December will show that measures taken were 
successful. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No, 76, 



Midnapore. 

1 

GbaUl. 

Jbargram. 





August. 

Deceni' 

bar. 

July. 

August. 
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bar. 

Dacoity 

23e 

239 

40 

19 

10 

6 
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Burglary 

285 

269 

46 

19 

n 
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47 

40 

8 

Robbary 

34 

39 
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Looting 
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16 
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DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Honl>le Minister be 
pleased to tell us what were the measures that were taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AI.I: (1) Seven C. I. D. Inspectors on depu- 
tation to this district to combat the outbreak were i) 08 ted to strategic areas. 

(2) Investigating staff was strengthene<l by receiving sub-inspectors from 
other districts. 

(d) Meetings were held by superior officers in the villages to encourage 
people to resist dacoities. 

(4) Rewards were declared for the arrest of important absconding gang 
leaders. 

(6) Extra force consisting of 2 sub-inspectors, Id head constables and 82 
oonstahles of Special Armed Force were posted in different parts ol the 
district to patrol. 

(6) As a result of the combined measures important absconding gang 
leaders such as Jitin Mahai>atra, Rama Mridha, Sk. Abbas, have been 
arrested. New gangs have been traced and lots of prof)crties recovered. 
Gang members have either been sent up in charge-sheets or placed under 
surveillance. There have been several instances, where villagers have resisted 
dacoits and such acts are being encouraged with rewards. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the lion ble Minister W 
pleased to state what are the figures for the month of Se])tember and October 
in these parts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 can only give u]) to 25th 
September. One hundred and twenty-four case,s of dacoities including six 
from Ghatal sulKlivision and 19 from Jhargram subdivision were re]>orted 
up to the 25th September, 

Mfi ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Did the Government consider the desir- 
ability of giving arms to stdected jieople for resistance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Government be pleased 
to state whether they consider that the cause of the decrease of dacoities is 
due to harvesting in December or to the Police vigilance.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mostly due to Police vigilance. 

Brijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: What are the figures for 
December, 1942? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Figures for July, August and 
December, are given in the statement. 

Financial assiatanoa from Gwramiiient of India. 

•77. Mr. D. N. SEN. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Govern- 
ment have approached the Government of India for financial relief? 
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{b) If 80, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment tm the present ways and means jvositiou of the Government? 

(c) What are the specific objects for which financial relief has been sought 
from the Central Goveniment? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’We 
Mr. Tuisi Chandra Coswami): (a) Yes. 

(h) This will be dealt with fully in the Budget Statement which will he 
made before the House in the current session. 

(c) It would not be in the public interest to fumish details at this stage. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hi>irble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he would be in a ])osition in public interest at ibis stage to 
give this House at least information about the objects generally tor which 
financial assistance is being sought fnun the iGoverninent of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: As 1 have said just 
now, 1 should like to deal with the wliole cpiestion in its true perspective in 
my budget speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: lias there been any attempt mu<le to 
obtain any financial assistance from the fiovernment of India t(» reli»*ve the 
distress due to famine conditions and for rebabililut ing the villagers in 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; Tbose are the two 

main leascuis why we have sought assistance from tlic Government of India. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(amwer to which wae laid on the table) 

Unstarred Question No. 28. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hr. Sanyal, have you any objection to this question 
being held over for the day? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAt: No, Sir. As a matter of fact I was 
surprised that this question was diiected to the Home Department. The 
previous practice in this office has been that the A>'>'emhly jleparlment 
que.stions were dealt with by the Dejmty Speaker and not bv llu‘ Home 
Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is one of the questions T want to look into. I 
also find- that it is a question which was received in my ofln c on the -ft)ih of 
January, 194-1, before 1 came into office. T was elected, if I remember aright, 
on the t?nd March, 194d. It never attracted my notice. Only when J got it 
today it attracted my attention. It relates to the Assembly Department. I 
think it will be de.sirable tliat 1 should be given an opportunity to look into 
this matter before it is taken up. 
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Dr, HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: While looking into it I may also invite 
your attention to page 255 of the Assembly Proceedings, dated the 13th 
March, 1942, where I specifically moved a motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER" That is all right. If you have got anything to say 
you may kindly see me in my chamber. 

Held ever question. 

Kllftn Sthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Unstarred question No. 27 may 
kindly be held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, held over. 

Increase in the cost of living index figures in 1943 

29. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will th^ Hon’Ule Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing separately on the list of every month from 
January, 1943, to July, 1943, the cost of living index figures.^ 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the percentage fixed for expenses on food has been increased to about 80 
per cent, in view of the abnormal rise in prices of all commodities.^ 

MINISTER in charge Of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon*ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): (a) A statement is placed on the Table. 

(ft) No change has yet been made in the proportion of expenditure on 
food allotted in the indexes as compiled, which are based on enquiries made 
before the recent scarcity, but the trend of the figures now being collected in 
the family budget enquiry in Howrah goes to show that the percentage of 
expenditure on food at the present time may be as high as 80 per cent. 

Statemeni referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 29. 

I. — Coat of living index for the working classes in and around Calcutta. 


(Base : August, 1939:=^ 100.) 


1943. 


18th January 

... 248 

10th February 

... 262 

22nd February 

... 269 

16th March 

... 291 

22nd March 

... 288 

12th April 

... 272 

22nd April 

... 260 

11th May 

... 286 

22nd May 

... 292 

June 

... 302 

July 

... 319 

August 

... 329 

.^ptember 

... 307 
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11. - The Jag^addai working class cost of living index. 
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Adjournmefit motion. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE! Sn, I given notice o) an 

adjournment motion ior todav. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think vou have got intimati<»n ot m\ older on that. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Yes 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The po.sit ion IS simjily this. It appears tliat the 
notice of this udjournnient motion wa.s received by the Secretary ot the 
Legi.slative Assembly Department at 12-1^0. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ,\Vhen <lid the Secietaiv come Ui ofhrei' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Drder, order, l^et me finish It you have got anything 
to say you will have your chance. The rules retjuire that this n(itice iiiust 
reach the Secretary before noon. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Secretary or the office!' 

Mr* SPEAKER: Ih*. Sanyal, you are again interrujiling. Will y<»u 
not kindly stoj) interrupting me for a moment !' The practice is that thes 4 ) 
things are generally received in office In this case something happened 
which requires, in my opinion, an enquirv. This motion was sent in a cover 
23 
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addressed to K. A. Afzal, Esq., Secretary, Bengal Legislative Assembl) 
l)ei>urtinent. It was re(;eived in the Central Receipt section and then from 
there it was sent in a Dak book, as is the usual practice, to the Secretary , 
because* the motion was in a cover addressed to the Secretary by name. The 
Secretary actually received it at 12-20. When I got it I tried to ascertain 
the exact time when it was received in office. So tar as I could gather there 
is nothing on record to show the actual time of receipt in office. So 1 < annoi 
jrass any order until I have hroked into the matter and I am satisfied that 
it was veally received in offi(‘e before noon. Tt it uas not received in office 
before noon it may go out automaticall\ . Therefore thin matter cannot be 
taken up today. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Then do I take it, Sir, that >ou 
will waive the urgency f' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will consider this point M'bcn thi', matter will again 
'•ornc uj). 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 am in a po>itioii to satist\ 
you that the letter was delivered to the Li*giNlati\c AsstuublN Depaitment 
bclore 12 noon. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will emiuirc into the matter. 


8carcity of salt in moffusil. 

MftUivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, ma\ 1 briuL; to \o\ii notice that 
we are getting comt)luint8 from some of the di'^tiiels tliat salt has Ihm oine 
scarce in those parts? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Sarkai, 1 am son\ to interrupt \ou, but at tbe 
same time I may tell you that if memlnTs are allowetl to stand up and spt'uk 
on a Hubje<’t which is m>t on the agenda, tbe busines^ ot the House wdll 
become imiiossible. It may be that the 1 reader ot tiie Opjaisition or in his 
absence tin* J)eput\ Leader might make a statiumuit And you have got 
your own leader. I am .sorry, 1 cannot allow this sort of discussion or 
statement. 

Mtulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: The matter is very im|)ortant, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may l>e an important matter, and in that case the 
lieader of the Opposition or the Deputy Leader or your ow'ii leader eould 
have made a statement. 


Ptnding Quattiofis. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Sir, may I point out that a lot of 
questions are pending from the last session, but only one or tw'o questiona are 
being disposed of everj’ day. 

SPEAKER: I will look into this matter very earetully and see wbat 
tile real poeition is. 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1B43. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. 1 lu^ to move 
that the Agrriiultural Income-tax Bill. 194‘^ rejtort^^d l>y (he SeltH*t 

Conimittee, he taken into consideration. 

Sir, the report of the Select Committee hun been in the hantU of ilie 
honourable meml)ers for some time now and I may <lniw their attention to 
the more importsint chanj^es made ii\ the Bill by the Select ('ommittee 

The most important change refers to the excTupticm limit, which was 
Ra. 2,000 in the original Bill. This limit has bt‘en raised h> Rs. O.MM); and, 
further, in the case of individuals and Hindu undivided families \Nhose only 
source of agricultural income is land (niltivated h\ them with or without the 
aid of hired lalumrers, a statutory jire.sumption has hetm add<*d that no one 
having 00 hi/yfo/s of land or h‘s> will he considenMl to ha\e a taxable uicoiiu*. 

It will be further notic(‘<l (hat a presumptive cost ot cultivation cipial to 
bO per ((‘lit. of the markiM value of the pnnlm'i* has bi'en provMh‘d for in 
Bill i(»r th(‘ benefit of individuals and Hindu unduiiltMl lamilies 'whose 
primary m<‘ans of livelihood is atiricultun' and \\lo» <'ultivate then own lands 
with or without the aid of hire<l laboun*r. 

In resjKM’t ot agricultural income derivtal fiom lent o? ie\enue a proviso 
has been addeii to sub-clause (6' i (d cbni*«e 0 to enable the landlord who get 
his accounts proj)eil\ audited t»» take advantage of tin* actual cost of lollection 
subje( t to a maximum of 17A |m-i cent ot his Tent-roll. 

Allowances m resjuM t ot maintenance ot embankments, dykes and irriga- 
tion and protective works ioive lanui increased to suit the case of lands ifi the 
Sundarbaris and (»tli<‘r similai ansis In lespoct ot all agiicultural incomcH 
a new jirovision foi allowance has been achbal to cover such expmiscs as are 
not specificallv provided foi- but are necessar\ for deriving tin- agricultural 
inc<»me. 

In respect ot mixed incomes dealt with in clause S o\ the Bill, any deter- 
mination of the market value of the agricultural pnaluce, any up|M>riionment 
of a common cliarg’e and an\ ajijumtionment of iridune as hetween Bengal and 
outj^idt* areas made under the Indian Income-tax Act have been made hirnling 
on the I'rovincial (rovernrnent. 

Agricultural income derived from buildings has lieen excimled fnun 
taxation. The definition of Hindu undiviiled family has Immui restricted P) 
families governed hy the Mitakshuru Law. Provision has been made for a 
sei'ond apj>eal and for an Appellate Tribunal to hear such apfieals. (damieii 
47 and of the Bill, imposing on the Provineial Government the liuhilily 
to make a refund to British residents that porticm of the Bengal tax whieh 
would not be refunded to them hv the Fnite«l Kingdom Governiiient have 
been deleted. 

Sir, besides the absive. other i hanges have been introduced here and there 
ixL the Bill Ui which the attention of the honourable merabern will i>e drawn 
presently the Bill be considered clause by clause. I take the oppriitunity 
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of ihankin^'^ the members of the Select Committee for the hard work thev 
pul in for a perirnl of about two months and a half. From the brief 
refererna^ I have made to tl»e result of their work, it is clear that the interest 
of all classes of assessees was <;arefully and sympathetically considered by 
them and J dare say that the Bill as emerging out ol the Select Committee 
l»as been well received by all parties. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion tor the acceptance by the 
House. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: At tliis stage I have to submit to you. 
Sir, that this Bill, as the II(»n’ble Minister has alreach explained, has had 
extensive (changes effected in the Select (’ommittce. Although the Select 
Committee 

Mr. SPEAKER: What are you speaking on!" 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point oi older. Sn. 1 might 
invit<^ your attention to paragraj>h 4 ol the Report ot tlie Select Committee 
where the (hnnmittee recomnnmds that in their oj»inion the Bill ha> not been 
altered to the ext<*nt as will recpure rej)ublication. Jiut the manner in which 
the non’ble Minister has today explained and the hlack lines in the Bill 
show that it re( 4 Uires republication. This is my ])oint «)i onler, and we would 
have your ruling as to whether or not the Bill which ^hows almost on ♦‘\er\ 
f)ag(‘ black marks througlmut ie(|uires i epuldicat ion . bocause iheie is no 
other authority which cun deci<le on this inmu* exccfit vonixdt 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must say that I am mU (pule pirpaied t(»r a pmiit ot 
order like this, but it appears to me that lule td the Bengal Legislative 

Asseiiibly Brocedure Rules require^ that the S»dect Committet* shall, in their 
report, state whether or not, in their »»pinion the Itill ha*' been ''O altei'ed 
as to nniuire rejtublication, whethei the )>ubl nat ion diiected by tht‘se rules 
or by th(‘ AsHembl\ has taken place and the date on which tin* publication has 
taken place, or where publication in mon* than one language i" ordered, the 
ilate on whi<‘h the publication in eath such language hu'^ taken ])lace 
Therefore this rule gives the right to whetloM thi^v should requin* nqnibli- 
I’ution or not to be stated "in the opinion” ot the Select Committee it.>»elt 
and that has been stated. You ask me now to give a ruling as to whether it 
should be republished. Is that your point of oixler^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes. The Select Committee complies 
with one part of the rule but whether republication is at all (ailed for in 
view of the changes effected (»r not the iudgiiumt will be yours. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think not. The judgment will be the judgment of 
this House. It is for the House to give its verdict as to whether it should 
be recommitted or republished. It is for the Ilou'^e to do that and it is not 
for me to give any ruling on that point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, you said that the House will do it, 
bw** unfortunately rule 58 precludes the possibility of a motion for einmla- 
or republkatioti. There are specific directions. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I quite see that. But it is not iny business; it is the 
Inisinees of the ITouse — tlie House may throw it out alto^^ether. It is not a 
point of order on whirh I am called upon to j;ive a ruling. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. you sax that you haxe no powtU’S. 
I inx'ite xour attention to rule IHi. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mx attention ha** verx often been iliawn to rule lit) 
ami it not absoluteh unknoxxn to me Witii lull know led }.re ol tin' prox'i- 
f>ions ot that rule, 1 have stated that il i-^ not loi- nu' to ^ive anx vt'nliii now 
at thi> >ta^^e as to wiiethei it slnoild lu- republished oi not 

^fr Surendra Xath Hisx\;is, you may moxe xoui ann'mlmeiit No. -I, 
Other motions are not in order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Why not Mr Abu Ilossain Sarkars 
motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too vague. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I submit not a^ tin words the 
Select (’omnntlee" ari* there 

Mr. SPEAKER: In tliat viexx it max be in ordei Hut il is not onl.x 
the Sele* t ('omniittee luit c«*rtain othei details aie also wantinfi and so I 
have ruled it out The xxlnde tiouble is that 1 haxe not been able to go 
through these tiling'^ My otlii-e has m)t xet put up its note vxith regard to 
tln*se things on aeeount ot shoitin'Ss of finn* but I tliiiik it is not in omIi'I'. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: ^ 

TTtnt call TTrft^Tl ? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sn , 1 beg to move b\ wu> of 
amemlmenl that the Hill be r«‘eomni itti'd to tfie same Seleit Committee with 
in^^truel ions to submit their r<*port on or before tin* dlMh .lurn*. lfM4, the 
(piorum heiiiL' the same as before 

Sir. I bad the honour to lie the first member in this House to have tabled 
a nsolutioii far back in the yeai ItIdT in tin* fii’sl session of that year advoiat- 
ing the abolition of Hernianeiit S(‘ttlenn*rit not ffir the sake of abolition Init 
for the jiurjiose of capitalising tin* net revenue that might be derixed from 

lainl so as to sei ure a huge amount of monex . which I i shniated at 114 eroroK 

of rupees, to he spent on tin* nat ion-huilding departments for tin* umelioru- 
tioii of the peojile Sii . the priin ijde h4‘hind m> re.H/dution was ami Htill 

is that any K'veiine tliat tin* (iovernment may realise from the land niiiKi 

be utilised for the benefit of the agrieiiltui ists and the nation as a wliole. 
On this question the Flood (’omniission submitted a n*pori. Thex report-ed 
that us it xxould take a long tinn* for the eornpietion of the arrangement for 
the State to acquire the landeil interests of tin* rent-reeeivers some tax in 
the shape of Agricultural Imorne-tax might in tin* meantime In* iiiifioHed 
W) as to get -ome more revenue from the land. Sir, the Floud (kniimiHsion 
at the same time was strongly of opinion that that revenue should b(* ntiliwed 
aolely for the l)enefit of the agrn ulturists and the jirovinee as a winde. 
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Sir, I think T speak the minds of the represent^itives of the rural people 
in this House, no matter to which party they V)elong, when I say that the 
Agricultural Income-tax, if and when realised, should be utilised for the 
benefit of the agriculturists and for that purpose it should be earmarked. 
Sir, if that is so, and I believe it is so, then I submit that this Bill be recom- 
mitted to the Select (>)mmittee to consider that cpiestion before it 
comes to the Houst*. This is a very important matter. We cannot allow any 
revenue from the tux imposed upon income from land to be devoted to any 
otluir f)urf)Ose than the purpose of benefiting agriculture and the agriculturists 
<»f this province. Sir, the agriculturists need amelioration in many ways 
sjmcially today ; so any revenue that may be derived from th(‘ land should be 
utilised to ameliorate their distress and to solvt' their ]>rt>blems. But, Sir, 
if that proposal (tomes dir(‘ctl\ tr<un us to this Ilonsj* instead of through th(‘ 
H(‘le(tt (yommittee, I am afraid, however important that (jiiestion may l)e, 
how(‘vcr forcible (»ur arguments may be, the (io^(*rnment Party will turn 
down that f)roj)osal. Besides, if the Ministiu- in charge will not acc(‘pt that 
])ropoHal of ours, 1 am afraid also that no nuunber of the (xovernment Party 
will dare to make a proposal that the revmiue deriva-d from this tax sluuild be 
(btvoted to the b(‘n(‘fit of the agriculturists. In that position the best course 
w'ill be to r<‘fer this matt<‘r again to the Select ( ‘onnnil tet*. In the Select 
(h)mmittee my experience is that the members discuss inattcis irr«'sp(‘ctiv(* 
of their party affiliations. They are fnu* enough t<» give tlnur opinion and 
to vote. I beli(‘V(‘ that if th(*'Bill be referred back to the Select Poininittee 
with tliis direction that they should cousHbu \er\ seiiousl\ the (juestion 
whether then* should not be a clause in tin* Bill oi whether the Pieainhle 
should not be ho amended that the ineonu* (hMiv(‘d out ot this tax .should he 
devoted the bemetit of the agriculturists alone, the Select (’ominittec will 
he pleus(*d to favour that refcn^nce and to make nect‘ssaT\ amendments m the 

Bill. 

Sir, my second point is that this Bill tor Agricultural Income-tax should 
have been an <ul intcnm measure becausi* the Floud (’onimission reemumend- 
ed that a tax ujxm agricultural income might be imiiostMl until the 
(hunmission’s recomnuMidations for State acquisitions were acted irjion. Sir, 
we cannot allow such a tux to be levit*d for all and toi an indefinite time 
T hope the members on my <q)posite also will agiei* that this Bill should be 
an ad intrnin measure. They should remember that this measure, unless it 
is a temporary one. will seriously affeet tin* intiuests ot tlu* agric ulturists of 
every status for all time t-o come. All ran/tifi and iindeT will be 
permauentl> uftei ted by such a measure. The\ should seriously consider 
whether such a measure should be treated as an ad inirnm one. 1 Ixdieve, 
Sir, the S«deet ihmunittee w'ill consider this question also with C(m) 1 head and 
they will come to a favonrahle decision. For these two points of view*. Sir, 
I believe, my friends w’ill ugm* with me that tlie Bill should be recommit ted 
to tbe same Select ('ommittee. 

With these wonhs, Sir, I ho|>e that the memWrs of this House will accept 
inv motion, 

iKhan Bahadur Haji Hadi AIhiumI (^houdhurv rose to sj>eak.f 
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Mr. SPEAKER: rsr^mR^f^ 

consent ^^\U\ consent I ^ 

I 0,.^ b, >0. ^^. >^L. >0. :^8 ^ 

3lTpF'^f% ^ fW I 

Khan Bahadur Hajj BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir. 1 lug to 
move l>y way of amendment that the Bill he recommitted to a Select 
(’ommittee again comsisting of — 

(1) I'he Hon’hle Mr. TuKi Chandrii (toswami. 

(‘J) Maharaja Sri.schandra Nandy, ol (^>«^siml»azal , 

(d) Maulvi Ahmed All Mridiia, 

(4) Dr. Sanaullah, 

{’)) Dr. Xalinaksha Saiiyal. 

(ti) Mr. Alulul Latif Biswas. 

(7) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Daft a, 

(5) Kazi lAiidadul llatjUe, and 

ifB Khan Bahadvn Haji Badi AhnuMl (’houdhur\ Mhe nmveil. 

with instructions to Mihmit their n^port hy tlu‘ loth .Vpril, ITDl, and tliai 
the (luonim of the Sidet't (’ommittee he fixiul at five. 

I ;ft’^ ^rr^TT 7^0 pvjt ^ TO I '4=^: 

^I’^n rvr^i^ TO|^ O^ITO I <?\ 

4^ 3irTO^ 3) -TOl 4TO'^ TO'43 ^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER : TO =TITO^. Hon'hle MinisUT ft. fn. ^TC^l 

ScfT^ , 31 ^ R Minister in charge. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: C3l 

I (A memher from the (loalition li<‘richeH f 1 . 71, ^'4l 

(laughter and interruptions]. 

Mr. SPEAKER : TOSH I 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: ^fir ^ cm, 

^Ttin TOH 5rf%TO TO31 ?n, 'idV ''pt'f 

^ ^ . 4TO=t 3R1^ (Mrojfe I 4r*rv 

srf^TJT:^ i]3jr sfrvft , Tarn 5Tf%^3^ ^ cro 3W^4 ^ \ 

Mr. SPEAKER : TOT? fer?^ ?TO I 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: irtTOT? 31^1 

?fiTC5T’3 OT'I ^Ff?33 <1Tf?? ^ 1 TO ?dSi:T ?f%r5 ^ 3171^ 

^31 I TO^ T3? TtP\ ^ i (A member ; ^ i^tf/'T? ’FtSPTOf ^’T? 
f^rsR) 4^ 4^ “cTOn ?tf^'’ ?i?C3^ I 4f^ ?r|f 4 "afT^ TO. TO fTO 
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) 1 ( a voice from the Coalition Benches ; 

I ) "ZTtft ^ f™ I 

rtc^T ^srnrnTF i ^n ^%cf ^ 

’^r-ni ^TT^ 1 (I)H. Nalinaksha Sanyal : 4^ ^ f^Tj 

irnir7;5^ r.-^H^ (Tti^ptr i ) ■^rt^ ■<f%=r. 

^ l Ftft?1^ r<i<t I Select (^nm- 

mitteers f%^ ^ ?R ffttr ^ 1 

C^*f=T ^.3 ^^3 ’ttf^ — ^ C^t31 3t^ H i]^ 

■?rf^ 5t^ 771. 3t^ C^v5^f3 ^'A‘^3. 3t^ value '^0 “t3 ^7^ j 

C^srt^ M?P ^71 ^,000\ i^, 3177:^T ^ C5^ '/f^. ^] 7K1 

15>tV TPTftTf 5’ •{ r CTT "^rf^ *7f3 ■^1^1773 ^PH 3t33 OOO ^‘■f ^f3^fS3t7I 

<n^ r^c^i 3r?:3 r*ff3^ ^-:rm ^r.?rr 6.ooo\7t^t^ tti 1 3113 c^^fi 

’rtTT rTT il^ Ffft ^Tl I 

3 t=n TF'^fl =?f^3 '^fTT^R 07 “'i]^ ^i'wtZ^ r.»ff^T^f TRfi 

TPTT] '^3^* 07 5l^t^ C^f I WT,^ 0^'7 

3tOT 7tc3 ^ 3^tt^.l^^l ?pn rt'r^r^l'* f<P5 -rfri 

^TltR 77iTr^ vj--^ r^C3n> I (A member 

from th(‘ Krishak Praja Party* wr 5^^ 1 ) -^tn ■sff^t^ 

TrftfitTJ? or “biHT'','^^ Tf^T <^377 *Ttw <y fV? oTcmr 

<f%r3f^ -rfsR 4^r;«7 vftf%]:^ ^f73i'*j, (TT'^^ 

f^ Tri^TT] (noiHO and interrii])tionH) | bJlft^ K. S. 

^nn-iftcTO ft«rpT ^ r^Trfferf, 3^ ' gT t» o»7<i f%?fm fe-sr -13^ oos ^ 
7tt3 co\ ^«Prf^3 ^n-iffc^'T ^ c^c-^. fV^ 

r.TH a wzn ift^T ^f^RTGR 3^3 rw3f] c^tVy *f3^ ^C^ i^W7 

'®rR^'7t®’t3 ftTn '*ftP}(TlC5> I (?Tt* tt^Tr moom(»-tax 

^71 ^srfTPTl^ <?rsfl7:^ (^577?“ #n ^5; n^zi vft^Tt^ 

w i^fi r.wi ^7Tf%- (7R ^finTtr^ i oi6 

w:^ R**!^ 5f%c3 or "s^vtnTfT ^t3‘’t'R‘^ 

^tTi ^T?rtopT I 016 or tK'^ 

^ TiTf^ ^^^1721 y: 5TT bf^ ^T!^C3r5' 3"^ (noise and interruption) 

07t»f^ 'd fl3»r=7 ?Hf«n ^ w« 35^7^ 

^t&TT OOfHOi^ tp^r ^ ft fe ^01 >61^ resolution ?^?f7rffe 

3Pr ^RT C5^ C^STTPT ^fbt^J TRr^R 1 -iJTf? 

zrt^ cTlt^’lK^TTTT ^TOS^ C**^ I ^^vf] ij^rtr ^ nr 'Sftft' 

at f^Prtfe5Tt=3 ^jrvft^ canvass ^«Ff%r3f5 I "srtft 

^ 07 cwr^ m c?T^ ^‘7>'^nb7j 

w^TT c^ ^ITff^l^ C?R C^3rVtftr3 (TfPtTO (77tff*f f^C^R I ^ 

3»^ TjJC^r 3rTTfiR:§^ 7|rf%7n <7T^ J 
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^ iw? ?js-?n (mz <y^ 4^: 

^ ^ ^ f^i 1 ^fs?^ cj| ^ 

ift^T 3irtr3 ^srtpi ^ i 

iM^ ^ (A moniluT • (yr*J Z]: fTTt^- 

^1 ^v^iKy^ 

f^TiTPT C^rf^ rf^'^'d], r^ ^Fi. fj;fiT c^«f t “<t>f^=T4s1^^‘t 

! ^^t-rr^T ^rr:T^T ^frfrtr.!i/. 

y)t I ^fipii ^jTi rTi. f^.i; i^iz r>f -.ii | 

(A voice • 3T^I 33T^ -fl^t^v) sTlvf.^f^ ^Tfg 

^t»n ^ [ irtft ^ 

T5t^ TTi i -^c^' ^t:p;'i 3if^.#-Ji yjrisf ■of:r'i tm-t- sn?‘ i fV^ 

FR f^. Fl^fT ‘<T'fcL 'f-Tb "11 5'tr.‘Tn ;n I 

yr.^ z'^ ^ y]. b^4'f?r^ o^fii b^'4V/ ^>Ti(Tr«^ 

(?m '^.zjy- \0\ 1^^] 4^ 4tJiT rtiitr.R; I 

4t’^ 0^*r^ C41^ ^'pvm f4'^ ■•Tl I -Q^- or!' ^.Ol'sOx !^r4l=1 

^t41 :74T-T7=1t^ tT441 :^0\ 1^ ^f^r? 711 I ^ 

(7[^ :^0\^ Ttc'i Tt^wt4 '■-r5'*t''r^^'f^C4: bO\i^^ T^zz 7’^. .va 

bO\ I^4lt f^TT 7-?l, i3^'1r4 bf%r* •4tf4’rsT c^fT ^T5 •<^^’^c^ ^ I 

tviz ^fj!^ ry saloii^i ^'4 ®a ^ I g'^n- 

TtCi ^1 ^ 'it^ T^'TTjj wypp C^^fl ^rr'-t ' f^fCl Till 

CZ] ^4T1 I r7\t wr iTtf^ 4%3f5 C?f11?f^ TitVi >1^4*0?^ 

■577(1 SeUvt (’ornmmittce^T r(*[)ort C^tC'^^d^ jujhli.sh iJ4* tfCST^ 

c^Tt^ Tfi^^T ‘4^1 ^r:4i w«i i 

^yz] ■^ncF zr^ j^rns >pr. wrr»TT i <tbt^t4 

WT ^r-TT^ ^ 5F vn i 

bt^M*tW i|^1^ rni<>n lioiJtrdviji? PrcHident, "srtfw Sftfvi b1fM‘tOH 

^ TVi'Av. bfrs I f^Z ''TZ^yy<Z^P\ »fr'l-bt^4 C-t-tI^ W 

^ Ffe^i ^ i i] 4177^ B-f:; i^r^m -Tnfmnffy^. i;T4 

bi^'iftl^ 4tr?[l fyr.M gl^i 7^1 r^-'TO 7F:5» TyzTlTT m. — (4’^ 

41 ^fTFn 41 4f%41 'ilfFr4C*-44 7Tft-r;T77T 4lfr^ ^f441 ryX'^A 44" 4ft I 

(FTM 4?y4 41144 3 ‘Trjvffli TTf^ nil?! 441:44 4C5? 44t4*t' 'ff'^Il 4434 I 

4nff ;fFvf^ 4r4^Tr5i I biJlft:*'.-?! Dirttrirt Ma^;jHtrat^‘ 

^£r*<^lc*f 4t^ ■74441 ^.4 (kichen) ('4«J4ifj PfbFlT^f C>n^C4 4141445 

4ffir:'5 4C44 I "5^4 r?i ^rx; C4t444f 413414 '"^1714 HOO C4l4 441^1 

7it2 xOO C414^ 4rrR i ijr fsM 4:44 <4 :4l4fC^ C^-f] ^w^ 

4tb!C4l 41^C4 41. <?^wy\ 800 C4T4^.'^ 4f4:i fit'll 7,00 C414T4 41341^41 4tFt4 I 
114^ 4f»^ TT31 r4 ^1^4 44F4C<P^ 4fFT^‘:44 | 4 T^4yt4 ^714! Kf-^ZZZ^ C4 ''rft4i?^ 
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i?TT^ I (7J ^ 

^ , r.^T? ^%i ?r^c^ I ^rw?n c^s, 

crt'-rm, ?rt^c^ i Ffft^ vftf^ i 

fi^ -ijT ^tror c^t^ Cx ^ f^^srs c^ ’tt's?! ^ ^ i 

C\ i^f^i ’Ffei f^i f^TTizc^, in ^ Ff^?nr^ * 

(?r *ft^r fir^T ^o-xO\ &tn 3t? c^t^ 8oc\ 

?n I sffrif I 

’T?:«f >Tr.5F ^f? ''t^‘'t"c3rc^CT ^rt'^mr 

i;tc?^^9R 

r^E ^;r5ir5T I 3t?n (?i c? (?t^ 

“(?Ff^tfe” ^ rjt 

"STf-Win in^^r — or "c^l^ft^” 

^ I 5ir ^wr,^ c^ c^ ^r^rrc*^ 

^Vf"?p 5Ffin:3!? I OT*t ^tft W.^ <ff^ ^«TC3T& ^t=T ^10 

Jit^T I ^f%^i (yrU I 

^ij ^ 

^ <tr^?rt 7 :(j; ^vvr.^ ^nrtc^ ^ c>ti?i ‘^ 1 ^ (y^ i 31 5^1 

< 4 ^r?: 5 T iTfTTin 3trt7Ti^ rzy -^31 ^ ti ‘ 4 rfVi :3 ^ttr^ 1 

(TT^SRT '^JTiTTTr i)^ f^?T Select (:ommitteeC3 

f^l ^t*5Tt^ traiiHlation (yry\y[ I i]^' (71^ 

c^Tfc^ ^*'4^ c?rf?:^ f-r^ i ^91 

^T^i ^ft:3 ?n. '5(t»fi ^ wic*r"^ 

5Ffe=*R I 5^C51 Si'lect C’ommitteeC3 ^^1 C^T^ add ^fiRTl ?ltc^ 1 

(At this sla^e the House was adjouriKMl tor l-> iniiuites. ) 

(After adjournment for prayer.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I heji: to move by w’ay of 
anieiidnuMH that the Bill be recommitted to the same Select Committee 
with instructions io submit their report b^ the 'Ust March. 1944, and that 
the i|U()rum of the Select Committee be fixed at as before. 

Sir, my purpose to briuj^ in this motion was not so much to obstruct 
the pa.ssufre of tlie lUll, as such, as to ^^et an opportunity of making certain 
general observations with regard to the (tovernmeiit in relation to this 
taxation measure and other such measures. Sir, it is a well-known 
parliamentary jiractice that whenever any Finance Bill is introduced in the 
Legislature, even wdien such bills are otherwise welcome, the Opposition 
can review’ such finance measures on the very ground of political principle. 
Sir, 1 belong to a political party, and that party along with others in the 
Opposition, has a grievance again.st the (jovernment of the day, and I 
be'’»ve it is my right on behalf of such a party and on behalf of the Opposi- 
tion in general to convey to the House and to the Government of the day 
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our grievanceH. Sir. you know whon this Ministry took ottioe certain 
pledpfes were given to this House and to the larger section of the people 
outside. One of these pledges was to release political prisoners, particularly 
those who are detained without trial, as quickly as possible. Sir, 1 will 
not drag down the name of my revered leader, Mr. Sarat Ohundra Bose 
because, in the first place, I know that this (iovernment lias declared its 
helplessness in relation to him; in the second ]>lace. I will not drag down 
his name because T know in my heart of heart.*, that this (iovernment will 
not lie able to do anything for liim. It will not la* fair on my ]»art to ]>rofane 
that sacred name in the sacrilegious atmosjihere of this House. laMiving 
him apart, may I say at this stage of those persons over whom tin* (loM'rn- 
mt*nt have got domination so far as the matter of <b‘tention and the matt»‘r 
of release are conc(*riied. Sir, the political atmosphere in tin* country wliich 
was surcharged with unrest some time back has returnt‘d to more than 
normal condition, and vvt* do not know wh\ the (io\ernment cannot st*t* its 
wu.N to g('t tile lelease <d tht'se piisoners forthwitii. 1 am making a jiarti- 
cular ajijieal to ni_\ friend the Hon'ble I'lnanct* Minister wlio is not only 
a member of the ( ahinct but who is also flic Hejmty Leader of the (oali- 
tion Party behind tlu* 'rn‘asur\ lit'iiches. i am making this appeal not in 

a spirit oi lcMt\. 1 am making this appeal to a person wlio bus had a 

political past and who has ri.Nt*n up to his present tiosition by virtue of 
(urcunistances whu'h were the creation and a gift of his former comrades 
w'ho are now in jail and I hope the Hoirhle Finance Minist(‘r will ac(u*j>t 
ni\ appeal iti the •'pint in wiiii’li I am making it and 1 hoja* hi* will have 

soinetlung to give us on the flooi of this House toda\ . 

Sir, it may be contended and claimed that there have hf*en releases at 
the iiistame ot the pn*st‘nt (iovernment. 1 (hi not deny that. J'hal there 
have been releases is not disputed. I am myself a case in ]M)inf and my 
friends who are ln*re are also illustrating that, but lo()k at tin* other ))art.s of 
the country 'I’here prisoners have been releaseil m mnssr ■ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mi, Sanyal, 1 tliink ,\ou ma\ make some refeience to 
the facts to whicl) you art* rt*leriing, hut is it iii older to diiuti* .s<> much 
on it ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: If >ou think that i am not in 
order, I will not develnji this point further, hut at the very beginning 1 
took your indulgence h> an observation that it is a well-known ])arlianientary 
practice that wdienever a finance mea.sure is brought, tin* paity in (fjijiosi- 
tioii ims a right to protest against the (iovernment of the day on other 
grounds. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have allowed it .HO faf. but if you make that the 
only point, that is another thing. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Very well. Sir, 1 will not develop 
that point. 

Sir, look at the otlier parts of the country. There mass releaHes have 
taken place and even in provinces where there is no provincial autonomy 
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functioning, the bureaucracy has taken notice of the existing situation and 
has not hesitated to release prisoners in general and I hope the Hon’ble 
Finance Minist(*r, the Deputy Leader of the Coalition Party, will have some- 
th in^j siihstaritial to say on this point. 

Tlien, Sir, corning to the actual Bill itseli, I ani eiiticising the Bill 
ber^iiiise I have got and others in the Opposition have got their misgivings 
jiboiif the conception of the Bill itself and about the ])urposes for which 
llie outturn will be spent. I am referring to tlie Hrorble the Finance 
Minister’s Statement of Objects and Reasons in the original Bill itself. It 
is stated there; “OovtuiniKMil have deciiled t<j iin])o.st‘ a tax on agricultural 
income both b(*(!ause additional revenue is urgently needed and becau.se they 
c'onsidcr that it is e(juitablc to impose such a tax. ’ 

Sir, before I deal with the (juestion oj ecjuity I jiroposc to deal with the 
(|uestion of urgency for tin* recjuiied aiblitional la^vcnue. What is the 
urgency?' That has not been indicated b\ the Ilon’bh* Ministci’ in liis 
luefacdng sp(‘ech. 1 do not know whether he took into confidence the 
UKUiibers of the Select Committee and .satisfied them about the existence of 
such an urgtmcy, but we, the ordinary inernbcrs of the House who were no 
party to the proceedings of the SeleiM ('ommittiu' and to whom the iirocetal- 
ings of such Stdect Comniitte(*s ai*e sealed under convtuition, have a right 
to know tiu* nature of the urgency which imtiels the ( ioviunriHUit to come 
in with a taxation measure of this momentous chaiai ter. 

Sir, our misgivings have deepened becausi^ in coursf' of the debati* on 
the previous taxation Bill, namely, th«‘ Finance Sales 'fax (Amendnumt i 
Bill, pointed (luestioiis v^ere formulated and jdaced before this House b\ 
various memlxu-s of the Opposition and it was comjilained that mu(‘h of the 
expenditure with which the provincial exchequer is to be burdened is 
expenditure on and for war purpo.ses, but remarkably. Sir, the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister, wiio is undoubtedlv one of the .iblesl parliamentary 
debaters, sidetracked that imiiortanl (luestion and bad nothing to sa\ upon 
that. He simply with his frankness smd that the Bill is a mone> Bill. 
Moiu\> is wanted and to that extent his trunkness was appreciated, but the 
House demauded greater and more needed frankness us to what was the 
urgency for and what actually was the (iovernment s jmsition in relation 
to war expenditure. If the Hon ’hie Finance Minister has thought fit to 
refer to the urgency, if was onl> fair and projier that at least m his 
introtluctory speech he ought to have reterred to the nature of the 
urgeiu\> , but since he is silent on that point, we must he left to draw our 
own inferent'es. 

Sir, this urgency uia\ be of two kinds — urgency purely within the 
provincial sphere for tin' day to da\ utlniinistratit»n of the Government as 
Kuch and urgeui'y with regard to the situation arising out of the imiiosition 
of the W’ar burden upon the exchequer of this province. So far a.s the 
urgency in relation to the internal condition of the province is concerned, 
even there the Hon'ble Finance Minister has not taken this House into 
confidence. 1 believe it is not his case that extra expenditure necessitated 
by tile abnormal conditions within the province is also one of the reasons 
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for the imposition ot this tax. He mi^lit sa> that the famine conditions 
and other abn(»rnial economic factors liave created an uplieaval within the 
province so much so that additional taxation is necessary. Well, Sir, this 
is not the time nor the occasion to criticise and comment upon what 
(Tovernment did or what (ioverinntuit failed to do in connection with the 
famine conditions as such. The a]>propriate time and occasion probably 
will be in connection with the budjret discussions which are foriheominp:. 
But. Sir, in [lassin^ we may make mention of the fact that Government 
failed to upjireciate the* urjrenc> of the famine conditions in due lime and 
by a policy cd drift and by a pcdicx of wi.shfvil thinkinjr what they did by 
wa\ of expenditure was nothintr but sheei waste of a laiye expenditure. 
What could have been dom* In one rupee in proper time has been done only 
to a frac'tion by Us. 10(1 at a later stajre 

Now, Sir, with n‘^rard to tlie (juesti«>n of (he burdcMi imjmsed upon flu* 
jirovincial excheciuer in relation io war cmiditiotis 1 think the implications 
are veiy and icMpiirc* propel clarification at the proper stajre. W'e 

want to know from the (lovconment as to whether th(‘ I’rovincial Govcuti- 
inent is a liel])h>ss machine, a toed in the hancK cd the superior iiowers and 
that tlu'\ are- liound to can n on c*xpc*ndituie which will bc‘ dictatt‘d b\ the 
hi^rhei ))oweis It that is the position. 1 do not think thc‘ Finance 
Ministci ou^dit to hesitate to la\ the caids on the table because we know 

vei\\ well that a> iv subject nation e can be forced and Heectnl. Hut if w<‘ 

cannot resist such forciii}; and such HiuauUK. "c can at b'ast tell tin* powers 
tliat he that i) we have ^ol to pa\ b\ force w i* have ^ot to be told that we 
are hein^- imeed It one thin^^ l(* be com]>eib‘d to pa\ out of heljilessness 
and It Is another tiling to have to pa\ as if we are pa\’in^^ for the imjirove- 
ineiit ot the pioNima*. In this connei’tnm I expect tin* Hon’ble Finance 
Mini-tei to tell Us as U) what ne^oit lat loiis he had md only with the Fentral 
rJo\einnient hut also with the mihtaiv autlnoitn's. We are told that 

Ben^ml at least a part (d Hen)jal is undei militar\ ( (unmaiid. U e want 

to }ia\e an au(hontati\e pi onouncement 1>\ the (iovernment (d the day and 
W(* want It forthwith We also want to know what were the ne}r„t lat ions 
lietwei*!! tills (JoNernment and the ('enti*al (foveinment on the one hand and 
this (io\ernment and the militarv authorities on the otin*!. Sit. war 
pomlitions ha\e undoubtedly invrdved a g^icat deal <d expenditure, but we 
do not know wliv the Americans ami the Hiitisheis and the other active 
partners in the allied jiowers aie unable to meet (hi* cost (d war Sir, 
aeroplune.s <iveihead are flviii}; fi om morning'' till midnij.?^ht and we poor 
people at the bottom, we have g’ot to j)uy the last drop of our blood. H 
our blood is to be taken, we have a rijifht to know wh\ and for what joirpoHeM 
our blood is beinpr taken and who are the powers win* are coin pel hn^f uh to 
yive our blood. Sir, in this view of fliinj^s we are appriuachinjif this taxa- 
tion measure wdtli feelings of diffidence and nervousness. 1 he Hon ble the 
Finaiii'e Minister wdio is a master of phrases has then ‘^aid (hat they 
conaider that it i.s equitable to iiripo.se such a tax. What is the eijuityl^ Is 
it the urgency for additional expenditure ? Is that the tm]> equif> or tliere 
is some other equity which he can explain before this House? Sir, the 
Agricultural Income-tax has it.s equity and our conception of that equity 
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is (lifFerent from the conception of equity of the Government which is nothing 
but urgency. ‘Sir* we on this side of the House, ever since 1937, have 
pressed for the abolition of the zemindari system and we have been 
unanimous and insistent that all rent- receiving interests above the actual 
producer must be absorbed by the Government for the State. When the 
Kloud (’ominission came, the position was far from satisfactory, but still 
we welcomed them. We did welcome this approach to the question at least 
as something, and when the Floud Commission declared that landlordism 
as such must be abolished, and when they recommended Agricultural 
Jncome-tax as a trausibiry measure, w’e did welcome that in our heart of 
hearts. We did welcome that, because it was recognised officially and 
authoritatively that landlordism is a worn-out systcun. We did welcome 
Agricultural Income-tax, because it was a step tow^ards its abolition. May 
1 ask the Jlon’ble Minister anti through him the Government and through 
him also tlie larger party which is supporting the (rovernment of the tlay 
in all humility as to w’hetber the pr(‘sent income-tax is a step toward.s the 
desired objectivt* of getting the ztmindari system alndislied or wlu'tlu^r it 
IS merely ont‘ ot tin* revenue-grabbing measurt‘s us we su>i)(*ct that it is^ 

Sir, you know that this qu(*stion was agitating the exjierts of the 
province for some time and the\ were unaninlou'^ that whatever would be 
reeeived as the outturn of tin* Agricultural Income-tax a^* recomimmded by 
tht‘ hloud (’ommission w’ould be spent excluMV(dy and s(del\ for the benefit 
of agriculture and agricultural piojects May we know. Sir. what ])r(»)(‘cts 
this Government of the da,\ have in tln*ir minds while th(*\ have ajiplied 
themselves to tlie (pK'stion ot imposing Agncultniiil I iicomt‘-ta\ I'' It they 
have none, then they have our eiiises; and it th(*y have really an> su(*h 
project, they have our blessings. Sir, it has been stat(‘d by spi'akcTs 
preceding and it also a]»peais ironi various amemlmenls tbat have been 
tabled that there is an insistent desire that the (uitturn of this taxatnin 
measure should be kept earmarked for the improvement of agriculture. I 
want to know’ from any member of tlie ('oalition Party supporting the 
(Government w'hetber any of them iliffer from this s]urit and tins concejition 
of tlie Agricultural liie<»iue-tux. I lan challenge. I know tliem, I know’ 
most of them and 1 know their sense of resjioiisibility . I am throwing out 
this challenge to Government that no member of the (’oalition Party has 
u different view in this mutter. 

Sir. the only eijuity is that the Agricultural Income-tax should be kept 
either as a single fund for the purchase of lands in future and in the meun- 
tiine to be earmarked for expenditure on agricultural projects as such. 

Sir, my friend Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Ghoudhury in his maiden 
speech has struck a very real note when he said that there is some danger 
that the present taxation measure will also retard the agriculturists in the 
matter of production of food crop. Sir, today the greatest pix>blein, the 
problem of problems is the shortage of food and when yesterday members 
opposite pointed out the situation in that respect. Government had no reply 
to g've on this matter; that is to say, the increased jute acreage i« going 
to dislodge food from the province and this increased burden of taxaiioft 
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upon the produce of agriculture also is going to have a similar effect. 1 
hope the Hon'ble the Finance Minister will take stock of the position and 
give his considered and wise replies on these points. 

Sir, we are passing through a crisis — a cri.sis deeper and darker ahead. 
War will come to an en<l sooner or later, we ho]>e sooner than later, hut 
immediately after the war we shall he facing a great prohlem arising out 
of post-war reconstruction and the finances of the jirovince w’ill have to he 
studied carefully. Agricultural Income-tax is certainly a valuahle source 
of getting revenues for nation-huihiing purposes. The last drop of energy 
of the masses should be kept in reservt* for post-war rei-onstruction. Since 
we had no loition-hiiilding tlepartment, since (lovernment is busy colh*cting 
revenues, 1 submit that it the\ do not earmark this money for th<‘ improve- 
ment of agriciiltun* at least in view of the jMist-war prohlem. this taxation 
measiiK* instead of being a blessing will l»e a curse, ht'caiisf this will amount 
to shedding the last drop oi blood ot thi‘ masst‘s 

Sir, with these tew wonU. I comiiMMid the motion toi the aeeeptann* of 
the House. 

Maharajadhiraja UDAY CHAND MAHTAB Bahadur, of Burdwan: 

Mr, S}M‘aker. Sir. it is \ery strange that (iovtunmont havi* not set t*\j)laim‘d 
tin* implication oi then polic\ with regard to the imposition oj a tax on 
agricultural income. The Kinanci* Ministei has simpK haipcd on the 
theme tliat (iovernment want rc‘veiiues t<» make up the large* gap helwa-eii 
jM'OMiicial it*(eipts and [uovincial e*\penses. 'rin*\ sa\ that tin* e\p«*nses 
liaNe gone lK‘\ond limits owing to unl<*rseen conditions of ihe wai and as 
such the\ would iiii)a»sc a tax on .igncultuial income. Such a thoughth‘ss 
attitude meiits serious cemdemnat ion It is foi the hinance* Mniist<*r to fiinl 
out how the soaring e\}>enses c.in he conlndled ainl how to find out new 
revenues witli the minimum ed elamage to the give*n comlilions of socu*ty. 
In an abnormal coinlitifui brought about i»y the war the ( i<ivernment is 
entitled only to pla> with the sur])lus purchasing jmiwci create*d artificially 
by the exigencies of the wai . Hut instead of seeking to divert the suitdus 
purchasing jiower brought about mainly by inflation the (rovernnient havi* 
come forward with a measure to tax income from ugrirulture which forms 
the fundamental industry in tlie province, knowing full well that the real 
incomes of the rent-receiving community have gone down terrifically in 
view of the fact that their incomes are inelastic wliercas their cost of living 
has risen ahnoriiially. It marks a definite deviation from tin* canons of 
sound public finance hut in an ahnornial condition of war a comiriiinity 
whose purchasing power has gone down in u pronounced manner is singled 
out for taxation. 1 record my opposition to such a thoughtless jiolicy of 
taxation when it is brought about in the midst of over-]K)wering famine 
conditions. The Select (kmiinittee have accentuated the unsatisfactory 
nature of the measure by drawing out a sharp line of distinction between 
agricultural income from rent or revenue and agricultural income from 
agriculture. It roundly means that the reut-n^ceiving community whose 
incomes are inelastic in effect pay more taxes whereas agrirulturist families 
Mrrying on agriculture with the aid of hired labour but enjoying all ihe 
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advanta^fes of inflation will be treated liberally. In a taxing statute the 
importation of such discriminating policy is unheard of, the more so when 
the income traceable to the war time inflation is least aftected. Still we 
are hcriously told that this taxation measure is more in the nature of an 
anti-inflatory move on the part of Government. It is indeed strange that 
the Government of Bengal have accepted this untenable position. The 
Government of Bengal maintain that this is a war measure, but they do not 
pursue thc^ logic by making it a temporary one. If it is meant to stabilise 
the finances of the Provincial Government owing to war conditions the 
measure should be exiiressly limited to a definite period. Sir, am I to 
umlersiand that the labours of the Flood Commi.ssion on which a great 
amount f)f public money was invested have all run to waste? The Com- 
mission recommended a tax on agricultural income as a transitional measure 
until the public aciiuisition of zt mtudu rus is undertaken and suggested it 
as a permanent measure f)nly when the ])olicy of State purchase is abandoned 
for financial or other reasons. Those with landed interests are entitled to 
know from the Government of Bengal where they stand in respect of the 
purchase (juestion when the tux on agricultural income is being imposed as 
a permanent measure. We call for a declaration from the Government of 
Bengal if the recomimmdations of the Flood Commission are to be treated 
as s(!rajis of jiaper or if the present measure is to be taken as a move to 
depress the values of zmandant s at the time oi adopting a pidicv of 
pundiase. The la‘gislature has perfe< t right to know tlie implications of 
the iiieasuri* and I trust that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will disclose liis 
predatory intentions if aii\. 

Sir, with th(*s«* words I su])port the motion for H‘comniittal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sn, on jirinciple I cannot opjxise a 
measure like this. 1 know that a tax on income is an eijiutable tax, if 
industrial and other incomes are liabli* to taxation theie is no leason w h\ 
agricultural income should not be so, but the leal (juestion that ha> got 
to be (MMisidered in this connection is this. What is tlie occa.sioii tlial calls 
lor a measure like this at this stage? The llon'ble Finance Minister has 
.suggest«*d that his budget has got to be balanced Do I hear him say 
“no”? He may say no, but nuiding between the lines one can see that his 
budget has got to be balanced and thereiore he has brought forward this 
measure before this House. Now. the question is what have disturbed 
his budget? Unforeseen circunistances arising out of the war. The 
question that 1 put betore the House is this. Are we to pay because of the 
war that has beer *brust on us? The House knows and you know. Sir, 
that my ]UMqde were not even consulted before the declaration of war. My 
people were not a party to the declaration of war. When the leaders of 
my people demanded that the people ought to have been consulted, when 
they demanded that the Government must declare their war aims, they got 
a flat refusal. Messrs, Winston Uhurchill. Amery and (umpuny have said 
im-'V things regarding war aims, but nowhere have they made it definitely 
cdear that this war i^ really war the Indian people and that India 
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will have its legitimate share, its legitimate place in the future recohstruc- 
tion of the world after the war. Therefore, if it is said that this measure, 
this tax is necessary to balance the budget which has been disturbed by 
the war the people cannot be asked to pay for the extravagances created 
by circumstances for which they are not responsible. Then, Sir, we have seen 
during the past few months the province had been in the grip of a terrible 
famine. People have died like fleas and we know that people died because 
of circumstances arising out of the war. My Hon’ble friend Mr. Gladding 
speaking in the last session of the Assembly admitted that this famine waa 
primarily a war-made famine. If it is true, as we know it is, His Majesty’s 
Government and for the mutter of that the Allied nations ought to have 
come forward to the aid of starving millions of Bengal. They have not 
done that. On the floor of the House we said more than once that Bengal 
ought to be declared a famine urea. AVe said that appeals should be made to 
His Majesty’s Government and to the Allied nations to come to Bengal’s 
aid. Aid was not coming forth. Bengal’s people were left to die like 
fleas. Bengal was not saved. If Bengal was not saved, if in time of 
Bengal’s dire distress the Allied nations did not come forward with help 
Bengal should not be asked to pay to balance the budget which has been 
disturbed by their war. 

Then. Sir. regarding future, we are told that in God’s good time Bengal 
will have its legitimate place in the world reconstruction, but events today 
show that Bengal <»r for the matter of that India wull be totally ignored in 
the future reconstruction of the world. If that is Bengal’s plight today, 
and if that is Bengal’s plight in future, Bengal must not be asked to pay 
to balance the budget that has been disturbed by the war. Then, Sit, if 
money he rpall\ neeessarv for Bengal today, there are other ways and means 
for finding nione> . Kcononiy may be practised by making substantial cuts 
in the high salaries of the heaven-born services, ly<‘t the G<»vernment of 
Bengal make a representation to His Majesty’s Government that Civil 
Servants must forego substantial part of their salary. There are other 
ways also, Sir, for ('fleeting economy, and before trying those means to meet 
the deficit it is not becoming of the Government to ask the suffering and 
starving people to balance the budget. 

With these words, Sir, 1 accord my wholehearted support to the motion 
moved by niy honourable friend Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when I addressed the 
House on the motion for reference to Select Committee 1 said that we on 
these benches apjiroved the principle of an Agricultural Income-tax for 
this province. I emphasized that we approved the principle, but I 
indicated at the same time that we were ver\ concerned at the form of the 
Bill itself and I expressed great hope that we should see irnprovementH from 
the Select Committee. 

Now, Sir, a reference to the Select Committee report indicates that very 
numerous revisions have Ijeen made riuuse.H have been entiiely rewritten; 
other clauses have been altered and clauses, some of which are vital. to the 
interests which we represent, have been omitted. However, 1 do not 
24 
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consider that the Bill has been so altered that it cannot be put right in the 
House and therefore I do not support the motions for recommittal. We 
have no desire to embarrass Government by delaying introduction of this 
tax provided the Bill is put into a proper form. 

Now, Sir, the main burden of our objection is briefly indicated in the 
dissenting minute w'hich I signed attached to the Select Committee report. 
We feel that the Bill, as it has emerged from the Select Committee, is an 
unbalanced and inequitable measure. We here only ask for fair and 
rational legislation in taxation, and I may .say quite frankly that had the 
Bill followed the scheme of the Indian Income-tax Act, we here could have 
given Government our full support. 

Now, Sir, briefly the objections of our Groiij) to the amendments con- 
tained in the Select Committee report may be summarised in tins wav. 
C/n the ofie hand extra privileges are grunted to certain sections of the tax- 
payer and on the other hand additional burdens are cast 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 rise on a point of order, Sir. 
After opposing the motion for recommittal, is it relevant at this stage for 
the honourable member to refer to matters relating to })rovisions contained 
in the fliirr' He has opposed this motion and after having ojiposed the 
motion Mr. Hodge at this stage is not relevant when he refers to certain 
provisions of the Bill w’hich in his opinion are not ]>ro})er. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think he is perfectly within his right, and that is no 
point of order. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: I w’as going to say, when I was inter- 
rupted — 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I think, Sir, Mr. Datta is 
quite right in raising a point of order 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
When a point of order has already been disposed of by you, Sir, as being 
no point of order, is the honourable member in order to question your 
ruling? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I rise on a point of order, 
Sir, apart from the point of order raised by Mr. Datta 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, j^ou began by 
saying that Mr. Datta is perfectly right after 1 have said that there is 
nothing in Mr. Datta\s point of order. That you cannot do. If you want 
to raise another point of order, I am prepared to allow you but, please, do 
not begin in that way. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Datta raised a point of 
order, but I am not raising a point of order on the very same ground on 
wL'rh the point of order of Mr. Datta was raised. Mine is altogether on 
a different ground. 
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Mr. Rowan Hodge lias admitted in his speech that the Bill has not been 
so considerably changed in the Select Committee that he should go against 
the report of the Select Committee but he is definitely of opinion that the 
alterations that have been effected by the Select Committee, although they 
are far-reaching and although they have rendered the Bill unbalanced in 
his view, yet they can be changed by amendments in this House. If so, why 
should he waste the time of the Assembly? On the other hand he should 
ullow^ this motion to be quickly dispo.sed of so that he may have the opportunity 
of dealing with the amendments which concern him when we come to the 
consideration of the Bill, clause by clause. Now my point of or(h*r is, after 
he has admitted that the provisions of the Bill cun be clmngcd at the 
consideration stage and after he has admitted that the Bill has not been 
so changed as to be recommitted to the Select (\>n\mittec, why should he 
go on with a speech dealing with the provisions made in tin* Hill whicli 
are considered objectionable by him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our ])oint ot order is this that be should not at tllrK 
stage be ]»ermittcd to enter into details about the provisicuis of tlie .Bill. 

1 tliink that is periectly right. Hr. Hodge, yem need not at this stage 
enter into details but you can simply say that there are sonn‘ jirovisions t(» 
which you object and tlicsc \ou cun in one or two words i)luc(‘ Indore the 
House. That would be quite in order. ^ 

Mr, H. ROWAN HODGE: In my submission I have not referred to 
details. 1 have only been giving some indieations of our objections to some 
of the j)ro visions in the Bill. At the sume tiim* I am supporting the motion 
for consideration. * 

Sir, I have already referrcnl to (|Uestions of privileges and other (jue.sfioris 
of casting additional burdens. Briefly, the privileges are that the lower 
level of taxation has been raised : eomplete exemption has been granted b) 
agriculturists having sixty highas of laud and other agriculturists are to 
be allowed a deduction of ’>0 per cent, before assessincuit. Now, Mir, we 
here do not quarrel with the principle of alU>wing some latitude* to the 
poorer tax-payer, but we do quarrel with the pririciide that the Bill recom- 
mends on the other hand casting additional burdens on certain sectiems of 
the tax-payer.'^. Now, Sir, those may be briefly referred tc» as provisions 
relating to collection cliargc.s of zemin/hir]i which an* not to allow the full 
expenditure incurred, and to tlie scheme of the Bill under which arrears 
of rent and other agricultural income may be charged to lax, thereby 
giving retrospective effect to the Act and at the same lime not allowing full 
allowances. Again, on an important question about the treatment in the 
Bill of refunds to share-holders, partners and inernberH of assor iations tlie 
Bill seeks in the first place to emulate the scheme of the Indian Income- 
tax Act by the sy.stem of collection of taxes at the source. Under that 
scheme the tax collected is at the highest possible rate and until adjust- 
ments are made by way of refunds the revenue is overpaid at the expense 
of the tax-payer. On the face of it the Bill proposes to give refunds but 
when we examine the clause we find that they are to be restricted. The 
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INMMilt i» that tboM MctioiiA of the tax-payers are to be charged at rates 
which are higher than the ratee which are mentioned in the Schedule. The 
only reason for this apparent discrimination appears to be a Tiew held in 
•ome quarters, that those sections of the tax-payers can afford to pay more; 
but why? 

Now, Sir, the most important clauses, so far as the interests of the party 
I represent is concerned, are the clauses dealing with what is known as 
reciprocal relief. Those clauses have been omitted from the Bill in the 
Select Committee and I cannot help feeling that the implications of those 
clauses are not fully understood. I do not propose to discuss the details 
of those clauses but merely to point out that the introduction of those 
clauses in the Bill would not mean the Bengal Treasury giving up one pie 
in refunds on existing rates of taxation but the introduction of those 
clauses 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hodge, you are opposing reference to Select 
Cbmmittee and you are practically speaking in favour of it. You had 
batter not speak now but speak at a later stage. 

Mr. A. F. STARK; He is speaking on the motion for consideration. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI* It is an introductory speech 
to certain of his amendments which will come later. 

Mr. tPEAKERi It is better, Mr. Hodge, that you state these things 
lor consideration at the proper time. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We can fully iiudf^rstuud Mr. Hodge 
ia torn lietween two masters. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HOOCE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 particularly want to 
make it clear to Oovernment that our attitude to the Bill will depend upon 
the amendments which will be made in the House and we regard these 
clauses of the utmost importance. After the Bill is passed through the 
clauses stage w'e shall then <*onsider our attitude to the Bill. 

Now, Sir, 1 have said that we recognise the need for additional finance 
in this province. (Dr. Nalinaksha S.\NyAL: For war purposes.) We 
know that that has been to some extent caused by war expenditure. On 
Thursday, the 4th February, during the debate on the Sales Tax an 
honourable niemher frtmi the official Congress benches in his speech said: 
“Sir, standing here I run say on behalf of my party that we have no 
ayinpathy with the war efforts and therefore we cannot give our support to 
HUch a Bill, hut if as a matter of fact the Briti.sh (iovernmeut declares that 
the people of India have got sympathy with war efforts, there is no reason 
why this Bill should not be circulated 'for eliciting public opinion treating 
it as a w'ur taxation.'* 

Lat-er he says: ”lt is a war for the perpetuation of their Empire. It 
is not a war fur the liberation of India and as it is not a war for the libera- 
tion of India we shall not pay a single pie for the war efforts.*' 
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Now, Sir, when it is remembered that men of the United Nations 
including Indians are today laying down their lives that Bengal and indeed 
India shall not suffer the fate of Burma, these observations do indeed 
reveal to the world that Congress has undergone no change of heart. 

Sir, I support the motion for consideration. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : ’TRtTI, 

Select Committeecs wm cir 

^ Ft^ 

C*fC^ 'af tr3 (?m ^ ^ 3r?R TOrfl^r l fiRl Select Committees 

Reortoq rni I Floud Commiaeion 

Reportij :mT tr«fi Sfei frjhi wa 

^ tf’^1 Mil 

(T(US ^ I — -51^ 4^ apftHifl tfB 

<?r3^ (TTNM I ^3^ 

'Q?PSit ^iR 4^' ^5tt*r5 ^*-1"^ ’Htit WH 

W\!p>/a 4^t ^ T^5 

CTSiii ^ 4^ (?i #n ?i«fi ^ ^ cM^'-ti TOfcsR » tw 

^Sft^ ^Tf|T Floud Commi88ion411 

'-witrsTH c?R I ^ 9^ ♦f^rsT 

w.-j ^ 5iM. wfamit 

tf«fi ^1 fFTUf! ^ ^mn >m?R i ^ 

wnr ^ c'fc^ (?T ^-nr itr 4^ ^ ctr fW-r 

C®” CiiTl ^j!?, 4^1ii W^Ftt tpllItSR 4^ 

I tfM ^1 fcrTt^T <yrrjm ^ ai^T 

TOT f% ^ 4?‘i?f^ T?T 31=3 5^5 tCJ I 

Tins c^ 4=^: ^fira 

^ I 5I5R ^ 3mRR c'^tm nfi r 

4^ I ^ rCF5? (?1 4^ 

wfir^nf! Sfkii ^ Tc^ ftnn FR^^t &^3^iw ff%\ Ft^k*nr 

OT^-aciR?^ T-RfI^ W^ ^T5 ^ FT.^ ’3’5WM 4^ Wt^R3R 

^c^rfF^p ttM I wtft ^^.*3 Ft^ 3rfi^j ^5^ 45f^f«»7.T ^t'^n r^ritw 

»TiRP vtf%cf3 3^xTr.F3T TRTf*n:^ <t:^ c«^(.^ 5 r*i^ i 

^«T1 TU 4^ Kt^ FtS^T f4TR 57,^ s^firP 

41^^ 4tFRR w^ ^trr.iT ^rjsRS#! 4\f^ frnr fewc*R trw^ I 

Tfr Tsp Tn 4^ fem Pxij TPR f%w?:=R 3R ^ AgontTi cnm 

^ Fl^ wiTf^sR or ’pr® Ft^ wcM'^n TtTt:^ 4^* 

talicm control (Tit -pfFl 3im FtsfRm =cmi ¥11 HTO 4^^ 4t 



GOVEENMENT BILL. 


[10th Feb., 


MS 

^ ^ ^ ^ iUVs f^rrwm <^37W? 

iRT ^mi ^ ^ I (P^ Select Committeec^ 

v ft to ^*rfr5 ^ 

’rsivi''^T ^ I 

Rai HARENORA HATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, I liad no inten- 
tion to take part at this stage of the debate on the Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill, because I was a member of the Select Committee and I thought in all 
propriety 1 should not speak either for the recommittal motion or against 
it. But, Sir, after having heard Mr. Rowan Hodge speak on this Bill I 
am tempted to put in certain remarks. 

Mr. Hodge was a member of the Select Committee. He had his full 
say in the Select Committee; he had the fullest opportunity to place his 
views before the Committee and to persuade it to accept his views. Still, 
Sir, he comes forward to announce that he has serious grievances against 
the Bill as it has emerged from the Select Committee. And, Sir, he has 
further announced the views of the European Group on this Bill. He has 
observed that his Group is all for the imposition of Agricultural Income- 
tax, but— and that is a very big “but” — if the Bill is improved to the 
liking of the European Group by this House. Only in that case the fullest 
support of the party will be available. 

Mr. C. W. MILES: On a point of order, Sir. I would wish to say that 
the honourable member did not make that statement correctly. The 
European Group reserved judgment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is no point of order. That is a 
personal explanation. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, Mr. Rowan Hodge clearly 
stated that he was supporting the motion for the consideration of the Bill 
and he also }>oinied out that the European Group supported the proposal 
for further taxation to meet expenses necessary for war purposes and 
arising out of the war conditions. We therefore realise, Sir, tliat the 
European Group stands for further taxation for financing those measures 
which have be^ui taken for the purposes of war, yet, it will withhold its 
support from the Bill if the Bill is not amended to their liking. But, Sir, 
it is not proper, aiccording to Mr. Rowan Hodge, for the Congress to say 
that they do not support this Bill and that not only because expenditure 
due to the war should be financed otherwise, but also having regard to the 
present conditions of the country. It is no matter of concern to Mr. Hodge 
and his group that the province is passing through famine condition.s. It 
is n serious matter to him and his group if only reliefs are not given to 
those who enjoy incomes in the United Kingdom. If only those provisions 
which will go to relieve those who enjoy incomes in the United Kingdom 
are not reinstated then their loyalty to the cause, their anxiety to finance 
tht. schemes which are necessitated by the war, w*ill evaporate. They are 
prepared to support the Bill only if the reliefs which they are bent upon 
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gecmriBg are available to them. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Opposi- 
tion benches.) This is, Sir, the loyalty of the European Group to the cause 
of the war effort. Everybody in this world. Sir. is primarily loyal to his 
own interest and the European Group is also loyal first to its own interest 
and then to the war. But so far as we are concerned we are passing through 
famine conditions. Therefore, it was legitimately said that in this condi- 
tion of the country we could not favour such a large measure of taxation. 
Which is the more reasonable proposition— the proposition that is urged in 
the interests of a group or the proposition that is urged iii the interests of 
the province and of the country? I ask the whole Assembly to consider 
that. (Applau.se from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Mr. Speaker. Sir, the deficit of the 
Bengal Government, as 1 understand, for the current year is about Rs t 
crores and a half. We should also hear in mind in this connection that 
thev are likelv to he iiidehtcd to tlie Government of India to the extent of 
Rs’ 14 crores at the end of the financial year. These figures we have got 
from the statement and speeches of the lloii’lde the Finance Munster, 
Mr. T. r. Goswami. The Bengal Ministers have not only rendered the 
Bengal people destitute hut they have also rendered the Bengal 
meat bankrupt by their bungling and by playing ducks and drakes with 
public monev at their disposal. 1 therefore understand that the object of 
fntroduciiig the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax B.B, 194d in the AaacmWy 
is to trv and meet the afore.said huge amount of deficit of the Beng 
Government. The Bengal Mini.sters are so very meek and docile and 
therefore puppet in the hands of the Oentral Government that they have 
no voice there and cannot persuade the Government at the Centre to meet 
the deficit in any other way than by new taxation ; otherwise they cou d 
induce the Centre to give financial assistance to fill the gap and could 
really realise it. 

As 1 understand, the Bengal Government were granted a huge amount 
of loan this rear from the Centre only on the condition that they woiilcl 
introduce this new taxation measure to mc-et the deficit. So we are of 
opinion that they have no other alternative but to proce... with this perni- 
cious Bill of far-rc'aching cdiaracter simply to maintain their ff'idi, throw- 
ing into dust the best interests of the country They are so '<■;>' 
capped. What a Jiity 1 As the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill sc-c-ks 
to impose income-tax on agricultural income derived ‘ ^ 

and rent, we may better call this measure in short ‘Ihe Bengal 1 addy 
Tax or the Bengal Plough Tax". Paddy is the only property «f the agri- 
culturists. Thev live on the husked paddy and they sell it to proc ure other 
necessaries of dailv life with the proceeds thereof. This article is going to 
be taxed under the regime of this so-called Pakistan Ministry. 1 do not 
know how long thev will remain in power to bring alwut the breakdown of 
the economic structure of the country. Bengal is overhead and ears in 
taxes. This new income-tax will rather be on Ben(||l like a last straw on 
the camel’s hack. 
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Nobody feels for the poor agriculturists, nobody sympathises with the 
tad and humble lot of the poor, but everybody easily manages to forget them 
when they are in power and position by dint of their best efforts and 
energies. 

The poor agriculturists of Bengal have no means whatsoever to supply 
their children and members of their family with two meals a day even 
now. They ^ere so badly affected by the last- terrible famine. They had 
to sell w'hatever they had during the last economic, distress. They have 
been rendered destitutes. What a pity I They are going to be taxed 
again this year too with an income-tax as if it has no ending. 

When a country passes through accute distress and economic crisis the 
Government of the country should not proceed with a new Finance Bill to 
meet the deficit but should try to retrench the existing expenditure in all 
possible ways. 

As regards taxable limit, the Hon’ble Finance Minister may argue that 
as the taxable limit shown in the original Bill has been raised from 
Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 3,i)00 by the members of the Select Committee to which it 
was referred it will not affect the poor agriculturists. It seems to be .so on 
the face of it, but I regret to say, if we scrutinise the Rill, it will surely 
affect the poor, because even the poor agriculturists will be notified to 
submit returns of their agricultural income on the wrong assumption that 
they have gained income of Rs. 0,500 although they have really no such 
income. So they will be under the painful necessity to submit returns of 
their agricultural income or of their world agric'ujtural income. You all 
know agriculturists are generally illiterate and ignorant. They do not 
know how to keep accounts of their income because of their utter illiteracy 
and ignorance. But that will not help them. They will have to attend the 
Income-tax courts from time to time on call from their far oft' hearths and 
homes, and thereby they will have to incur a great deal of expense in 
coming and going. But in the result, they will be assessed because of their 
keeping no regular accounts, etc., of their income derived from agriculture, 
as we are sometimes treated in Income-tax courts under the Central 
Government. So you can well imagine that it will invariably affect the 
poorer sections as well. Besides this, 1 strongly believe that the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister reluctantly hud to raise the taxable limit but with a 
motive so that it may pass through with the lea.tt opposition by bis 
supporters. Members of the Ministerial Party are so very a(‘tuated by 
selfish motives and personal interests that they are being guided and goaded 
as the Ministers in their sweet will desire. But time will surel> come when 
they will be [>ut before an ordeal for trial. God is over bead with a sword 
of justi(’,e. No escape from His judgment. 

If the Bill be passed either by hook or by crook into an Act it will surely 
be like an act of playing a doze or a trick upon the supporters of the Govern* 
ment, because who knows that the selfsame shameless Finance Minister will 
not introduce an Agricultural Income-tax (Amendment) Bill to reduce the 
taxable limit from Rs^|^^,500 down to Rs. 1,500 or less if there is any deficit 
in tffte near future. I therefore oppose the Bill with all my might which 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


365 


1944.] 


I hat« at my command and 1 earnestly request all other honouiahle members 
to oppose the same in the similar way so that it may not see the light of day. 
"With these few words 1 support the motion for recommittal. 


5]. NARENDRA RATH DAS GUPTA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

'Jsrat? Select Committeec^ Ctf^'I TJl? ^ d TCTOf 'Otft 

(71^ ’TTIT ^ I ?pfR:: Sc%“fr lil ^ CT 

4'S’5tin TtT .il?" Wife >3^ fltn CT 

^ oFPi ’pr:=i i iBOT*n^ 'jtnsr >4^ fresra 

jptq'^t’FCe’l '*tpnii sr^s ettfrstr i 4 fTt«R ttw? 

’TsJ ^ I 'flT Scvti fMc-tiT >a- 
f%ci^ TOrc5 1 <4? frrsr? ’fft^onn w fbot vwcwa i5®fti ct tfi^ 

w?i TOirf — z/aoo\ i>m 'su'T’ft^ '*w *(tH- 

istsf ft3R c^fc^ ^ 1 CT »pr« 'pr t*r^ *111:5 f^nfs ftsr, 

it fHTC.5 5 7f5*n fro '3l51 5t5 ?I$l5t5 5T5n V5t5 I 555 

5rCB5, 1555 5151 415 5«l!.55 »CT l?Fl55r5 CTO 'Sl(.55^ 

<5715^ ^ yC5l Brf5<rtC551 ®1i:55 15151 1^5 51K55 f% 51^51^55 I C5«»t 
55 '51^ 51:55, 151C5 '5131 5lr5PF ^ i5ll?T5 C^lil 5C5 I '91:*™ 

45F1!1 C5 551 C5 '51551 51^' ifft 51 055 — 511515 W55t5 5F5^t*f5 %r!:51, 

4^ '511^5 C*!^ f5^ ^515 3r5T 51571 TOt® T ’5l5fr¥ 

5f5 ■5t«5'c5‘'5 51571 TTriS *1151155 C5 45 tfCSl^ *1551 757C55 5151 iTW .TtOf 
I5rff%5 WWT 5T5 751 ST.5 151 515 4^ 5fitr153 '51551 4*' wl5(,H5 5t5'7i51 ^5(1515 I 
'UfTH 7'trt;i 15151515 ^5’T5 C555155 55 CtlV — C5 5175 3MT |tT715 55715, 
(71 1571 5115117 C5tst1^Cl5^' 515 I 5lilI»r51C55 5^151 1351515 5ti’C5 C5115 1*10? I 
<5(5^ 7wm515‘1 4751 55ir5 515 51 (71 4 57 'ol3'i.5l^5 ^1 4 57 5f3 51515- 

5tfft5 57 5151, 5151^ 15155511^5 55 fe5 i'1151315 45 (7751 711^5 

555 515155 5lgT715l^t155 “C5l551 57 C5l5‘11 C75 7515 '5151155 55 51 1515 I ’ 
1555 C75 5flW 5 l i) | 3i|5 |3 47*11 5515 *115155 51 (.5 ‘'71551 15151155 55 ItIw I 
5 l 5 C3151155 ?Ci >31 nt 1515 1515 *115 1 ” 15 '5151'.1 '75551 I)orainioiisl7 fllTO 

15 71515 (sH^^ l ^ ll i ni 15515 ^'671 5155 5lgl7r515 15f*t1515l r7 * 5f5 15 7151H1 

15151 515 5f*1 ■5fi55'l5'^ 47*11 5515 *115151 15 4 57 515551^15 57 I 7:il!P1 
(roif|5 557 7551 515^ 5115 171® nS 51515 7ir57l15 *f57 515551^ 51155 
jpfs 7fe'-n»»i5 f5i5 5:gi5 7515 — ^‘fTs 71*11155 r57i5; 1 7-i'4'n iBnrfs^i 

*tl5*J5'l3115 515155 7*t: I»n5, Tfi- '3 ’1tf*n iTO 7r315 '3 71*115 •5515 tfe^ 517 
5;gl5 7515 I 5l5 S 155 l7 1*t1TO ®15551^''-H, f7 1*11TO 7'1'45 '( 515 SOT 

(5151 Rto, T5151 ^nll. 755SI15T 1557. 7175 71515 iUlWpf tT^fi 1715517 7151'.1115 
eftfell ®15®51^ 7l?t5®115 ZTm taK»5 517 57 7515 113 ^•15175 '75511 
(b| 5(M I' ^ 71^1515115 ^115175 *1151*1115 iflf^ 57 7515, ®1 ^157 6t5 51 I 15 W 
715 f7 f 595 5135 «H '451^117 '4l5l^ 51571551 5*515 — 4^ 715 1 «1515515 



GOVEENMENT BILL. 


[10th Feb., 


3ft6 

yw ( fi 'BR7 ql®f to i Wi voiro^rf^ 

qt®f ^toc^, TO^rtfTc^ I ^ ^5fiw <5 %7r^ ^ f% 

^ TO? ^ %?c^ ^ 'oi^^r^t? CTO to" ?ifi ?to? 
«RT ?c?? f^tnro ? cqc&? sf^ N5t?TO^ ^qfTOar 

'JTPrf^ ??'=f TO TO? (TO ^ froc^i ?^tcw^ TO ^sX?W ?fgtTOt? 

^ l ?y? c^? ^ c?^ c?^ c^rtTOP ^5TO <^TO, ^TOi^to TOf^ Pro 

TOC^l ^5tOT ^5TO CTO, TOpTO ^ TO TOt? 

?f?C^ TOC^ I TOC^S C?t? 4??t? TO"^" ?T^ TOtC^ I pRi ^ f% 

feqro, ^ f% pPT^ f??T6 Sto? c? ?:??nrQ c? ?t? ?t? c^Rics^ 

— “'SC^tl ^TOTOfr, 4 CTOtC^ ??fl” 'TOtTO TO PfI TOt^Tft 
STO? ?n:?, (7T 'il?^ TOTT I TOrw^ C? ?l^ ■nl‘jly?«<lOT (point- 
ing to the European group) Asaemblyci; C'^TO ?^^ (TTfel *^?l 

iTTO I ^ ??i ^TOTO^t? ??i ^ c? 'JS? ?^*cq? ?^n:^ (7T 

?f^f ^ t ij 'i »r? i cT? ?i^ qprqro, c? ?IM fqir 

^ ^ Ptcto? ^ ?c^ "ftro ?x? ?t^ — ?i <^1^ 

Ministry ^ftTO ?*?(:? pF ?1 C? <4 ??i TO I 'il?fTO S-S^ Px? I 

TOfT TO1TO Communist TOTO C?^:?! C? 'il TO TOtm I ^5tm 

TO TOt^ I “TO?n TO?n 5T^”— ?tC^ ^Pt, ^5t?l Pq CvTO 

TO^n ?w ; istv^ TO '^rfp ?i i TO"^ ? 9^fC‘R c? q^fV3 toc^, 
^ c^ qp^t?^?^ cTOi ?tr^ c? ?TO? ?iTO <tPrTO‘t TO^ ‘ii TOcto 

S^qpj I 'ii?* 'TOn Pp?^ 'q ^^rrotc^ tos ’srtfe? ?tC5 5tqt?t? ?7?n 

^ri? ^?n TOtm to i ^5ioic^, ^c?? to cto i3®t 

TO ?] ^ TO ; qPTO TOp 'ii?' '^c?? ^cTOr^ ?Tr^ tott? to 

^qi*t cbh TOTi 

Mr. 8YED MU8TACAW8AL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I whole- 
heartedly support the motion for the consideration of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill. 1 am surprised today to see that the progressive 
elements in this House are opposed to this taxation Bill, but they have 
come to this House with a different plea. Their view is that a Bill of this 
nature at a time when there is famine in the country will be detrimental 
to the interest of the people of thi.s province : moreover this Bill is aimed 
at aiding war purposes and no money has been set apart for agricultural 
improvement in the country. 

Mr. Speaker, a Bill of this nature has long been recommended by the 
Floud Commission, and this was the minimum demand contained in the 
recommendations of the Floud Commission. They also recommended the 
abolition of the Permanent Settlement, and if not, a measure of this type 
was recommended. And I am surprised today to see that the progressive 
elements in the country, especially the Congress, the Hindu Mahasabha 
and other sections of the people of this House and even the Krishak Praja 
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Party are opposed to this Bill on a flimsy ground tliat tlie Bill will not 
help the agriculturists and the agricultural improvement of the country, 
and it is purely with the purpose of obstructing the passage of the Bill 
that they want this Bill to be referred again to the Select Committee so 
that the Bill may not be passed this session and may be dropped 
automatically. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had sad experience during the time of the famine 
that for want of funds how people have suffered; for the expansion of the 
nation-building departments, for the improvement of agriculture and for 
helping the agriculturists and poorer s6*ction of the people money must l>e 
found out. and this Bill seeks to find out money from the big people. This 
Bill is not going to tax the poorer section of the agricultural people but it 
is only going to help them by taxing the ri<‘her people, the big agricul- 
turists and the zfiiiuuhirs, who can afford to pay the tax. Sir, 1 do not 
agree that this Bill is an unpopular Bill and will do great harm to the 
people of the country. 1 am surprised that a Bill of this nature is going 
to be opposed even by the Krishak J^raja Party on the j>lea that the money 
to be derived from this taxation will not be spent for the agricultural 
improventent of the country. Sir, 1 think if any clause in the Bill itself 
is found to be obnoxiou.s or detrimental to the interests of the people, that 
can be remedied by mutual agreements and 1 have no doubt that the 
Government will also agree to rectify any defe<’t that may be found at the 
time of consideration of the Bill. 

With these few observations, Sir, I support the consideration of tlie Bill 
and oppose the motion for recommittal of the Bill to the Select Committee. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: Sir, I admire tho 
frankness of the Hon’ble Minister in charge when he states in the Statement 
of Objects and Keasons that thi.s Bill has been introduced simply because 
additional revenue was urgently needed. 1 am sorry he could not advance 
any other argument for this unjust and inecjuitous impt)sition. Sir, it has 
been stated by the speaker just pre<-cding me that this Bill has been intro- 
duced in accordance with the recommendations of the Bev(*nue fhtinmissio!i. 
Is that a correct assertion? May 1 remind the House that the recommen- 
dation of the Revenue (h)mmission to introdin*e tax on agricultural iitcome 
was made as a transitory measure only if the fiovernment ultimately 
decided to purchase all the zcmindarivit of Bengal. Pn fortunately, the 
Hon'ble Minister has made no attenipt to make it clear in his fitateinent what 
the p{dicy of the present Government is with regard to the acfjuisition (»f the 
zenii 71 da rtes and if they are going to follow up the declaration made hy 
their predeces.sors in office. Then, -Sir, it seems that all the recommenda- 
tions of the Revenue Commission have not been given effect to. There is 
one very important recommendation and that is to grant the landholders 
better facility for collection. Unfortunately, the Government seems to be 
absolutely silent on that point. Sir, the landholders at the present moment 
are in a precariou-s position, all sorts of obstnietions being pui to their easy 
realisation of their dues. Their cost of collection has increased, and I 
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am sure this tax will be the last straw on {he earners back. 
Sir, are the fundamental principle of taxation is to tax those who are 
making the largest profit. But where is the increased income or increased 
profit which the landed interest is enjoying at the time? It is certainly 
not the rent-receivers. Their rents are fixed and if there are arrears it is 
only in that case that they will get more than their annual demand. The 
provision for the increase of rent with the increase of the price of paddy is 
no longer in operation. Under the circumstances there cannot be any 
justification for this class of legislation. 

Sir, it may be contended that this is a legislation to prevent inflation. 
1 am sure the result will show that it is not going to help to deflate the 
monitary position in any way. You are working on wrong data. You are 
not taking out the real surplus income. You are taxing the legitimate 
income of a class of people already hard hit by the inflation prevailing in 
the country. 

8ir, it has been said that the landholders under the Permanent Settlement 
are in an advantageous position. It is a misnomer to call it a Permanent 
Settlement because there is nothing permanent about it. Since the intro- 
duction of the Permanent Settlement there have been so many successive 
inroads on the rights of landholders, — fresh impositions have been made 
in the shape of Hoad cess, Education cess. Embankment rates. Drainage 
rates and things like that, — that you can hardly call it a Permanent 
Settlement. And you are now proposing to impose thi.s fresh taxation. 

It has been said that the landholders did not j)ay any income-tax so 
long, but the landholders paid revenues. That is a tax good enough. How 
would it look if I suggest that those who did not pay revenue should pay 
revenue. It would he equally unfair to suggest that because we did not 
pay any income-tax so long we should be made to pay it now. The Agri- 
cultural Income-tax is only an additional imposition in a new name. I 
can show from facts and figures that the total amount already paid by 
landholders in the shape of revenue and cesse.s, etc., is in certain cases 
more than the income-tax paid according to the Indian Income-tax Act by 
persons having the same total income. It is unfortunate that the land- 
owning community in this province is having a very unfair deal by legisla- 
tions one after another enacted against their interest. I am constrained 
to call it a process of slow poi.soning, a stabbing at the back. I would 
appeal to you to come forward w’ith a just and straight forward proposal 
and purchase the zemindarics outright by paying them a fair cash price. 
The zemiiidaries were purchased by the present landholders or their 
predecessors. You have no right to devaluate them by these processes and 
make it at the time of purchase by Government impossible to as.sess or to 
pay a fair compen.satiou. This is a clear case of expropriation contem- 
plated under section 21)9 of Government of India Act, 1935. I will give 
this warning to the present Government that by these successive legisla- 
tions affecting the Permanent Settlement they are violating the ^»acred 
given by the representatives of the British Government in India. 
The landholders were in a minority and their feeble voice remained unheard. 
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Here ill tliis House of 250 members, landholders are only hte in number. 

I do hope that the claim of the minority will receive special consideration 
from the Government. 

Sir, the money we require for war purposes is a legitimate charge on 
the Centre and I see no justification why money raised from agricultural 
income should be diverted for war requirements. One could have under- 
stood if the money was spent for agricultural purposes. But I am tefy 
sorry to find, Sir, that the Minister in charge is not inclined to give us that 
assurance and is not ear-marking it to be spent for either improvement of 
land or for the nation-building departments. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion for recommittal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is some difficulty. I thought that these three 
amendments together with the motion for consideration would be disposed 
of today. In the beginning I also thought that there would be dearth of 
speakers. In fact, I did not get many names; 1 got only one name and I 
hoped that there would be only one speech. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: It is due to the inflationery policy! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is another matter. Just now I 
have got intimation to the effect that the Leader of the Opposition also 
wants to speak. In these circumstances, I do not think I can allow any 
more speendies from any group. Moreover, I have got to rise today 
punctually at half past six. If the Leader of the Opposition can finish his 
speech within this sliort time, well and good. If he cannot do that, then 
I will allow only one speaker to speak for 7 minutes and adjourn the House 
till Monday when, 1 think, the Leader of the Opposition may speak. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, on behalf of Government I should like 
to register our protest that the delay which is involved in this procedure 
is not due to any fault of Government. Government business must he 
done and it is not due to their fault that speakers were not forthcoming in 
the beginning. Too much time has already been allowed to them to decide 
how many speakers would speak. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, it is the fault of nobody that 
this matter cannot be finished today. It is the fault of the seriousness of 
the question and the very important points that have been raised today 
This shows that there should be more contributions to the question at issue. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must make myself quite clear on this point. I 
would not have allowed anybody else to spe' ii there had nut been a 
request from the Leader of the Opposition who had attended the Assembly 
after a very serious illness. The Leader of the Opposition wants to make 
his first speech on this occasion. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, Government business is being hampered. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, onler. You have already lodged your protest. 
Whether Government business is being hampered or not, that is another 
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matter. So far as I am concerned I am doing my bit in this affair. In 
fact I did not like to say anything with regard to the way in which the 
business is being done. In the beginning on account of shortness of time 
I have not been able to go through the amendments. I have to go through 
them here and now, and if there is a mistake in this legislation, that will 
be a serious affair. That is why I will allow the Leader of the Opposition 
to make one speech in this House. There should not be any other speech 
on this point. Yes, Khan Bahadur. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of explanation, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER: No explanation is necessary. AVhll you kindly resume 
your seat? 1 do not want to hear any explanation at this stage. 

(A voice from the Opposition benches: Obey the Chair.) 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would like to say 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you sit down.^ I have already heard you and I 
have given my ruling. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN; On a point of order, Sir. What I w^ant to 
say is that this motion should not be disposed of, because the notice of 
amendment was not given in time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is no point of order. Yes, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by Khan Bahadur Haji Badi 
Ahmed Choudhury. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you will not take more than five minutes. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL; All right. Sir. 
The recommittal motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury is 
very simple, I find from the Report of the Select Committee that the 
majority of the members had submitted notes of dissent on some clause or 
other. So, it is clear that if w'e try to consider this Bill in the House as it 
is now it will take a lot of time. It is in the interests of the House, there- 
fore, that this Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee and we 
must allow the members of the Select Committee another opportunity so 
that they may come out with unanimous recommendations. 

Secondly, Sir, I say that this Bill is a very important one considering 
the time through which Bengal is passing today. The provisions of the 
Bill would certainly have been welcome, had the revenue derived from the 
tax been earmarked for purposes conducive to the interest of the cultivator. 
But we find, Sir, that if this Bill is passed, all the money, all the revenues 
derived from it would be spent otherwise. So, I think, Sir, that at this 
moment this Bill should not be considered and if it is considered it must be 
declared here and now by Government that the revenue would be spent 
excL'nively in the interests of the cultivator. I know that the members 
supporting Government also agree with me that at the present moment the 
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cultivator should not be taxed auj' iurtber. Why should the cultivator he 
compelled to pay this tax? They are not getting education, they are not 
getting medicines, they are not getting clothings, they are not getting food. 
I submit, Sir, that at the present moment the cost of culfivatioii has gone 
up abnormally and under these circumstances if they are taxed further I 
am sure Bengal will be turned into a graveyard. I warn Cjovernment that 
they must think twice before they come forward to consider this Bill in this 
session. I do not think that the interests of the zemindars will in any 
way be jeopardised, because there are honourable gentlemen of the 
European Group. So long as they are there, the interests of tht‘ zemindars 
will be alwa\s safe, because Government will extend to them their support. 
As Government rely on their support they must frame the clauses accord- 
ing to the sweet will, of those gentlemen. So, 1 am sure the zemindars of 
Bengal need not be afraid of the <‘lauses of the Bill; their interests will not, 
ill any way, be jeopardised. I think that only the interests of the culti- 
vator.s will be jeopardised ami injureil by (he clauses of this Bill. So. I 
submit, Sir. that this Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee 
for re-examination. 

With these words, Sir, 1 support the motion for recommittal. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at p.m. till 4-45 ]).m. on Friday, 
the 11th February, 1944, at the Assembly House^ Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal LegUlatiee Asaembb^ aitenibled under 
the provision* of the Government of India Act, 193S 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 11th 
February, 1944 at 4-45 p.m. 

PratMiti 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Sthd Naushee Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon'ble Ministers and 178 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which dral Hniwet* wefe 

Family ailoaMHiw of aeoiirity prisonar Mr. SaohiiHlfa Nath Banerjaa. 

«7S. Mr. HARlFAOA OHATTOFABHYAY: {a) Is the Hon'ble Minis, 
ter in charjfe of the Home Department aware that — 

(t) Mr. Sachindra Nath Banerjee was arrested as a security prisoner on 
the 9th of September, 1942, and is now in Aliix>re Central Tail; 
(it) he was the sole eaminj;^ meml)er of a family i’onsi.stinp of his old 
father, old mother, three youn^rer brothers and a sister; 

(in) since his arrest his family is in distress; and 
(iv) he sent several petitions to the Additicmal Deputy Secretary, Home 
Department, Government of Beng^al, praying- for a family allow- 
ance? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (tv) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting him a suitable family allowance 
at an early date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin); (//) (i) Yes. 

(ii) My information is that the security prisoner prior to his arrest used 
to contribute lis.lO i>er month to the family consisting of eight members, 
(lu) The family has been in distress since before bis arrest. 

(ir) He has submitted one petition. 

(h) A family allowance of RsJO per month was originally granted to 
the prisoner from his date of arrest and this has subsequently been enhanced 
to 118.15 with effect from the Ist April, 1943. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on wTiat basis the sum of Rs. 15 has been arrived at? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The security prisoner w'as a clerk 
in Messrs. Ookul Chandra l>utt and Sons. He was supporting his family 
with only Rs. 10 and that was the reason why Rs. 10 w'as originally granted. 
Accv^rding to the liberal policy of the present Ministry it was enhanced to 
Rs. 15, i.e., by 50 per cent. ^ 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: How many persons in the family can 
be maintained on a libera] grant of Rs. 15 a month? 

Mr* SPEAKER: That qne.stion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state how many members that particular gentleman has got to maintain 
in his family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That has been iuentione<i in answer 
He has got (S membei> in his family. Ho was actually earning 
Rs. 10 a month and UvS 1 said as a ver\ special case Rs. 15 has bt‘en granted, 
for it is the (lovernment's policy not to grant any allowance which is more 
than what a person has been earning. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that though the income of the man in those days when he was arrested 
was Rs. ]() yet the income of this ver\ gentleman at the present time should 
have increased considerably ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not in the case of wage-earners. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Mini.sier be 
pleased to state whether wdiile tlie enquiry into his earning was made a 
statement of the jiri.soner as to his actual earning per month was taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I n vest igat ion has been made as to 
the actual earnings of this ju'isoner, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hoirhle Minister be 
plea'Sed to state whether a statement from this particular jirisoner was taken 
when investigation was made as to what he was earning.’^ 

* Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That wa.s not considered iit‘(H'ssary. 
He was a clerk in the employ of Messrs. Gokul Chandra Duit and Sons. 

Transfer of seourity prisoner Brojondra Das of Faridpur from Suri Jail. 

*79. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is the Hun ble 

Minister in charge ol the Home Depuitiiuuit aware of the fact that — 

(/) security ]>risoner Hrojendia ]):is of Farid jmi has been kept under 
observation in the Sun I ail T.H. Hospital; 

(ii) last skiagram taken by X’ray showed no signs oi infiltration in bis 
lungs ; 

(Hi) he is steady for a long time in his weight ; 

(ir) he is not rtmning any temiieratuie as well for a very long time; and 

(r) there i.s apprehension of fuither infection from other patients and 
surroundings if kept there any longer? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ bio Minister 
con.«ider the desirability of removing him to a safer ntmosphero for the safety 
af his life? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bfe Khwaja Sir 
Naiimuddin): The prisoner was transferred to the Suri Jail from Presidency 
on 6th January, 1946, for segregation and treatment. While at Suri, the 
25 
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prisoner had ii(» si^iis and symptoms of active tu\)erculosis. He was subse- 
quently retransferred to the Presidency Jail on the Ist March, 1943, at his 
own request. He w'as later sent back to the Jail at Faridpur, his home 
district. 

A fresh skiagi’am has been recently taken and the medical report confirms 
the fact that there are no symptonis of active tuberculosis. This skiagram, 
together with complete medical history, have Wen sent to the Jadabpur 
T.B. Hospital for their oj>inion and advice as to whether the jirisoner’s 
transfer to that hospital for treatment is necessary or advisable. 

Mr. HI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state the date when this skiagruiii together with conijilete medical history 
W'ere sent to the .ladavpur T. B. Hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will tlu- lIon'M.- Minister )>p plpiised 
to tell iiM wliellicr lip i.s yel in Fariilimr .Inili'' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I h ave mtuuioned, lie has h(*eii 
sent hack to Faridpur. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: K he no^^ in Faridpur Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: Hi* \\as sent to Faridpur Jail on 
the 7th May, 1943. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon hie Minister knem 

that he is still lodged in Furidpui Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. He was sent to 
Faridpur Jail as 1 said on Tth May, 1943. ^ 

Babu NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTI: 

Proaidency JaiM 

tSB Hospital^ ^ TXTO ? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: M ill the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether this prisoner was sent back to Faridpur at his own 
request or on the advice of the medical othcer? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: At his own recpiest. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon ble Minister aware that 
these constant transfers from one jail to another in the jiresent state of his 
health are injurious to him? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of medical opinion. 

Introduotioci at Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill. 

*80. Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: oD M'^ill the Hon'hle Mini.ster 
in (‘harge of the Revenue Deimrtmeiit he pleaded ti> state whether (jovernment 
intend to introduce any Noii-Agricultural Tenancy Bill in the ensuing 
sv "sion ? 
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(5) If the answei- to {a) is in the negative^ will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the i*ea 80 ii therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea) • {a ) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minisler be pleased 
to state whether the Bill will be taken up during this sessi»>n? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I hope so. 

Amount sanctioned and spent for gratuitous relief in Bankura up to Auguati 

1S43. 

^81. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: {ri) Will the Iloirble Minister in 
charge of the Hevenuo Department In* pleased to state — 

(i) the amount of gratuitous relief gi anted for the district of Bankura 
this year up to August last ; 

(ti) the amount si)ent during the |H*ri(Kl ; 

(m) the total numlH?r ot iieisons that received gratuitous relief; 

(ir) the amount given ]M*r head ]>er day; and 

( r) the iH'rcentage of na ipients in proi>ortion to the iK>i)ulati(>n ol the 
district ? 

(7>) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be jdeased to state — 

(i) the number (d deu-ths trom starvation during the })eritKl and up to 
4th Se\)tember; and 

{ii) the iiumln'r and tln^ lo< aliti(‘s of the deceas(*d coiu-eiinul ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) (t) HB.l,10dH)(). 

(ii) Over Us, 95, (Hid- 

(tn) Al>out 9,200 persons ilaily. 

(iv) Up to 15th July, 194d — 

Adults — 0 annas jier head. 

(children — annus jier head. 

From 10th July, 194d — 

Adults — 2 annas 0 pies imm* head. 

('hildren — 1 anna d pies {»er head. 

(r) Up to August last gratuitous reliet was distributed only in the Sadar 
subdivision, w'here the recipient.s were over 1 jier rent, of the population 
of that sulKli vision. 

(h) (?) No (leiith due to starvatifui was refxirted. Amongst street Is'ggars,. 
however, there were 24 deaths. 

(it) The deaths oci uried in Bankuia Town. As all the dead Ixslies were 
unelaimed,- details alKUit their plates of residenee could not lx* ascertained. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: ^ arr W 'TT gratuitous 

relief rvm ^ rnuf stC'TOW. dole f 
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The Hoii'Wo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 4 gratui- 
tous relief ij ni 

^ TOTO I 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; ^nft ^n?t*r?r 

f% ^ 3 ^ J:*G i?t^l gratuitous relief^] TOTC^ ^ C^OIC^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; ‘5toe['';r^6^ ^ 

C«f<3Tn I 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : fip Ol f^- 

i%ft sTc^Tc^H c^ GO ferm C?<t ^ 

r^r ^ :?»g tw? ^ ^vfi c^t*f ^nr <3 ^ 

^^rt^PCST^ gratuitous reliefyjj ^ 7?r ^ 1 4 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 

Collector4^ f% ^vii 7vm^ (7f' f^T ^ (?UsT >foT '®Rpit<f 

notice I 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: :yft >G^ 

^ csrft w^i ’^i (TTs^i yni%cT, :>\b^ 

wsft^ Tiu c^'M 4^ I'V V 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH ROY : 

I 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; gratuitous relief >g^ 

aclultOT M childrens ^P\] ':bt adultn^ (TfNS^ 

"5^1 M children?:?^ 4?P 4^ 

5R (Tf^T? f%r y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; 

I 4 w^n TZ^ notice 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: With reference to the answer 
to {l)){i), rianiely, that no death due to starvation was reported, will the 
Jloirhle Minister he pleased to state what is the source of his information!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The Imal officials. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is it a fact that death reports 
which are collected hy Sanitary Inspectors and sent to the Health-Officers 
have not yet been received y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; That is a matter which 
concerns the Public Health Department. 1 am not concerned with it. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; w?ft^ ^ 

T(ft Pf cn? n^dr 4^ ? 

The Hon’bte Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 

•nr c? c?ct5%T 4^ ^t^ert^n notice Rrc^r ^r^ ^Tffiri 
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Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: >iYnii 

union board^f% 151^5 >r:^ Cn m 

trate, S. D. 0. ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: ^ > 1 ^ 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: ^rf^ir rft ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: notico i 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: ^nft fV W>fl£! '5 

^ relief^^ f%5 ^ TGR^ (?TY^ 

discharge ^ rcTO, ? 

The Hofi'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (TT ’TYCli CYT^ 

^ I 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: 

finr (?n^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: ^ ^ r^*N- 

^ c?Ft^ fer "srmi 1 

Point of Information. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Ma> 1 draw your alUntioii to the 
rules relating to held-over (jue.stionsf^ 1 submit that held-over (jiiestioua 
should be taken up before all <)ther <iuestion8. 

Mr. SPEAKER: F will see to it. 

Held«over Question. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Rural puMio health reof^;anlsaition scheme. 

27. Mr. J. C. CUPTA: {a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health (Medical) Department be pleased to stab^ — 

(i) whether an expert Committee consisting of Dr. K. S. Kay, Dr. A. C. 
Ukil, the Director of Publi<*. Health and other representative 
medical men was appointed by the Bengal Provincial Branch of 
the Indian Medical Association in order to study the Director of 
Public Health’s rural public health scheme (1940) and similar 
dther schemes with a view to formulate a fairly comprehensive 
scheme for the reorganisation of rural medical and public health 
services in Bengal ; 

(u) whether any scheme from the Bengal Branch of the Indian Medical 
Association was rei'eived by Government; and 
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0’//) that in this scheme provision of at least one qualified medical 
practitioner in every Union Board and of a modem cottage 
hospital with maternity clinic and facilitie.'i for bacteriological 
examination in every thana was considered as the minimum 
requirements for proper medical protection of the villages? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hoii’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of putting the scheme in operation in selected 
areas sucdi as the dood-affected and other distressed areas, as an experimental 
measure? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes 

(h) No such proj)osal is yet under consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wi 11 the Hon'liie Minister be pleased 
to state wliat is the present position regarding the rural public healtli 
reorganisation scheme which was retominended hy (’olonel (’hatterjee, the 
former Director of Ibihlic Health, Bengal? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Consideration of tlie .scheme has 
been deferred till the ii<»rmal times come hack. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ill the Hon’hle Minister be ])leased 

to state what has haiqiened to the amount of money provided in the Budget, 
both (»f the previous year as well a.s of the curnuit yeai, for undertaking 
rural public htnilth reorganisation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Ah the scheme has not been 
undertaken the money remained unexpended, and it has been diverted to 
other directions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirhh* Minister he pleased 
to .state if in the ojtinion of tlie (lov(*rnm(*nt the ne(*(*.s,sity to?' imjiroving 
rural public health has disappeared or has become much less important during 
the ]>endenCY of tlie war? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It has he( 'ome more important 
hut a.s almost the whole of the province is now in the grip of epidemic, it 
is not possible for the (foveriiment to take u}) any jnirticular ‘.cheme for the 
time being. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state what are the mea.sures devised or proposed to he taken up by Govern- 
ment to improve rural public health in -substitution for the scheme that has 
now been postponed ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; (fovernment is taking all 
necessary steps possible to combat epidemic. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if steps have been taken to introduce the rural public 
health scheme in any of the subdivisions of the province? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. Sir, as I have already answered, 
in view of the fact that alnnist the whole pro>nnce is in the grip of epidemics 
it is not desirable to Like up the operation of the scheme in select^ areas. 
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Khin Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, my question was whether 
any of the subdivisions, say, one or two, were proposed to be taken up ft)r 
introduction of rural public health rwirj^anisation scheme by way of 
experiment ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir. Two subdivisions 
bad been selected. | 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: What has lia]>pened to tliut 
scheme ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That has been postponed. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: In both the subdivisions P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if lie i*^ awart' (liat in the llasirliat subdivision the sclieme liUvS 
nlreadv been in o]»eration foi,«llie last three years and in Seranipore aiea at 
Sinj^ur and (dhtu* jdaccs where the rural public health reorganisation scheme 
as an expeiimental nu'asure i.s still under operation P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Th est* things ilo not come under 
any of the schemes jiropos^d in the (juestion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the present Director of Public Health has prepared 
a modified scheme on the basis of (.*ol. C’batterjee’s scheme which he has 
forwarded to (iovernment for examination P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is still under the considera- 
tion of the (iovernment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleastul 
to state if it is a fact that there is at pre.sent a s( heme under the (MUisideru- 
tion of (iovernment dul.\ preparcil ami foi warded by the Director of J*ublic 
Health, why is it that the adoption of rural jmblic health reorganisation 
scheme has been [lO'^tjMined till after the end of the warP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The scheme of Col. Chutterjee 
and othei sehemes, as proposed in the question, are md umler the considera- 
tion of the (iovernment but are prist poned during the duration of the war. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Am 1 to understand that even if u 
workable scheme is devised b\ the comi»etent officers of the (iovernment, 
(iovernim*nt is not going to give* efleet to that ‘•eloMoe till the war is over.** 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypidheticai question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state if (fovernment will under no r ircuiiistances be in a iiosition to give 
effect to inijirovements in rural public beiiltb b> arloption of suitable rural 
public health reorganisation scbeiiies in Bengal till the war i.s overP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: C ertainly (iovernment will 
undertake to give operation to any suitable Hcbeme for irniirovement of the 
rural sanitation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Before the war is orerP 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: All at once if any suitable 

srbenie is ready. 

Mr« DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased fo tell us why the scheme under consideration is not considered as 
u suitable scheme by tbe Government ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: There art many factors which 
are to be taken into consideration by Government. There is paucity of 
duly qualified and trained oflScers. 

Mfa DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Am I to understand that the 
paucity of officers is the main reason for postponing the operation of this 
scheme P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD; Yes, it is one of the main 
factors. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAnT Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the scheme now in operation at Singur is under 
the rural public health scheme or any other scheme and, if so, what is that 
scheme P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: Aes, it is certainly under the 
Kural Public Health Department and it is a small experimental scheme. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of tlie answer that there 
is paucity of officers, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us what 
steps Government liave taken to find out suitable officers P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: We are taking all possible 
steps. We are making demands on pixivinces outside Bengal, we have made 
requests to the Government of India and we have made requests to medical 
associations and all other bodies that possibly can supply the Government 
of Bengal with suitable medical officers. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that there was a proposal for appointing Assistant Health Officers in 
each district in view* of the fact that District Health Officers are overworked 
and particularly at a time when there are epidemics all over the province? 
W'hat has happened to that scheme of appointing Assi.stant Health Officers 
in each district? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notice, but some dis- 
tricts have already got Assistant Health Officers. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise on an important point of 
order. 1 got yesterday a notice from the Secretary t<f the Assembly 
informing me that the Bengal Se<*ondary Education Bill Select Committee 
would be sitting this morning at 11 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bengal Secondary Education Bill is not before 
the House and we are not discussing it. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The point of order is related to the 
conduct of this House and the Secondary EtUicution Pill is a part of the 
work of this House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; But it is not before this House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My point of order does not necessarily 
or has not necessarily to be confined to niatteiN before the House. I can 
talk on any matter within the rules of the Assembly which havni^ — ~ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I entirely differ from you. A point of order can 
arise only relating to matters that are before the House and that are being 
discussed here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submit. Sir, for \our reconsi»leration 
that we are here functioning as members of the Legislature and we have 
several different functions to perform. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have given my ruling and the other day 1 retpiesfed 
you that if you are dissatisfied with any ruling given by me on any point, 
you may kindly see me in my chamber and at ter discussion if \ou are n<»t 
satisfied, you may take recourse to whatever procedure you may desire. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 invite your attention to the fact that 
I submitted my representation to you as early as the Idth December and I 
also reminded 30 U 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter altogether. You can make 
your submission when the matter comes uj) before the Housi*. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: On a point <.f order, Sir. 
Ls it your ruling that points of orders can only be raised with nderence to 
a matter which is being transacted or which is before the House In that 
case, what is your ruling going to be in respect of lhos(* matters ovt*r which 
the House has seisin but which may not be now before the House on the 
list of business but still they are matters over which th<* House has seisin P 
In respect of tho.se mutters cannot ]»oints of order be raised in this House P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kai Chaudhun, as far as 1 can see ami us I umler- 
stand, points of order can arise only with regard to didiberatioiis in tho 
House. A matter not before the House or about which there is going to 
be no discussion whatsoever is a matter which is not under the considora- 
tion of the Speaker tir of the H()u.se for the time being and as I understand 
the meaning of the expression “point of order , J think no question of any 
point of order can possibly arise in a cin'urastance like that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Under which rule, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not called upon to cite at every iuHtance a rule. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On one instance please. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the general principle. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a jmni of order, Sir. 

'sfTO (7R ^ or 

^<?fT Tfir point of order OTW. 
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=f?r5 I IRR (?r programme cn&l rules 

and rogulationil^ consistent ^ ^Tl, (?T 

f%inr (TtSi point of order 7C^ f% ^ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Points of order, as I have alre«ady said, must relate 
to the subject matter tor discussion for the time being before the House. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. A'esterday 
J submitted before you the dearth of (|uestionH in this House. Many (jues- 
tions of tlie last session and the session before last are remaining unanswered. 
•Still we are getting two questions a day and today it has improved and four 
questions liave been put. Sir, 1 drew your attention to this yesterday and 
I also draw a nur attention to it today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The practice, as you all know, has been that (juestions 
and replies to questions, as they are received in this office, are printed and 
laid on tlie table. Just now I en(|uired of the Secretar\ to the legislative 
Assembly as to whether there is any answer pending in the Legislative 
Assembly Department which has not been placed before this House. The 
answer is that there is no answer pending. As to the other i)oint which \ou 
have sought b) raise is that a large number of (juestions are pending. 
According to the practice now jirevailing, that sort of thiiig will go on f()r 
some time unless and until we come to a definite, fi.xed and settled principle 
or procedure wh(*r(*by (juestions may lx* brought uj) before the House with- 
in a certain definite time. I have already told you that 1 am taking stejjs 
for it and i hope that in course of the next week I shall be in a position 
to hold a conference of the Leaders and, if necessary, also of the Whijrs of 
the different jnirties to eome to a definite decision on this jxiint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, can we have a datep We have 
been hearing it from the last s(‘ssion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cjuite agrt*e, hut 1 have got to look into many 
matters. I will have it next week. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On a jioint of information. Sir. 
While considering the question just now referred to, will you consider 
whether it is the privilege of the memhers to get answers to the questions 
tabled or it is the jirivilege of (jovernment to reply to the questions P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Every aspect the question will he considered. 
Enquiry about adjournment motion. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Sir, may 1 know what has 
happened to your res(*arches on the point relating to the adjournment 
motion of Dr. Syamaprasud MookerjeeP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is still under examination. You will hear about 
it on Monday. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would only request you 
that on Monday it may not be moved, because in all probability I shall not 
be in this House on that day. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. How can 
a matter which will arise on Monday l>e discussed today? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’lde Minister was perfectly entitled to ask 
the question. Yesterday, you will rei^einber. Dr. Syaniaprusad Mookerjee 
sent an adjournment motion to the H(»use. I said “1 will make an enquiry 
into the matter”, and the Hon’hle Minister enquired whether that enquiry 
was complete. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: He used the word 
“researches” and not “enquiry”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That was a reflection on the ('hair. 
This also could have heen d<nie in y<mr Chaniher and not in this Houso. 
May we also follow up that ([tiesti(»n? You havt‘ allowinl one Minister in 
this House to a''k a <juestion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; That wii« in ti'.-pwt of n 
luuttrr wliicli caiiit' tip in the Houso vosloi'iluj. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Hut which is not tiotoiv the Houso now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I say ii is f.oforo llio Houso 
now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you k in<ll\ re.suine your seat ? Dr. Sanyal 
knows it piM'iectly well that ever\thinj( cannot he covered hy rules. I he 
rules, therefore, hav(‘ jfiven certain di.scretion to the Speaker for the purpose 
of conducting in(*etinp’s or deliherations of this House. Ht* has ^ot to 
exercise his <hscretiou as and when occasions arise. 1 thou^^ht that it was 
only natural for a Minister or for every other inemher of this House to 
exjiect that in an a<ljourninent motion, enquiry should he completed us 
([uickly as ]K)ssihle. Therefore, I did not think it in any way wron^ on the 
j)art of the Hon'hle Minister or I would not have considered it in any way 
wroii^ on the part of any other inemher to ask me us to whether the emjuiry 
was comjilete, hut ('ertainly the expression “researches” was ohjeclionuhle. 
(Cries of “hear, hear” from the Opposition lletiches. > 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 admit Sir, it is rdijection- 
ahle. I meant enquiry. 

Mr. FAZtUR RAHMAN; May 1 know when the decision on that is 
expecteil ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 told the Hrm'hle Minister “we will meet next on 
Monday and 1 wull pive the results of my enquiry into this matter on that 
day,” hut the Hon’hle Minister has Haid that in all prohahi)i1\ he will not 
be in t^ie House and therefore the adjournment motion mi^bt not he moved 
on that day. That is a matter which w'ill he considererl on Monday. 

Tilt Hoil’bit Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I would re^^pectfully 
submit to you that the rules regardinjr adjournment motion require that 
it ahould be taken up as quickly tt.s possible, and when it was not taken up 
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on the firwf it to have heen taken up on the second day, that is 

today. Wliat 1 want to say is that a very important Government legisla- 
tion is going f)n 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindK resume your seat? I have not said 
that the adjournment motion will be moved on that day. I have said that 
the question as to what steps will be taken will be considered on that day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: True, Sir. But my sub- 
mission is that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee should have asked you about 
the results of your enquiry today if he was anxious to move the adjourn- 
ment motion. As he has not asked you about the results of tlie enquiry 
immediately after the question time, my submission to you is that the 
adjournment motion has lapsed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As to that I say that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
enquired of me whether the enquiry was complete and T informed him that 
it was still under examination. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Then certainly I withdraw 
my remarks. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, shall I be in order >to enquire 
whether we as members of this Assembly would be in order to sign a 
supposed ad interim Select Committee Report that had never met at all. 

I have before me one such report. (T'proar.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. It is your option to sign it or not to 
sign it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My quest ion is whether 1 shall be *.a 
order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not going to answer any hypothetical question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, practical facts are there. Govern- 
ment is trying to regularise certain irregularities. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can raise a point of (►rder when the subject will 
be taken up. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then already it will be a fait aceompU. 

NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I should like to speak a few 
words in respect of the resolution moved by my friend Mr. Adwaita Kumar 
Maji— resolution which demands of Government the fixation of minimum 
prices of rice, paddy and jute in comparison with the prices of other com- 
modities. It is really astounding that Government should be aroused from 
their slumber in an important matter like this by a resolution of this nature. 
Government ought to have fixed minimum prices for all these commodities 
along with fixing the maximum prices for them. Sir, we hear from the 
Ministers and their supporters that this Government stand for the i^ple 
and for the masses. Who does not know that the fixation of minimum 
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price is mostly concerned with the producers and the masses P If (xovern- 
ment do not think it necevssary to fix the minimum prices for these cojnmo- 
dities, they cannot claim to represent the masses and the people. Sir, for 
the information of the Minister of Civil Supplies I will quote the prices of 
padd}^ and rice in important markets in the district of Dinajpur. On the 
let of February in the Haripur market paddy was sohl at a price between 
Rs. 4-8 and Hs. 0-8 and rice between Rs. 8-12 and Us. 10. In Bindal hat 
in the Sadar subdivision on the 5th February paddy was sold at a price 
between Rs. 4-8 and Rs. 5-8 and rice at Rs. 0-8 and Rs. 10-8. In another 
hilt in Fakirganj on the drd February paddy was s(dd at a ])nct* between 
Rs. 4 and Rs. 5 and rice between Rs. 8-12 and Rs. 0-8. In Dinajpur town 
on (ith February paddy was sold at Rs. (i-lO and rice at Its. 11-14. From 
a scrutiny of prices it would be at oiue evident that prices of these comuiO- 
dities fell down fur below the equitable price that the prmlucers should #ret. 
Sir, we also know that poorer .sections of the producers sell their commodities 
between the Henjrali months of Mag^h and ('haitru. We have read in the 
j)apers a statement re(*ently made by the Civil Supplies Minister that he was 
thinking of fixing a minimum price for rice and pa<ldy. Rut we do not 
know when he will actually <lo .so. Fixation of minimum price is not only 
important hut tlie immediate fixation of price is what we are concerned 
witli and a hat is important; tor if the poorer .section of the mass(*.s will sell 
all th(Mr commodity betore this minimum price is fixed they will not get 
un\ henefit out of sut li fixation. 1 draw the pointed attention of (lovern- 
iiient, if the\ are in a mood to really help the poorer section of the masses, 
to immediately fix flu* minimum piice. 

Idle next (juotion that arises is this: What should be the minimum 
price In considering thi.s miinmuni jirice we have to take into ac(;ouiil 
last \eai’s conditions. We all know that tlie poorer section of the people took 
loans ot jiaildv and executeil bonds not for paddy but for money. The 
value ot the paddy was entered into the haiidnotes or honds. If tlu*y took 
loan of one maund ot [laddy the> executed a handnote or bond for R.s. 20. 
Now, if they sell jiaddv at Rs. 4-8 or at Rs. 5-8 they will liave to sell ahout 
4 or 5 maiinds of jiaddy tor repaMiig the loan incurred on account of 
1 maund of [ladd \ . Then, in comjiuiison with tin* ubnormally high prices 
of other commorlities they will lose a great deal it tlie miiumum price is not 
fixed at a eoiisiderahly high level. 

Then, there i.s another question. The wages and lahoui chiirges have 
very considerably increased. The production cost of one. maund of paddy 
under the modest calculation wdll amount to about Rs. ‘1 or Rs, -U. It will 
vary according to the various po.sition.s in different districts. In my dis- 
trict it will not be less than Rs. 4 or more than Rs. 4. Consulering all 
these factors, in my oiunion, the luiniiijum juice for jiaddy ought to be 
fixed between Rs. 8 and Rs. !f. So what they are gelling now is almost 
half of what they should get. 

The next question that arises is that from our bitter experience* of the 
past we have seen that though maximum prices for the.se commodities had 
been fixed nobody could get them at those prices. The market prices went 
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Bp even ten times higher in certain districts and places. So we must say, 
and the (jovernment have admitted, that they have failed to implement 
their policy regarding prices of commodities. In making statements about 
the piiddy procurement scheme they, times without number, admitted 

that they had lost the confidence of the people. Now they are trying to 
regain that confidence. But this is not the way in which they can regain 
the confidence. If they really want to regain the confidence they must do 
sonietliing practical. Only the.se control prices become a matter for record 
in the pa])ers. We do not gain anything by them. There must be a 
machinerv set up by Oovernment which could effectively give effect to this 
policy. But this retiuires thoroughly honest and efficient staff which, 1 
am sorry to say, the Ooveriiment are badly in need of. 

Then again, the fixation of price is really an artificial thing which is a 
kind of innovation by the (iovernment to meet the peeuliiir .situation in the 
country. So, extra care is necessary for implementing these matters by 
the (iovernment. We have seen in our ilistricts that tlie arrangements that 
have been made hy (iovernment up till now are very inadeejuate, for example 
the maximum ])rice for paddy has been fixed today at Us. 8 or Us. 8-4 tor 
the cultivators and the (b‘alers. Now tin* ])add\ is regally bought by the 
chief agents between Us. 4-H and Us. b. What an* these* chief agents 
doingP They are not directly buying from the ])roducei’. Tliey are biixing 
either from the mill owner or some other middlemen. In ]»aying \i]) the 
price for the l)addv they are obtaining r(*ceij)fs from the se*]lers or the 
millowners at the maximum ])rice fixed though ac‘1\iall\ (he\ are t>aying 
lower than that. Now the margin that remains is ahsaNs divided between 
the mill owner and the ehief agent. So by these rates the producers are 
not gaining anything, consumers are not gaining an\ thing, (iovernment are 
not gaining anything, the only pe<»i)le who are gaining are the chief agents 
and the mill owners. Some steps must be taken to remedy these things. 

Then iigain, Sir, the purcha.sers including the mi<idlemen are purchasing 
paddy and demamling one seer in excess j)er maund wheih is called in our 
district dhalta or mujor. It is a kind of dlnnib tliat they are charging — 
including the chief agents. This is the comi»laint that I am making to ♦he 

Civil Supplies Minister and 1 draw his p<»inted attention so that he might 

at once enquire into the mutter and stop the <*hief ugent.s from exacting this 
one seer of pacbly which is called dhalto or umjar from the sellers. 

Sir, there are various other mutters about which 1 wanted to sa^ , but I 
will not take up any more time of the House because 1 have given ample 
information to the (bvil Suplies Minister and if he is serious and willing 
to help the luxnvr section he can do it immediately. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Mr Speaker, Sir, as 1 rise to .speak 
in stipport of the resolnfion moved by my hononrable friend, Mr. Muji, I 

wotild like to draw the attention of the Houst* to the ]>resent abnormal rise 

in the costs t»f living. Although no cost of living index prepared cm a 
aoientific basis is maintained by the Government of Bengal, \et some idea 
can be formed from the index number of Calcutta wholesale prices, however 
rough they may be. The index number of whole.sale prices in Calcutta for 
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all eomniodities iu December last stood at 301 points as compared with ItWl 
pointfi in August, 1939, i.e., just on the eve of the war. Thus it will he 
found that the costs of living have increased at least three-fold. (lovern- 
ment of India are no doubt desperately trying to cheek this rising spiral 
of ]>rices but all their efforts would produce hurilly satisfactory results so 
long as they continue their present policy of finding rupee tinaiu'e for all 
war purchases by issue of notes against fast accumulating sterling resources. 
So this rise in the costs of living has to be faced, llengal is still .suffering 
from the aftereffects of the famine. The condition of the mussivs is quite 
deplorable, and anybody going ariuind the interitir of the distru ts would 
find heart- re ndibig scenes there. The etumomy of tlie province is still 
pre-dominantly agricultural, no less than 81) per cent, of the total population 
deriving their sustenance from agriculture. Agriculture forms the ])iincipal 
means of livelihood of these people. So, in tlu‘ inten*st of the vudfare of 
the province, it is necessary that agriculture must he remunerat iv(‘. 7'liat 
is, jirices of the main agrii'ult ural produce grown in Hcngal, i.(‘., paddy and 
jute, should he such as would iMiahIc the cultivators to purchase their other 
ncfu'ssities oi lif(‘, by tlic sale of the theii pad<ly and jute, .lust as 1 
deprecate sky -rocketting jinces, so also I am averse to juiees that may 
jirove uiiremuiierat ivc to the groAvers. Thus jusl as it is mu’essary to fix 
ceiling juices, s(» also it is eijually mu'essary to jirovide a “Himr to prices". 
That is, ma\imum as \ac11 as minimum j>nce8 have to he fixed. The 
(joveriimeiit have hxed maximum jirices of paddv and lice in the districts 
at which agriculturist may sell at Ks. 8 am! Hs. 13-4, resjieclively , hut they 
havt‘ not fixed the minimum price. The (iovernment have ajijiointcMl four 
chief agmils for the iiurjmse of the jirocurement of the unttin crop and 
specific districts have been placed in tlnur charge. They' arc* thus in the 
position ot monojioli.stic hiiyers who cun depress jirii'es us they like*, hy 
holding out from making purchu.ses for seunt* time. As the* holding jmwer 
of Ifengal agriculturist is jiroverhially low, thcN have* to ilisju>se of their 
preiduce at the earliest eift’er ceuning freim purchasers, so that they may 
secure their other necessaries of life like cleitlis, oil, salt, e'te*, Thus it is 
e.s.seutial that the (iovernment fix a giiaraiileeel minimum price feir jiuddy 
for the cultivators. This jirice sheuild then he given the widest possihle 
currency so that they might not he mulcted of their legitimate priee. 
Keports received from various jiarts of the province go to show that the 
costs of cultivation and harvesting this year have he(‘n very high. The 
present jirices of the agriculturists’ other necessities of life have also g(»rH\ 
up considerahiy. The minimum priee of jiaddy should, therefore, he fixed 
with an eye to these two eonsiderutnuis. 

In the ease of jute although both minimum and maximum j»nres have 
been fixed by the (joverniuent of India, there is a snag in it. 'Phese jiricea 
have been fixed on the basis of Ks. lo and Ks, 17 as iiiinimuni and rnaxitnuTU 
for Indian j(tf middle which f(mns only alenit 2t) jier c«*nt of the total crop. 
But as there is no standard for jute grades, who in to dclcniiine qualify' ‘f' 
AVill the buyer <lo it ^ AVhat is there to prevent the buyer to regard top 
quality jute as jat middle and jut middle quality as bottom grade and pay 
lower price accordingly*/ Hence it i.<i niy apprehension, that this price 
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j&xation would hardly benefit the grower. To be quite effective, it is essen- 
tial that prices, both ininimuin and maximum for all grades, top, middle 
and bottom, — should be fixed by the Oovemment. 

With these words, Sir, I supporjt the resolution. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Sir, I stand to oppose the motion. 
1 oppose this resolution not because I do not like that the minimum prices 
ol the coininodities are to be fixed but because I think that this is not the 
proper time when the fixation of the minimum price of rice and paddy is 
possible. At the outset. Sir, 1 should say that Government have taken 
steps to fix the minimum and maximum prices of jute. So far as paddy 
and rice are concerned, 1 have already said that this is not the opportune 
time to fix the minimum price. We all remember very vividlj' that we have 
passed through a very critical time when thousands and thousands of people 
have died for want of proper food, because many of the poor people could 
not get money to procure food as the ])rice was abnormally high. For 
that reason the poorer section of the j>eople have been affected very badly 
and many have lost their lives. Sir, I think the i)roper time for bringing 
a resolution for the fixation of the minimum price would be the time when 
the commodity does not bring in an economic price. The prices of rice 
and paddy ran so high that we clamoured for lowering down the prices ainl 
the Opposition were also clamouring that Government did not take steps 
to bring down the jirices. Even the other day we heard from the Opposition 
that the ]>rices of ric.e and pa<ldy wert‘ ver\ high in ever> di.strict, but to m\ 
utter surprise today I hear from my friend Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu tliat 
the price is far below the equitable price. I am not .surprised that th(‘y will 
say what will suit them: they will onl> make such <tatement that will be 
convenient for them to put Government to discredit though ver\ unjustly. 
My friend Mr. Nishitha Nnth K\indu has also sniil that as the Government 
is not going to fix the minimum price, it shows that GoverFunent do not 
represent the poorer section of the ])eople. I do not know if he wants the 
Government to push u]» the prices. It may be said, that it is in the interest 
of the poorer section of the people that ])rices should be brought down to a 
lower limit. Still. Sir, the price everywhere is far above the economic 
level. That is why I .say that this is not the ]>ro]>er time to fix the minimum 
price. 

Sir, I say that the resolution has been brought not from any real motive 
'which will be beneficial to the interests of the people. Had it been so the 
resolution would have said very clearly that not only the fixation of the 
minimum price was necessary but also the fixation of the maximum price is 
a real need. The fixation of the minimum price at a time when the price 
was coming down, and as it is still far above the economic level, would 
mean the arrest of the price from coming down to a proper level. 

Now, Sir, we are hearing from the Opposition that the cost of cultivation 
is very high, and we are also hearing from them that the minimum price 
should be fixed. But when the question will arise whether the prices of the 
commodities are sufficiently within the means of the people to purchase, they 
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wiil say that the Govermnent are not taking steps to lower the prices. This 
is the maxim of the Opposition and they will say what will suit them at the 
time when they are speaking. 

Sir, considering all these facts it appears quite clear that this is not the 
time to fix the minimum price. But if the price goes far below the economic 
price or shows a tendency to go below that economic leTel, then and then 
only Government should be asked to fix the minimum price. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Chairman, Sir, 1 am very sorry 
that 1 have risen to speak in a different strain from that of my friends 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kftndu and Mr. Sen. I do not think that anybody in 
this House can today make out a case for raising the prices of paddy and 
rice. I am sorry that Mr. Kuudu and Mr. Sen did not speak on behalf ofi 
the poor people who have been very much affected by the prevailing prices 
of rice and paddy and also by the higher prices which ruled during the last 
rains and thereafter. Sir, who does not know that the price of rice rose up 
to Rs. 80 per maund and the price of paddy rose also up to Rs. 40 per maundl^ 
There was a cry all over the province to pull down the price because th^ 
poor people were dying. 

Sir, a labourer's wage is not more than one rupee in any district and I 
think in many districts the wage is very much lower than one rupee. I can 
speak on behalf of the poor people in my district. There in my district the 
wages of a labourer do not exceed more than 12 annas per day. That being 
the position I cannot imagine that any member can rise today to say that 
the minimum prices of paddy and rice should be fixed at a high rate. Sir, 
things have come to such a pass that even if the price of rice be fixed at 
Rs. 5 today, then also 1 think millions of our people will not be able to 
purchase rice at that price. Then, take the case of the very large number 
of people belonging to the middle class whose average income would not be 
more than Rs. 50 per month. They are not being able to make their both 
ends meet today. If they have got to purchase three maunds of rice today 
they do not find means to purchase the same. What have they done so 
long? You. Mr. Chairman, know that the middle class people and the poor 
agriculturists and labourers have exhausted all their resources during the 
last year to buy their necessaries of life, to buy simply food and cloth, and 
today they are absoluttdy destitute of anv resource.s. Where can they get 
money from to purchase rice today at a high price? In these circumstances, 
Sir, I believe my friends will reconsider the view' they have taken and not 
press their motion for raising the price. 

Sir, the whole world today is in the grip of the demon of destruction. 
Well, in Bengal the demon of destruction has appeared in the .shape of famine 
and pestilence. What is the real cause of the pestilence today? Why are 
cholera, malaria and pox taking heavy tolls every day in this province? 
What is the main cause? The main cause has been insufficient food, mal- 
nutrition and want of nutrition and consequent loss of the power of 
resistance. That is the main cause why the poorer people are dying in 
millions today of malaria, cholera and pox. So is it fair for us to ask the 
Govenunent today to raise the prices of paddy and rice? On the other hand, 
26 



NON^FFICIAL BESOLTJTION. 


[11th Feb,, 


akould we not tell the Government, ‘‘You put down the price to such a 
level that the poorer sections can purchase rice within the limits of their 
means.” Besides, I think, Sir, we should all cry to Government, “If you 
cannot keep down the price to such a level, you better raise funds — no 
matter if they rise up to crores and crores — to supply cheap food to the 
poorer sections of the people of this province.” I most earnestly and most 
sincerely beg of the Hon’Vde Minister to consider the question as to whether 
he should devise means to supply cheap food to our people. If he seriously 
considers the real position of the poorer people who form not less than GO 
per cent, of the population of our province he should certainly come to the 
conclusion that somehow or other, whether by lowering down the price of 
paddy or rice or by devising some other means, he should make rice available 
to the poorer section of our people. 

Sir, it bleeds everybody’s heart to find that our own people, our own 
kith and kin are dying of starvation. Even today the price of rice in many 
places of my district is varying between Rs. 18 and Rs. 22. I cannot 
imagine how people of my district are living. Sir, I am getting letters 
every day saying, “We cannot tolerate this position any longer and we are 
dying. How long shall we remain in this situaticui ?” When I get letters 
carrying such information I feel myself absolutely helpless and at once I 
think that I should rush to the Civil Supplies Minister and implore him to 
make immediate arrangements so that the poor people of the province may 
get their food with their small means. With all seriouMies.s. I request the 
Hon’ble Minister to consider this question. Then, Sir, if my friends are 
convinced that in some places within the province the price of paddy has 
fallen so low that it is absolutely uneconomic for the agriculturist to sell it, 
then let the price of pa<ldy or rice be raised there to a certain limit. I do 
not object to that, but what I want is that the jirice should be so fixeil that 
the poorer people can purchase rice, and for the matter of that a labourer 
with a wage of one rupee can purchase three seers of rice for himself and 
his family ever> day. Where the price is higher than that level the price 

should be so lowered down 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is Rs. la o. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: If he has^to purchase rioe at five 
annas a seer, then how will he get the other necessities of life, such as oil, 
cloth, salt, etc. Please consider that question. 

Then again, I request him also to consider the question whether it is not 
possible for the Government — when the Government says that it spent 
crores of rupees to supply cheap ration to the people — to make some arrange- 
ment right from now to supply rice to the people at an approachable price. 
That is a matter seriously to be considered. If the price today is so high 
in many parts of the province, then just imagine how high the price will rise 
during the latter half of the year. 

Sir, the price control order was not obeyed anywhere in the province 
the latter half of the last year. Government controlled the price of 
Tice at Rs. 20 per maund. I plead guilty that I contravened that Control 
Order. I had to purchase rice at the rate of Rs. 1-6 per seer because I 
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needed some rice to distribute among some of my people but I could not 
get rice at less than Rs. 1-5 per seer and I had to purchase at that price. 
I approached the dealers and told them that the Government price waa 
eight annas a seer and they should not charge a higher price. They said 
that I would have to purchase at the market rate and that was the market 
rate then although the Price Control Order was in force. What I submit, 
Sir, is, that the people who sell rice in the rural area do not obey the Price 
Control Order. I shall, therefore, ask the Hon’ble Minister to note — your 
control order will not be obeyed by the agriculturists or the dealers. You 
take that to be a fact and at the same time approach the questitm with a 
broad heart as to how you will enable the poor people to purchase rice 
within their means. Start an organisation to store rice in every union and 
fix its price at a very low rate for the poorer section of the people, so that 
they may get rice at a cheap rate in their respective unions. If you cannot 
do that, I am afraid, you won't be able to solve the problem. You have 
heard about the large number of deaths due to starvation in the province 
last year. But during the next year you will hear that hundred times that 
number will die because tlie\ will not find ineaiui to purchase rice. That is 
the situation which, I am afraid, will arise very soon. So, Sir, with all the 
earnestnes.s and seriousness I appeal to the members on my opiiosite to press 
the Government, if the Government does not agree to take such stejis, so 
that the poor people whom they profess to represent here may get their 
food right from now. I further submit, Sir, that food is not yet short. 
There is enough food. It may not be sufficient to supply the rei|uiremeiitfl 
of the people of the province throughout the year, but food is there and 
will be there for many months from now. How is it. Sir, that when the 
people have lost all their resources during the last year to find food, that 
they should not get food which is available near their very door but which 
they cannot purchase at the prices now prevailing. That is a thing wliich 
the Hon’ble Minister should take serious note of. 

With these words. Sir, I resume my seat. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. Sir, I beg to move a closure. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. K. 8. Roy): Mr. Mridha will speak now. After 
that I will call upon the Hon’ble Minister. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have heard with 
patience my old friend Mr. Biswas’s speech and 1 must now sing a Persian 
couplet — 

OJoloj j/ tjU JI> 

That is, you poor friends, have not a word of grace for ua. Therefore, you 
old friend, let us alone and leave us. You are not worthy to be attended 
to. The other day we heard you glibly talking on the problem of food just 
to have the maximum price settled at a low rate, so that you could have food 
for the people at a price which was sufficiently low and which was fixedf 
lor ever and could not be increased any more. And today, Sir, this resolu- 
tion seeks to have the minimum price settled for food articles. These 
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two probably do not coincide — the one goes against the other. Yon have 
ihe minimum and you cannot go below that and you have the maximum; 
tluit means you cannot rise above that, and for that this resolution seeks to 
provide for a pric# below which you cannot go. That being the position, 
what Mr. Biswas s^id fell outside the scope of the discussions that were 
held, a few days bei.'re and for that I pity him. Mr. Biswas started his 
speech with inconsistency. He was talking something about giving food 
to the poorer section of the people at low rates. For that he was pleading 
that the price should be lowered and kept at such a standard that it can be 
within the power of everybody to procure food for himself. Now, Sir, we 
•ay that in this country there are two classes of people, namely, producer 
and consumer. So far as the foodgrains are concerned, it is the cultivator 
who produces them. There are other people who are not producers and thev 
consume the food articles. It is the interest of the cultivator surely to have 
a good price for the articles he produces and it is the interest of the consumer 
to see that the article is sold at a low price, so that he can be fed well at a 
lesser cost. Then again we see in our midst people who are traders. 
Traders are of two classes, namely, gentlemen traders and traders who 
are black-marketers and hoarders. Sir, all these things come up for 
•onsideration when we discuss the present market position and the food 
problem in the province, in the past we noticed that black-marketers 
caused a havoc in the country and as a result people starved and died in 
kundreds, in thousands and in lakhs. Even the iron hand of Mr. Suhrawardy 
could not save our people from the greediness of these uncharitable people. 
They had no mercy, they were without any clemency for our people; they 
were unkind. They were so numerous, they were so powerful that the> 
could not be checked at all. Every effort was made to check the black- 
marketers but this could not be done. And now are we going to create a 
situation today in which the black-marketers will be able to play their part 
•gain amongst the unsuspecting village folk? It is a matter for considera- 
tion for the Cabinet as a whole and f(w the Minister of Food Supply in 
particular. 1 would therefore attribute a motive to any gentleman who will 
bo talking not in line with what is the correct thought in this matter. The 
correct thought to my mind would be — probably that is the only correct 
thought — that the producer gets something of a price which is economic and 
the consumer also Ends that the price is such that he can purchase the 
article at that price. A fair price must be given to the cultivator for 
producing the article working day in and day out. Therefore, Sir, in order 
to settle a price whenever such a question has to be gone into, two questions 
must always be considered, ns^ely, whether the cultivator toiled and 
laboured, used his capital, his land and his seed and did everything in his 
power to produce the article and whether he should go naked and not get 
anything even the necessaries of life — not even a bit of salt or chili or a piece 
ef cloth or other articles which he requires and which he cannot procui^e 
because of the high prices. Everybody knows what arc the market prices 
•f the necessaries of life at present. A piece of cloth or rather a loin cloth 
Momot be procured at Rs. 6; a chaddar cannot be had at Its. 8; a small shirt 
annnot be .had even on Rs. 6, In this way, Sir, every article that is 
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lecestftry for a man is being sold at a high rate at present. A cultivator 
;annot be expected to be naked all the time; be must have due regard for 
he exigencies of the season and therefore he must have something of a 
loth and other necessaries of life. So, the price of the article which ha 
iroduces must be something which can enable him to purchase the neco8*“ 
laries of life. Therefore the duties of the Ministry in this respect mutit 
)ecome very heavy. The other side of the picture is there. 

Then. Sir. today what we see is that our province does not produce 
mough food articles. Any food that is now being grown is not sufficient 
or the people. In order to produce food grains abundantly, we should 
itilise every piece of land for growing more food. (Cries of “Grow Mora 
Tute” from the Opposition benches.) Therefore, Sir. it is necessary that 
n order to have more food from every piece of land available, we muni 
mcourage the cultivator to grow more food, and if the “Grow More Food** 
campaign is to be siiCiCessful some good price has got to be given to the 
jultivators whom 1 would call the pmireet. They earn only a email 
rittance. They are the people who are most hard hit. We must see that 
hey do not starve. In order that they may not starve, they must be givea 
i good price. It is certainly not the proposition to have a lower prioCv 
The tendency at present Ls for the price to go down. Ijct us see how far 
lown it goes. Then it is for Government to make the purchases or to raisa 
he price up or to take some other steps. It would be for the lion ’bis 
Minister and not for the Opposition to keep a watch over the price level 
ind do the needful. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hift 
jeat.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, the measure of sincerity of the 
mover and his group for this resolution is the thinness of the House oppo^it©. 
The lifeless manner in which the debate has been conducted on this resoJn- 
jon of all resolutions gives us an indication of the mind of the group that 
bas tabled this resolution. The whole object behind it is just to inaka 
lome more piditical capital by talking p(diti<‘al halderda.sh. 

Sir, the language of the res<»lution is defective and if we remember tbe 
rarious expressions that have b<‘en thrown on the floor of the House wa 
^et a truer indication of the meaning behind it. The resolution asks thft 
Minister to go up to the Government of India and do this, that and the 
jther while, only yesterday and the day before, we were told that the 
present Ministry had become a handmaid of the Government of India, 
Sir, it is all very well to talk of the poor man and it perhaps satisfies the 
intellectual and political vanity of gentlemen opposite to mention the jJO<ir 
man and then, if I may use that expression, deliberately stab him in the 
back in the interests of people who do not form the agricultural section of 
the population. 

Conditions being what they are in Bengal, it is not the reduction of price 
here or the raising of price there that will bring us satisfaction. There 
has to be an ordered economy. We wiU have to take a certain definite 
itandard percentage and on the basis of that standard we shall have to 
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•djuft the prices of the different commodities so that the producers of rice, 
the producers of jute and the producers of any other edible agricultural 
commodity that may be necessary for the life of the people are left with a 
sufficient margin to buy other necessities of life. There is nothing but a 
jumble of words here and of thinking in a rather loose way. The mover 
has really put before the House a resolution which should have been debated 
from every angle coolly and dispassionately so that the Hon’ble Minister 
could have come forward and told us what plans he had made or what he 
and his Cabinet Colleagues have made to bring prosperity back into this 
land of ours. We are now in an empty House without the least enthusiasm 
about the poor cultivator or the much-talked of poor man. People have 
talked of things which were meaningless and have said them in a manner 
which will not take us to the goal we want to reach. May I appeal to 
the Hon’ble Minister in the name of the people of Bengal, the rich.^the 
poor and the middle classes to consult experts, and not political haranguers 
who do not understand their own mind and do not know what they w'ant, 
and evolve plans to establish parity between edible goods, parity between 
the prices of producer.s’ goods and consumers’ goods so that the people may 
not starve and may be enabled to have something left behind for a rainy 
day. Sir, 1 hope that the Hon’ble Minister will not reject the resolution 
alt(»gether but will accept the spirit behind it and do what he can to help 
us to go forward out of the w(X)d. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER! I understand that Mr. Hoy, while in the Chair, has 
stated that he would allow only the Hou’ble Ministei to speak. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I .submitted to Mr. Roy that I will 
take five minutes and 1 don’t think that he was disagreeable to that. Having 
regard to some aspersions which hud been cast by Mr. Siddiip on my party, 
it is only necessary, it is only fair that 1 should be given a few minutes to 
etate my position. 

Mr. BREAKER: Take five minutes and not more. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, a resolution has been moved by 
one luetnber of my party and has been supported by another — a resolution 
which at the end of bis vspeech Mr. Siddiqi was constrained to say should 
be considered and accepted, if nece.ssury, by the Hon’ble Minister. I think, 
Sir, it is necessary for me to point out to the House that it was not in a 
•pirit of party criticism or political faction that this matter was placed 
before the House. That is amply clear from the different kind of speech 
which has been made on this very resolution by another member of my 
|>arty Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas who takes a deep and abiding interest in 
these matters. The very fact that two different points of view have been 
represented from these benches on this vital question goes to show that we 
are not approaching this question from a purely jmlitical or party point 
of view, and Mr. Siddiqi has only lived up to his reputation when he 
characterised some members who have spoken on this resolution as political 
haranguers. That is the kind of language in which he takes delight. He 
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call# this resolution in one breath political balderdash and in another asks 
the Hon^ble Minister that he should take this matter into his serious 
consideration. 

Sir, Mr. Siddiqi says that those who take the name of the poor in 
moving or supporting such resolutions are those who stab the poor in the 
back. Mr. Siddiqi evidently objects to stabbing the poor in the back, 
because, as the champion of hoarders and capitalists in this House hd 
believes in cutting the poor in the throat. For him to say that we have 
been putting up speakers who stab the poor in the back — well, 1 leave it 
to the House to judge the propriety of such an observation coming from 
him. 

Sir, it is in a spirit of absolute fairness and impartiality that this 
matter has been placed before the House by my party. I trust Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, the Minister in cliarge, will con.sider the different points 
of view pla('ed before the llt>ufte from these benches with regard to this 
matter. It is a matter on which it is very ditticult to dogmatize either 
way. 1 do not think there is any harm in putting forward a view which 
would seek to secure to the producer a minimum economic price so tliat 
the cultivation and growth of paddy may not b*‘ discouraged by a low price 
level : At the same time Mr. Biswas was quite justitied in remluding the 
House that the need.s of the consumer should also be borne in mind. These 
are the two different jioints of view which we have placed before the House 
for the consideration of the House and of the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 

Maulavi ABDUL WANED : 

71^^ I *rf=T. 3 ^ wn 

^ 5ff% i^r cg T ■sfTOr 4‘5r<R 3pfP I i 

Mr. SPEAKER : | m 1 ^ 77^1 ^ \ 

Maulavi ABDUL WANED: 

irm i5t5?r TOf ^=rt*n to ^ i ’tiro 

ar < yi7 ^ TO cn 'jtoi »r?rTO i TOrrt* 

TOfl pTOT <7T I ftns ( 77 ^ 

711 1 or “^3^ oJTOH fVpT^ <1Tt, <il^ 

^ TO scK^ ' I ^ 5rt|p7 Trnx piiRr ^ i 

Tir ^ (y^ PrtH^ i” 

«Pnm3 TOrf^t-^Pr^ 'TOi i 
TO tiTOJ 1 5TTO 

cTO-^ ^ ^ TO 7'CTO TOfi i to toto CTOtPrwr TO 

mCTO '*it6 TOi I *51 Pn?T*‘gTTO^ prpw, cinR tfffesr TO 

(AW^i TOi (7* TO frog? tot? yiim TO 
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cfz^ I fwfsR’fCOT ’fW 56 

irtT9 56 C\ *ttt b'Os few? ^ ^ Sfro I 

^nw] ^t^rs I '«ii»c?' ^ 6f5w ^ i 

c^fiyj wft 5^ c^fWft, c?<ftr^ ^ roir? 

M^f%=rc?^ c«rt?W’<3 (?f;9feW5tfr^r?r?FW3Rt??^^^ firo i c? ^msrt^r 

wr?? c?^ %T ftrt few lii?* c?«n c^ft?w firm's to, (Tt^ 

c*f^ *^5 fewi firro I c*ft?W's i ^^rtsfWsr 'T**f fetw? 500\ fet^t? 

&*1? ^«t <tTBRi frnr uift fV ^ %r$ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^t?:5 ^ ?tw c*f*f fV TOT ?T5r? (TTfel I Fl^t ^t^feC^T C?*? 

few ^ ?Fr? ^ I ^ Fm <1tufe? few I ' ^ITcfe? ^f?fel 

c*f'3?i Sfro ?tTO i3t?i ^it? 'iprt ^*^n? FRt^i %fto i ‘ 
^ ^ TOTC^ 

TO I ^ ^to«t"a«fe ?R Ftfe^ CTO^ ?7?T1 ‘^C^TTO, ‘*1trfe? CTOtlT 
(7T ^rPW ^ CTO (7ft ^<«ftfel I ?TO ?#tr*T? '<^l6ft 

TOTOr, fro few C?TO C*f'OT ’T^? ?IF1^ if]?; (Tmc?? C?TO ’T^rii 
?FTO1 FTO5 IJTO TOrrc? FtftTI ^TtTO ^^fel ’WH ^ (Tff^ 'ito‘=t"n‘^ 

?CH l C^ I^ frCFTO ^ CTO ? C? Ft^ C*fe*t? C?TO5, TO ?tF^*??C«t? STO C®^ ^3 

?rtf^? #tTOTO«t 1%^? TO? (7ft F1^ TOI ^(TO ^^f?^JTTO S^UfTO 

TOt?lW? FtS*I ^ TO TO? ?1'3?ft?tC^ I TOT bf?R3P TO. Ft&TTO ?W^ 
^ ??fel TO?1 ♦ tft C’gC ^ CTO? ?T?1 TO ^ hr ^F TOT? ?^C?CTO, fTO ^1 

( 7 J vii^ frWT? TO?^ TOf few? fror^ vfl?N ?|W? f^*tjX?W^ TO^t? 

?? 13?, 'Q? C?<t TOC? I W?9n ?TOC^ TOI ®^?-f?? 13? TOC? C??^ 

^TOF? f ro ^j CT I (7ft fTOTO 3 ?^?^l?t*1>? ?i? c*f 3?1 ifefF^ I Ftft ?f?TO?t?C?? TO?1 il? 
c? ^FTCTOJ lTOT-trC?W^t? Wro?? ^ TOft^n CTO3?1 'S ^5tc®»? ?tcfe? ?jn ?t\!?t^?l 
C®f'3?l ?1fe^, ^FtTO^ft TOl fF?TO TO TOTT TO, Ft®5T TO'Q?t^ (.®f?C4 4lbft?l 

?Tf??t? TOT ?W5 TOOS? I 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE : TO^t? Speaker ?CTOTO1, TOf? TOFT? TO?l??oTC? ?5Tf^ 

resolution^] Frfft? TOF TO^F ??^ CTOCTO TO^I" C? 5'C?C^ ^ ’TTOf 

TOt?t? ?C? TOT housed CTO? ?pFt? ?Ft??' (7ft I ?fC?? tpR frortt? 

c*fTO frotf^ c? c?«n ?TO ?r?c^ ^?N w??fc? ?o?^c?c^ ?c^ wsm 

TOT?? ft?? TO?%r C^ C? ^It?l crisis C?ftc? OICTOTO *??• 

?t? FTScTO ?? ?TO TOC? I TOvil? TO?] ?ft TO (TO? 4TO m i n imum ?? ft? 
TOC^ Fft TOT7T ^ ^?? 'il?®fe] ?T?TO ft? TOC^ TO? ?trF TO? TO TOH? (^’ft 
TO? ?] ?f? I ?ft ^I50\ few minimum ?? ft? TOR ?t? ^FTTO? ^?fC$ TO? ?? 
8^lft\ few? C?C? ?t?T? mm\ TOC^ l ^ gro TOft TOC? minimum ®nr 
cror ft? TOl TOT ] ?? TO^ ??C^ CT3?] I ^ro?'C?*fr3 CTO? tfTO? ?? ft^ 

TO!? l5C?MtTO C?t? TOCTO ?] I ?FC»T TOTOf? Cv515? ?T?1 ??C5C1 ?ft3f, ?t?1 
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Cf ’PTO ^WC®T 5'll1^»l C*# *Pf 

«h. ^ 

WSJ^ ^ HlHc^ ^MfT <?ii 8\lft\ 

RuFt^ I CT ’po c^ «ip^ tjx^tw^r <?r ^jf%r>W[ 

^Rr^r ^ ^ ISlOT fiFf *t1^, C’l^ ’OT 

, if^ ^rf’Rn ftRT® ^ ^«rtu5 ^ ’ 

'S^tOTT ^ I ^ ^'PC^T C*m C^ 3 <fR Ft®*T ^WB ^ 

Rraw TOn m i c*f<h c^ ^ *f^ toh:^ i «f!vr¥ 

CTs CJF^ ^ic*T? *frft c^c^i ctsvi 9ft¥ * 

a ^1 ^0 ^ ’PTO <4^: WiPTl«fPlt*t^ vij^ 

*rfft ^spTfr^i^ c? *ry ^ftnf i ^ 3r ^1%rf? 

C3^ c?1 c^rfror <^uk^ \ ^rspr c^Hti:^ mSott ^*t ^8\Ra\ 

(7r c*fi *f^l%c’*R C5^ c<ifcT cTOfPrf^ I ^ ( 

^ 5^8xRC\ ^ ’PR ^ (TT ^ ai6 

^rfc^i? ^ Rti!^ ^ T(cm c^ i ^ ^ c^<h ^^trr 

RTRl^R^ C^fRPF ^fer ^t%r*R ^<fT <iJP[ I 

R5TTR ’fPP ?fOT8R 4*5 ^Ts ?t5 *R C#C«f ’tfiWt? 

TOT I ^ f^n (r^pfr? »PRPt^^ ^Rir’fcT R^r»! ^ c^c^ (?r^imr 

^ I #r c*fi^ ^'vtc’^n' 

^ ^;?TR firsTtuf^^ ^ 5t^ ^ gW ^ D^tSc^fl 

^ (Rn ?ro7l I RPl 4^ war time4 demand and supply theory 

exploded rU( cm I CStZ^ C*f^ VTC^ Wff^ ’0 3 4^^ 

'Q gt f^ ^c^ grqRr^ ^tpiinr c^ Rpn ’tcts =^8\In0v 

tRn 5f«f I 31 ^131 transport facilities vij? RSO^ deficit areayf%C^ gffTtg 

gfw:‘T <rm tjiSst R pRPft ^ i 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo ininutes. ) 


(After adjcturnmeni.) 

Hr. B. MUKHERtlEE : Mr. Speaker, cW fVROJ minimum W^ C#^<( C'fQirPr 
CVR ^TO ^ ^ ’TIW ’KW 15R maximum *R (TTSTl iR | 

OO <fPT 5tS5T producers ’JTIO RfiPPtt'lr^ ^ IST&ST 

Rio ^ I ^ ’TPn ^rgm t 3 <rR utS^t ^<rr3 ^ ’n i ^ 

^irf^p^*«r ^ISPIF^ 3PI irt?( ^t®iT ?FO ^fT I 4^? ’PTO C«0 RnTOl" 

maximum price CWQTl ®ft3 1 4 IFt^ &HR C^ I 

fi r ficy g *rti5R ’OF ’prsi 5tS*T 's *r fV? ^ SfF5 1 wv*t 

gti rl »F^* l7 (i l R R g t ^ TOR Index number RtW 5'C,TO 080, R^“fT 4^ C3^ 
5!feir3 RPO 1 gTOPf fwftlR TO tfR OlOII <?U:^E, I 4^ TOTO 

ifff minimum tRn 4^ maximum ^CK TOl CTOT I 
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’-WC^ C*rft I -Hltt-il fePb'^si 

w»rr c*fft ^ ^ r oo ^pf ^ C5C? 

f^nW®f ^ ^PT HCvJ? I 4^ Pf *fR<if ^lPl«r; 

^ ^ 5 tr 3 2 r^pr Rf to *tTrt^ ’tfR^riro? 

’Ttc^"? ^fffOTT ^ Rnni«t c*fft Tff ^ I ’tR 

Ordinance ^ItPR, 4^^ ^ RfRpw *ft^ Ordinance. 

45T cvs^ fro ^ 4^ n Rf ir fe y ^nRpm Rrrt ♦nfe- 

5t4Tc»f« 5^% ofm fefro ^ I -5^5 4^^ »It^•mf^ ^p^fpnr ^^ifesrji 

Sff^ 'TOR I 4^ Party Goremment 5WCTf^ ▼tC^ 

— ^ ^itm ^ artP tos ostipf 'spn c^ipr% ^ 

^'^TORT sfifTTO -fm ^ c<inr%sT5T — 4^ ^’Rf ^i*ivT-i5ar ^m?r (?r jrami c^ 

pr ^TfCl ’*ITWM3 ^tPRT (7^ I ’TtTO CPJl ’TtCW ’^^PiT^Tft I 

^s^n ’RTTO 4?* Cfjftir TO^fPR C^ ^ C^ fundamental policy? 

?? I ^ 4^&i RsfH? ^^sft^rvT-— -C??? C*rPFt? ^T? 

^fOTIjRr C?W? ^^5Itf?l fundamentalau? PFRT *tt<^ C?^— <?r^ 

^fTf«fW7-^tR5 ^SRH ^Tyf?®f I 4^ Sf35rC?T^ (?^ ]5T®eT 

^ ?ta^ ^ topfS ?Spr? <?Ttt?Pi ifips i ^fi'^rcu^ ^ 
ifJBft^fT TOT I 4X? deficit area 'aflT:^ C?«ftpT UtSPT? ^ ^ I 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : t 

Mr. B. MUKHEI^JEE : Mymensingh cwTO ^STTOT I PT^fTP? tran8port4? 

<PFPr ^?1 ^ I m tfTOPF Y? '®(f’Pn? 4pr C*f? I 

♦TCYf^R TPT - 5^5 f%? ’Ttpnr ^ ^^rtPT? YT? 4 PT OT l 

The Hon’bli Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : TO ^ I 

Mr. B. MUKHERilEE : to' Pr TOPRI 4Pn:^ ^ ^TTT 

4T^ 4^ CTO TOi ftn 4^ 

^FpRFlVSI 4 ?n ^■y f' ^ tPF ?%? ^'3TPT 15I^, 4^ WT »PR? control 
TO ?t^3Tt? ' CTOC’F ?TO ^ UtSsT C*r6Tt? TOfI I TOfT C*fTO TC^ 
PR ^ ?TtTT price CTO Tfi«5 ^ T?r I 4^ ?R T? 

^tnPT TfiPT'S^t? •fcif TOf^rart^ ^ ’TB’T VTB ’fTC? an | ^tl?? 4 ^ 

<somplaoenoy 'TOT I 4^ ^ TOaRT TRJWtPf^ ?t*5Tt? CTO ?fY ?t%C^ 

TO, ^tPfY TO? fi t ^CTO ^ ^tPf? CS^ 4 ^ 55 ^ complacency C*Nl TO, ^5tTO 
Prt oomplaoenoy? "ffft CTO? TOT fYP5 TO ^ Tf^TO PTO TOC? I 

TN Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. BUHRAWARDY; Mr. Speaker, Sir, if the 
thinness of the House opposite is not an index (Rai Harexdra Nath 
Chattdhuri : Even on Government side) of the levity with which the 
honourable members opposite treats the food question or their desire to make 
only political points whenever the food question is discussed, it is certainly 
«n index of their recognition that this resolution, however, apparently 
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TOftSonable it may be, is not a practical resolution having regard to present 
conditions. Sir, before I deal with that matter in detail, I would like to 
refer to the two previous speakers. The gentleman who spoke immediately 
before my esteemed friend Mr. Bankim Mukherjee, and who has obviously 
never heard the expression cost of living index, considers that the rise in 
prices is conditioned by the increase in the price of phal. He thinks that 
the price of all commodities should rise in accordaiu'e with the increase in 
the price of phol, and therefore though the cost of living index may bo 
three times what it was pre-war, since the price of phd has risen sixteen 
times, everything should be accordingly increased sixteen times. 

As regards my friend Mr. Bankim Mukherjee I think he does us a 
great injustice largely due to lapse of memory. (Dr. Syauaprasap 
Mookerjee: Thou too Brutus?) (Laughter.) He points out to us that 
we have most readily put on a maximum price of jute hecau.se the powerful 
jute interests demanded it whereas we did not put on a minimum price. I 
would like to recall to the memory of Mr. Bankim Mukherjee of what we 
did when we were attempting to raise the price of jute and prevent it from 
falling below a certain level and we went to the extent of making such 
purchases for the purpose of upholding the market. At that time the Jute 
indu.stry approached us to fix the maximum price wdiile we were fixing the 
minimum price of jute by ordinance and we refused to do it. On this 
occasion the jute industry is powerful enough to be able to control the 
maximum price itself, and seeing that ami noticing that the result of this 
has been that the agriculturist is getting a low’ price for his jute we have 
fixed a minimum price w'hich is or was above the market rate prevailing at 
that time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wh y not fix u maximum price? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A maximum price being 
operative in fact, we have been successful iit .se<'.uring the maximum minimum 
that it is possible to have under the existing circumstances. 

Again Mr. Bankim Mukherjee bus .said that we are unmindfuk of the 
prevailing distress and that Government are not doing anything to meet 
the present distress. Wherever distress still continues we have not yet 
closed our kitchens. In many places in Barisal itself wdiere round about 
there is a surplus crop we are still continuing to give free food. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: It is not a fact. 

Tht Hofl’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Certainly in many places 
we have closed the kitchens, where w'e think that the agriculturists should 
bear a portion of the burden having reaped a go*>d harvest, but in many 
places where there is distress we are still (‘ontinuing relief, and we are not 
only considering very seriously but we have taken steps to rehabilitate 
the agriculturists who have pa.ssed through famine conditions. 

Now, Sir, we are also not unmindful of what Mr. Bankim Mukherjee 
calls war-time economy. War-time economy has change^l the law of supply 
and demand to a limited extent. Where there is demand and no supply 
prices will rise as they used to do formerly, but war time has made this 
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diitinction that where there is little demand and considerable supply the 
price does not fall as it ought to do having regard to the law of supply and 
demand. But as we have heard from Binajpur inspite of the fact that 
Government are making extensive purchases in Binajpur the price has fallen 
in some areas. That I believe is only temporary. That is largely due to 
the fact that there has been a tremendous blockade in movement of rice 
from Binajpur. We are watching the situation, and we are certainly out 
to make as much purchases as possible for the purpose of maintaining the 
price. If what is taking place in Binajpur was prevalent in other areas 
as well I am sure that Government would have stepped in for the purpose 
of fixing a minimum price, for the resolution commends itself to me. The 
Government of India considered at the last Food Conference the question 
whether a floor price should be fixed or not. It did not find the time 
opportune and cvonsequently this was not discussed further. I may tell the 
House that so far as the fixation of minimum price of rice and paddy is 
conc.erned we shall have to take the consent of the Government of India 
before we can do so, and certainly this Government will take the necessary 
steps when the price falls to that level. But what a different tune was 
sung on the first day of the session ! If there was any encomium that could 
be paid to the Government as a justification of our policy it is the fear 
which has been voiced from various parts of the House, namely, that prices 
are falling or are likely to fall and facts and figures have been placed before 
us that prices have fallen in certain areas to a level which we certainly do 
consider to be below the economic level. The position of Government on 
this point is that we shall keep a sharp look out regarding prices. We 
consider that the prices at the present moment in Bengal as a whole are 
above the level at which we would like to see them. I would like prices to 
fall further and G<»vernmeut in its food procurement policy which waa 
criticised only the other day will be in a position to lower the prices still 
further. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is your target price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have explained the position 
to the House the other day, and I am not prepared to tell you as yet what 
the target minimum price is. I believe that the House will agree with me 
that it is not wise at this stage tt» disclose the target price because the 
hoarder will begin to hoard as soon as prices reach the minimum figure. At 
this point Government will purchase extensively and will not allow pticea 
to fall below it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you do not, then there will be 
speculation. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARpY: The result of this wiU be 
that no hoarder will dare hoard when prices are falling and will continue 
to fall and therefore we shall have to fix a price which may be below the 
economic price but which we will keep to a level which will be satisfactory 
to all concerned. I do therefore recognise the force of the argument that 
the price should be fixed at a level which will give an economic return to 
the agriculturist. We do recognise that the agriculturist has passed 
through very diflicult times and towards the end of the season there were 
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few agriculturists that did not have to buy paddy or rice at a very high 
rate and who did not have to give promissory notes or other documents for 
a consideration which for the rice they had purchased from the merchants 
was far above the prevailing price. All these things must be taken into 
consideration and I would ask the House to bear with us in our policy and 
see whether we succeeded in carrying it out or not. We are at the first step 
taking measures for the purpose of tightening our cordon still more rigidly 
because we feel that the prices in these areas are maintaining themselves 
where they ought to fall in the hope that they will be able to smuggle the 
rice out of those districts. We are on the other hand making preparations 
to send food-grains to those deficit areas in ever-growing quantities. As a 
matter of fact the programme was well laid and all arrangements had been 
made and everything w'as ready, but since tlu* 21st of January there has 
been an unfortunate jam on the B. A A. Railway which has prevented 
movements. There has been a steady improvement in the situation and we 
expect that the jam is now being removed. We are making further arrange- 
ments for transport so that very shortly we shall be able to send toodgruins 
to those deficit areas with the result that there will be no demand from 
them on surplus areas. The prices will probably fall in those areas and 
bring foodgrains within the reach of the ordinary consumer. 

But I do recognise at the same time that there must be a large section 
of our people that are not able to buy food grains unless tlie prices fall to 
a very low level — to such a level as we cannot allow the prices to fall. For 
them something will have to be done, and we are considering the question 
of providing cheap grains for them as soon as the grains become available 
to us and we are able in the first instance to satisfy the demands of the 
deficit districts so as to moderate the prices in those districts. As soon as 
we can meet this demand, we shall take steps to set* that cheap grain shops 
are established so that that section of the people that is unable to meet the 
present cost of living may be able to buy food grains at cheap rate, and 
further may I once more make a plea for that much-despised article, hajra, 
which everybody can get. If you cannot buy rice at Rs. 25, certainly you 
may be able to afford to buy hajra at R?^. 5-8 per inaund, only Rs. 5-8 — the 
price at wdiicb we are selling it in the market. The pric** of this article 
outside Bengal is much higher. We are undergoing a loss, but we are 
doing that deliberately so that persons who are really in difficult and 
straitened circumstances and w'ould otherwise starve would be able to buy 
cheap food. (Dr. N.\linaksha Sam.\l : Is it fit for consuini»tion?) 
Believe me, it is a first class food, and 1 want to tell you that those people 
who come from Mymensingh and Tangail will support me. When we first 
sent hajra to Tangail, people would not take it; we sent 12,500 maunds of 
hajra but people would not take it. But after it was shown to them that 
hajra could be used and was palatable, there was almost a riot for hajra 
when we sent our next instalment of 16,000 maunds. (Mr. Peamatha Nath 
Baitebjee; Is the Hon’ble Minister eating hajra every night?) Oh, 
certainly I am not afraid of taking it. (Dr. Naliwakshla. SAinrAX.: You 
are a jewel I) I hope members from Mymensingh will support me in this. 
There was a riot for getting hajra not because the people found it more 
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palatable but because they were in distress and because by that time they 
had recognised that bajra was a food. I would ask the honourable members 
here who have not taken it not to decry bajra, for that will bring about a 
worse situation. They should on the other hand induce people to take to 
bajra. There is no justification for people to starve, merely on account of 
prejudice and because honourable members opposite consider it a great joke 
to decry bajra and also consider it a great joke to propagate this prejudice 
and allow people to starve rather than direct their attention towards this 
food which we are supplying wherever there is a deficit. I would again 
urge upon the honourable members, if they really wish their people to be 
saved, to assist me in this. I therefore accept the principle of this resolu- 
tion, I accept that it has many points of value in it, but I would request 
the honourable member who moved the resolution to withdraw it. If he 
does not withdraw it, inasmuch as this is not the opportune moment, I will 
have no alternative but to oppose it. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Eumar Maji that this Assembly is of opinion 
that immediate steps should be taken by the (iovernment of Bengal in the 
matter of fixation of minimum prices of rice, paddy and jute in comparison 
with the prices of other commodities and Central Government be moved in 
the matter, if necessary, was then put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur HAill BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg to 

move that this Assembly is of opinion that Government should at once 
suspend the realisation of the Education Cess in (^hittagong Division. 

at 

^ I w cwm ^ afp{ ^ 

f^hFi (?PT&i district^ii ^ I 5if- 

oaHi, 'iRSf fV I 

^ ^ ^3 i’RT iRT 

^ «T^ csiTv '8rt^ I (?ppf 

^ rttiuPTTfr at ^ c?rt^ ^tvivtt % 

I ( Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik : mUt ^ cs ) 

Tf%r^ “’jart^nn ^ ^ T* { Mr. chabu 

Chandka Roy : ^ ^ ^ 

’Tfsrrsfl, 

l { Laughter from all quarters) ( iCKati 
Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan ; ^ I ) 

yR ^ in OR, ^ ^ ^ T ( Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan 

^R»fi filwt 0 (?rn^,R ^ 511 ’tft i 

^Sl8^ ’IRl Otiwrt CtffRt 5^, WRtft, 5t5fa5, NCiH, 

♦ftRli 5lYi51 Rat CW«tTB CTR RT 

(Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan : attr ^ 
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wtWT *n» i) ♦tFfHfli 8^ ♦fc? iitfir 

8^ c^tcwt (TfR^ I ^ ^ ( A Voice — wt^ yi(f 

^ Wt7=!n 9^ ? ( laughter, noise and interruptions and the member hesitatea 

to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^ I 

Khan Bahadur HAdI BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY : 

^ ^ I d ypr 

TT^, f^fn ^ 

fevu — (71 (7fi “^rmi tmsr ^ ctt? (tu-t 

Sm ^rtr c’rttT'T i ^ri'^ 

arc^ jpw itf^nR c^ YfirroF. Ptyi imw 5 # i 

(Mr. Fazlur Rahman: »nm Union 4^ ^ ^) !>lr06Tf?rYT 
^fsnrfn^ '^rfnn Stim ^ ^ i 4^ 5WnR c^toS tpyi wftirt? 

M ^ (TTt^ \5Wf (7rjt«r*> 

C^nrt 4T5T C«!t^ ^ ^ ^5Wn f Plffm TOF ^ l (A voice-^yspFlvjti 

(7rt€ 461 ^14414 Yf^nf I ) C^tTSRf! ^aftlTR 41 I ^ »tC4 ^Ttft 

41 V9 ^fef444 <7Tt1§ 4t4 I 4f4 4f?rt44 i41W 4tWWjftR (TTfPR 4#4t4 

4tr?4 5tlUn C^ti:4 ^5^ C4^4^f4 4¥C*T ^f^HTl opinion C44 C4 ’4141) 

ijttrnr (T^rm frrm 5ft 41 T ^ tprt'f dm dW^ 4tm 4dtr4 

f%f4 wtc44 I fett^ tfm 4^5T Tim cdmrt fritnnr ?f4#4 5m 4ft 1 

^ d4 (7FW« ^ 41 dft?n ¥4 C4tr^4 4ft41 C^ &*ft%T5 — 

4t44t41 PTdl mT=B 5m fV41 ? (A member from the Coalition Benches : c^m 

4l4?T4 54fT3 t) 4T41 4f%t4 C444 dfC4^ 4m 41, ^t41 41414 f44t 4firfftM3 

\C4m 41 1 (voices 4141^44 CdWTU^ft ^TTd, CdldlftClft 414) 4 444 C^4m 

4f4C4 4Tf4 — 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the honourable member hpeukiug ludougs io 
the Ministerialist Part}'. 

Khan Bhactur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: No, Sir; he is an independent 
member. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I would request the honourable member not 
to sit on that bench. He should sit somewhere else. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wiU see to it. 

Khan Bahadur Hali DADI AHMED, CHPUDHURY: 4^4 c4«^ 
4C44fd41 ¥4 (Nn:#4 4tCd (Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan ; ^C4l^45d4 
C4Tdm ?)4ft4rt4m dlTTCdf^, 4m (TTf^ 5^4^4131 4fH4l41 4frd lyt tSff 44 
:fd1 4pr4f4 dtf4R:4 4l4C44 I ’ #41 4f4C44 “tlTW 41 »ft41 dfr 44 ^3^4 tpft^ Wft(U5 
fCC44l” 4^Nt4 ?ptfd 4t4J 5m. OTl dTSt^TtCd 4m I dWd'tOT 4L fB44T ^ 
4J C4ftC4 ftl 4ftC441 I 4dtC4 4t4J Cdfll ^4 4SI11 4444 ^1 , f 4 S P|fi»tm 
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frrtW rter ’SRT I OT^ ir^Sf village Act. 

^ tprfirj ir ^ i ^ i5^ ^ ^ tor %i 

Minister WW ^sTtOP, (Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik . 

'«^lc.^*i, ) ^t5tUR C^T^Rl 5Ff%TO51 Primary Schoob 

uj C^tC^f ‘^nPTTS C^r5*f C*fC"r?r municipality 

^25r05 ^ ^ (RRr, <r^t, pR-ft TOR, 

\ilikl4li ^rPT ’TOR I (?fR ’fTOR municipalitycj f^rsTO" 3RT 

C^TO frrr^ TO TSnX ^ l ?TO* Primary School TOT fTO c ' ^CH 

— ’TtTl C5tR I I.C.S.iij^ 0E?r«T Primary School- 

^ ^ ''i1?k^ <iI^F5f fros ^ l (A member-^5nr*R 

TOiR’ir firfir fros 57) ^f%TO5i ft’TO srt frrfgf 

^ I fVOTT TO«f 5t?rtc^ ? TOr«f TOT oTfif (RiT’, ^BRtiT TOF *4^ 

TOar (RR I RtTO ^5fl TOT ^5Tf% <TTf^ ^\ , (TT^aRT TO$ I 

{Mr. Cham Chandra Roy: vsTOl TOR C^) ^ TOr' ’Wtot >rrT TO ^ — , 

3Ts5^ u!i<r ^fiTU5 Fft <ii^ Srrtr Ffrtr ? ^rttr 

rtro? «ft^^*rnR ^tfronr — (R jtto 5t^hn ot tot fiRi 

<11^ ^CTOFCR CTOTf^ (Rt^ ? TO ^3TRf% 5TO f^1 

tf^rSR I <il^ 'TOTC’R TOR ajtfittTOl, TOl q :y r 8 T aiH 

car tr<^ % (R, cto 

TOT, fro TOT 5^TO^ (?f^ I ^qror ^srf^ •t® i 

TO TO^T^ *t(J TOR ?^artC5» l ^ TOT ?rR TO TO! 

^i^arfCS^ l C’^fC^ "TSTOTI 80 to I (Mr. Fazlur Rahman 

^ TO? 'asitTOTC^ C^ Ito ? ) TOn CTOt? TO? ?TC? ?1 '^StCTO ^ f^ 

artvs ? BiiJifR t|i^^i'Jl f^fn tfR^R ?r^TO “^tc^ ^tir f^, vijto^ ?i 5tir 

aft^C? ar'TOl (Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : ’gflvlfn 
C’T TOCf fVji’ TOR? ?1 ) Rtf? RtTOtCTO RC^TRH CTO*t TOf? ( voicee : 

fV^arS ?1, f?*R^ ?1 noise and interruption.) 

SPEAKER : t|R R? ?TCTO, Rt^tf? ?TO (the member resumed 
bifi seat) l ?R TOtTO ?TUTO TO^TO pronounciation4, Rf?t? TOfU5 

RfS? ??, OT arc*? ?f? RRt? RRRtR? voice cart-sf CTOC? CTO \5tTOT RtTO ^TTR 
(RRl RtC?l ?fTO TOT, Rtf? RHl ?rf% TOTORl TOl CapfC? ’5*CR Rf? ?tan ?1 frc? 
TOT® CTOR I 

Khtii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs toi ?f? ?Ti cTOi ?T? ’^tTOR 
VQ*? ?CaT TO5 fV? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But that is no reason why he should be interrupted so 
filten. 

Khau Bahadur Ha|i BAD! AHMED ONOWONURY: Rl^ 

y r^CTO TO? (Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : Rt^ TOlRl RWf? fY ?) 
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lOm BlhMkir ABDUL WAHAB KHANt On a point of order. Sir. 
Whether this honourable member who had himself voted for the levy of 
Education Cess under the l*rimar,v Education Act when he was a member 
of the old Council can now speak for the suspension of Education Cess. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is 110 point of order. It i.** open to a member to 
do it. ^ \ 

Klian Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: tfi?? 

Primary Education Act I fif% 

Law (^ourtii^ member ^ r?r ^ I iTtft 

^TfcTt^ ^ fVl ?Tt? I 

f-t^l 1%^ I ?t^in 

^ 1 fra ^ o 

5tc5 6 (^^crf T^cz I c^Ttr^ 

iTTf^ 3t7f7:*r?r <rt . ^®rtiTt?T 

^ ^ I 

^ C7\ i ^rmi 5>r?prm ^ (m^ wK^ i 

fV^i ?i:?t "ypn^ “Gft^rft nfcy^c^' fs^^i ^rfirr^r a!n:j|Tt^ 

f^<r I Tfc^T R?r ^ 

•rfirm ^ ^ ^ ? z:\zz^ i— 

Mr. SPEAKER: ?nrm 3Tm, 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: »rf%7f777nr 

^1 (Mr. Cham Chandra Roy: fr*^OT C^^^THT fV 
C31 ^ oC^T I) ^ ^ ^1 «r fsTTsfc^ ^ 

^ 1 3t^ ^ 4^ C?. ^r4 tV^ tffriftfT 

'5:5T=!r (TPr^ ^ c*fci ^fpr^ cic^ f%«Ti)i ^?7 r i '^ffsrt? 

c^itfiPT rtc5 tft^ coi6o5t ws ^ i 4 ^tw^ 

8 fef% ftni frr!Ft1?i f^«f I ^r5«f'- 

C5f«^ ^ ^ (?FC5H 5r>F SHF i ^ ^ 

<T5t^?n #n5TSc5i:^ i 4 ^ frrm ^ c^’^i Tfci r w ft tf CT 

«fTf% ^rRr3 ^ 1 ^^rs^f'csrc^rir <rf^«ti cn 

?Rrr5^ 3tOTt 1 4 ^ 4^ 4^1 a«»embly, 4<iffc?? HTff^ 

y\ I C3?^8n 4^ 31^, (t\ c>i^ 

feWii ^ I ^ cTT^ mitm (yfk c? ?pt?r 

^ wo <it^, 

f«Trtf^ ; I 3m fhn^ (Mr. Fazlur Rahaman : 

M3 (Pf snr, uitft f^er 

l^lf^ I (A member: ^ ait^ ^m (PfWl laughter, noiae and inter, 

ruption.) 

27 
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Mr SPEAKER : Order, order. It in not quite in keeping with the dignity of 
the House. I appeal to you, gentlemen, to maintain the dignity of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHUBY : 4^ c^tfsp-fsT ’Pftsi 

fsF I tO’IHlill 4^ I 

Mr. ABDULLA-AU MAHMOOD.: On a point of order, Sir. May I know in 
which language the honourable member is speaking. 

Mr. SPEAKER : C31 I 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : Sir, is it permissible for Speaker to give 
biB ruling in Ilengali. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order, it is no point of order at all. I hope at least a 
gentleman in the pfisition of Mr. Abdulla- A1 Mamood should not rise on a ]K>int of 
order like that. Yes, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : 4^ 

tfttr 5^1. ’TH -srfirirRi, CTrf't 

rnr I <?! 3ft fST mortgage f5i=T hO fts'til Sl'tlll 0\ sSHfil education ce884? 

3Ff%irtT:Ei^ I ’Tt^ ^ cM. CT 

'Itn ’n '-fv 5 ‘rf| 3 r!;«T;^ rjpj iTtVIil f 

tsm -anTT IjnrtTE^ I ■4^ 5t5i example I 4? ^t<:< 

^ ^f’t ’stfutttir "hrf^' 4®ftt3> ■jt? 4Ti?i — 

Mr. SPEAKER : sfWtfm JIsTi fhi;P53t, 'JifeWS 3Fv|tgf% 

»ifr>n:*t 1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : ^ 

4^ jr 3 nt frjf. •stsfW ’fl’T tri^dcsr 

-n ? (At this stage there was blue light) ttR 0 f^*T I 

f^PTlY I 1 TW 'hf’tld 4? ’’tft’TC’H wSi 31^*1 dti? O’! ’f^C^S 

Ttun:?. CY YH JtrMirCYY nd appeal ^firalfsr I itYI *rdpr vff 

^ fS nittiR — ’sfWn fYSfi Ytfsn ^ 

(member of the Coalition Party ! (7I&1 ’tCYn? C'fd CYY laughter) 

4sftd '*rtf 5 mi yIy "•TtYTcYY ^ 4 «fn:Y yi i (Uf. abdue 

MoTAuaB Malik : Coti? fYYlC^ dY ? 4i:^ ?) Cot^ fttflti; 

'^CY, ^ I Yltfjr 4 ^ fYolrtlY ^WY Cotto 'StfYYiY, 

cwnsYlY, «rfY«rYtY ycw Ytci? Ytfcn yiy ^WYtm ytiy 4c*r^tY wo Ytmi 

ti l iYW l OSt^lY I (Noioe and intenruptions.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. Yl dYlg fp YfC?Y YfTYY YYR I 

KhM Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : a(Hf% Yn*tYtY CYWOTY 
dWeS *tttYYYl YtlYlY yMYIY fYF r 'YHIy Y tftY *IYY YIYId YItYY Y 1 , ^YlYlY Y|*IYTY fVf 
Hr. SPEAKER : xgMlY rttlYY CYR r 
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Kium Bahadur Haji BAOl AHMED CHOUDHURY : ^ ^ ^ 

^TtCf ^ ^ I (uproar) C? ^* 

?pFH TOR, W( ^ rm ^ I ?vft— ^ 5 tC 5 CWft 

fror jtCTS (Khan Bahadur 

Abdul Wahab Khan : TOT ^ ^ ?) >5n 

JTC^ 4TOT ^5>0h-04'5 I OHRtC^ OCT 

'9f^T^ ^ ^ ^rfirc^ tot I ’*fmtr|p iilTOT 

^ ^ 3 TtTOR Uppor Housoiil CTO, ^^ 1 ^ 

TO ?R TO ilTOF Addvms T^Tl C^tTO ?1T ^ nc«r 

<^- 5 rrTO fV 5 T"^? ^^f*tr?r i^rm^Ry 4 ^ ^ ^ TOR 

^ ^ff^TT TOR. 4^? TOTT ftm CRTR ^ TORTf^ TOR I ftni 'TO? ftf I 
TO? ?ITOn I TO ^ ?fTOt? ^ftTOf? ©f<*Rfr ^ ?r^COT? 

?i, ?t?c 3?'3 ?R^T ^ ^f%?i ?t?c^ I ^TOn *nn ?ff??i 4 ^ tpTOf? 4 to i 

TOTRF hTO, 'arrfi ?Tfi? I Ito «jf^fC?f ?RR I TOT? CTO? (A voioo-I 

^ c? TOT ?tf% o*r ?f?r) frft? *Rn ??? tot? f^??fgii ■sftft 

TO ^1 ?^in ^ r i ^c??^ fM^ ‘^TTTOTfr^tc?^ ®?t^?t? fe^r i 5>'i[Tr? 

C?^‘3f%, TO5?, TO TO5 TO TOT TO^* 4C?tT:^ feTO?t? ^ I 

TOtotct; ^toi?i to ?rtoi ^ TOt? TO TOt? 4 ?rc^ Hiu* ^ifir?i 

5f%ri ■^t?^ ^C?. TO?1 C^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER : .pvfpT ^rcsf ^TOT? ?^?T f^?C?? ?"?# f?' y 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI : 4JT^ military nocret 4 ?^ ?1 I 

Khah Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHAUDHURY : TOT? 4 TO ?r??T? 

c^ tott:*r h?TO ??rr^3r, c?TOr 51to toi? 4c?tc3? C'\c ^ — 

(At this stage the inemher having reurhed the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Adjournment. 

” The House was then adjourned at 7 - 4 ') p.m. till ' 1 -dO p.m. on Monday, 
the 14 th February, 1944 , at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
14tL February, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed N.vusher Ali), in the Chair, 
12 Hon'ble Ministers and 180 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(Ah Hoon as the starred question No. 82 was called. ) 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, the files are not with me and the 
Hon’ble Minister has left Calcutta. So this question may be held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All ripht. Let the (luestions to be replied to by the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy stand over. 

(Questions *82, 30, 31 and 32 were accordingly held over.) 

Restriction Ortler on the **Amrita Bazar Patrika”. 

•83. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: on Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in char^^’e ot the Home (Press) Dejmrtment bt* }>leased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

(/) the (fovernor was pleased to order under Order No. 928Pr,, dated 
('alcutta, the 8tb October, 1943, “that any matter relating to 
economic conditions in Bengal, the food and supply situation, 
relief and distress and the Civil Defence Services or organisations 
shall, before being published in the Arnnta Bazar Fatrika news- 
]>apers, till further orders be submitted for scrutiny to the Special 
Press Adviser, Calcutta;” and 

(lO the Governor was pleased under Order No. 927Pr., dated the 8th 
Octolajr, 1943, to prohibit the printing or publishing within the 
Province of Bengal of document containing a referent^e by way of 
comment or otherwise to order referred to in clause (f)? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(r) Has the attention of the Hon'ble Minister Wen drawn to the fact that 
after the passing of tJie above orders on the A mrita Bazar Patrika the editorial 
eolumns of the Amrita Bazar Patrika were kept blank from the 14th October, 
1843, for about 50 days? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment took any steps to remove the abovementioned restrictions imposed on the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika? 
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(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (.») (O and (n) Yes. 

ih) For publishing two editorial articles whi(‘h in the opinion of the 
Government were subversive in nature and contained veiled incitements to 
violence. 

(r) Yes. 

id) The Order was withdrawn on the Ist December, 1943. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr« ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. SupplenKuitarv Question, Sir. :ff\ 

^ tfT C5UR ftp 3TOT 

violencei]3T ^ ^T1 (?FtUI. 

editorial ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs Oovernment did not stop the 
publication of editorials: (Tovernmeut simply served an onler asking that 
any editorial touching up(»n certain points should be submitted for pre- 
censorship. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Supplementar\ Question, Sir. 

editorial censure ^ ^1 

^ trbff ^ 

% editorial censure* ^ C?rt<f 7^ f 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference t«) question (/n (ii) 
where])y the (iovernor was pleasetl under Onler No 9l*7Fr., dated the tSth 
October, HMd, to ])rohibit the printing or publishing within the Province 
of Bengal of document containing a reference by way of comment f>r other- 
wise to order referred to in clause (i), will the Hon’lile Minister be jdeased 
to state if his attention has been drawn to any c(»ntravention of this order 
in this province ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is in a jmsition to take action against any, 
party which has contravened this order? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y'ea. if GovernmenFs attention it 
drawn to it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
to state if Government's attention has been drawn to a publication in tht 
Ojficwl Gazette of the second order having reference to the first order? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaaad 
to state if Government is in a position to take anj' action against the publi- 
cation of that order if it is reproduced in any newspaper or journal outside? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Dftt NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS If the exact copy of the Gazette notifica- 
tioii is reproduced? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of legal opinion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the reasons for not allowing publication of the 
fact that such an order was servefl upon them ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because the Arnnta Bazar Fatnka 
in two editorials of the 28th and 29th Sei)tember entitled “A note of 
warning” and ‘‘These bitter lessons” likened the situation in Bengal to 
the situation in Petrograd on the eve of the revolution and the articles 
asserted that the situation in Bengal was such that a revolution like that of 
Petrograd was inevitable. That is why Government had to take action 
because it offended against the Defence of India Rules. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my question is : what are the 
reasons for not allowing any publication of the fact that an order of ban had 
been jjassed upon the Amnia Bazar Patrika by the Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So that there might not be any 
comments or discussion over the points of the subject matter that was 
banned. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my que stion is not about 
comments or reference. My question specifically is: what are the reasons 
for not allowing i)uhli<‘ution of the order served on the Amnia Bazar 
PatnkaY 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So ;is to stoji pre'is atrilution. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Did the Government consider the desir- 
ability of prosecuting the newspaper if there was any incitement to violence 
in that paper? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government did not think it 
necessary to go to that extreme length. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state if the action was taken because the Government of Bengal was 
apprehensive of a revolution like the Petrograd revolution as mentioned by 
the Parliamentary Secretary which might lead to the establishment of a 
Government in India like the Soviet Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. As there was a veiled 
incitement to violence Government did not think it advisable to allow such 
things to be published. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Did the Government consult the legal 
authority as to whether the alleged statement made by the Amrita Bazar 
l^atrika was not of that nature but w’as merely in the nature of a friendly 
advice to prevent violence in the province? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government had taken legal advice. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Government be pleu^ed 
to state whether the fact of such an order was v.uhlished in any paper 
patronised by Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already answered that 
question . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to lay on the Table the lep'al opinion that he took on this matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALf: I am not prepared to do that. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E. Supplementary Guest ion, Sir, 

^ ^ Pr (TfSi 

pTTTn:^ officer ^ ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not prepared to answer that. 

Transfer of security prisoner Mr. Preoranjan Das Cupta to Calcutta for 
medical treatment. 

*84. Hr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the ll(»me Ih'partment l)e pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that^ — 

(<) security ])risoner Mr. Preorunjan Das Gupta u(>w detained in the 
Jalpaiguri dail has been suffering from kidney troubles for a long 
time j)aftt ; and 

ill) the Sui>erinten(lent of the dalpaiguri Jail who hai)pens to be the Civil 
Surgeon of that di.strict and who has been treating him all the 
rime and the Hoard of Vi.sitors who recently visited tlie security 
prisoners there have strongly recommended for his transfer to 
('ub'Utta for ju'oper medical treatment? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affinnative, is the Hou’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of transferring him to (.’alcutta for his treatment 
without any further delay ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): Ot) (oThe security prisoner now confined in tlje 
Kajshahi Central dail suffered from paiii over the kidney region s<mie time 
in October, PMtJ, and for a few hours from renal c<di<* on Dt August, 
and 29tli August^ PMd. \o signs stone were seen on X-ray skiagram, 
and the urine examination showed nothing ahnormal. 

(li) Yes. 

(/;) At present the prisoner is not in need of any medical treatment. If 
on medical advice a transfer to Calcutta becomes advisable, I shall certainly 
consider it. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M^^ith reference to the dates of ailment 
of this prisoner from Octol>er, 1942, to 29th August. 1943, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state bow many times during this long period of about 
a year the patient had coniplalne<] of pain in the region of the kidney? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 
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Mr. OHARU CHAMDRA ROY: With reference to answer (a) (?V), will 
the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to tell the House whether the C’ivil Surgeon 
of Jalpaiguri strongly recommended him to be transferred to Calcutta for 
treat men 1 't 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He did recommend hi.s transfer but 
not strongly. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell the House why he was not transferred in spite of this recommendation 
of the Civil Surgeon who was the Superintendent of the Jalpaiguri Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Superintendent of the Jail 
recommended his transfer which was for a change of atmosphere to brighten 
up his mental and physical lassitude. The Inspector-General of Prismi.s here 
examined his history sheet and found that there was no urgent neces>ity of 
transferring him to Calcutta. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please^ 
to state whether the recommendation of the (’ivil Surgeon or of the Super- 
intendent was made only for giving an opportunity of having a holiday 
pleasure here or on medical grounds ? 

Khan BahSdur MOHAMMED ALI. I have already answered tliat. It 
was for a change of atmosphere — that was the exact wording. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Was it not desirable on medical 
ground ? 

Khill Bfthadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not exactly but on semi-medical 
ground — to brighten up physical and mental outlook. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to the answer just now 
given that the Superintendent merely recommended tliat the prison«*r should 
be transferred to brighten his mental condition, do I understand G(»vernment 
to say that their policy is to darken the mental condition of the prisoners? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer “Yes” 
t-o the question («) (fM, namely, whether the Superintendent of the 
Jalpaiguri Jail who happens to be the Civil Surgeon of that district and who 
has l>een treating him all the time and the Board of Visitors who recently 
visited the security prisoners there ’have strongly recommended for his 
transfer to Calcutta for proper medical treatment, and the separate answer 
just now given that it was not for medical treatment, will the Hon’hla 
Minister he pleased to explain the answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No explanation is necessary. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question is 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is only elaboration and no question. You cannot 
ask for explanation like that. 

, Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why in view of the physical condition of Preoranjan Das 
Gupta, he cannot be released? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tbat u a different matter. That 
does not arise out of this question. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In view of his present condi- 
tion — 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have stated that Ins eoudition has 
improved. Within 29 days his weight went up from ItuS Ihs. (n 178 lbs. 
Since tlie ‘29th August lie has had no attack of renal colic. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to whkh was laid on the table) 

Detention of Mrs. Bimal Protiva Debi* 

33. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) Is the Hon Me Minister in 
charge of the Home t Jails) Department aware that Mrs. Bimal Protiva Debi 
now in Presidency Jail has been detained under rule ‘2() of Defence of India 
Rules ? 

ib) Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state when the last term of her 
imprisonment before her present detention expired P 

(cl Is it a fact that she was detained under Defence of India Rulea 
immediately after the expiry of her last term of im]>risonmentP 

{<]) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (c/i and (o Yes. 

{b) On doth March, 1943. 

{(I) Orders for continued detention of Mrs. Bimal Protiva Debi were 
issued with a view to prevent her from acting in any manner prejudicial to 
the defence of British India, the public safety, the maintenance of public 
order and the efficient pro.secution of the war. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state how man> times has this lud_\ been placed undei detention or inqirison- 
ment during the last lo years P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ari.«»e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question relates to the continued 
detention of this lady. She was convicted and immediately on release, she 
was again detained. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Detention after conviction? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; 1 am seeking the continuity of her 
detention or rather let us know how long this lady has been under detention 
or imprisonment continuously. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She has been under detention alter 
the expiry of her term of imprisonment since the 30th March, 1940. 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How long has this lady bfen under 
detention or under the custody of the Government from the present perioTl 
backwards 

Khftfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS This question deals with detention 
after the expiry of her term of imprisonment. I can give the periods so far 
as her conviction is ooncenied and her continued detention on the expiry of 
the term. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before the conviction was she under 
detention ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mri NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How long was she in imprisonment 
before this detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She was convicted and .sentenced to 
simple imprisonment for one year and a fine of Rs. 250 and, in default, >imple 
imprisonment for another six months. She served her full term ot imprison- 
ment and as she did not pay her fine, .she had to undergo simple impri.soii- 
ment for another six mouths, hut on account of good conduct, there was a 
remission of 15 days. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to 
inform us what led the Government to think tliat she would he acting 
prejudicially to the defence of British India while she was for a long time, 
namely, for ahout a year and a half, in jail cuslody? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Beca u.se of her antecedents. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege. Sir. The 
question matier ha.s not improved. We have got only three ([iie.stioiiN toda\ . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th ese are the only question.-^ that have been received, 
I understand. 

Adjourmnent Motion. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have given 
notice of an adjournment motion that the busine.ss of the A.s.sembly do now 
adjourn for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the situation arising out of 
the defects in the working of the rationing r.cheme for Calcutta which have 
become manifest after its operation for a fortnight and which unless forth- 
with remedied will seriously endanger the health and life of the people. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I think, Sir, that this motion is inadmissible 
under the rules of the business because this is neither urgent nor definite. 
It is not definite because he has ,said ‘"arising out of the defects*' that have 
been revealed during the working of this scheme for a fortnight. The 
n«kture of the defects has not been indicated, not even hinted. Therefore, 
Sir, it has not been indicated in the motion what is the relationship between 
these def«»cts and the situation which he has referred to. Therefore this 
matter is not definite. 
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And then this is not urjfent because he has not said that even during this 
fortnight when this scheme has been in operation any bad effe(‘t ha.s been 
produced either on the health or on the life of the people who are receiving 
these rations during this fortnight. He has not said anything to come to 
the conclusion that unless the defects are forthwith remedied they wdll 
interfere either with the health or the life i)f the people. 'Iherefore the 
matter is not at all urgent if no bad effect has been produced during this 
fortnight and it cannot be said that innnediatel\ ther(‘ is going to be u 
danger either with regard to the health or \\ilh regard to the life of the 
people. 

Therefore, Sir, on that ground also it is vague; the result \Nas also not 
indicated. As I have said, neither the detect in>r the effect has been imli- 
cated. It is only a t)resunipti(»n that a parti<*ular effect will be ])rodu(‘ed. 
If you allow this motion, Sir, then in that case any nnunber of this House 
can come forward with an t^xpres^ion of opinion and make it a matter of 
urgent public inijiortama*. 'rherefore. Sir. I feel that this is both vague and 
also that it is not urgent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I make a submission in this con- 
nectiony We are reall\ stirprised at the obji*ctions raise<l by tlie t hief Whip 
of (roveninient on a motion of this charaettw. The specific ami definite 
issue tliat m> esteemed friend l)i. Mookerjee seeks to raise is a situation 
arising out of a certain mattei. A situation has been definitely created — 
mdiodv can deii_\ tha%. (Khun llahadur Moii\mmi?i) Am: \\ bat is the 
situationy* The situation ma\ be good, bud or indifferent. This we shall 
discuss later At this stage I am not tryin*’ to convince tin* members about 
the nature oi the situation; it may be right, wrong, ))ad or iiiTlifferent . I 
am only taking the technical a.sj>ect ot tht‘ ([uestion of admissibility of the 
motion, and 1 ho]»e honourable members will bear with me for a few- minutes, 
If 1 am within the rules, there is no leason why nierel> because certain 
thing.s appear on one side to be indefinitt* th<* motion should be disallowed. 
The motion seeks to raise a discussion on a matter of urgent public import- 
ance; there cannot be an,\ doubt about it that rationing in ( alcutta involving 
30 lakhs ot jieople is an important matter of public imjiortance, 1 hope 
even the enthusiastic (’hief Whip of (ioveriiment will not deny it. 
(Mr. F.vzixn Kahman : It must be definite. f Tlie two things that tin- motion 
has to satisfy are whether it is a definite matter ami whether it is a matter of 
public importance. (Rai Hvhk.npra N ^tii ('n\ri»in iu: Recent oecurren(‘e.) 
Whether it is a recent occurrence or not is a matter which is not disputed. 
I hope that so far as the second part is concerned thert* is no douht about 
it. Dispute !ia.s been raised about it.s definitenes.s and I shall show that in 
the past we had several adjournment motions admitted here in this House 
in which the situation has been made a “definite matter”. Our friends who 
are now in the Government, while (hey were in the Opposition, sought to 
move an adjournment motion on the situation createil through certain 
measures taken at a certain college by disallowing certain students to have 
certain demonstrations. That is a matter which, so far as I remember, was 
permitted. The technical ground was not taken, but thereafter it was 
shown that it was fuh judice. Certain portions of that incident w^ent to the 
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Court and therefore it could not be taken up. There were numerous other 
similar incidenls in the past. If the statement that Dr. Mookerjee has 
suhmitte<l is taken along with his motion, the definite character of this 
motion is clarified. The statement nms thus 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot read that now. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you do not allow me, I do not want to 
read the whole of it. But I shall read only a few sentences to show the 
definite character of the motion, and how the member who gave notice of the 
motion made it definite in his statement. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that is permissible at this stage. I 
must make my position clear. I have got my own idea about the interpre- 
tation of the rules, which differs on material points from the existing 
practice. But I have got to follow the existing practice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why, Sir^ If you differ from 
the existing practice, why should you follow it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ( onventions grow uj) and 1 do not think it Wf)uld be 
desirable all on a sudden to change the existing practice, without consulting 
the party leaders. I propose to do that shortly, but in the meantime I am 
only following the existing practice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, I shall complete my arguniimts. 
The two definite things that have been indicated : (1) bad ijuality of 
rice that is being supplied, and (2) storage (»f large <)uantit> of rice in an 
unhygienic condition in the Botanical Garden. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Be brief. Base >our arguments on the motion itself, 
as it is. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL • Yes, Sir. The body of the motion does 
not include definite matters of that chuiacter, but the subjec t-matter which 
is sought to be discussed is very definite. It is the effect or effects of the 
experience arising from the introduction of rationing in (alcutta during 
the last few days and the operation for a fortnight which unless forthwith 
remedied will seriously endanger the health and life of the people. That 
is a matter which, I submit. Sir. is very definite and is a matter of very 
great public importance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, rule mi lays down; A 
member desiring to ask for leave to move a motion for the adjcmrnment of 
the business of the Assembly for the purpose of discussing a definite matter 
of urgent public importance must hand to the Secretary before noon on the 
day on which he desires to ask for such leave a copy of the motion proposed 
to be moved, together with a short statement of the matter proposed to be 
discussed.” So, Mr, Speaker, the motion as well as the statement of the 
matter proposed to be discussed are to be read together in order to find out 
whether the matter proposed to be moved is definite or not. If you read 
rules 99 and 1(H) together you will find. Sir, that you will have to read the 
motion as well as the statement in order to find out whether the matter 
relates to a definite matter of urgent public importance. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAt: On a point of order^ Sir. Is it 
not permissible for a member moving an atfiournmeiit motion to satisfy you 
about its atblmissibility-4)y reproducing the points set forth in the written 
statement? What is the harm if the statement is read out in 

Mr. SPEAKER. The point is that 1 am in a didicult jmsition us I have 
already said. 1 am bound to a certain extent by the existing practice. If 
I had a free hand, 1 would have decided in quite a difterent way. Hut the 
position is this. 

As I understand tiie practice, you have got to base your arguments on 
the adjournment motion which is before the House, ami the statement of 
facts is not before the House. If it is not before the House ami if it is 
allowed to go in, it means a discussion of the entire thing. AVhile discussing 
the question ot admissibility, it is not pertinent tj) refer to the siutement . 
which is not before the Hou.se. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. the question of admis. 
gibility is a (question which is for the Speaker to ilecide. It is not a (jue.stion 
whicli is to be decoded by the (irovernment. It is a question which has to be 
decided, as I said, by the Speaker. Now, Sir, tin* rules regarding tlie 
adjournment motion re(|uire that the motion should be sup}demented by 
a statement. It it was rc'quired that the motion should be self-contained 
and nothing should be added to the motion to explain the occasion and cir- 
cumstances of the motion, its urgencv or definiteness, then the matter 
would be ditfereiit. The rules re(|uire that the motion ought to be su]q)le- 
inented by a statement so that the statement >^ill explain the nature* of the 
motion and help the Speaker to arrive at a correct ilec'ision regarding the 
admissibility of the motion. The statement is nujuiied for the very purjioHe 
of explaining the nature ot the motion to the Speaker so that he can hring 
his judgment to bear on the motion and decide upon the <pie.Mt ion ot admis- 
sihility. Government may raise (d»jection to it but it is f(»r tlie Speaker 
io come to a deci.sion on the motion after considering the statement whicli is 
appended to the motion. So, Sir, it is for you to d(*cide, whether in view 
of the statement tiiat has been apjiended to the motion, the motion has been 
made sufficientl^y definite to lie admitted under the rules. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, your predecessor in office 
-enunciated a principle that ordinarily an adjournnienl motion would not be 
accepted during the Budget ses.sion, unless the matter dealt with w’as of 
extreme urgency and importance, in view’ ot the fact that the members of 
the House would get enough opportunities l<» discuss these matters during 
the demands for grants. In the circumstances. Sir, I want t(» know whether 
you will follow the ruling laid dowm by your prerlecessor in office. 

Dr. tYAMAPRA8A0 MOOKERdEE: Sir 

Mr« SPEAKERS Dr. Mookerjee, before you speak on the admissibilitPy 
I think it desirable that 1 should say something with regard to the point! 
raised by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. He has stated that admissibility 
is a matter entirely for the Speaker and that therefore in discussing thie 
admi.ssibility discussion of the statement should be allowed. Now I have 
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already told you more than once that I am in a somewhat difficult position 
which arises out of the existing practice. I thought that it would not be 
necessary for me to give any indication of my viewa today because that may 
not he quite proper. I have once stated tliat I will not give my views in 
the House witliout consulting the leaders of parties. But you have raised 
a point which practically compels me to give a decision on that. Therefore, 
if you insist on that 1 have got to give my ruling but that may not be taken 
in any way as resiling from my previous position regarding consulting 
leaders. If the leaders agree, of course. 1 can give my present ruling 
which may he changed afterwards. If that is not the position I would 
rather like that my views may not he insisted upon today hecause 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In any case you have got to give vour 
ruling. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I know. It would he better, without discussing it in 
the House, if the leaders met me and discussed it. So today I hope there 
will not be any insistence that I should give a ruling. 

Bai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI; We do not insist on your 
ruling. The iiuestion tonight is if the ad.iournment motion cannot he 
admitted.^ That cannot he decided without your giving a ruling on that 
point. AV e an* all helplossj what can we ilo*^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Specifit* deci.sion on a .^specific matter 
may be given without prejmlice to the general (pierstion. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: So far as your ruling 0,1 the 
general question i.s eoneerned that may he jiostiumed until you have an 
opportunity of diHeusKing the matter in detail with the leader.'^ of the dift’eient 
parties in the Legislature, hut Sir, today the .specific (jue.stion is as regard.s 
the admisMsihility of the adjournment motion which I have moved. Ohjec- 
tion has been taken that this is not definite. It is not denied that the matter 
is urgent. It isS not denied that the matter is one of great public importance 
but the question is whether the motion as it reads is sufficiently definite 
or not. (A voiee; AVhut about urgency'^) I shall come to the que.stion 
of urgency presently. So fur us the definiteness of the motion is eoneerned 
what does the motion sa;) ? It says that the House do adjourn to consider the 
situation arising out of the defects in the working of the Rationing Scheme 
which has become manifest after its operation for a fortnight and which 
unless forthwith remedied will seriously endanger the health and life of the 
people. My point is that the manner in which the Rationing Scheme has 
been planned and workeil creates a situation which threatens the health 
and life of the people of this city and the que.stion is what are the defects. 
The defects are mentioned in the statement, which I am not going to read 
out, annexed to the motion. AVhat is the position of this statement under 
rule 991^ It is obligatory on me. as I send a copy of the motion to the 
Legislative Assembly office, to send also a short statement of the matter 
proposed to be discussed. Now, if the motion by itself was intended to be 
OOmplete in character, then there would have lieen no necessity for a state* 
ment at all. This is a matter which you as Speaker will have to decide 
whether the motion is admissible or not. What are the materials on which 
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you will arrive at your decision? The maferiab will be, in the first place, 
the motion itself and in the second place the statement accmnpanyinff the 
motion. Under rule 100 it is oblijratory upon you to read out the statement 
to the Assembly so that the House may know if any objection is taken that 
the .Speaker has proceeded not only on the motion whicli has been read out 
by the proposer but also on the statement includin^^ detailed facts on which 
the iindion is based. If any objection is taken, the procedure is laid down. 
Imme<liately you will have to find out if there are ot) members who are of 
opinion that the motion should be taken up. If oO members do not rise, 
the motion falls. But I submit, in view of the ^rave nature of the allega- 
tions, which have been made in the statement, which >ou have precluded 
me from readiug out but Avliich 1 hope >ou will presently read out yourself 
according t(> rule 10(1, in view of all the facts which are stated there an»l the 
physical demonstration of some samples which 1 have brought with me and 
whicli I propose to present to the members of the Assembly and to the 
Hitn ble Ministers, I do not think that there will he any member of this 
House who will dispute that this matter is not of siitlicienf iletiniteness. 
Theie are worms and inse(*ts moving about inside this box (shown). 

I do not think that any jilea will be taken that this matter is not definite, 
not to say that it is not urgent ami of sullicient jmblic importance. So far 
as the .suggestion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali is concerneil, namtdy, 
that there will be amjib* time to consider this matter during the budget 
discussion 1 do .say that we cannot afford io wail for such u long time 
indeed. We want that the matter should be ihrashed out by a Irank dis- 
cussioii in the Assembly becau.se this is the oiil.\ place when* tlu‘> can he 
discussed so that the defect.s may be rcmeilied before it is too lute. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sii. the rules relating to 
adjournment motion are rules 9b, 97 and 98. Buh* 9b says tliut a motion for 
an adjournment of th«* business of the Assembly lor the purjinse of iliscu.ssing 
a definite matter of urgent public iiiquu lance may be made with the (amsent 
of the Speaker. I would like to submit, Sir. that there wu.s not one occasion 

on which an adjournment has been allowed on such a vague statement 

(Dr. Syam.\i*r\s\d Mookerjee: It is certainly not vague, Sir.) It is, 

I submit, vague in this sense that no defect in the rationing scheme ha» 
been mentioned (Dr. X.yLiNAg.sii.y Sanyal : But the defects are men- 

tioned in the statement which Dr. Mookerjee has not Wen allowed to read 

out.) 1 submit, Sir, that the motion is vaguely worded and that ultliough 

defects are likely to take place, there i.s certainly nothing to apprehend that 
the matter is very urgent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand that I am not calWl upon to give reasons 
although I have invariably given reasons w'henever I have given important 
nilings. Circumstances compel me in this particular case not to give any 
reasons. I will simply say whether I allow' it or not. 1 feel Uj a certain 
extent ethbarrassed and that is why I am taking this course tralay. But I 
want to consult the leaders of different parties this ivery day if that can 
conveniently be arranged, but, if not, tomorrow. In the meantime I regret 
1 cannot allow this motion. 
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SrMut NARENDRA NATH DAS CURTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have 
given notice of an adjournment motion to which I have received your con- 
sent. The motion runs thus: I beg to move that this Assembly do now 
adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent 
occurrence, namely, the callousness and indifference shown by the authorities 
in not attending to the victims of a storm which was the cause of sinking 
the 8S. “Rudra” operating on the Hularhat-Bagerhat line and many 
country boats in the river Eacha in Barisal district, in suppressing the news 
for f3leven days so that relatives and the sympathetic public could not do 
their little bit in this matter and in ordering to bold a purely official enquiry 
at a place far removed from the place of occurrence. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I submit that this motion 
is not in oVder, firstly, because there is no question of urgency now. Sir, 
the Inland Steam Ves.sels Act provides that as soon as a report comes of the 
sinking of any vessel the local authority concerned will make an enquiry 
and report the matter to the Provincial Government. The Tvocal Govern- 
ment has been informed and the preliminary report has come to the Local 
Government. Government is now considering the matter. But I submit 
that there is no question of urgency in the matter. As far as the (luestion 
of suppression of the news is concerned, to which the honourable member 
has alluded, 1 submit that that (piestion can better be taken up at the time 
of the discussion of the budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Das Gupta, can you give me the date on which the 
liner was sunk ? 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: It is given in the statement, 
namely, the 21Hh of January, D)44. 

Mr. SPEAKER. But when did you get the information? 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Government suppressed the 
news, and I got it in a letter received on Saturday last. 

Mr. A. F. STARK. So far as this question is concerned. Sir, I understand 
that the report was published on the lOth February, and if .so, it would 
Appear that the honourable menil>er has not taken the earliest opportunity of 
bringing in an adjournment motion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA QHOSE : Sir, C? newspaperiij 

publication (7T ^ housed 

newspaperti)^ ’TST ’TvW ^ ^ ^ ^ newspaper 

motion ^ W1 I 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: There was an announcement by the 
District Magistrate. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: There has not been any 
Announcement by the District Magistrate. 

Mr* SPEAKER I 1 have tried to get facts but 1 am sorr>' to say that 
Government is not in a poistion to give me the facts. I want to know when 
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the liner was sunk, when that fact came to the notice of jQovernnient and 
when it was published so that 1 may ascertain if there had been any 
delay 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is another factor also to be 
considered. After the newspaper report is available the member has got 
to get it verified and collect materials. My friend says that he got the 
report verified on Saturday last. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there was an announcement 
by the District Magistrate calling on witnesses to appear before the District 
Magistrate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: When was it? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS That I do not exactly remember. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: This shows sheer callousness on the 
part of Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Government first received 
the news on the 1st February; a telegram w’as received from the District 
Magistrate saying that on the 29th January the liner “lludru” was sunk 
and he and the Subdivisional Officer proceeded to the place of occurrence 
for holding a preliminary enquiry. Then, Sir, another telegram came giving 
some information about the incident on the 8th February and we received 
that information. So far as the publication in newspapers is concerned, it 
was not formally sent to Goveniment at that stage but I am sure it was 
promptly published in the newspapers some four or five days ago. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. 1 w'ould like to point out, Sir, that it should 
not only be of recent occurrence but it should be so urgent that the discus- 
sion is urgently requiretl. Hie fact is there that the ship has been sunk. 
If the discussion does not take place today wdiat effect it would have, that 
is the standard by which you are going to judge. It can be taken up 
during Budget Demand. 1 think no question of urgency does arise. 
Therefore it is not a matter of urgent public importance. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: The statement of Mr. Shahabmldin and 
the subsequent statement of my esteemed friend Mr. Fazlur Bahman clearly 
go to prove the fact that since the receipt of that infonnation on the Ist 
of February up till today they have been sitting tight, callous and indifferent 
and did not take any action whatsoever. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, urgency arises 
in this way. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Why did you not come earlier? 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: I got the letter only yester- 
day from the Secretary of the Relief Committee. Government have not yet 
made any publication and I got it from the Secretary’ of the Relief Committee 
that these are the facts. The Governmental attitude has been clearly stated 
in the statement of facts and that becomes urgent. Moreover, Government 
have notified today that they will hold an enquiry on the question at a place 
28 
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far removed from the place of occurrence. Therefore if the Government do 
not change this policy then the whole enquiry will be vitiated and people 
will get no redress or relief whatsoever. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This occurrence took place on the 29th January, 1944, 
and I am told by an honourable member of the Opposition that the matter 
appeared in the press on the 8th February. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: No, Sir, on the 10th. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let it be 10th, it does not matter much. It appeared 
in the press on the 10th and today is the 14th. Even if it appeared on the 
10th, you could have come up on the 10th. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, before you give your ruling may I 
submit one thing? It appears. Sir, that there is some misunderstanding 
about the subject matter proposed to be discussed. The subject matter 
proposed to be discussed is not the sinking. The sinking took place on the 
29th January; the publication of the report about the sinking might have 
been available on the lOth February. But the subject matter proposed to 
be discussed is the conduct of Government officials at the place, the report 
about which never appeared in the newspapers and the re])ort about which 
was only available from a rejmrt which my esteemed friend has ol)tained from 
the Secretary of the local Relief Committee w’hich w’as available only day 
before yesterday, and the earliest opportunity that might arise is today and 
not earlier. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May 1 just point out to you, Sir, that 
there seems to be some misconception with regard to the subject matter of 
this adjournment motion. This adjournment motion does not seek to 
censure Government for the storm or for the sinking of the ship, news of 
whioh came out on the lOth. What it seeks to do is to censure Government 
for the callousness and indifference shown by them in the handling of the 
situation after the event took place. From the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Minister it seems that Government have taken no action whatso* 
ever so far, to which matter attention is being drawn by this adjournment 
motion. Therefore the date of the occurrence or the date of publication 
of the news of the incident is of no consequence whatsoever in deciding 
whether this adjournment motion is in order or not. The honourable 
member has got information that Government have been guilty of callous- 
ness and indifference and he got that information on Saturday last and he 
has come forthwith before this House with this adjournment motion. These 
are the matters which you will kindly take into consideration in considering 
whether there is urgency or not. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, a point pertinent for further 
enquiry would be to ffnd out when the esteemed friend of the honourable 
member from the municipalities of Murshidabad got that report from the 
other esteemed friend who was the Secretary of the local Relief Committee. 
The date of that report would be eeantiel for tbe enquiry to be made. 
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Or« NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I oon stniightway mention for the 
information of my friend and the House that I have understood it only today 
and here and now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The adjournment motion runs thus: The House do 
adjourn to discuss a deiinite matter of great public importance and of recent 
happening, that is, the callousness and indifference shown by the authorities 
in not attending to the victims of a storm which was the cause of the sinking 
of SS. "‘Rudra” operating in so and so. The point is “the callousness and 
indifference shown by the authorities in not attending to”. As far as I can 
see the W'ord “authorities” is not sufficiently clear. The authorises, that 
is, the local authorities might have been negligent. For that reiisou (Jovern- 
ment cannot be held re.sponsible. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sir, the District Magistrate 
was negligent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That fact itself is not sufficient to fix the responsibility 
on the Government. If I remember aright in this very House this »iuesiiou 
was once discussed and a ruling like thi.s was given by Sn Aziziil llaiiue that 
it may be that the Government itself wull censure that officer. Therefore, 
the very fact that a particular officer or authority is negligent in the di.s- 
charge of his dutie.s will not make it by that fact alone the subject matter of 
an adjournment moticni in this House. I have ver^ grave doubts with ri‘gard 
to that. 

Secondly, it has been stated that the sinking or the date of the sinking 
is not at all material but the callousness in not attending to the victims is 
material. So far as 1 can see the attending to the victims who died in the 
river was certainly synchronized with the sinking. Therefore, this in- 
difference and callousness necessarily to a verj' great extent, if not wholly, 
refers to that ver>' day. 

The third point that I can see here is that an attempt is being made to 
censure the Government for suppressing the news for 11 days--ll days will 
;ake us to the 10th or the 9th. 

Therefore, if these facts are judged, can it be said ibut the honourable 
member has come to this House with the greatest promptitude K In my 
opinion he has not» and I regret therefore that 1 cannot allow this motion. 

The Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to lay the amend- 
uents to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, before the Assembly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Wo have 
received a set of rules or amendments to the Motor Vehicles Rules this 
Htemoon as we were entering the House which, I suppose, are all the 
umendments that are being now laid on the table. A careful scrutiny of 
Rose shows that the first one is dated 19th February, 1940 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me understand what is your point of order. 
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Or, ‘NALINAK8HA SANYALs My poiot is that these rules have noi 
been laid on the floor of the Assembly as required under the Motor Vehiclei 
Act which require that previous to their bein^r accepted and made a pan 
of the rules of the Motor Vehicles Act they have to be laid and the Houst 
has a right to propose alterations and amendments. You will find that o! 
these rules some of them were made before the previous two sessions of the 
Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I can at once tell you that you can discusi 
these things when the matter comes up for discussion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, it cannot be laid. M\ point is thai 
on a previous occasion you said that you would not allow an\ point of ordei 
to be raised unless it was at the appropriate time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this particular mutter is concerned, 1 thinl 
it will be better if you propose amendments and 1 shall allow discussions ai 
that stage. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Supposing, Sir, 1 have ih) amendmentj 
to make, what would be the position. Sir, ,\ou will find the wordings are 
“Governor is pleased to make the following amendment in the Bengal 
Motor Whicles Rules”. It is dated l!Mh Februarx, l!)4d, that is one yeai 
ago. After that two or rather three sessions, Ajiril, July and September 
have already elapsed, but we have not had them placed before the House 
The earliest opportunity was not taken to la> tlie rules before the Assembly 
Then you will find another notification iiatetl 2‘Jnd Sejitember, 11)43, whet 
the Assembly was in session but this was not laid before the House then 
Again you will find another notification subsei|uently elated Kith October 
1943. Here also surprisingly the wonls are “(iovernor is pleased to make 
the following amendment in the Motor Vehicles Rules". 1 submit, Sir 
ihat these rules are being made or purported to be made in an illegal an( 
ultm rirrs manner. Wlien the Motor Vehicles Act was passed by th( 
Central I^^gisluture they contemplated that rules made thereunder whicl 
this House also had adopted, should make a provisitin that as soon as rulei 
are made or prepared, the House will be given an opportunity to expresi 
its opinion thereon and if the House does not amend them, then they cai 
go into tlie body of the rules after the House has an opportunity to scrutinisi 
or examine them. It is most illegal and unfair that after the whole thinj 
ia completed, an opportunity is just now taken in this fashion to lay some 
thing which is a post-facto business and try to regularise it by this back-doo 
method. Government has been trying to do this kind of trick with th 
Assembly on many other occasions. In regard to some Bills also whic! 
have lapsed they are trying again to follow this back-door tactics. 

I submit. Sir, that thus cannot be allowed at this stage. There hav 
been irregularities, and these rules cannot be taken into account. 

TIm Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like to draw th 
attention of the House to sub-section (J) of section 1»33 of the Moto 
Vehicles Act, 1939, All rules made under the Act by the Provincia 
Government shall be laid not bss than 14 days before the Provincial Legis 
lature in both Chambers, avS soon as possible after they are made; and {2 
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shall be subject to such modification as the Legislature may make during 
the session in which they are so laid. There is no question of lapse. It 
may be that it ought to have been placed before the House earlier. The 
House, if it so thinks, may censure Government on that point, hut there 
is no defect as far as laving the rules before the House is eoneernetl, nor has 
there been any serious damage done, because the liCgislatnre still has a 
right to modify the rules that have been made in an\ nianmo. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, you have asked me to give a ruling 
whether or not I should allow this to be laid hetoia* tin* House 
(Ur. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Because they do not coinpls with the require- 
ments.) because you say that these rules should have ht'en laid hetorc (he 
House as soon as possible after they were made. That ha.s not been done 
and therefore 1 should not allow it to he laid before tlie House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is one urgument, hut the other is 
there. The rules do not comply with the requirements of the law. If you 
read provisions of that section, even sub-section (/il yon will see that the 
requirements of the Act have not been complied with. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The position is simply this. If an.\hod.\ had heeii 
hauled up before a ('ourt for violation of these rules, lie could liave certainly 
taken objection and 1 do not know wdiat would have been the decision of 
the Court in that case. That is a different point and W(‘ are not eojieerned 
with that. The point now before us is whether I should ullou (Ih'.m* rules 
to be laid before the House, whether I can in view of the jiroviisons of suh- 
seotion (•)) of section Idd rule them out altogether. 1 do not think that 
would he quite right. Certainly there has been delay. ( Vrtainl.N Govern- 
ment should have come u]) before the House long long before us Inis been 
admitted by Sir Nazimuddin and certainly the IIoUHe can eonsun* tlfe 
Government for these laches. Tliere is no doubt about it (Cries of liear, 
hear” from the Opposition benches), hut still the (jiiestion before us is 
whether this should he allowed to he laid. 1 think it would not he quite 
proper for me to rule it out and I allow it to he laid. 

Enquiry into the closing down of the southern entrance to the 
Assembly Buildings. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: On a point of privilege, Sir. An* you aware that the 
southern entrance of this As.seinhly has been clo.Hful 1»\ a frien(ll> Govitii- 
ment, as far as I am aware, without giving any notii-e thereof]^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will just enquire into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May we he <M>lightened im thi^ point by 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Horne iXqiart merit ‘r" Sir, an honour- 
able member has stated on a point of privilege that contrary to the rights 
of members to enter the Assembly Chamber by the way that iIm* Assembly 
members “are entitled to enter, certain difficulties have been created to the 
members entering the premises, and, Sir, his information is that some 
friendly Government has done it. We want to have some light thrown on 
that, because we cannot conceive of any executive power within the province 
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far less within the city of Calcutta being exercised by any other Govern 
ment than the British Government or the puppet Ministers set up by th< 
British Government. 

Let us see if we are so much reduced in our puppetry that even th( 
U.S.A. Government have taken action 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have already ordered an enquiry t( 
he made into this matter. Let us ascertain first what the real state o 
things is and then consider what we can do. 

Supply of bad quality of rice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. Before we proceed with the 
business of the House, T would draw the attention of Government througl 
you to the samples of rice that have been brought 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am on my legs. If he has any 
point of order to raise he may do so later on. What I am going to submit 
is 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Biswas, will you kindly resume 
your seat? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of submission, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no, that is not allowed. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of privilege. Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: When an honourable member rises on :i ]>oint of order 
or on u point of privilege, I have got to accept that statement as correct. 
I hope that honourable members will realise the importance of their rising 
and the implications of their rising. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I shall not act in tliat way. I 
rise on a point of privilege. Sir, I have been offered a very bad quality of 
rice as my ration 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is a privilege of everA’ citizen in 
the province. It is no special privilege of any member of this House. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: You have ruled out the adjourn- 
ment motion and I am not going to refer to it. What 1 siibmit is that 
according to the Rationing Scheme rice is Inung ft)rced upon consumers 
by Government — a very bad quality of rice. May I ask the Hon’hle Minister 

through you. Sir, to state before the House whether this quality of rice 

{Interruption.) 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. I 
would suggest that what the honourable meml)er (Mr. Biswas) has said 
should be expunged from the record. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why? 

Tha Hon’blt Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because he was deUberately 
4tsobe3ring the orders of the Speaker. 
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Or. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We know 
that the Home Department have issued orders on the Press not to allow 
any grievances to be published regarding food supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, please resume your seat. 
I will not allow any more discussion. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 


The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the Bill be recommitted 
to the same Select Committee with instructions to submit their report on 
or before the dOth June, 1944, the quorum being the same as before, was 
then put and a division taken with the following result:— 

AYEt-aS. 


asm Nail, Mr. Mia. 

AMal MalM, Maaivi ( My»aaila|k). 

Atiaryfa Obaailianr, Maharaja taihl Xaata. •! 

Mahtagacha, Myaiiailafh. 

•aaarjaa, Mr. Sraaiith Nath. 

•aaarjl. Mr. S. 

SaralAli, Mr. Mi. 

Sarau. Mr. Pa«Mllt 
•araiaa, Mr. Rath. 

■hawailk. Or. OaMaia Cbaaira. 

Wtarai, Mr. iaraaira Rath. 

ShaNaHSRyai. Mr. Narisai*. 

•haaihari, Ral Hartaira Rath. 

Oaa. OaN Raihaaath. 

Oai OaRta, IrIJat Raraaira Rath. 

Oatta. Mr. Dhlraaira Rath. 

Oalal, Mr. Naraaira Rath. 

Oatta, Mr. Sahaaiar. 

Oatta OiRta. Miai Mira. 

SShar, Mr. URaairaaath. 

•haaa, Mr. Atui Krlihaa. 

•ateai Rahhaal Ahaaiaiai, Mialvl. 

•fiaaSSIa AhaHi Ohaaihary, AlhaiJ. 

HttiNai All Khaa. Khaa Oahaiar MaaM. 

SatataSita Nathaaiy. Mr. tyaS. 

Khaa, Mr. Daha aira UU. 

Kwtaa, Mr.RMUtha Rath. 

UMrl, Oaha Aahataah. 


AhSal Hast, Mr. Mina. 

AhSal Naklam Maaivi ( Hf aMaalafb). 

AhSal NaUai VIhraaiRart, Maatai Mi. 

Aiial Haaili. Mr. A. M. 

Aliat Karlai. Mr. 

AMal LattI Mavaa. MaalvL 
AhSal Mataiah MaUk, Or. 

Abtal Wahah Khaa, Khaa Oahaiar. 

AhMta-Al Mahaiaai, Mr. 

Ahiaf ta h a n a, Khaa Oahaiar A. R. M. 

Ahiar Rahana tliilgl, Mr. 

AhSar RaaahM Hahanai, Mr. 

Ahiar Raahaai, MaaM Mi. 

Ahiar Raal, Khaa RahaSar MaaM •.(Navrah). 
Ahairail.Mr.Mi. 

AMINaMii«,MaaM. 
asm M ai a ia AhM, Mr. 

AhalOaaiam, MaiSvI. 
AhaNSAHHrtSha,Maa»rt 


Mabtah, Maharajaihinja Oahaiar lliaf ShsaS, at 
Sariwaa. 

Majaaiiar, Mre. HtniRrata. 

MaalratiaaMa INaaiahail, Maalaaa Mi. 

MaaharjM, Dr. lyanaRmai. 

Mahaaiaiai Atnl, Khaa Oahaiar MaaM lyM 
Makhirli. Dr. • karat Ohaaira. 

MaWth.trt|at Aibataih. 

Maitata All Daaaa, Maaltl. 

Haaiy, Maharajt Irlaahaaiffa. al ha n l a i h a ta f. 

Raikar, Mr. Nan Ohaaira. 

Raal,lri HaHlaahtr. 

Say, Mr. Ohara Chaaira. 

Ray. Mr. KaMalhrtihaa. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Haaaiatba Rath. 

Ray, Raaiar, Iblh OMbbaraiwar. 

•aayal. Dr. HaHaakiha. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Obtain. 

Oaa, Mr. Obiraain Rath. 

•aa,iagwb Ohaaira, Ral Oahaiar. 

•aa, Oaha Ragaain Rath. 

•aa-Oayta, Mn. RNIIa. 

•haaMaiiia Abaiai Kbaaikar, Mr. 
llahA Irtlai Maalain Ohirtaa. 
iar, Mr. Hartaira Kamar. 

Wallar RabaMt. Mialt L 
Zaitaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOCt— H. 

AbaMi Naaala, Mr. 

AHaiaiila Ahaiai, Khaa Oahaiar Maatal. 
Aatei NaiMla Khaa, Khaa Oahaiar MaaM. 
•anaa, th# Haabla Mr. RraaiNrt. 

•Irhaiyn, Hr Naary, iart 
itawat, Oaha Uhihail Harayia. 

■taarat, Mr. Railh Lai. 

Ohakraharty. Mr. iaOaira Nath, 
•tehraharty. Oaha Haraain HaraysR. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oti, Ral laMh Aaakal OhaaOra. 

Oat, Ral lahih KRtt ObaMa. 

Dan, Oaha Oahaaira Rath, 
tataaial Nhm> XaiL 
RaflM iaaa Khaaaa^ OafiM. 

RaMal Qaailr, Khaa Oahaiar MuOaL 
RaMar Raluaaa, Mr. JOaMaJ. 
rwlaf SahtMA Hr. (Myaiiaila g h). 
iBMBMl,thiliRRWi Mr. TMM OhoaOro. 
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•fMIH Mr. «. 

Mr. 4. N. 

Mr. Oaafttr Ifaflu 
NatiaMia Oiiawtfliarf, MiNlvi. 

MaaMaMJa Abaatf, Khaa lahib. 

Haalaa MarabM. Mrt. M.!.!. 

Hatcmalijr^amatfar, Kbaa tabib Maaivi. 
Naywaait Mr. Rafan. 

Naift, Mr. H. Rawaa. 

4aaiaia«aia Abaiai, Kbaa labaiar Maalvl. 
KaMntidla Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 

Kataai All Mina, lablbiaia Kawaa dab tyai. 
Kaaiar, Mr, Atal Obaadra. 

MaRrager. Mr. R. R. 

MlapbaraaaMr. R.. R. 

Mabiaddta Abaiad. Kbaa tabib Maalvl (TIppara). 
Maadal, Mr. Aairlta Ul. 

Maadal, Mr. taaka Raharl. 

Maadal, IN Haa'Ma Mr. dagaadra Kalb. 
Maalraddia Akbaad, Maalvl. 

MabaaiaMd All, Khaa Rabadar. 

Maalaai All Mallab, Maalvl M. 

MauaiaMl Mag, Maalvl Md. 

Mvbaaaiad Abdal Nallai MaUa, Mr. 

MabBMRiad liraH, Maalvl. 

Habaaiaiad llddlgaa, Kbaa Rabadar Dr. iyad. 
Makarlta, tba Haa’Ma Mr. Tarakaalb, M.R.E. 
MaRlek, tba Naa’Ma Mr. Palla Rabary. 


MaMurraff NaaaMa. tlM Mta'Ma Rank, KRm 
R abadar. 

RataraHah, Rawabaada K. 

Railaiaddla. tN Haa bk Kbwaja bir. K.R.I.E. 
Raaraddia, Mr. K. 

Nertaa, Mr. H. R., M.R.E. 

Pala, tba Maa’Ma Mr. Rarada Rraiaaaa. 

Raaatl. Mr. d. A. 
tadaraddia AbaMd. Mr. 

•adraddia Abaiad, HaJI. 

•ababa-Alaai, Mr. Syad. 

•arkar, Raba Madbatadaa. 

Itrajal IHaai, Mr. 

Ibababaddia, tba Haa'Mc Mr. Kbwaja. e.R.E. 
•iagba, Raba Kabatra Ratb. 

•Irdar, Raba LItta Maada 
•kipwitb, Mr. W. K. 

•aiart, Mr. d. M. 

•aiytb'Oabaaraa, Mr. D. R. 

•tark, Mr. A. F. 

Taaiiiaddin Kbaa. tba Haa’bla Mr. 

Tharaiaa, Mr. C. M. 

Thakar, Mr. Fraaiatha Raajaa 
Wafkar, Mr. d. R. 

WhHabaad, Mr. R. R. 

Vaaiaf All Ohawdbary, Mr. 

ZItlar Rabaiaa tbab Ohaudhury, Haahrl. 


The Ayes being 54 and the Noes 92, the motion was lost. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, one point 
we should like to make clear so far as the division called is concerned. We 
had no mind to call division on these motions, but in view of the great dis- 
courtesy that has been shown to the House by the Treasury Bench in not 
replying to the speeches made on the other day on these motions, there was 
no other alternative left to us than register our prote.sts in this fashion. 
A whole day was taken up by these motions and almost all the groups in 
the Opposition spoke on these motions, and still the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge did not consider it worth while to reply even for five minutes. So, 
Sir, in view^ of the discourtesy that has been shown and shown deliberately 
to the House, we consider it our duty to call division on every question 
that is put to the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, on behalf of this party I associate 
myself entirely with the observations made by my esteemed friend Rai 
Harendni Nath (^haudhuri : it would be necessary for us to throw our 
challenge to the challenge thrown by the Government party backed by a 
senseless majority of members. If they have no logic, we shall show them 
that number alone cannot help them to regain their position in the country. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I wish to make it 
clear, Sir, that I meant no discourtesy : the points that were raised were 
practically answered by me in advance in nrfy preliminary remarks in 
connection with the Bill. 1 was rather anxious that the progress of the Bill 
should be expedited. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Hon ble Minister could 
hare said this before the division was called although it would have been 
as good as refusing a reply. But bow can he economise time if we go on 
calling division on every motion P 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai Chaiulhuri, wlien the Hon'ble Minister says 
that he did not mean any discourtesy ta the House and when he says that 
he IS of the opinion that he has answered all those arguments in advance 
in his speech on the Bill, I would appeal to you to consider whether the 
course proposed by you will be in keeping wuth the dignity of the House 
and also whether it would be desirable not to utilise the time of the House 
to the fullest extent. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 


(After adjournment .) 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed (^houdhury that the 
Bill be recommitted to a Select Committee again consisting of — 

The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department, 

Maharaja Srischandra Nandy of Cossimbazar, 

Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

Dr. Sanaullah, 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, 

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, 

Kazi Emdadul Haque, and 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the ir)th April, 1944, and the 
quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, was then put and a division 
taken w^ith the following result — 


AYEt— M. 


AMil M«|M, ■•■Ni (■yMMtiagh). 

AM«I WtM«. 

Acbannra Obvabbary, Mabaraja tatbi Kaata, af 
Maktafaeba, MyamMlagb. 

Atbar All, Maaifl. 

•abl Abaiab Maabbary, Kbaa Aabaar Ha)l. 

•bMrHf, Mr. f raaMtba Nalb. 

•aaaf}l, Hr. f. 

■araia, Hr. PatbalH. 
iaraua. Hr. Uyaabra Hatb. 

■aaa. Hr. taataab Kaanr. 

•btarailk, Or. Oabiaba Obaa^ra. 

Mtwai, Mr. taraatfra Nati. 

•Oa H ipa t byay, Mr. Harlpaia. 

Oba ab barl. Hal Haraaira Hatb. 

Daa, Haba Habbaaatb. 

Hat Oapta. Irijaf Haraabra Hatb. 

Oalla Oapta. Mtaa Mira. 
lAar, Hr, Upaabraaatb. 

PaHal Ha«. Hr. A. K. 

IMaai O a b b aa l AbaMauC Haalfl. 

Oapli, Hr.JafMh tbaabra. 

Oyaaaiila AbaMP tb aai b ary, Albab|. 

Maabaa AH Kbaa, Kbaa Oabadar Haatvl. 
ialala<Ha Naabaaiy. Hr. lyaC 


Labirl, Haba Aibataab. 

Mabtab, iMbaraiatfbiraJa iabaiar Utay Obaai, at 
•ariwaa. 

Mail, Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 

Majaaiaar. Mtt. Naaiaprava. 

Maairanaaiaa litaaiabail, Maalaaa M#. 

MaaharHt, Dr. tyaaiapraMa. 

Mabaaiaiab Atial, Kbaa iabaiar Haalfl tyal. 
HabaaiaMl lalalaiaa, Kbaa iabaiar MaaNL 
MaMlck, Irljat Afbalaa. 

Maatala All Dawaa, Haalfl. 

Haaly, Mabaraia Irlatbaalra. af Oaaalaibanr. 

Haabar. Mr. Maai Obaalra. 

Ray, Mr. Cbara Obaalra. 

Ray, Mr. KaaMihrtobaa. 

Ray. Mr. KIraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Haaaiatba Hath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 

Ray, Kaaar, ibib tbakbaraaarar. 

•aayal. Dr. Hallaababa. 

•aayal. Hr. iaMaka lahbar. 
laa. Hr. Alai Oba al ra . 

•aa, Mr. OMraaIra Hatb. 
laa,laiHb Obaalra, Ral iabaiar. 
tbaanaHta AbaiH Kbaalkar, Hr. 



490 


OOVEENMENT BILL 


[14th Pro,, 


II0E4-M. 


AkM Ntft, Mr. Mfna. 

AMii Naklui. Maatti (Myaiaaalafk). 

AMNil Karfa. Mr. 

AMal LatH liMraa, MaaM. 

AMai Matalfk Malik. Dr. 

AMalla>Ai MaHmaai. Mr. 

AMar Rakaaa. Kkaa iakatfar A. F. M. 

AMar Rakaaa IMiigi. Mr. 

AMar RatkaM, Maaivi Mi. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa RakMar Maahri 1. (Haarrak). 
Akal Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Akal Haikla, MaalvI. 

AMI Hataia AkmM, Mr. 

Akal Qaaaa. MaalvI. 

AkmM AH Mrlika, MaalvI. 

Akaai Naiain, Mr. 

ARaiaMla AkaM. Kkaa RakMar MaalvI. 

AulM Haaala Kkaa, Kkaa RakMar MaalvI. 
iarma, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Framkarl. 
tlrkajrra, Hr Ntary, Rart. 

Rliarat, Raka Lakikai Narayaa. 

•ftwai, Mr. Ratlk LaL 
Rkakrakarty, Mr. Jatlaira Hatk. 

Oklppaklikl*i Mr. i. W. 
mark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaokaa. 

Dam. Raka Daktaira Matk. 
laiMal Mapaa. Kail. 

Farkat Raaa Kkanam. Rafam. 

Fallal QaMir, Kkaa RakMar Maaivi. 

Failar Rakmaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Failar Rakmaa, Mr. (Mymaailafk). 

RIMilag, Mr. D.. O.I.K. 

•amat. Mr. R. A. 

Ravwami, tka Haa'kia Mr. Talal Okaaira. 
•rHRtki, Mr. 0. 

•apla, Mr. i. N. 

•araag, Mr. Oamkar liafk. 

Natiaiila Okaaikari, MaalvI. 

Namliaiiia Akmai, Kkaa takik. 

Naalaa MarakM, Mrt., M.t.I. 

NaywaM, Mr. Ragara. 

Naairy, Mr. Davli. 

Mirlial, Mr. M. A. F.. O.R.g. 

NMga, Mr. N. Rawaa. 
iaaimviila Akmai, Kkaa RakMar Maaivi. 
Kaiam Ail Mina, takikiaia Kawaa iak gyM. 
Kamar, Mr. Atal Ckaaira. 


tank, Mr.MliB. 

MaRragar, Mr. R. R. 

MaFkanaa, Mr. R. F. 

HaRiaiiia AkmM. Kkaa laklk MaalvI (TlRpara). 
Maaial, Mr. AmrHa Ui. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka Rakari. 

Maaial, Mr. iagal Okaaira. 

Maaial, tka Haa’Ma Mr. iagaaira Rath. 

MaairaMla Akkaai, MaalvI. 

Milaa, Mr. C. W. 

MakaaimM All, Kkaa RakMar. 

Maalam All Mallak, Maaivi M. 

Maiammal Nag, Maaivi Mi. 

Makammai AMal Halim MaUa, Mr. 

MakammM larali, Maaivi. 

Makammai Miiigaa, Kkaa RakMar Dr. lyai. 
Makarjaa, tka Haa'kia Mr. Tarakaatk, M.R.E. 

Mailiek, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Falla Rakary. 

Maakarraff Nataain, tka Haa’Ma Ravak, Kkaa Rakaiar. 
Raiarallak, Rawakiaia K. 

Ratimaiila. tka Haa’kia Kkvaja Hr. K.C.t.E. 
Raaraiiia, Mr. K. 

Rartan, Mr. H. R.. M.R.E. 

Fala, tka Haa’Ma Mr. RarMa Frataaaa. 

Fawail. Mr. •!. A. 

Rajlkaiiia Tartfiar, Maaivi. 

Raiaar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 

•Maraiiia AkmM, Mr. 

•akraiiia Akmai, HaJI. 

•akaka>Aiam, Mr. lyai. 
larfcar, Raka MMkaaaiaa. 
tarajul Islam, Mr. 

Ikakakaiiia. tka Haa’kia Mr. Kkaraja, O.R.E. 

Hagka, Raka Kskatra Natk. 

Hriar, Raka Utta Mvaia. 

IklFwItk, Mr. W. E. 

•mart, Mr. i. R. 

I mytk-Oakaaraa, Mr. D. R. 

Hark. Mr. A. F. 

TamlaaMin Kkaa, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 

Tkarmaa, Mr. 0. M. 

Tkakar, Mr. Framatka Raajaa. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walfcar, Mr. W. A. M., O.R.E. 

WkitakaM. Mr. R. R. 

Yasat All Okaaikary. Mr. 

Zakar AkmM Okaaikary, Maahri. 

Zlllvr Rakmaa Ikak Okaaikary, Maaivi. 


The Ayen heinff 54 and the Noes !H). the motion was lost. 

The niotiou of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the Bengal Agricultur^ 
Inoome-tax Bill. 1943, be rerommitted to the same Select Committee with 
instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1944, an t at e 
quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at as before, was then put and « 
division taken with the following result : 


AYEt 57. 


Akial Malli, MaalvI IMyrntaRagh). 

AMal WafcM. MaalvI. 

Aakaryya Okaaikary, Makara|a laakl Kaata, al 
Maktagatka, Mymaatiagk. 

Rail AkmM Okaaikary. Kkaa Raka ia r Na|t 
Raaarlaa, Mr. Framatka Hatk. 

Raaarll. Mr. F. 
iarma, Mr. FaapaRt 
iarmaa, Mr. Doaaira RMM* 

Ran, Mr. Oaataak Kamar. 

RRavMlk. Mr- RaMaia Ok aaira. 


RIvaaa, Mr. karaaira Natk. 
Ofc at t apM kyay. Mr. HarlRaia. 
Okaaikari, Rm Haraaira Ratk. 

Daa. Raka RMkaaatk. 

Da* Rapta, Srilat Naraaira Ralk. 
Dalla, Mr. OMiaaira Natk. 

Dalai. Mr. Haraaira Ralk. 

Datia, Mr. lakamar. 
tikar, Mr. OpaairaaMk. 

FRrtal Nao. Mr. A. K. 

•alMk takkaal Akammal. MaMvt. 
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•i^pliV Hr. 4 hmIi ekMint 
tHwilM AkiMi eiMniiwnr. Aifeaif. 

NhImi ah KkM, Kliw ialiaiir MmIvI. 

JiHUliilk HuktMy. mr. tjH. 

KMMI, Mr. Dtktntfra Ull. 

K«Mt. Mr. NitliHlia Nath. 

UMrt, taka AtlKrtatli. 

Manta!. MakarajaiMraJa Aakaiar uaay ekaa4, af 
•artwaa. 

Ma]!. Mr. AiwaHa Kaaiar. 

Malaaiiar, Mrs. HtMapreva. 

Maairanaiaaa Itlaaiakaai, MaaUaa M<. 

Maaktrjaa, Dr. tyamaarasai. 

Makaaiaiaa Atial, Kkaa takatfar Maatvi lyal. 
Makammai tolaiaiaa, Kkan lakaiar Maalvl. 
Makkarji, Dr. Sharat Ohaakra. 

Maitick. Srijal Aakatosk. 

Maitata All Dawan, Maalvl. 

Naaky, Makaraja triukaaira. at Canlaikuar. 


Kaakar. Mr. Maa OkMirt. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Dkaairk. 

Ray. Mr. KaaalkrMiaa. 

Ray. Mr. Kiraa laakar. 

Ray. Mr. MaawMka Nalk. 

Ray. Mr. katiraa. 

Ray, kklk Ikakkaraaarar. Kaaar. 
•aayal, Dr. Natiaakika. 

•Myal, Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 
iaa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

•aa. Mr. Dkireatfra Natk. 
•aa.^agttk Okaaira, Rai Rakaiar. 
•kaMMiain Akaai Kkaafkar. Mr. 
Makt, trilat Maataira Ikaaaa. 
•ar, Mr. Haraaira Kaaiar. 

Wallar Rakaiaa. MaatvL 
yaaaaf MIrta. 

Zaaiaa. Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEt-9f. 


Akial Nail. Mr. MIria. 

Akial Hakim, Maaivi (Mymaailagk). 

Akial Hakim Vikramyari, Maaivi Mi. 

Akial Karim. Mr. 

Akial Utit •itarai, Maalvl. 

Akial Matalak Malik, Dr. 

Akiala>AI Makmaoi, Mr. 

Akiar Rakmaa, Kkaa lahaiar, A. F. M. 

Akiar Rakmaa liiiMi, Mr. 

Akiar Raikati, Maatvi Mi. 

Akiar Raat, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivi I. (Nawrak). 

Akal Fait, Mr. Mi. 

Akal Hatkim, Maaivi. 

Akal Hasaia Akmai, Mr. 

Akal Qaasam, Maalvl. 

Akmai All Mrlika. Maaivi. 

Akmai Naiala, Mr. 

AHataiiia Akmai. Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Aalai Naaaaia Kkaa. Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Rarma. Ika Haa'kia Mr. Framkarl. 

Rirkmyra, Hr Naary, Rart 
RIvaraa, Raka Lakakmi Narayaa. 

Riiwaa. Mr. Raaik LaJ. 

Okakrakarty, Raka Naraaira Narayaa. 

Okiyimaiala. Mr. i. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa. Rai lakik Aaakal Okaaira. 

Daa. Mr. Maamakaa. 

Dam. Raka Dakaaira Natk. 

Farkat Raaa Kkaaam, Ragam. 

Filial Qaaiir, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Failar Rakmmi, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fathir Rakmaa, Mr. (Myawaakigk). 

Qlaiitaf. Mr. D.. O.I.E. 

Raama, Mr. R. A. 

Raaaraml, tka Haa'Ma Mr. TaW Okaaira. 

RiMlltks, Mr. 0. 

Rayta. Mr. 4. N. 

Raraai, Mr. Damkar tlagk. 

Natiaiila Okaaikari, Maalvl. 

NamMaiiia Akmai, Kkaa lakik. 

Naaiaa Mankai, Mrt.. M.R.E. 

HalimaNy iamaiar, Kkaa laMk MaalvL 
M ay aaai, Mr. Racan. 

Naairy, Mr. OavM. 

Nal^ Mr. H. Raaraa. 

JaWaMlB Rksai. tka Naa*Ma Kkaa Rakaiar MaafvL 
JaHmaiMa Akmai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaivt, 

KakiraiMa Kkaa. Kkaa Rakaiar MaatvL 
Raaam A1 MIraa, laktkaaia Kaaraa iak tyai. 


Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Lvitk, Mr. ioka. 

MeRra|*r. Mr. R. R. 

McFkanoa, Mr. R. F. 

Maliaiila Akmti. Kkaa lakik Maaivi (Tliiara). 
Maaial, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

MaaiaL Mr. iagat Okaaira. 

Maaial. tkt Naa'kic Mr. iaiaaira Natk. 

Maaial, Mr. Kritkaa Praiai. 

Maalraiiia Akhaai. Maalvl. 

MiiN, Mr. 0. W. 

Makammai AH. Kkaa Rakaiar. 

Matlam AH Mailak, Maalvl M. 

Maiammal Nai. Maalvl Mi. 

Makammai ANal Halim Malta, Mr. 

Makammai lirall, MaalvL 

Makammai lliiliaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Dr. lyai. 

Makarlaa, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Tarakaatk, M.R.I. 

MaiUck, tka Haa’kia Mr. Falla Rakary. 

Maakarraff Naaaaia, tka Haa’Ma Naarak. Kkaa Rakaiar 
Maatagaaraal Hagaa, Mr. lyai. 

Naaarallak, Nawakiaia K. 

Natimaiila, tka Haa’Ma Kkaraja Hr, K.O.I.I. 
Naaraiila, Mr. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. R.. M.R.E. 

Fala, tka Haa’kia Mr. Raraia Fraaaaaa. 

Fawall, Mr. 4, A. 

Rajikaiila Taratiar, Maalvl. 

Raiaar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 
laiaraiila Akmai, Mr. 

•airaiila Akaui. HaJI. 
lakaka>Alam, Mr. lyai. 
larfcar, Raka Maikaaaiaa. 
larajal lilam, Mr. 

IkakakaiMa. tka Haa'Ma Mr. Kkaraja, O.R.I. 
llayka, Raka Kakvtra Natk. 

Hriar, Raka Ut'a Maaia. 

Iktywltk, Mr. W. t. 

ImarL Mr. i. N. 
lmytk*Oakaaraa, Mr. D. R. 

Mark, Mr. A. F. 

Tkaraum, Mr. 0. M. 

Waikar. Mr. i. R. 

Walfctr, Mr. W. A. M.. O.R.I. 

WkHakaai, Mr. R, R. 

Vaaaf AN Ok aaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akami Rka a i kary, MaatvL 
ZNiar Rakmaa Ikak ika aik a ry , amHaL 


The Aye» being 57 and the Noes the motion was loit. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami that the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1943, as reported by the Select Com- 
mittee be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I beg to suggest 
that clause 2 instead of clause 1 may be taken into consideration today. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The Hon’ble Minister has asked for permission to take 
up clause 2 instead of clause 1. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: When is clause 1 going to be 
taken up? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will be taken up later. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. After 
the Bill has been taken into consideration, it does not lie in the Government 
or anybody to suggest the order in which the Bill should be taken up. It 
is entirely for the Speaker to decide with ilie consent of the House. In the 
ordinary course, clause by clause will come under your jurisdiction. It does 
not require any moving; nor is it for the Hon’ble Minister to (‘hange the 
procedure? 

Mr. SPEAKER: After all it is a question of convenience of transacting 
business. I don’t think that there is any harm if clause 2 is taken up now. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I.et us understand the Govern- 
ment position. When do Government intend to take up clause 1? Let 
Government make that clear. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: It will be taken up 
later. I have asked the permission of the Speaker to take up clause 2 before 
clause 1. We have certain difficulties in regard to clause 1 which 1 shall 
consider and 1 shall inform the House in due course. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please see Rule b? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 know that it relates to a 
matter of convenience. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 1 8uf)mit that it would have been 
fair if Government hail given notice to the members of tlie House that their 
intention was to take up the subsequent clause instead of the earlier clause. 
In the ordinary course of things, motions Nos. 7, 8, 9 and so on will be 
taken up for discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that it will be inconvenient if 
clause 2 is taken up now? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Yes, it will be. If clause 1 cannot 
be taken up now, he can move wdth the leave of the House for an adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rule on this point appears to be clear. Discretion 
ie given to the Speaker. 1 don’t think that there is anything which is likely 
to inconvenience the Opposition. 



1944 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


433 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, we are more ready with 
amendments to clause 1 for the time being and it is inconvenient to the 
Opposition to take them by surprise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, have you anything to say 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Our Whip has made the point 
clear. We are prepared with amendments to clau.se 1 and not clause 2. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Apart from the question of our con- 
venience or inconvenience, 1 submit that clause 1 deals with the extension 
of tlie provisions and the time for application of these provisions. Tiiese two 
are very essential to enable us to deal with other clauses that follow so tliat 
we may be inclined to agree with certain provisions of a temporary 
character. We may not be so agreeable if theN are going to be of a 
permanent character. Sir, similarly there are menihers who want certain 
parts of Bengal to he kept out of the purview. those members would 

obviou.sly be prejudiced if the other clauses are taken up without disposing 
of their point of view about the applicability of this measure to the part or 
parts in whi('h thej are interested. In tliis view (d things the subsequent 
clauses apiiear to be dei)endant to some extent on the applicability or other- 
wise of the amendments jiroposed to be moved to clause 1. It is not mercdy 
a <|uestion of convenience or otherw'ise. It is also a question whether it is 
[iropei and whether it would he possible for the House to apply its mind to 
other clauses without knowing to what extent the legislation is going to 
affect llie people. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: You w'ere good enough to allow’ the 
Minister to propose the consideration of clause 2. After that dwision 
given by >ou (fries ot “no decision has been taken”) is it open b) any 
member of this House to raise any <d)jection at this stage? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is certainly not open to any member of this House, 
after I have given ii decision, to reojien it except without my permission. 
Here the manner in whicii the mutter was pul by the Hon'ble Minister 
implieil iny con.sent and in fact 1 can tell you that without li(*aring the 
House 1 thought there would be no objection. That i.s why I tiiought that 
he was in order. But when objection was raised, I gave the Opposition an 
opportunity to state the nature of their objection. So this point, I think, 
does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 wish to tell 
you frankly what my difficulty is with regard to clause 1. It is (juite 
possible that wo may not be able to get through the whole Bill by the Ist of 
April. In that caste Bub-clause (J) of clause 1 would create a rather awkward 
situation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Because we want to 

give effect to the Bill from the Ist of April, 1944. So, Sir, it would be 
most convenient if clause 1 is taken up later on. We have no other 
objection. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You mean to say that there may be a difficulty if 
clauBe 1 is taken up now? You seem to be anxious to give effect to this piece 
of legialation with effect from the Ist April, 1944, but there will be a 
difficulty if sub-clause (3) of clause 1, namely, “It shall come into force on 
such (late as the Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official 
Ga.iettey appoint”, is taken up now, because if the Bill is not passed by that 
time there may be this difficulty that it cannot be put into operation with 
effect from the Ist April, 1944. That is why, I think, you want to pass over 
clause 1 for the time being? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Yes, Sir, that is my 

p^UDt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, then, there is no harm in dealing with clause 
2 now. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, since you have accommodated 
the convenience of the Government by taking up clause 2, I hope you will 
also be pleased to consider the convenience of the Opposition vvliich was not 
prepared at all to take it up at this stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will not put any of these motions to vote todax . 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have a number of amendments to 
clause 2, On a 8ubsei|uent examination of the position in the light of the 
definition of^ agricultural income given in the Indian Income-tax Act, T 
feel that unless you help me out of it I may not h(‘ in order in moving my 
amendments because that will (qualify the exemption in the Indian Income- 
tax Act and to that extent 1 may infringe the provisions of the Indian 
Income-tax Act, whi('h this Legislature has no right to infringe. In that 
view of things I am feeling some difficulty in moving my motion unless 
you help me out of it. The whole of the definition of agricultural inconie 
is entirely taken in /ofo—l have compared word for word — from the Indian 
Income-tax Act. In that view of things I want your rulings, Sir, and if 
you allow me, I will move. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your impression is that the amendments are not in 
order? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. All the amendments relating 
to this clause, in my humble opinion, will bring changes in the definition 
of agricultural income, which, according to my reading of the thing, it 
appears, will subsequently create some difficulty. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, any attempt that 
infringes the definition of the Indian Income-tax Act might be dangerous. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The real point is whether it does or does not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the point is not exactly what the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge says, but it is something like it. I cannot go 
baj^ond the exemption provided, that is to say, I cannot infringe upon 
articles or commodities which are at the present moment assessable under 
the Indian Income-tax Act. I can take away some of the items that are 
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now goTerned by agricultural income but I cannot add to it items which 
now come under the control or guidance of the Indian Income-tax Act. 
That is my apprehension. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; I entirely agree with 
Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, would it not be the best course to rise for 
the dayP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: But, Sir, we cun go 
on with other amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, let these amendments stand over for the 
present, and let us take up amendment No. 20. 

('Id use 2. 

Maharaja 8RI8HCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 2(7)(ri), in line 3, for the words “in British India”, 
the word “in Bengal” be substituted. 

Sir, I really could not understand why the assessment of lands should 
also include lands lying outside the pr(»vinee. In the AssaTii and the Bihar 
Agricultural Income-tax Acts there is no such provision and ass(‘ssm(‘nt is 
limited to lands within the province. 1 feel that if my interpretation is 
correct obviously it would he ultra vire-< of the priivmcial legislature to 
extend the area and scope of taxation to other provinces, Besides lands 
out.sidc our province will he guided by the enactnienls of that particular 
province. It will only create confusion worse confounded. 

(Motion Nos. 21-dd was called but not moved.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I have good reasons to place before 
the House with regard to our opposition to this motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you kindly re.sume your sent P I find 
that there are three amendments, namely, amendments Nos. 21 -2d, stand- 
ing in the names of Messrs. Hodge, Miles and Stark wdn(*h they have not 
moved but I should like to know whether they want to speak on this clau.se. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: I will speak, Sir, but I will not move our motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we feel that my esteemed friend, 
Mnbaraja Sriscbnndra Nandy, of CosaimbaEar, has not been well advised 
to move this amendment. Here we ahall be concerned with the definition 
of total agricultural income and if the definition of agricultural income 
itself is 80 circumcKTibed as to keep out of its purview income derived from 
agriculture from some parts of British India other than Bengal, then, Sir, 
it will as well be difficult to include such sums in the calculation of the 
total world agricultural income which we are anxious to see should not, be 
left out of account. Sir, I feel that the Maharaja would have been well 
advised to see the implications of it when he saw in the printed order- 
paper that three members of the European Party also proposed a similar 
motion end that itself should have been sufficient caution to him (Mr. A. F. 
Stasx: It it not moved.) to show that he was in troubled waters. I 
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submit here a/^ain that at this stage there may be a definition of “agricul- 
tural income’'. This is somewhat comprehensive. If the Maharaja wants 
to make it clear that so far as this measure of taxation is concerned, income 
derived from properties situated butside the province would not be brought 
within the purview of this legislation, he will find suitable provision later 
on in other clauses of the Bill. The whole purpose for which the Maharaja 
has sought to move this motion would, 1 am sure, be covered by that 
relevant clause. In view of this, I would request the Maharaja of 
Cossimbazar not to press his amendment. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I would just 
say one word. I think the Maharaja is misunderstanding. The object of 
the Bill is not to tax agricultural income outside Bengal. That is made 
clear by the preamble and the short title of the Bill. This is necessary 
owing to the necessity of conforming to the definition of “agricultural 
income in the Indian Income-tax Act and it is necessary also in view 
of the structure of our Act. There is no intention wdiatsoever to tax agri- 
cultural income outside Bengal by this Bill. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I want to say a few 

words on this motion. The motion that has been moved by the Maharaja 
of Co.ssiinbazar cannot be brushed aside w'ith so few words and on a 
technical ground, as has been done by the Hon’ble Minister in charge. 
The Maharaja thought — of course be w’as under a wrong impression — that 
by using the words “British India”, the ambit of taxation was being 
enlarged. That is not the case. The question is not whether the land of 
which the income is going to be taxed, is ])roj)erl\ de.scribed by adding the 
words “assessed to land revenue in British India” or assessed to land 
revenue in any province. The real and relevant (juestion is whether there 
are any lands which are not assessed to any land revenue. That (}uestion 
came up before the Bihar High Court. The original language in the 
Bihar Act was “any rent or income derived from land w'hich is used for 
agricultural purposes and is either as.sessed to land revenue in Bihar or 
subject to a local cess or rent assessed and collected under any Bengal Act 
or under any Bihar and Orissa Act or under any Bihar Act”. The reference 
waft to a provincial or Bihar Act in the Bihar definition, but. Sir, the 
question arose whether what was called nUhkar land or non-revenue-paying 
land would come under that description. That question arose and it was 
found that, so far as lands not paying revenue w’ere concerned, such lands 
^could not be taxed if such a description prevailed. Therefore, Bihar changed 
subsequently the phraseology of this definition by Act I of 1942 and it 
changed the words “a local rate or cess assessed and collected under any 
Bengal Act or Bihar and Orissa or any Aet“ by substituting the words “a 
local rate assessed and collected by oflicers of the Crown as such” simply 
to bring under the purview of the Act what are called nuthkar lands. Just 
for that reason Bihar changed the description, otherwise there would have 
been no necessity for changing the phra3eoh)gy of the Bihar Act at all, 
otherwise it was decided in Jhalakpraaad’s case, I.L.R. 22 Patna, that by 
simply describing the land as “assessed to land revenue in Bihar”, no 
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offence was committed by the Bihar Legislature and the Act was in no way 
ultfu vires on that account. Tou can have it assessed to land revenue in 
Bengal or assessed to land revenue in British India in respect of revenue- 
paying lands. It is immaterial whether we describe it as assessed to land 
revenue in India or assessed to laud revenue in Bengal. Bengal lands 
must be assessed to land revenue in Bengal, lands in Bengal cannot be 
assessed to land revenue in any other parts of India. Therefore, this phrase 
is immaterial and if you change “India’' into “Bengal”, no offence would 
be committed according to the decision of the Bihar High Court. It is 
only due to the anxiety to copy the Indian Act with a vengeance that 
it is thought it might bring the heavens down if any word is changed. 
Otherw'i.se, if the Haliaraja’s amendment is accej>ted, there cannot be any 
legal difficulty, but wliether the Maharaja’s amendment is immaterial or 
not is altogether a different matter. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 2(6). the following explanation be inserted, namely: — 
''Explanation . — The word ‘cultivator’ includes a producer who does 
not cultivate lands himself hut carries on agricultural work by 
paid labourers.” 

Sir, my idea in moving this amendment is quite a simple one. By this 
amendment T propose to clear the meaning of the word “cultivator” and 
to put it in conformity with the other sections of the Bill. I Ixdicve there 
will not be any objection to my amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
following explanation be added at the end of sub-clause (/) of clause 2:-- 
" Explaiuitwn . — The word ‘cultivator’ in this definition includes a 
person who does not cultivate his lands himself but carries on 
agricultural operations with the aid of hired labourers.” 

I think this explanation is absolutely necessary. Sir, in view of the fact 
that we are going to tax under this law not only income from rent but also 
that from agriculture and agricultural pursuits. 

Sir, w'e are going to tax “mixed incomes” as described by the Bill, 
namely, incomes from tea, sugar, etc. The tea interests or the sugar 
interests do not cultivate their lands themselves. They employ hired 
labourers to raise crops and to raise plants. This is the practice that 
obtains in tea estates and in sugar estates, and, Sir, it has got to he 
admitted that we are going to tax incomes from tea estates as also from 
sugar estates.. If that be the case, then word “cultivator” should be 
defined properly. Some may say that you are enlarging the definition and, 
therefore, you are trespassing into the domain of the Central Act and you 
are going to make the Act ultra vires to that extent. That is not the case, 
Sir. I repeat again that the question arose in a Bihar case and the Bihar 
High Coutt came to the decision that you can alter or change words used 
in the definition given in the Central Act, you can introduce new phrases 
also, if you do not extend the field of taxation, verbal changes can do 110 
possible harm. So far as my suggested explanation of “cultivator^ is 
ofmoemed, that does not in any way extend the meaning of cultivator at 
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all that simply elucidates or rather puts down the dictionary meaning of 
the word. If you consult any dictionary you will find that the word 
‘^cultivator” means a person who cultivates or raises crops or plants. 
Therefore a cultivator need not< necessarily till his own land. He may 
employ hired labourers to raise crops. If that be the dictionary meaning 
then simply by adding this explanation I do not extend the meaning of the 
word or field of taxation in any way. Sir, you will find in the Bihar Act 
the word “revenue” has not been used in the definition. In the definition 
of agricultural income, the w'ord “revenue” used in the India Act. has 
been changed to “income” in the Bihar Act. Not only that, certain new 
words have been introduced in the Bihar definition also such as “cesses 
collected under any Bengal Act”. You will not find these words in the 
Central Act, but these words^ appear in the definition of the Bihar Act 
and it has been held by the Jffihar High Court that addition of these words 
or change of the word “inctoe” into “revenue” or “revenue” to “income” 
has not done any mischief. Sir, you 'will also find in the definition given 
in the Assam Act of agricultural income an explanation has been added 
regarding tea income. If by introducing an explanation regarding tea 
the Assam Act has not gone against the Central Act, why should the 
Bengal Act, simply by introducing the explanation of the word “culti- 
vator”, do any mischief, I cannot understand, particiilarly when the 
explanation that I am going to suggest is only giving the dictionury 
meaning of the word. It <loes not in an\ wu\ t‘xtend the scope ol the 
definition and so long as any amendment does not so enlarge the meaning 
as to extend the field of legislation, it cannot do an\ possible harm. 1, 
therefore, suggest that the definition of agri(‘ultural ineome should he made 
explicit by introducing an explanation of the word “cultivator” and 1 
repeat again that the explanation that 1 have suggested only gives only the 
dictionary meaning of the word and does not in an\ way extend the field 
of legislation. On the contrary, if the explanation be not added the word 
“cultivator” may he taken in the narrow sense of a tiller or a raiyat, and 
difficulties may arise in the future from such interpretation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I beg to move that clause 2(/)(r) 
be omitted. 

Here 1 am on safer grounds than iii the previous ease. I am seeking 
to delete one portion of the definition of “agricultural income” as given 
in the lueome-tax Act. Later on it will be noticed that the Select Com- 
mittee has kept out of the purview of the present legislation building and 
land owned and occupied by a receiver or by a cultivator under certain 
circumstances. In view of that wise decision of the Select Committee, I 
am inclined to think that the retention of this portion of the definition of 
agricultural income is unnecessary and may be misleading. I again 
reiterate my observation as well as the explanation given by Rai Harendra 
Nath Chaudhuri that we are entitled to delete such portions of the defini- 
tion of agricultural income which do not seek to extend the ambit of the 
taxation, but we cannot so alter the definition as to widen the extent of 
taxation. 
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With that view of the things I am moving thia amendmant and I hope 
that the Hon’ble Minister in charge, in view of the subsequent changes 
effected, will have no difficulty in accepting my amendment. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is now cleat 
that income derived from building is not to be taxed. But I draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to sub-elause (i) of clause h, vi*., “Save 
m otherwise provided by this Act, the following heads of agricultural 
income shall chargeable to agricultural income-tiix (in the manner here- 
inafter appearing), namely:— (0 agricultural income as defined in sub- 
clause {a) of clause (1) of section 2 and (ti) agricultural income as defined 
in sub-clause (h) of clause (1) of section 2. Sub-clause (b) of clause (1) of 
section 2 includes income derived from building, but as we are not going 
to tax income derived from building by sulwlause (it) of clause 5, if we 
keep the definition as it is in the Select Committee it will be anomalous. My 
submission, therefore, before you is that this portion of the definition, i.e., 
“income derived from building” should be deleted and by the deletion of 
this expression no harm will be caused to the revenue as it is in the scheme 
of this Bill that the income derived from building is not to be taxed. So, 

I wholeheartedly support the motion which has been moved by my honour- 
able friend Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK : amendment move ^ 

Cl agriculture-ij^i tij?* agricultural produce (TJ 

feR ^ agricultural income 

^ 9f% I ^ ^ ^ ^ 

double taxation I jiroductionil^ frltfr 5^3Tfl 

^ through production ^ ^ ^ 

amendment '4T«t TOR I 

Maharajadhiraja UDAY CHAND MAHTAB Bahadur, of Burdwan; Sir, 
the amendment already iiioveil is consequential. Ihe Select ('ommit.lee 
have exempted the income from buildings frcun the scope of the measure. 
It is therefore in the fitne.s.s of things that ugricultuntl inrome as defined 
in the Bill should exclude income from buildings. There may be legal 
complexitie.s if the income from buildings is excluded while the definition 
of agricultural income under the Bill includes imome from buildings. 
Already previous speakers have peunted out the reasons for this amendment. 
Therefore 1 do not want to take up the time of the House but 1 think that 
it would be a good thing if the Hon’ble Minister accepted this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; As regards the 
objections taken to clause 2(i)(c), there w*ems to be some amount of 
misunderstanding, as 1 gather from Dr. Bbawmik’s sjieech. Het me point 
out that this is not a charging section. This is only a definition section 
and nowhere in the Bill are buildings proposmi to be taxed. The retention 
of sub-clause (c) will not create confusion. It reproduces exactly the defini- 
tion of agricultural income as given in the Indian Income-tax Act. Am 
Dr. Bbawmik has very pertinently said, buildings are necessary for farxna 
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Bmd BO on. That is quite true. They are a means by which agricultural 
income is derived. But we are not specihcally taxing buildings. That was 
the decision of the Select Committee. Therefore there is no harm in defining 
agricultural income in the comprehensive way in which the Indian Income- 
tax Act has defined it. Otherwise, the definition would be an incomplete 
definition. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I put a question to the 
Hon’bie Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the Bihar Act has excluded (c)‘f 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I have not even uttered a word. 
You do not give me a chance to speak. You allow Dr. Sanyal to .speak for 
one hour but you don’t give me even a minute. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a question of discussion of the provisions of the 
Bill. In view of the fact that clause 2 was taken up before clause 1, the 
members were not ready. That was the complaint made. I don’t think 
that there will be anything wrong if a member is alh)we(I jiisi to put a 
question ? 

Rsi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ma\ 1 invite the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that the Bihar Act has excluded (r) ? 
When a question arose in a High Court case at Patna, it has been held 
that hy taking out (r) no offence has been committed and the Act is perfectly 
intta vires. 

TIm Hon’blo Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAM I : I know very well 
that the Bihar Act does not have a similar sub-clause (c) but there is 
absolutely no reason why we should not make our definition clear and 
oomprehensive. That is the only reason for the sub-clause (c) finding a 
place in the Bill. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: That will create confusion. 

TiM Hon’blt Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAM 1 : 1 am convinced that 
it will not orea^ confusion. 

Adlounmimt. 

The House was adjourned at 6-20 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Tuesday the 
■15th February, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled tinder 
the provisions of the Government India Act, 1935 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
15th February, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

PrsMiit: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syeo Nafsher Au), in the Chair, 
13 Hon’ble Ministers and 178 members. 

STARRED QUESnON 

(to which oral answer was giren) 

Release of *^8tate’* and security prisoners to help in the relief leorkSa 

*85. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charg-e of the Homo (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether he has received any communication addressed ttn him by a numlier 
of State and securiiy prisoners of the Presidency Jail — 

(i) offering to Government their joint services for the puriKise of bel]nng 

to minimise the suffering the iieople in distress owing to the 
present economic condition of the country, in response to the 
speech of the Hon’hle Ohief Minister at ITttnrpani; and 

(ii) asking for release for the purpose? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the date when he received the (^fmiiiiunication ; 

(u) the date when it was submitted to the jail office; 

(nt) the number and names of the signatories ; and 

(if) whether he has replied to the said communication? 

(c) If he has not received the communication, does the Hon’hle Minister 
propose to make an enquiry as to whether any such communication addressed 
to him was, in fact, submitted in the jail office? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle Minister Ik* pleased U> state whether Government 
propose to accept the offer referred to in (a)? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hic 
Khwaja Sir Nazimtaifclin) : ( n ) Yes . 

(b) (i) 30th August, 1943. 

(it) I have no information. 

(tit) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(iv) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 



442 


QFESTIOirS. 


[15th Fbb., 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
gtate whether the Goveminent was satisfied that these people really meant 
to serve the cause for which the^ applied for their release P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That I cannot say, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the contents of the reply given by him ? 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as I can remember, 
we regretted that we could not release them. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us whether any of those security prisoners have been released on any 
other ground? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Was there any indication in the said peti- 
tion as to whether the petitioners made it clear that they would not take 
part in any political movement after release? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Destruotioii of crops in Daudkamfi and Homna by water-hyacinth since 

1916. 

34. Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: {a} Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether the 
Goveniineiit are aware that in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria and in the 
Sadar subdivision of Tippera, especially in Daudkaiidi and Homna, there are 
large hreas where crops are being destroyed by water-hyacinth since the 
year 1915? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the people of many such localities 
have petitioned to the respective — 

(t) Subdivisional Officers; 

(u) the Collector; and 

(u*) the Government of Bengal for removing the distress caused by the 
water-hyacinth by the construction of fences under section 13 of 
the Water-hyacinth Act, 1936? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking imme- 
diate steps in the matter in view of the recent “Grow More Food” campaign ? 

MINISTER in ohargn of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo KImui Bftlmhir Satyod Muaizaiiiiiddin Hosain): (a) Prior to 193 > 
crops in some areas of the Brahmanbaria subdivision were being destroyer! 
by water-byacinth, but since 1935 the imsition has much improved there 
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It k a fact tliat crops in certain areas of the Dandkandi and Homna thanas 
of the Sadar subdivision of Tippera are being damaged by the aforesaid peat 
since 1915. 

{b) No. 

(c) Fences were constructed in some of the affected areas. Applica- 
tions for further fencing will be sympathetically considered when received* 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many fences were constructed and in which areas P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No fences were constructed under the Bengal Water-Hyacinth Act but 
fences were constructed by private agriculturists here and there for their 
own benefit. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Do the .Government consider the 
desirability of constructing the fences under the Water-Hyacinth ActP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINs 

Certainly; if applications ar(* made for the purpose, they will be sympathe- 
tically considered. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED. With reference to answers (h) and (c), 
I find that the Hon’ble Minister has said in ivply to (c) that “apidieationa 
for further fencing will be sympathetically considered when received”, but 
in reply to (6), he has said, “No”. Are not these two rt^plies contradictory 
in character P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

No application was made to the Subdivisional Officers or to the (-ollecto/ 
or to Government for the construction of fences under the Act, but in 
some of the ureas fences were constructed by tbe agriculturists tliemselves 
with their own private efforts. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED* The question (6) is whether it is a fact 
that the people of many such localities have petitioned to their respective 
officers for removing the distress caused by the construction of fences, and 
the answ^er thereto i.s. No. But from the answer Ut (r), nuinely, that 
fences were constructed in some of the affe<‘ted areas, it is clear that such 
petitions were received and fences were constructed in some of the affected 
areas; still, in reply to (6), Government says that no petition was receives!. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO 8 AIN 1 

With reference to (h) the answer is, ”no”, becau.se under the Waler- 
Hyacinth Act no action was taken, but outside the purview of the Act 
action was taken as I have mentioned in my answer to (c). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether it is a fact that no petition was received at any 
time by- the Subdivisional Officers or the Collector? 

The Hon’ble Khin Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

My information is that no petition under the Act was received, hut it may 
be that general petitions were received. 
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Dr. ABOUL MOTALEB MALIKs With reference to answer (c), will 
ihe Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether in the absence of any 
application Oovemment do not think that it is their duty to take an initia- 
tive in removing the water-hyaciyth pestP 

Th 0 Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: 

As present we have got a rural development staff who are entrusted with 
the work of rural development and people will have to file applications before 
them and then action will be taken. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any survey has been made in the^, subdivision of Brahman- 
baria or in the Bhati area of the district of Mymensingh for removing this 
pest P 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: 

No survey has been made but we know that in Brahmanbaria subdivision 
and in the Bhati area of Mymensingh there have been ravages of water- 
hyacinth to a very great extent. ^ 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of making a survey of the particular districts affected? 

Th. Hon'bl. Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUODIN' H08AIN: 

I have just answered that we have got a staff who have been instructed to 
see where such ravages are taking place and on their report steps can be 
taken to give relief to such areas. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was ghroa) 

Food Census in Bengal. 

*82. Mr. MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state, showing sub- 
division by subdivision, (he result of Food Census in the Eajshahi district? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether foodgrains 
available in the district will meet the demands of the district? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what step, if any, Government have taken or propose to take 
to meet local needs of the district ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for taking 
a food census in the Province? 

MINI8TER In oberge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrew«rdy)s (a) A statement, showing the results of 
the Food Census, is laid on the Table. 

(6) The statement will show that the district was more or less sell- 
sufficient. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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(t) To aacertain tlie actual food position as on tb© 16th Jun©, lHiil, 
and ih© food requirements for the period ending the Slst December, 1943; 
(it) to organise Food Committees on a territorial basis ; 

(ut) to collect other necessary statistics bearing on the food problem; 
(tn) to secure equitable distribution of foodgrains to the needy by way 
of loans or otherwise; and 

(v) to detect hoards of foodgrains and to stimulate as far as practicable 
the liquefaction of stocks and the free flow of foodgrains along trade 
channels. 

StatcTnent referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred guestton No. 82, 


(FigurM in ibouMindii of mauncb.] 



Familifw. 
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rwjuire- 


Kxneotod 
yield of 
aus at 

10 maundH of 
ric*’i per 
acre. 

Subtil vision. 

Number. 

Member«. 

monta in 
terms of 
rice for 6J 
months from 
16 6-1943 

.r to 

31121943. 

Stocks in 
terras of 
rice found 
as on 

16 6 1943. 

1 
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3 

4 
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Sadar ... 

119 

607 

1,3.38 

363 

788 

Nator 

68 

376 

829 

341 

665 

Naogaon 

116 

659 

1,360 

468 

470 

Total 

303 

1,642 

3,617 

1,162 

1,913 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there has been any change in the situatioii in the district 
since when this question was obtained ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. That is the 
general position. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state the current position with regard to the requirements of the Rajshahi 
district for the current year and the current sea.M»n That is what I asked 
in the previous question. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UMRAWARDY: The previous question was 
with reference to the food census. The food <eiisus had been finished and 
the results of food census have been answered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question also relates to the food 
census and the requirements of the district. 

Mr. SPEAKERS You cannot bring in matters not askwl in the question. 
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UNSTARRED QUESlKMiS 
(antweiv to which were laid on the table) 

Arrafigemont made for food and sliettar of famished peoplOb 

30. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that nearly a lakh of famished people have taken shelter 
on the footpaths of Calcutta? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what arrangements have been made to provide them with 
shelter and food? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Yes, at the time when 
the honourable member gave notice of this question. Conditions have, 
however, returned to normal now. 

(b) All possible relief measures were taken, including the supply of food 
•through free kitchens,, cheap canteens, etc. Arrangements were also made 
for. removing destitutes to cam{>s for recuperation and treatment prior to 
repatriation to their homes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the answer that arrange- 
ments were also made for removing destitutes to camps for recuperation 
and treatment prior to repatriation to their homes, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what number out of the total number was removed to 
destitutes’ homes and how many of them again were repatriated to their 
villages ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is the Hon'))le Minister aware that there 
was a very large percentage of deaths from amongst the destitutes removed 
to relief camps and the percentage of deaths was comparatively higher than 
the percentage of deaths outside the camp? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. That is not so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the position, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a vague question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hun’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the percentage of deaths in the relief camps? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that, but 
I am aware of the fact that the percentage of deaths was very low. 

Result of anti-hoarding (briyo in Banlun. 

31. Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state separately — 

(i) the quantities of (1) rice, (2) paddy, (3) pulse, and (4) wheat as 
surplus stock in the district of Bankura after the preliminary 
operation of the anti-hoarding drive movement; 
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(it) the number of Food Committees already organised in jtbe (1) Vishnu- 
pur and (2) Sadar subdivisions in the district of Bankura; and 
(in) whether it is a fact that the working of the Food Committees has 
been left in the hands of the existing Union Boards P 
(6) If the answer to {a){iii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any attempt was made to form the 
Committees on popular basis? 

(c) If so, what was its nature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (u)(i) jSo sur)>lus over the 
estimated food requirements of the district for the |)eriod from the 16th 
June, 1943, to the 31 st T)eceml)er. 1943, was found. 

(ii) Food Committees organised — 



Village. 

Urban. 

Union. 

Thana. 

(1) Vishnupur .. j 

156 

30 

1 

53 


(2) Sadar . . . . 

2,392 

17 

129 

13 

Total 

1 

2,547 

47 

182 

13 


(hi) The Food Committees are supervised by the staflf of the Jute Regu- 
lation Department. One Officer (Assistant Inspector) for every six Unions 
and one P.T.<.A. for each Union have already been iK)sted and have taken 
up their duties. 

ih) The Food Committees were instructed to l>e formed on a poptilar 
basis and as far as is known this has Been done. 

(c) Instructions were given to constitute the Food Committees at public 
meetings of the local people who were to choose their own representatives 
from amongst the suitable honesj and public-spirited gentlemen irrespective 
of class, community or party. 

Government order for froe movement of foodgrains and obstruction of local 

ofliciais. 

32. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the*Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that cases have occurred where executive officials in the districts have 
not followed the Provincial Governments order in the matter of free move- 
ment of foodgrains? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’bio Minister 
be pleased to state what steps does he propose to take in the matter? 

TbO Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDy: (a) No such case has come to 
my notice. It is possible, however, that action may have been taken in some 
mstances by local officials purely with a view to safeguarding the local supply 
position. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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Pandiiig quattiom. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Sir, before you pass on to the next item 
of business may 1 draw your atte|ition to the paucity of questions that are 
being answered by the Government every day. We have some very urgent 
questions pending and some of them are about the security prisoners who 
are hovering between life and death. 

Mr. SPEAKERS 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister will take a note of this. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may 1 know what is the fate of 
my short notice questions two of which have been sent out to your depart* 
men about a week ago? One of these questions related to the Department 
of Communications and Works (Irrigation) relating to the proposed cut on 
the right bank of the Damodar. 

Mr. SPEAKERS It is very difficult to give an offhand answer to this. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I wjould like to know whether any 
answer from the Hon’ble Minister has been obtained. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is difficult to answer that offhand. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY. Mr. Speaker, last session I tabled a 
question about our leader, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, but this session although 
15 days have passed 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you go on talking about individual questions like 
this, then the whole time of the House will be taken up. I quite understand 
your grievances with regard to questions and steps ought to be tak^n 
to redress your grievances. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: If steps are not taken, what is the use of 
this sham showP 

Mr. SPEAKER. If Government or the Ministers do not treat you in the 
manner in which you ought to be treated, the remedy lies in your hands. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: We know how to deal with them. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is Mr. Speaker also placed like the 
members ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you can suggest any remedies to me, kindly see me 
in my chamber. I will have a talk with you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The remedy lies in moving an adjourn- 
ment motion to which we hope you will give your consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have got to go by the rules. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Th% Btiigal AgriMiiUinl Iti coim Tax Bill, 1S4S. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. H» ROWAN HODGE: Mr. Speaker, I have three amendments here 
on the same sub-clause of clause 2 — Nos. 42, 45 and 4S. Now, Sir, these 
are alternatives which are consequential upon amendments which I propose 
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to IXI 0 T 6 at a later stage ou clause 4t> of the Bill. In those oirouiustauoes I 
ask . 3 rour leave to postpone consideration of the amendments at this stage 
and to return to them after disposal of clause 40 of the Bill. Until clause 
46 has been disposed of, I am unable to know which of these three amend* 
ments should be moved, Sir. 

Mr* SPEAKER. Mr. Goswami, Have jou any objection to thisP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I have got no objec- 
tion. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we feel that this is a very unusual 
request from one part of the House. Wlule sympathising with the honour- 
able member in his difficulties, we submit that earlier now' it would be 
helpful to the House if the intention of the honourable member or his party 
is made clear while we are ou this clause so that w'e may bo in a position to 
understand how to deal with the other clauses. Clauses 46 to 48 appear 
very late in the Bill. It would be extremely difficult for us to wait till 
that late period to understand the position that the European Party is going 
to take up with regard to this measure. We would like that the arguments 
that Mr. Rowan Hodge and others would like to place in support of clauses 
46 to 48 may very well be advanced now' wh\ he proposes the^se alternative 
amendments. In the absence of that we must take it that they agree to 
the (dauses as they have emerged from the Select (’ommittee. A Bill ut 
this stage and a clause at that particular stage cannot be left as a whole 
undisposed of till we come tow'ards the very end. This kind of request may 
come up in relation to other clauses also where some of us may feel and we 
have also reasons to feel that unless the wdnde Bill is gone into, certain other 
consequential amendments that we like should take effec^t would not be 
possible for us to pre><s. In view of that, w'e would submit most respectfully 
that you would not keep these amendments held over but would re(|uest the 
honourable member to press their points and try to convince the House now. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: 1 would explain, Sir, with refernce to my learned 
friend’s remarks that these amendments relate to the definition of “w'orld 
income”. That definition of “world income” only affects two oilier clauses 
in the Bill — 45 and 46. But until we dispose of clauses 45 and 46, our poini 
is that it is not possible to decide the definition of “world income”. T 
would submit, Sir, there have been many precedents for postponing defini- 
tions until the ipain clauses in the Bill have been settled, and that is an 
advisable procedure because otherwise we may find that the definitions are 
not in fitting with subsequent clauses as passed. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; On a point of order Will it 
not be putting the cart before the horse to suggest that the definition should 
be taken after the relevant clauses are disposed of? We can dispose of 
clauses 46 and 47 only after we have a definite idea about what “world 
income” is going to mean. Unless the meaning of “world income is 
settled beforehand, how can we proceed to consider clauses 46 and 47 which 
have reference to "world income”. We have got to make our ideas clear 
’ first about the definition and it is only after making our ideas clear in 
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Tespeot of tbe definition that we are going to proceed with the consideration 
pi the relevant clauses. Otherwise, Sir, as I said before, it will be putting 
the cart before the horse. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Stark, li^nd some difficulty with regard to the last 
point raised by Mr. Rai Chaudhuri. He says that if the definition be left 
open, how can they consider a particular clause which deals with that with- 
out knowing what it means. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On the other hand, if these amendments are acccepted 
and our subsequent amendments are not accepted, then we are in a mess. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the whole trouble is this. The same argument 
could have been advanced with regard to other amendments on clause 2. 
You say that you cannot do it until you know the position with regard to 
clauses 45 and 46. The position appears to be that 45 and 46 cannot be 
understood until the definition is known. That is the difficulty. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: I would submit that the definition should follow 
clauses 46 and 46 and not 45 and 46 come after the definition. 

The Hon’hle Mr. TULSICHANDRA GOSWAMI: I quite realise bis 
point. If Mr. Stark could be accommodated, I have no objection. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2, sub- 
clause (1*5) be omitted. 

Sir, the amendments which appear later in the list on clau.ses 45 and 46 
which I propose to move in due course if carried will have the effect of 
altering the present scheme of the Bill with reference to refunds where taxes 
are collected at source. I cannot explain these amendments without a 
reference to these clauses, namely, clauses 45 and 46. Clause 45 of the Bill 
deals with refunds generally; that is to say, where the tax-payer has been 
overcharged he will be at liberty to get adjustment by way of refunds. That 
is in general terms. Then when we come to clause 46, that deals with a 
special class of cases. That deals with the case of collection of tax at 
source and affects share-holders in companies, partners in firms and members 
of associations. As that clause is framed, it deprives that individual of an 
adjustment to bring his tax back to the rate which affects his total agricul- 
tural income by the introduction of a reference to his total world income. 
Total world income is found nowhere else in the Bill — a matter with which 
this House is not really concerned, but the object of this reference to total 
world income is to restrict the basis on which those refunds are to be granted. 
In the result, that class of tax-payers is to suffer by having to pay tajrf 
at rates which are higher than those set out in the schedule. That is a 
principle to which we take exception and when we reach that clause I shall 
move for the deletion of clause 46 and for the introduction of this class of 
refunds into the general clause 45. It follows from that that if clause 46 
goes, the need for a definition of “total world income’^ also does not arise. 
In those circumstances, Sir, I move for the deletion of danse 2(15). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hodge, will you move amendment No. 48 alao? 
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Mfi H. ROWAN HODGE: Sir, I am placed in a difficulty by not being 
ai)le to postpone it till the consideration o{ clauses 46 and 46. I must also 
move amendment No. 48. Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 {IS), sub- 
claiue (c) be omitted. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, you have got to add something more. 
That “and” should be deleted from (b). 


Mr. A. F. STARK s That can be done by the Secretar\ . 

Dr. MALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is a drafting matter. Besides, 
that is not necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, that is not absolutely neeessary. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: Sir. that is not peculiar to amendment 
No. 48. Now, Sir, thi.s amendment is an alternative to amendment No. 45 
which I have just moved and refers to sub-elause (e) of clause 2 (IS). Sub- 
clause (e) of clause 2 (IS) which was added b\ the Select t'ommittee 
includes in the definition of total world income agricultural income derived 
from land in British India excepting Bengal. 

Now, Sir, the effect of this is that the definition of total wtuld income 
in this Bill is to go beyond the scope of the definition of total world income 
in the Indian Income-tax Act. We have been told b> (iovernment that the 
rea.son why share-holders and partners are !o be treated on a basis different 
from other tax-jiayers in this province is that it it were not for this purely 
artificial distinction between the Central income-tax and the provincial 
income-tax, if all taxes were levied by the Centre, we should be charged 
on the basis of total world income. But that means total world income 
as defined in the Indian Income-tax Act. Accepting the priiicijde, which 
I do not, that one class of tax-jiayers should be treated differently from all 
others and should be taxed with reference to their total world income there 
aeems to be no logical ground why the definition of total world income 
should go beyond the definition contained in the Indian Income-tax Act. 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I am afranl Mr. Rowan 
Hodge’s anticipatory speeches have not been very clearly understood by 
the House, because his speeches are all relevant if the House is in a mood to 
consider clauses 45 and 46 here and now. If only those clauses are examined 
by the House, only in that case a speech in connection with those clnuses 
can be understood', otherwise his speech is altogether unintelligible. Sir, 
he proposes that the definition of total world income should not be settled 
now in view of the fact that he has certain amendments to move in c.onnec- 
tion with clauses 45, 46, 47, etc. Now, if you please turn to the amendments 
that have been tabled by Mr. Hodge regarding those clauses, you will SM 
that he.proposes that refund should not be computed with reference to the 
world income at all. If he desires to move such a proposition that t^ 
refund shonld not be calculated at all with reference to the total world 
income, then there may be no necessity at all of even defining total wld 
income. total world income ha« got to be defined, it to be demted 
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first and after we hare the definition of total world income settled, we can 
proceed with the consideration of those clauses which have reference to total 
world income. In the Central Act you will see there was no definition of 
total world income before. It i| only lately by an amending Act that the 
definition of total world income has been introduced in the Central Act. 
Now, the definition that has been given in the Bill before us of total world 
income proceeds on the basis of the definition of total world income as given 
in the Central Act. If that be so, then there can be no question of quarrel 
about the definition of total world income at all. Whether a certain class 
of persons will get a refund without reference to the total world income 
or with reference to such income is altogether a different question and that 
question will be properly dealt with in connection with clauses 45 and 46. 
But now we are only defining total world income on the lines indicated in 
the Central Act and there can be no difficulty therefore of adopting the defi- 
nition of total world income at this stage. It will be putting the cartJ 
before the horse to discuss clauses referring to total world income without 
previously defining total income as suggested. 

Mr. DHIREHDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the total world 
income evidently means income derived in any part of the world. As a 
matter of fact, if you look to the definition of the Indian Income-tax Act 
there it is stated that total world income’’ includes all incomes, profits 
or grains wherever accuring or arising. 

Mr. ROWAN HODGE S On a point of order, Sir. If the honourable 
member quotes the definition from the Central Income-tax Act, must he not 
quote it correctly and completely? He has only read a portion of the 
definition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. He can quote whatever 
portion he likes. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: If he is quoting from an Act? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tes, he may do so. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Hodge, I know, has got in his 
mind clause 46 of this Bill. Clause 46 deals with “refunds of tax deemed 
to have been paid by companies, firms and associations on behalf of others” 
The scheme of the Act is that the company will pay tax at the rate of 2 
annas 6 pies in the rupee. But when the company pays on behalf of ifts 
share-holders, there is a provision that equitable relief may be given to the 
share-holders. As the company pays the tax on behalf of its share-holders, 
the share-holders are entitled to get a refund under section 46 of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill. The question is what wiU be the rate of 
difference. Mr. Hodge quarrels with the rate of difference betwen the rate 
of total agricultural income applicable to such companies, etc., and the 
storage rate which would be applicable to the total world income of such 
skare*holdbrs. Mr. Hodge’s complaint is about tbe total world income of 
suck skare-holders, but the fact remains that we shall have to consider the 
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:][ue8tioja of refunds. As we shall have to consider the question of refunds 
there is a necessity for the definition of “total world income”. Mr. Hodge 
aeed not be apprehensive. If he can influence the House then wliile dealing 
with clause 46 of the Bill he will get a greater relief. This definition wull 
not injure him in the least, but there is the necessity of this definition at 
this stage. So I do not think that Mr. Hodge has been well advised to move 
iris amendment at this stage. 

With these few words I oppose the amendment that has been proposed 
by Mr. Hodge. 


Mr. A. F. STARK: 1 am afraid we cannot quite agree with my 
honourable friend. Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dattu. We do feel that if sub- 
clause (/•>) is passed the p()siti<)n will be prejudioeil a> regards clause 46. 
We find it rather difticult to understand wh\ honourable ineinbeis from the 
Opposition, my friends, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta ami Rai Harendra Nath 
('haudhuri, should be defending (iovernment. r.suall> wt* find that the 
Opposition opposes (rovernment. However it may be that in this (*ase my 
friend, Rai Harendra Nath ( haudhuri, seeks to distract attention from his 
own amendments by attacking the unfortunate European party. 
<Mr. Shvmsidiun AhmWd: Wb\ unfortunate, very fortunate parts. i I 
would like to stress the point already made b\ Mr. Rowan Hodge that the 
definition of the total world income in the Indian Income-tax Act (bM‘f« not 
include agricultural income of any sort whether arising outsidi* or in this 
Province. If Mr. Datta really reails tlie definition I am sure he will agree 
witli me and 1 would like to stress that our main point is that we think 
there should be no discrimination between tax-juners and ia\-pa>ers. All 
tax-payers sliould be entitled to refunds on the same liasis. W e slnmbl 
not have one class of tax-payers only entitl*^«l to refunds on the total world 
income basis 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 am afraiil I have to 

oppose this amendment. It is extremely neces.sary to have a definition of 
total world income and any refund to be made must be made on the ba-sis of 
total world income. I shall deal with this more fully when we come to 
amendments to clau.se 17. But I shall just point out that unlcHs we make 

the total world income the basis of our refund it may be that we shall not be 

having any tax at all from certain people. We may have to refund the 
who^e tax assessed. I won’t say many w’urds more becau.se 1 think Rai 
Harendra Nath riiaiidliuri has made the position quite clear and 1 must 

insist that any refund that may have to be made will be made on the basis 

of total w'orld income. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Of all the amendments that are in order amendments 
Nos 20, 28, 29, 30, 43 and 48 have been moved. I shall now put these 
amendments one after another. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbaatar, that in 
clause 2(i)(«| in line 3, for the words “in British India” the words in 
Bengal” be substituted was then put and lost. 

80 
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The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, that in 
clause 2(h), the following explanation be inserted, namely: — 

*'E.rph/ 7 mtion . — The word ‘cultivator’ includes a producer who does not 
cultivate lands himself but carries on agricultural w^ork by paid 
labourers.”, 

was then put and a division taken with the following results: — 

AYE8-44. 


AM«I llt)M, Miiilvi (MymtMiRgh). 

AM«I Wmfi. MiNlvi. 

AkH NmirIii larkar, Maulvl. 

Aihanrya Okaaabary, Maharaja laahi Kaata, al 
Maktagaaha, Mymaaiingh. 

■ail Ahmaa Ohaaahuri, Khan lahaanr Haji. 
■arma, Mr. FaipaJU. 

■arman. Mr. Upathra Nath. 

Ihawmik, Dr. Qabinia Chanara. 

Cbattapaahpap. Mr. Narlpa^a. 

OhaMahuri, Rai Haranara Nath. 

Daa. Dahu Raahanath. 

Oatta. Mr. Ohiranara Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Haranara Nath. 

•laaaaain Ahmaa Chaaahury, Alhaaj. 

Maaan All Ohtwahary, Mr. lyaa. 

Natham All Khan, Khan Rahaaar Maalvl. 
aalalnaain Naahamy, Mr. tyaa. 

Kanan, Mr. Nithttha Nath. 

Lahirl, iaha Athalaah. 

Mahtab. Maharajaabiraja Dahaaar uaay Ohaaa* 
at laNaran. 

■aji, Mr. Aawalta Kamar. 


Majamaar, Mrt. Hamaprava. 

Maniruzzanian lilnmabaai, Maalana Ma. 
Maakharjaa, Dr. Syamapraiaa. 

Muhammaa Afzal, Khan Dabaaar Maalvl tyaa. 
Makharji, Dr. Sharat Chanara. 

MalHck, Srijat Aihataih. 

Nanay, Maharaja Irlahehanara, al Cataimbazar. 
Naikar, Mr. Nam Chanara. 

Ramizaaain Ahmaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Chara Chanara. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrlihna. 

Ray, Mr. Riran tankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray. Mr. Patiram. 
tanyal. Dr. Nalinakiha. 

•an, Mr. Atal Chanara. 
tan, Mr. Dhiranara Nath. 

•an, Jagaih Chanara, Rai Rahaaar. 

•an fivpta, Mri. Nallia. 
thamMaain Ahmaa, Mr. 
tinha, trilvt Maninara Bhaaan. 

•ar, Mr. Haranara Kamar. 

Waliar Rahman Maalvl. 


NOES— 71. 


Ah«al Haiz, Mr. MIraa. 

AMal Hakim, Maalvl (Mymanaln|bJ. 
AMal Hakim Vlkramparl, Maalvl Ma. 
Ahaal Hamia, Mr. A. M. 

Ahavl Latlt Btawai, Maalvl. 

Ahaal Matalah Malik, Dr. 

Ahaal Wabah Khan, Khan Bahtaar. 
Ahavlla-AI Mahmaaa, Mr. 

Ahaar Rahman, Khan Bahaaar, A. F. M. 
AMar RAKhia Mahmaaa, Mr. 

Ahaar Rathaaa. Maalvl Ma. 

Ahal Hatain Ahmaa, Mr. 

Ahal Maaaa, Kul. 

Ahmaa All MrMha, Maalvl. 

Ahmaa Naaala, Mr. 

•arma, tha Nan'Ma Mr. Prvmharl. 
•arman, Baha Bhyama Praaaa. 

•tawaa, Baha Lafezmi Narayan. 

Blwaa, Mr. Razik LaL 
Ohakraharty, Baha Haranara Narayan. 
BMppananla, Mr. 4. W. 

Baz, Rai tahlh Annknl ChaMra. 

Baa, Rat tahlh KIrN BhntM. 


taMaaal Naana, Kaal. 

PaMM QnaaH, Khan BaluMNiv MantvL 
Paaiar Rahman, Mr. (Baaaa). 

PaMnr RahaMm, Mr. (Mymaaalath). 
B aan ami , tha Naa*Ma Mr. TnMi BBanl 
Bnpla, Mr. 4. H. 

BriMMM, Mr. B.- 
Ma ii BBMB B BanMN irt , Mnntvi 


HamianMIn Ahmaa, Khan tahlh. 

Natamally aamataar, Khaa •ahih Maalvl. 

Hnafv, Mr. H. Rawan. 

aalalnaain Ahmaa, lha Han’Ma Khaa Bahaanr. 

Manlvi. 

Kahlmaain Khan, Khaa Bahaanr Manlvi. 

Knmar, Mr. AtuI Chanara. 

MePbzrtaa, Mr. fi. P. 

Maflznaain Ahmaa, Khaa •ahih Manlvi (Tippera) 
Manaal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Manaal, Mr. Baakn Baharl. 

Mnhammaa All, Khaa Bahaanr. 

Mazlam All MnHah, Manlvi M. 

Mnzammal Hna. Manlvi Ma. 

Mnhammaa Ahanl Halim MnHa, Mr. 

Mnhamnua Itrail, Manlvi. 

Mnkhnrjna, tha Hta'Mn Mr. Taraknath, M.B.I. 
MvHIck, tha Hta’Ma Mr. PnNn Bakary. 

Mnzharrvfl Hazzaia, tha Hnn'Ma Ntwah, Khan 
Bahaanr. 

Hntlafanial Naana, Mr. tyna. 

Naaamllab. Navrahzaia K. 

Railmnaain. Hia Hnn'Ma Kh«ti« tir, K.B.I.B. 

Pain, tha Hnn'Ma Mr. Bamia Pvnaanaa. 

PnnmN, Mr. 4. A. 

Rananr Rahman Khaa, Mr. 

•aiaranain Ahmaa, Mr. 

•aBmBMn AhaMB, MaiL 
BahahmAlam, Mr. ByaC. 

•aikar, Bahn MaBnanBnn, 

•kihahnijin, tha Hnn'Ma Mr. KhnvnM. BJUL 
Mnfha, Bahn Kahalm Hath. 

Btrinr, Bahn UHt M n n Bn. 
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tW |m »OlM«rw. Mr. D. 8. 

•tort, Mr. A. r. 

KhM, th« NM'felt Mr. 
W*riMNffth, Mr. W. G.. G.I.I. 


Y»wt All OhMGlMri. Mr. 

Zalmr AGimG OfcMGlHirrt MmIvI. 

Zlttvr 8aii«u Itali GtMOvrf. MMifi 


The Ayes being 44 and the Noes 71, the motion was lost. 

The motion of llai Hareudra Nath Chuiidhuri that the following 
explanation be added at the end of snb-clause (1 ' of ela\ise 2: — - 

"Ejrphimition . — The wonl ‘cultivator’ in this detinition includes a 
person who does not cultivate his lands himself but carries on agri- 
cultural operations with the aid of hired laluiurers.”, 


w'as then put and h^st. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that clause ‘2U ){r) be omitted was 
then put and a division taken with the following results: — 


AYES 44. 


AMul Maii<, Mauivi (Myrnanilngh). ^ 

AMai Wahad, Mauivi. 

Aiu Hauain Sarkar, Mautvi. 

Acharyya Chaudhary, Makaraia Saiki Kanta. al Makta* 
facka, Myrnaniingh. 

■adi Akmad Ckaudkury. Kkaa Aakadur Maji. 

•arma, Mr. Puapaiit. 

•arman, Mr. Upax^n Nalk. 

Ckattapadkyay. Mr, Maripada. 

Ckaudkuri, Rai Harandra Natk. 

Dai, iaku Radkanatk. 

Dai Qapta, Dr. 4 . M. 

Datta, Mr. Dkirandra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Hartadra Natk. 

Qyaiuddifl Akmad Ckaudkury, AlkadJ. 

Naian All Gkawdkury, Mr. 8yad. 

Naikam All Kkan, Kkan Dakadur Mauivi. 
dalaluddia Haikamy, Mr. lytd. 

Kandu. Mr. Nlikitka Natk. 

Ukirl, taku Aikutaik. 

Maktak, Makaraladkirato takadar Uday Ckaad, at 
•urduraa. 

Mali, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 


Majumdar. Mn. Hamaprava. 

Maalruttaman lilamakadi, Maulaaa Md. 
Maakar]a«, Dr. lyamapraiad. 

Mukammad Attal. Kkaa takadar Mauivi lytd. 
Mukkirii, Dr. tkarat Okaadra. 

Mullick. Irijat Aikutaik. 

Naady, Makaraia triukaadra. at Oaiiimkaur. 
Naikar, Mr. Htm Okaadra. 

Ramitaddia Akmid, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaadra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriikna. 

Ray. Mr. KIraa lankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatka Natk. 

Ray. Mr. Ratiram. 

taayal. Dr. Naliaakika. 

laa, Mr. AtuI Okaadra. 

laa, Mr. Dkiraadra Natk. 

laa, dagaik Okaadra, Rai Rakadar. 

laa Gupta, Mn. Nailia. 

Ikamaaddia Akmad, Mr. 

Ilaka, Irijul Maaiadra •kuiaa. 
lur, Mr. Haraadra Kumar. 

Waliur Rakmaa, Mauivi. 


NOCS~47. 


Akdal NaRt, Mr. Mina. 

Akdul Hakim, Mautvi (MyaNuiiaik). 

Akdal Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvl Md. 
Akdal HaariA, Mr. A. M. 

Akdal Latit tliwai, Maalvl. 

Akdul Matalak Malik. Dr. 

Akdal Wakak Kkaa, Kkaa takadar. 
AkdaUa-Al Makmaad, Mi. 

Akdar Rakmaa, Kkaa lakadur A. F. M. 
Akdar Rakaiaa, liddipi, Mr. 

Akdar RaaakM Makmaad, Mr. 

Akdar Raakatd, Maaivi Md. 

Akal Haute Akaud. Hr. 

Akal Maud, Kad. 

Akmad AH Mrtika. Haahrl. 

AkuMd Haute, Mr. 

Altasaddte Akmad, Kkaa iakadar MaalvL 
•arau. tka Haa'Ma Hr. Rramkarl. 

Mkuas, taka UkakaH Harayaa. 

Btomaa, Hr. RaaMi Ui. 


Dai. Mr. Maamakaa. 

Data, taka Davaadra Natk. 

Emdadul Hafui, Kaii, 

Parlul Qnadir, Kkan takadar Maaivi. 

Faflar Rakmaa, Mr. (Daaca). 
failur Rakman, Mr. ^Mymaaatofk). 

GaawamI, tka Han'kii Mr. TuHi Okaadra. 

GrHRtki, Mr. 0. 

Oupta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Haiiuddin Ckaudkuri. Mautvi, 

Hamidttddia Akmad, Kkaa laMk. 

Halamally damadar, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 
dalaladdia Akmad, tka Haa'Ma Kkaa takadar Haaivi, 
Kakiraddia Kkaa, Kkaa takadar Mautvi. 

Kaaur, Mr. Atal Okaadra. 

Hattaddia Akmad, Kkaa laklk Maalvt (Ttppara). 
Maadal, Mr.Amrtta Lai. 

Haadal, Hr. iaaka iakarl. 

Mafcamaiad AH, Kkan takadar. 

Haalam AH MaHak, Maaivi H. 


tkakrakarty, taka Naraadu Harayaa. 
ttippiadala. Hr. d. W. 

Du. tai takte Anakal tkaadra. 

Haa, Rai laMk KHtl Itaatn. 


Manmaml Mat, M a ai v i Md. 

Hakammad Akdnt HaMm Malla, Mr. 
Hakammad lataO, Maalvl. 

Makarfid, tka Nut'kla Hr. Tarakaatk, M. t. 8. 



485 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[15th Feb., 


^ m NM'Ht Mf. talt« MMTf. 

r NMMta. IlM NM'ftto Naval, Klaa ialalw 
Ipvari HaiM, mr. lyM. 

WmmnUU Hawalsaaa K. 

MMi4ahi,tl« Naa’M* Khvaja Hr. K. 6. 1. 1. 

Mb, Nm Naa*llt Mr. Barala Iraiaaaa. 

■anar lafeaiaa Klaa. Mr. 
laiBmaaii Alaiaa, Mr. 

•ainaili AlBMl, NaJI. 
latala Alaw, Mr. lyai. 


•arluMi Bala Mailaaaiaa. 


ilalalaiaia, tN Haa'Ma Mr. Klwa)a, 0. 
•iagla, Bala Ktlatra Natl, 
lirriar, Bala Utta Maaia. 

TaaiiaaMla Klaa. tit Naa lli Mr. 

Vataf All Cltaaiarf, Mr. 

Zalar Alaial BNaaianr. Maahrl. 

Zmar Ralaua tial IMallanr. MaalvL 


The Ayes being 44 and the Noes 67, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. H. Rowan Hodge that in clause 2. sub-clause (15) be 
omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. H. Rowan Hodge that in clause 2(16), sub-clause (o 
be omitted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 

to. 


Clause 3. 

Rm Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move the amendment which stands in my name, namely, that m clause 6, in 
lines () and 7, the words “every Ruler of an Indian State” be omitted. 

In the year 1944, in the days of equality and fraternity, we do not 
oonsider that the Ruler of an Indian State is not an individual and that he is 
a super-human being. So I think these words are not necessary because of 
the fact that it is covered by the words “every individual” It says, “agri- 
cultural income-tax shall be charged for each financial year in respect of 
the total agricultural income of the previous year of every individual”. 
Certainly the Ruler of an Indian State is an “individual” and there is no 
necessity of making any special mention of that. If you want to mention 
anybody or any special class of people such as the Ruler of an Indian State, 
then I should think, Sir, that you should also mention some other nations 
who are acquiring land here. You know, Sir, and the House knows and 
everybody knows here that our friendly nations are acquiring vast tracts of 
lend. They are taking lands on lease for 15 or 20 years. The Washington 
Town is under construction, the Roosevelt Town is under construction, and 
our friendly nation has taken charge of the railways and many other things 
eonnected with Government, and under the licase and Lend policy they have 
taken charge of many things as mortgages. I am afraid they have taken 
possession of many things and they may some day come forward and ask our 
European friends to clear out and quit India — not we but they will ask to 
quit India. 


Mr. SPEAKER; Rai Bahadur, you are talking on the amendment. Are 
these things relevant ? 


Rti Bahailur liOGESH CHANDRA SEN: Yes, Sir, it is necessary to 
OMMitiou the friendly powers, because if you mention the Indian Ruler you 
should also mention Allied Nations. 


Mr. SPEAKERS That is all right; you need not dilate on that. 
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Rai Bahillur 1IOGE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I moYe this amendxneat 

and I think it is quite in order. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment 

moved by Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it will be better if all the amendments be moved 
and there be one speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How can that be possible, Sir? Hem- 
every other amendment may refer to some other subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don t you think that that will save time? I suggest 
after all the amendments are moved and discussed there will be voting one 
by one. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: There are different items, and every 
discussion must be confined to the issue raised h\ an amendment. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Discjmssion may be on the whole ehnne. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But the whole clause will be dealt with 
separately. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter, but I think it is only n question 
of convenience ns regards disposing of the matter. Will you kindly resume 
your seat? I am just considering the desirability as ro whether all the 
amendments can be moved first and then .•speakers can speak. Will that be 
inconvenient to you? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Absolutely not. Sir, if you read the 
amendments you will find that the nature of the suggestions contained there 
varie.s very greatly one from the other and it is not possible to cover in one 
speech different varieties of speeches. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right, go on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I am afraid my frieuid Rai Bahadur 
Jogesh Chandra Sen has not followed very carefully the implication of the 
use of the expression “every Ruler of an Indian State”. Here* while charging 
agricultural income-tax certain categories of probable assessees are nten tinn- 
ed, and it i.s common knowledge that within the province of Bengal some 
Indian States like the State of Tripura and f’ooch Behur and Darhhuiiga and 
other zemindars from outside have got large properties and some of the 
Indian State.s whioh have got large properties here are not subject to taxa- 
tion under the Indian Income-tax Act. The Rulers of Indian States, un- 
fortunately for U8. stand as a class by themselves and are at the present 
moment not within the purview of the Central Legislature far less of the 
Provincial Legislature and unless we specifically mention them in regard to 
properties held by them within the Province, a plea may be taken later on 
that these Rulers of States, although they have properties within the 
Province and earn agricultural income from such properties within tbe 
Province, may not be assessable to our taxation or may remain free and in 
that event there is just the possibility of some of these Rulers of Indiui 
States extending tbeir properties here and some bon<i fide residents of this 
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place may l)y henuini have their properties transferred in the name of Rulers 
of Indian States. These are the contingencies which we jnust very carefully 
avoid and therefore t would request the Kai Bahadur not to press his motion, 
because as yet although we would wish the same, we have not reached tlie 
stage of equality or fraternity which he so fervently hoped we liad reached 
these words, I oppose tlie motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI; I must oppose the 
amendment moved hy Hai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen for very obvious 
reasons. Indian Rulers form a category by themselves as reganls theii 
rights and privileges. We are just trying to treat them on the same footing 
as othei’ ])rosi)ective assessees. It is only to see that they should not escape 
j)a.Mnent of this income-ta\ tliat we are specifically mentioning them 

Rai Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
proviso t(j clause 3 be omitted. 

Sir, my reason is this. Of course I know that this income will be fuil\ 
a book adjustment, but if you kindly look at the pro])o>t‘d amendment> 
Nos. d4‘b4<i3 to Preamble >ou will find there suggestions to this effect that 
this income should he spent solely for the improvement of agriculture oi 
projects connected with agricultural improvement. So if Government derive 
any income from agriculture that income also should go for the improvement 
of agriculture. For that reason only, if not for anything else I submit that 
this proviso should be omitted, .so that Government income, though that 
may be only a book adjustment, may also be diverted for the iiniirovement of 
agriculture. These are my points. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sii, 1 oppo'ie the 
motion. The property of the (Vntral (lovernment is exempt from taxation 
by the ])rovinces umler section l’)4 of the ( 'onstitution Act. As regarils pro- 
perties of the Government of Bengal it is liardlv necessar\ to tax them, 
because the tax would be jiaid from the coffers of the (lovernment of Bengal 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAill: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso 
to clause 3 in line 3, the words “or any local authority” be omitted. 

Sir, R?:5T Local Authority ^n^T) I District Board. 

Local Board, Local Self-Government Act or Munici})alities Union Board- 

^rs'51 '5tri 

7^5^ Lm'al Authority cluus(‘ 

I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. on this motion uIm) we in our party 
feel that we cannot agree with the nmver of the motion. This clau.se relates 
to agricultural income euriietl by or ilerived from lamL belonging to the 
Provincial Government, the (’entral Government and certain local authorities 
like muuicipalitie.s and district boards. We would rather like to see that if 
there is any possibility of exemption, and this proviso gives exemptions to the 
Central Government, Provincial Government and local authorities, this 
exemption should not be encroached upon because many municipalities and 
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diattici boards hold properties not f(»r the benefit of individuals but for the 
benefit of the loinnmnity. And when there is an exemption provided for the 
i^ommunity at lur^e, tliere shouhl be no attempt to tax smh institutions, 
because it will ultimutel> reait on the coiumunit\ "itstdf. 1 will soon place 
before you the view that we hold in this conneition when 1 deal with the 
next motion, which I will move. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMi: Sir. most ol the loi'al 
bodies have to come to (iovenimeiit for jL|:rant.s-in-aitl and additioiml assist- 
ance and there is no point in taxinj; tiieir ajrricultural income, because that 
would be an additional ^nuiml for increased jrrant.s-in-anl, ami 1 see no 
reason f<tr a.s,ses>in<^ the lamls owned b\ municipalities. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir. I be^' to move that in ( iause b, in the 
proviso, in lim* d. alter tlie woids “Local authoritx’'. the words “or any 
public in.stirution lej^isttuiMl under the Societies H(‘^n*s1 lut ion Act, IStiO 
(Act XXI of LShth” l)e addctl 

Sir, as I have aliead\ tcxjdaincd just now while upposin^ the jirevious 
motion, our putjiose is (n see that propcuties la‘lon}»in^ to insl itui iiuis that 
are serviiifj; the public at lar^^e shoubl not be taxed, because sm h institutions 
often have to to (TO\ernment for additional assistance. Then* are numer- 
ous such institutions in this provini’e which have ^ot lands. 1 know of a 
soho(»l which detumd.s lar^^el> on the imaune that it derives from the lands or 
properties that btdonjj: to that scImmiI, I also know of .mother hospital, a 
chuntahle dispensary, which jrets a very lar^H* part of its income from land 
endowed to it Sucli imstitution.s would a^ain come to (iovernment lor 
as.sistam e h\ way ot aiils. The same artrunumt that ajiplii's to tin* case of 
municijialities and district hoanls a])plie.s eijually to .such cliaritahle iii.sli- 
tutions which, if tliey own any jiroperty ami have .some im'ome out of that 
property, should also, in my humble ojiinion. be exemjUed from the levy of 
the tax. In tlii.s view of thinj;s I submit that the motion may be accepteil 
by the House without oppo.sition. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to oppose this 
amendment We find that if this aiiieiidment is uerepled all the .societies 
registered umlei the Societies Uegi.stratinn Act will be exempted, but there 
are profit-making institutions and societies ( I)r N m.i.n \ hsiiA S.vxYAn: That 
cuiiiiot he under the Act.) ( haritulde institutions may be exeiiifited. If 
they are not cliaritahle in.stiutir)n*», they shall not he exempted. That is my 
principle. 

Tfie Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: There is no analogy 
between local bodies, such as municipalities and district Ix ards. and public 
institutions regi.stered under the Societies Registration Act m this matter. 

Public institution i.s u very wide expression. Public in**titutions legis- 
tered under the Act may be of variou.s kinds and even if some are worthy of 
assistance hv (iovernment others may not be equally worthy of such assist- 
ance. Therefore I cannot possibly' agree to their being placed for the 
purpose of exemption on the same footing as local bodies. 
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Mr> U PEN DBA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I submitted a sbort-notice 
amendment to clause 3 of the Bill. I want to know what has happened to it. 

Mft SPEAKER* That has been disallowed. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that in clause 3, in lines 
(i and 7, the words “every Rulei^ of an Indian State” be omitted was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that the proviso to clause 
3 he omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that in the proviso to clause 3 
in line 3, the words “or any local authority” be omitted was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal that in clause 3, in the proviso, in 
line 3, after the words “Local authority” the words “or any public institu- 
tion registered under the Societies Registration Act, JSbO (Act XXI of 
IHbd)’’ be added, was then put and division taken, with the following 
result : — 


AYEI— 46. 


AMiil MaJM, MtMlvi (Mynaailiici). 

ANmI Wtliftf. MimIvI. 

Afe« MaiMln larltar. Maalvl. 

Aaliarn* Ohaaikary. Makaraia Saiki Kaata, at 
Maktafaeka, Mymtailaik. 

Aikar AH, Maalvl. 

■aavr|M, Mr. Fraaiatka Natk. 

Barat All, Mr. Mk. 

Baraia, Mr. eaipa|ll. 

Baraiaa, Mr. Upaatfra Natk. 

Okallapatfkyay, Mr. Naripatla. 

0kaa4karl, Rai Nartapra Natk. 

Oat, Baka Raikaaatk. 

Bat Bapta, Dr. 4. M. 

Oai Bapta, Irijat Nartaira Natk. 

Batta, Mr. Dklrtatfra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Nartaira Natk. 

Batta, Mr. takaaiar. 

Itfkar, Mr. Upaairaaatk. 

Byasatftfia AkaivP Ckaaikary, AlkaPJ. 

Nataa All 0ka»«kary, Mr. lyvP. 

Naikaai All Kkaa, Kkaa BakNar Maatvi. 

Mria Akait4 Mia, Maalvl. 

Kkaa, Mr. Daktaira LalL 


Kaaia, Mr. Nitkitka Natk. 

Lakiri. Baku Aikatatk. 

Maktak, Makara|aPkiraJa BakaPar UPay CkaaP, at 

BurParan. 

MaJaaiPar, Mrs. Naaiaprava. 

ManPal, Mr. BIrat OkaaPra. 

Maalraaiamaa lilaaiakaPi, Maalaaa MP. 

Maakarjaa, Or. fyaaiaprataP. 

Mukkarjl, Dr. tkarat CkaaPra. 

Maltlek, lri|ut Aikatatk. 

NanPy, Makaraja Irlukaapra, at Oaniaikaiaf. 

Navkar, Mr. Maai OkanPra. 

RaaiiiaPPIa AkaiaP, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kaiaaikrtikna. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 
laayal, Dr. Nallaaktka. 
laa, Mr. DklraaPra Natk. 
laa, Jafatk CkaaPra, Rai BakaPar. 
laa-Bupta, Mre. Nalila. 
tkaaiMPPia AkaiaP, Mr. 

IfcaaitaPPiB AkaiaP KkaaPfcar, Mr. 

•iaka, Irljal Maaiapra Bkataa. 
tar, Mr. NaraaPra Kaaiar. 


AkPal Nakiai, Maalvl (Myaitatlatk). 
AkPai Naklai ¥lkraaipari, Maalvl MP. 
AkPal NaaiiP, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karlai, Mr. 

AMal LaHt Btearat, Maalvl. 

AkPal Matalak MaUk, Dr. 

AkPal Wakak Kkaa. Kkaa BakaPar. 
AkPaHa>al MakaiaaP, Mr. 

AkPar Rakaiaii. Kkaa BakaPar A. P. M. 
AkPar Rakaiaa liPPlRl, Mr. 

AkPar RaaaklP MakiaaaP, Mr. 

AkPar R aik a a P, Maatvi M. 

AkPaa PkakaaP, Maatvi MP. 

Akal Maaaia AkaiaP, Mr. 

Akal MaaaP, KaM. 

Akal Haaiaai, Maalvl. 

AlMMP AN MfMka. MaaM. 


AkaiaP Maaaia. Mr. 

AMavaPPIa AkaiaP, Kkaa BakaPar Maalvl. 
BaPI AkaraP CkaaPkary. Kkaa BakaPar Naji. 
Baraia, tka Haa^Ma Mr. Rraaikart. 

Ban-Mart, Mlaa P. B. 

BInraa, Baka LakakaH NarayM. 

BHwaa. Mr. Raaik Ul. 

Ckakrakarty, Baka H a uaaPr a Marayaa. 
CMppaaPala, Mr. P. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Baa, Rai taklk Aaakal BkaaPra. 

Baa. Rai CaMk KMI Bkaaaa. 

Baa, Mr. MaaaMkaa. 

Baaa, Baka BakaaPra Natk. 
rarkat Ban# KkaB«n, Bafain* 

PaMal BaAPM, Kkaa BakaPar MaaMu 
Partar RakuMa, Mv. (Baaaa). 
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rm/tm BtiMM, Mr. 

•Mliig. m. D., e.i.E. 

•MmMi, Ifet NM*Mt Mr. Tiilii OliaMrt. 

•iHMftl, Mr. 0. 

•Mia, Mr. J. N. 

NatniMfl CiMaikarl, Muhri. 

MlMWikMi AkMMl, KkM likik. 
nmmrntm, Mr. K. A. 

NMlM MirtkH. Mn., H.I.E. 

Htltaially JtMtiar. KkM •■kik MmItI. 

HMnl. Mr. M. A. P.. O.K.C. 

N«irt. Mr. N. R. 

iMlnsMbi AknN. KkM takakar Maelri. 
KaMfvMta KkM, KkM kakatfar MmIvL 
KMaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal CkMkra. 

Laitk, Mr. Jaka. 

MaRrtfrr. Mr. t. R. 

McRkarMa, Mr. R. P. 

MaRxaibla Akaiak. KkM takik MmIvI (TipHra). 
MMtfal, Mr. AairHi Lai. 

MMiaL Mr. RMka Rakari. 

Maakal, Mr. Jagat OkMkra. 

MMkat. tkr Naa'kia Mr. kagtaira Natk. 
Maairatfila AkkMtf, Maalvl. 

MHat. Mr. 0. W. 

Makaaiaiak All, KkM Rakaiar. 

Matlaai All Mtllak, Maalvl M. 

Maiaaiaial Hag, Maalvl Mk. 

Makaaiaiak Akkal Nallai Malla, Mr. 

Makaaiaiak lirail, Maalvl. 


Maka«aiak H kki ga a. KkM RakaterDr. ifai. 

MaWak, Ik# MM'kIt Mr. PaHa Hakaif, 

MaMiarraff Haataia. tka NM*Ma Ka«ak» KkM iakakar 
Raaaraltak. Rtaaktaka R. 

Naaiaiakkia, tka NM*kla Kkvata lir, R.R.I.I. 
Naarakkia, Mr. K. 

Hartaa, Mr. M. R., M.R.I. 

Pala. tka NM*Ma Mr. Raraka PraaMaa. 

PaaralL Mr. 4. A. 

RaiMr RakaiM KkM, Mr. 

Rajr, Mr. OkMMjap. 
lakarakkia Akaiak. Mr. 
lakrakkia Akaiak, Na|l. 

•arkar, Raka Makkankaa. 

•vrajal IHaai, Mr. 

•kakakakkia, tka Nm'Mv Mr. Rk«a|a, O.R.I. 
ilagka. Raka Ktkatra Hatk. 

IINar, Raka Utta Maakg. 

Ikipwitk. Mr. W. i. 

•aiart, Mr. k. N. 
laiytk-Otkaarat, Mr. D. R. 

Hark, Mr. A. P. 

TaMitakl^a Kkaa, tka NM*kla Mr. 

TkarBiM, Mr. C. M. 

WaUiar, Mr. 4. R. 

IRalkar, Mr. W. A. M., O.R.I. 

WkHakaak, Mr. R. R. 

Warkmartk, Mr. W. 0., 0.l.t. 

VaMf AU Okaakkary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiak Okaakkary, Maalvl. 

Zillar Rakaiaa Ikak Okaakkary, Maalvl 


The Ayes being 4(1 and Noes JKl, the motion was lost. 

The question that clausie ;j gtand part of the l^ill was then pul and agreed 


Chtuse 4. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in rhiuse 4, iw 
line 8, after the w/j.,! “respectively'’ the w^onls “alter making a deduction of 
allowances refer^d to in clauses (i and 7” be inserted. 

Sir, I haver^onjc doubts with regard to this clause. This clause 4, as it 
stand.s now, provides for the total agricultural income ujion which a man 
has to pa_\ hji^ income-tax. Nf»w, as it is wonled, my idea is so far as the 
schedule g^s, that the schedule jirovides that a man with an income of 
Rs. d,o(M) J^ iW not be taxetl. N ow, as the clause stanils at picsent, it provideH 
that as so/rjjj total agricultural income exceeds Ks. d.oOtt. the allowance 

that has t)ceii provided under section.s (1, 7 and 8 will Ik* deducted. So I 
would asj^ tlje Government to accept my amendment and the clause should 
be amen»rle(] as I have proposed. 

V ithj these words. Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Tht 

ment is 
to withcfi 

R«i 

clause 4(1 


WOfl’bto Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: I think the amend* 
■unnecessary, and I would therefore request my honourable friend 
▼aw it. * • 

BiahaiHir 40CE8H CHANDRA SEN; Sir, I beg to move that 

a) be omitted. 
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Sir, I have not much to say in support of my motion except that it is 
Ottly u repetition. In the body of the clause it is said that the total agri- 
cult ura) income of any previou.s year of any person comprises all agri- 
cultiiial income derived from land situated within Bengal. Therefore, sub- 
clause (n) is unnecessary and 1 suggest that it he deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, it is necessary 

foi ihe greater reason that an assessee’s land situated without Bengal will 
nWt come w’ithiu the ])Urview of this Act. 

Dr. MALLHAK8HA 8ANYAL: U it permissiide, Sir, for any member 
to move an amendment j^iven loitice of. wliich tor reasons' best known 
to the member giving it^ notice not moved!'' As notice has been given 
and it has found a jii'itce in the printed agenda, T Nubmit it a property of 
the House and we would like to have \ our permis.sioii to move it if 
Mr. a owan Hodge has no objection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I do not think that 
n motion becomes the property of the House until it is moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Wl len a niembeV actually moves a motifin it becomes 
the property of the lloiise, and subse(nP‘ntl\ it lie wants to withdraw it 
he must have the leav(‘ of the Hmise to ut> <ke amendment 

has not been moved. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 admit that that is the normal 
procedure with regard to the withdrawal of u moM^>r^ already moved. Here 
also we find a motion printed and circulated in tlicx^gcnda pajiei ami there- 
fore we do not think that it is not u property ot tii** House. But if you 
think that it is not a property of the House, 1 wouhl ^^^k you to accept it 
as a short-notice motion from this side of the House, and ^ke House 
is concerned, the House has hail already a notice. 

Mr, 8PEAKER. 1 do not think you can move it as ^ short-notice 
amendnuMit . 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutef'y 1 
(Afivr (nl jountjiient . ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALs Sir. 1 beg to move that m phiuse 4(/y), 
in line h, ufttw the words “ Wakf-ul-al-Auluds*’ the words “and in ^ke case 
of persons produeing evidenee .satisfactory to the Agricultural In^come-tax 
Officer in the manner prescribed, of tlieir having umlertaken to c(>^^rB)ute 
regularly to tlie tunds of any j)uhlic institution for religious or 
purpose out of the im oiue ilerived tiom agrieiilture” be inserted. 

Sir. this clause deals with total agricultural income and in so defining 
total agricultural income excludes certain incomes which are ment'i^*^^^ 
sub-cluuses (u) ami (A). The first income excluded is an\ agi icultural 
income derived from lands situated wNhout Bengal. Many friends 
apprehended that the definition that we had passed under clause j ^ where 
we did not categorically exclude property outside Bengal and w kere we 
used the term British India ’ instead of “Bengal ” might inf rj nge the 
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privilege of members of having their property outside Bengal tax-free. 
This sub-clau>e nr) ctarities that position. In sub-clause (h) of clause t 
any agricultural income derived from property held under trust or other 
legal obligation wludly for religious or charitable purposes, and in the case 
of property so liehl in part only for such purposes or in the case of Muslim 
trusts commonly kui^wn as 'Wakt-al-al-Aulads. the income apjdied thereto 
are excluded so that we bav(‘ in siune exemptions on amounts of money 

actualls spent for religious or <haritable j>ur]U)ses. 'I’lie pmvi.sion as it 
appears, however, does not ('over all ca>e> of imuun ieail\ and at'lually set 
apart for and actually spent for ieligi<uis oi ciiantable purposes. Here 
there an nuiiortaut condition m legard to properl, \ wlneli is not the 
pro])ert> of Muslim tiu^ls MUiinionK known as Wuki-al-al-Anlads that such 
property must be held umler trust or othet legal <d)li^ation There are. 
however, numerous cases m Ht'iigal where income doused ticuii am u'ulture 
by landlioldt'rs oi jotedar.s or es«‘n largei se«’tions of peasants is spent on 
charitable ami leligious )uirpos(‘s. but there ma,\ mH In* at'tuul legal 
obligation tti sjuuid ii oi ihon* mas not .o tual tiusi ereaU'd tor sp»niding 
it. I submit. Sir, that if (he Assessing ( Hfu'et can he satisfied hs smdi 
manner ot evideme as (ioseinmeiil mas juesciibe that actualls a pailieiihir 
person who is an asses.see has umbo taken i<i bt'ur (‘ertain expenses m connec- 
tion with a school or a liospital or any religious iiistitutnui and has actually 
spent towaids that ob,p‘ct. tht*re should be a good ease ior (*\empting that, 
particular portion ot the income which is definitels so set a]»art ami spent. 
1 would havt‘ been \er\ glad li tlu* meaning would hav(* been suttii'itoitly 
clear to enable me to g-et relief for at'tual amounts set ajiarf even when 
there is no legal obligatnui (U known trust created. 

Sir, I admit that svith regaT<l to Muslim trusts ('ommonl.N known as 
Wakf-al-al-Aulads that is suthcieiitls clear, but even then |1 is a (rust and 
it is a legal oliligalion. Let Us take an exaiiijile which 1 .just would lik(^ 
t(» mention. The Mahaiaja ot Lossimbazar lias been foj the last half a 
centui'N or moia* contributing towards the maintenance ol the Krishnath 
('ollege — my o///o/ tmiicr — and the Collegiate School — All exjieiises that (he 
cidlege and the scjimd ma> be in need (d anually I'ither to meet (heir 
deficits or for meeting otlier expenditure. In some years (his sum actually 
goes up to more than halt a lakh ot rupees and then* is no legal ohligulioii 
as such in the sense that the pr<ip<‘rt\ ot the Mahara.ja can he attached by 
the ( ollege or tlie school to exact or extort that nmnes irom tlie Maliaraja’s 
estate. It is an ohligation that tin* late Maharaja lias cfieerfull,\ ieu'ne 
and the present Maharaja has been bearing all along It there is no jirovi- 
sion tor exenijition of that amount of mone\ ot wliich under tlo* present 
provision of the law there is no ]M»s<,ihiIit\ of exemiition, then it will he very 
hard f»n the Maharaja of Cossimbazar to liave to pa\ agiicultural income- 
tax al.so on tliat amount ot mone\ whicb he spends for the coliegi* and the 
school. 

Similarly, Sir, the Maharaja ni Laigola Las in m,\ district anv number 
of charitable institutions maintained and he ha.s got huge sums placed at 
the disposal of the District Magistrate to muintuin tube-wells and to main- 
tain the Sadar Hospital at the Berhampore town. It the Maharaja ha« to 
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pay income-tax on that amount also, I am afraid there may be good grounds 
for some of these charitably disposed persons to withdraw their contribu- 
tions to the extent at least that they are required to pay income-tax thereon. 
It will mean an additional burden on the public excheqjuer, because these 
institutions will then have to come to Government for their subsidy or help 
or assistance. Here the object that I have in view is just the same as the 
one I had when I moved my amendment No. 55. I have tried to make the 
position clear and I have sought to keep the power of scrutiny in the hands 
of Government. Government can prescribe some rules for producing 
evidence satisfactory to the assessing oifficer and if according to those rules 
somebody can produce satisfactory evidence then I submit there should 
be a good ground for exemption. AVitli the amendment that I have proposed 
the sub-clause will read thus. It does not include “any agricultural income 
derived from property held under trust or other legal obligation wholly for 
religious or charitable' purposes, and in the case of property so held in part 
only for such purposes or in the case of Muslim trusts commonly known 
as Wakf-al-al-Aulads and in the case of persons producing evidence satis- 
factory to the Agricultural Income-tax Officer in the manner prescribed, 
of their having undertaken to contribute regularly to the funds of any public 
institution for religious or charitable purpose out of the income derived from 
agriculture, the income applied thereto”. 

With these words, Sir, I move this amendment and I trust that the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge will see his way to accept the same. 

Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI* Mr. Speaker, Sir. I am rather 
unhappy alauit the use of the word “Wakf-al-al-Aulads”. It appears 
awkward in its present form. It would have been better if the ( Ommittee 
or those who were in charge of drafting the Bill had used the words Wakfs- 
alal-Aulad, that is by adding the s of the ])lural to the Word AVakf and 
removing it from Aulads ami there should luive been no hyphen between 
the two ‘ul als I hope the mistakes will be corrected in the final printing. 

Ihen again. Sir, it is difficult for me t<» follow the argument used by 
the honfuirable member for Murshidabad Municipalities that certain 
Maharajas who, out of their largeheartedness and generosity, are giving 
money to educational and other charitable purposes, should he exempted 
from paying the tax on sunns so disbursed. That would not be fair for in 
return either they get kudtts or their piety is rewarded by Divine Grace. 
But suppose a Maharaja's son. when he comes on the does not like 

to continue the contribution as he has no legal obligation to do so, the 
contribution not being in the nature of a trust, 1 feel we shall not he acting 
on sound legal ground if we make the exemption. 

Sir, the historv' of the law on Wakfs-alal-Aulad in British India is 
interesting. It is a Muslim institution that has existed for 131K) years and 
more. I (annot quite understand why those who benefit under a Wakf- 
alal-Aulad should not pay tax on the inonev they receive. Although a 
Wakf, it is different from the Wakf intendetl for a school, a college, a 
mosque or a musafirkhana. No condition of Islamic law lays down that if 
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I earn an income out of a Wakf-alal-Aulad, I should not pay a tax on it to 
the State. In that light, I think we shall he well advised to make a clear 
distinction between a Wakf alal-Aulad and a Waki not alal-Aulad. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we will probably 
agree that incomes spent for charitable and religious purposes should not 
be taxed. If we are agreed on that point, there is no reason why there 
should be a differential treatment in the case of income derived from property 
held on trust as against income derived from property not lield on trust 
but really spent for religious and charitable purposes. For that purpose, 
Sir, Dr. Sanyal has moved an amendment. I want to draw the i)ointed 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge whether he wants to make a 
distinction between income derived from property held f>n trust and spent 
on religious and charitable purposes and income from property not held on 
trust but income really spent for religious and charitable purposes. 
Dr. Sanyal made it clear that it must be proved in a manner prescribed by 
Government to the satisfaction of the Agricultural Income-tax Officer that 
the income which is sought to be exempte<l hail been actually spent for 
religious and charitable purposes. With that object in view, we have 
deffnitely said that the income applied for religious and charitable purposes 
even in the case of Wakf-al-al-Aulads should be exempted. Originally it 
was dependent on application and we have changed that expression. We 
shall only see that the iiH'oines which are actuall\ --penl for religious and 
charitable purposes should bt‘ exem]»te<l. Lven in the cast* (d ordinary 
trusts and Wakf-al-al-Aulads we have nnole it clear that incomes actually 
spent for religious and charitable purposes shouhl be exi*nij)led. If the 
object is clear, there shouhl not be any distincti(U) with reterence to income 
derived from property held on trust and income derived from property not 
held on trust. 

With these few words. Sir, I support the motion that has been moved 
by Dr. Sanyal and I oppo.^e Mr. Siddiqi. I^robably he has not properly 
understood the matter. The language i> clear ami I hope ( it)vernment will 
find its way to accept the amendment that has been moved b,\ Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; 

l Section il clause CTtn 'TTTl 

tstr? ’TRTPT l clause amended rT'Ttff 

W5T I TO’tnr (7^1 Trust Property ^TI 

vftTTF I firs ftrOm* 

^fir ^TfcfRT ^331 ^ ^1 ?mi 3frr5T, ts^t: 

^ V!?T, frrtriR' i ;5t: 

Jrranft^T ^ ^ amend- 
ment I 

Mtulwi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I think 
Mr. Siddiqi has not given a very correct interpretation of the wordings. 
Probably, be is mistaken, because I think the wordings here are quite 
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sufficient to be just in the line of his own thoughts. What he suggests, 
if I have followed him well, is that a Wakf-al-al-Aulad by itself should not 
get exemption from as.sessment. 

This Bill as drafted or as before us allows tbe words Wakf-al-al-Aulads 
but the whole thing is not excluded from assessment. Only that portion of 
the income wliich is spent for charitable purposes and under legal obligation 
is exem])ted. That being the position I hope no apprehension may remain 
anywhere in anylxxly's mind and the drafting to that extent has been very 
happy and clear. 

Jn regal d to what Dr. Sanyal has stated, it would, I think, also carry 
some weight. I for myself confess that I have not been able to cast much 
thought up^)n it; nor could we consider it jointly. So, 1 would leave that 
to the Hon’ble Minister if he considered that to be at all im])ortant and 1 
would entirely rely ujain his <lecision 4ni that matter. But I aKo feel that 
there seems to be some danger. F<>r example the words used aie “religious 
or charitable purpos(*”. If thei'e is no b*gal obligation cast u])on a trust, 
then the danger will be that an\ man ma> come forward with a plea that 
certain religious ccMeinony has to be perfornuMl (and there may also be some 
cbaritable ceremon,\ ) for which expenditure has been incurred and be may 
come forward with a claim for exemption on that account and tins will leml 
to avoidance of taxation. Probably in some cases human imagination can 
go so far as to bring in .something which is absolutel\ beyond the compre- 
hension of any of us today but 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I invite your att«mtion to the 
words “public institution" P I have caretullv avoided those things. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: I do believe that this is a matter for 
the Hon’ble Minister to consider. I do not know whether he will be able 
to accept tbe wonlings of Dr. San\ars amendment but I would reque.st the 
HoiTble Minister to con.sider this aspect of the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 regret very 
much tliat 1 am unable to accept Dr. SanyaTs amendment which .seeks to 
exempt part of the income which a man may spend either casually or with 
some degree of regularity on charitable objects. To exempt from taxation 
that portion of a man's income which he spends either ca.sually or with 
some aiiKuint of regularity on charitable objects is against the principle 
of any Income-tax Act for the simple reason that it would lead to a great 
deal of evasion. (Dr, N.aijnaksh.c SANy.\L: A great deal of charity in the 
country. 1 It is doubtful whether this exemption would lead to greater 
charities hy more charitably disposed persons who would devote their money 
to public objects. 

As regards Mr. Siddiqi's point, it has already been pointed out that there 
is a distinction even in the case of Muslim Trusts between wakfs devoted 
to public objects and wakfs devoted to private objects. Wakfs devoted to 
private objects are, I am almost sure, not exempted from taxation. 
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Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir. I to 
moTe that after clauHe 4(A), the folhovinjj new sub-clauses be inserted, 
namely : — 


“(r) any asriciiltural income (leYole«l to charitable purposes for wiiich 
proper audited uccountH are kept; 

{d) receijits of a casual and ^on-recul•rin^; nature." 


Sir. the (diject> of my movin^^ this amendnuoit are extdauied in tho 
amendment itself. Dr. Sanv.il ver\ ri^^htly wanted to move an amendment 
excludin^r ^naiits to ])ublic instit\itionN from the operation of tliiji 
Bill. In the first part ot m\ amendment I have tiied to exclude 
a^rrieultural income devoted to charitable p\jipo-,es and for A\hieh audited 
accounts are ke]>t If the aeeonntv are pro]»eil\ audited i hanecs of evasion 
will be T emote. As will appe.ir fiom the Bill, eeitain prop»*!‘ties held under 
trust have alreadx betoi exempte<l and I "t'e no unison wh> mom*y spent 
for charitable [turposcs but uhieh i-> not a tiust money should be ilitlerentially 
treated. 

Then, Sir, the Mib-clau^e id) nders to n‘eei]»ts winch are ot a ciisual 
and non-i ecuri in^^ (•haiactci. I <lo not .•'ce an\ r«*ason wh\ incomes which 
are non-remirrin^ and (Msual in (diaracter should la* taken into (Hinsidera- 
tion while asse.ssin^^ the total income. I mav draw the attention of the 
HonTile Minister to .M'ction of the Indian Income-tax Act where ii 

iSiiuilar provision has been made. 

Witli these words, I commend m\ amendment to the accejitance of the 
House. 

Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I feel that the Hon bio 

Minister will not liuve any dillicult> in accepting'- this amendment becauso 
Government will not be depriveil of its incauiie. 'Die Maharaja ot (’ossim- 
bazar has stated that acc^mnts will be audite<l ami then the deduction will 
be made. There i.s no tear therefore of any loss of income to (lovernmeiit. 
I support the amendment moved by Maharaja Siiscliamlra Namly, of 
Cossim bazar. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ma\ 1 ri^e on a point of 

order;" Bait of moti(»n No. is the same ms ni.ojon .\o. IfS. Will it 

not be convcinent therefore for the Hon ble Minister to repl\ to both the; 
araruilnu'iit;. tcjiftliei ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. that wouhi he hetler. Yimi .an iiin.- il now. 

Rai HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. 1 h.>r t., move that 
after sub-clause {hi of clause 4, the following new .■.uh-d.iiiHe he inH<.rte(I. 
viz.— 

“(c) any ag'ricultural receipts accniin^^ from laml situatefl wuthin 
Bengal which are of a casual and non-ref urring nature. 

Sir, it is unfortunate that members of the European group have thought 
it to beat a strategic retreat on motion 77-79. It is evident, Sir, that the 
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members of that grroup are not so much interested in the cause of the 
general body of assessees as in a particular cause of their own. Otherwise, 
they would have moved No. 77-79. 

Now, Sir, in explaining my motion 1 would invite the attention of the 
House to the corresponding section of the Indian Income-tax Act — I mean 
section 4. If honourable members will please turn to section 4 of the Indian 
Income-tax Act they will find that in sub-section (3) of that section a pretty 
long list of exception^^ has been given. There are eight items in sub-section 
3 which are proposed to be excluded from the total income. Now if mem- 
bers turn to item (czV) of sub-.section 3 they will find that it runs thus: 
“No receipts not being receipts arising from business or the exercise of a 
profession or vocation or occupation which are of a casual or non-recurring 
nature and are not by way of an addition to the remuneration of an 
employee”, that is such receipts are not considered any part of total income. 
That class of receipts is excluded from the category of income altogether. 
Sir, there is not only that provision but there are others also. But with 
regard to that provision many a case has been fought in the courts and it 
has been held even by the highest judiciary that that is a legitimate exclu- 
sion. The leading case on the subject i> the case of the Income-tax Utticer. 
Bengal, versus Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Company. Messrs. Shaw Wallace 
& Company were the distributing agents of two oil companies, the Burma 
Oil Company and the Anglo-lVrsian Oil Company. Both these companies 
wanted to terminate the agency of Shaw Wallace dk Company at an earlier 
date and, Sir, they gave Shaw Wallace i'c Com})any certain sidatium for the 
purpose. The Burma Oil Company probably gave Us. 1” lakh> and the 
Anglo-Persian Oil (’ompany Us. d.ji lakhs. The Income-tax Othcer of Bengal 
came to the conclusion that those receij)ts of Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Com- 
pany should be taxed in view' of the fact that a year l»efore another case 
came up before the High ('ourt, namely, the Turner Morrison Company 
case in which it wms held that even non-recurring expenditure arising from 
business may be taxed. It was on the basis of that case that the Income- 
tax Officer of Bengal thought it fit to tax Shaw Wallace *Si: Company and the 
case was referred to the High C ourt. Now, the High Court of Calcutta 
held that that receipt of Shaw Wallace & Company could not be taxed as 
it was of a casual and non-recurring nature. The Income-tax Officer of 
Bengal did not stop even after having got the decision of the High Court. 
The case went up to the Privy Council, and in the Privy Council, Mr. Latter, 
w’ho appeared for Shuw’ Walhoe Company, took his stand on this very 
sub-clause, namely, item {vii) of section 4. sub-section Here is a part 

of his argument, namely, “that the amount did not accrue to the respondent 
from the carrying on of their business and being purely of a casual and 
non-recurring nature it w’as exempt under item {rii) of section 4, sub-sec- 
tion (o)”. On that point, as it was urged, their Lordships of the Privy 
Council came to the following conclusion: “income,” their Lordships think, 
“under this Act,” namely, the Indian Income-tax Act, “connotes a periodical 
monetary return coming in with some sort of regularity or expected 
regularity from different sources. The source is not necessarily one which 
18 expected to be a continuous production but must be one whose object is 
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production of a definite return excluding anything in the nature of a mere 
windfall.” That was the view of the Privy Council. It is on the basis, 
therefore, of the provision that has been made in the Indian Income-tax 
Act and on the basis of that provision as explained by the Privy Council 
that I am moving my motion and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will please 
apply his mind to this question and accept my motion. 

Sir, there can l)e no justification for excluding mm-agricultural income 
of a casual non-recurring nature from the catpg(»ry of income and including 
such income in the category of income under the Agricultural Income-tax 
Act. It ought to he excluded in all fairness and on the same gix)unds on 
which such income has been excluded from the purview of non-agricultural 
income-tax. 

Sir, I may be asked to cite specific instances in which there may be 
hardship if this amendment be not accepted. Sir, we are all aware that 
in Bengal the succession tt) a widow's estate may he accelerated, that i.s, 
the reversioners of a widow's estate can get into the suc(*eHsion earlier by 
making a jniynient to the widow. What will he the position of the receipt 
on the part of the widow Will it he income or not y It may he construed 
as an income us it was urged in the ca.se of Messrs. Shaw Wallace A Co. 
that even the solatium that w’as given for non-eontiniiunce of an agency 
was income. I submit, Sir, that in all fairness it should not he 
assessed : it should be considered as an income of a casual and non-recurring 
nature. Take again the case of insurance receipts. If you look to clause 
7 you will find that premium paid for insuring crops has* been considered 
as a deserving of allowance. Now, what will he the case if money is 
received from the insurance company for the damage done to the crops? 
What will be its character? Will it he considered as merely income in 
another shape or form or will it be considered as an income of a casual non- 
recurring nature as a mere windfall w'hich ought not to he taxed? Then, 
take again the case of a ntii/at. The tenure-liolder may take surrender from 
a raiyat of his holding by paying some conj|n*nsation to him. In such a 
case what wdll he the nature of the receipt of the raiyat who takes his comjMm- 
sation from the tenure-holder for vacating his land? Will it he considered 
as a capitalised value of his income or something as no income at all? Such 
cases will often arise. It is not possible for anybody to foretell what sort 
of cases will come up before the courts hereafter. 'Fake another instance: 
the case of ow^elty money. Another case in point will he what is cttlled 
the transfer or pre-emption fee? All are aware that on the transfer of an 
occupancy holding the landlord does not get the transfer fee now hut the 
purchaser from a co-sbarer does get compensation if a co-tenant applies 
to avoid the sale of an occupancy raiyati holding. What will be the posi- 
tion in such a case? Will it be considered <»f not considered as an income? 
Such questions will alw'ays arise in future and all men may not have such 
a long purse as may be commanded by Messrs. Sbaw Wallace k Go. a purse 
long enough to take a case to the Privy Council. I therefore urge that the 
Hon'ble Minister should put the Agricultural Income-tax Bill on the same 
footing in this matter as the Indian Income-tax Act. 

31 
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With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 

House. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODCf: I want to have one word. I have 
been charged by the kouourable member with beating a retreat 
from my own amendment. That is not so. I have tabled this 
amendment in the honest belief that if accepted it would improve the Bill, 
but since then I have been asked if I could give satisfactory illustrations of 
cases where this difficulty might arise. I have felt great difficulty in doing 
aOb It has been pointed out to me on the other hand that 'it may provide a 
k>ophole for the loss of legitimate taxation by Government. Since I have 
heard my honourable friend who moved his amendment I' have been impressed 
by the reasons which he has given, and I would respectfully suggest that 
the Hon’ble Minister might give sj^mpathetic consideration to his amend- 
ment unless he can satisfy the House that it will provide an objectionable 
loophole. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: My honourable friend 
Rai Harendra Nath Chadhiiri asked me to apply m.> mind to hih amendment. 
I have applied my mind to his liinendment; and having applied my mind to 
the question of casual receipts and having applied my mind to the learned 
discourse of my honourable friend on the subject I liave definitely come to 
the conclusion that I must oppose his amendment. There is a great deal of 
difference between casual receij)ts of non-agri(*iiltural character and casual 
receipt in the shape of agricultural income. The diftVrence is very substan- 
tial and in the case of agricultural income exemption ot casual receipts might 
leave a loophole in taxation. Sir, I am unable to accept Hai Ilaremlra Nath 
Chaudhuri’s amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about the Maharaja of ( ossim- 
bazar's other j>oint about religious and charitable institutions y 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: As regards exemption 
of those institutions I thought 1 had si)oken on this, hut if amounts are 
spent on charitable and religious objects 1 think the man who does that 
receives merit and goes to heaven and I think we had better tax a man 
for the amount that he spent for attaining such a desirable consummation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS May we at this stage request you to 
adjourn the House today because certain submissions have been made which 
acme of us feel may require a little more application of mind, particulrly with 
regard to this question of religious and charitable expenditure and withi 
regard to clause 6. It relates to a very important part of the legislation to 
which further mind necnl be applied. Frankly speaking, we of this party 
did not feel that we could go so far as that in one day’s sitting and we 
are not prepared to take up clause 6 tonight, and 1 suppose the Hon’bla 
Minister also will agree that we have made good progress for the day and 
we might stop here and apply our minds to this important legislation 
tmnorrow. 
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TIM Hon'ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I suggest that 

we finish clause 4 today. That will take only a few minutee. We oome to 
clause 6 tomorrow. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALl But the voting on that particular iteni 
— Nos. 92 and 99 — we wanted to avoid. 


Mr. SPEAKER. I think it will be better if we finish clauses 4 and & 
today and start with clause 0 tomorrow. 

Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Md. Israil that in clause 4, in line 8, after th# 
word “respectively*’ the words “after making a deduction of allowancei 
referred to in clauses G and 7” be inserted, was then, by leave of the HoUMt 
withdrawn. 

The motion of Hai Bahadur .Togesh Chandra Sen that clause 4 (a) ba 
omitted was then ])ut and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 4 (h), in line 6, 
after the word^ “ Wakf-al-ul-Aulads“ the wonls “and in the case of person! 
producing evidence sati.sfaotory to the Agricultural Income-tax Officer in the 
manner j)rescribed, of their having undertaken to (*ontribu1e regularly to 
the funds of any public institution for religi«ms or charitable purpose oul 
of the income derived from agriculture” inscrte<l, then i)ut and a 

division taken with the following result : — 


AYEI-49. 


AMhI Nallt. Mr. Mta. 

AM«i WallN, Ma«tvi. 

AcAaryyi ObMtflainF, Maliara|a iMlii Kiiiti, tf 
MvktafUiHi, MyoiMMfigk. 

Mr. FriMttlui Natk. 

■mwJI. Mr. P. 

■•riiui*, Mr. Ratlu 

■iMftt, Mr. lircMn Mitb. 

•MMtpailijrtyt Mr. NtripHi. 

•tevMirl. Ral NtrtMra tttlli. 

Dm, taH RMllMMatli. 

9m R« 9 <a. Or. 4. M. 

Datte, Mr. ObIrtMrB RiRk. 

0«l«l. Mr. NmMrt RaRi. 

OvIIb, Mr. Saksmir. 

I4kw. Mr. UpMkrMatk. 

Rkwi, Mr. Atal KrtokM. 

MiMmm AR KImb, KkM RahMlar MiBlvi. 

Mrli AbkHk MIk, Mtslvi. 

JaMBMta NnkMir, Mr. Sfti. 
mm, Mr. I. 0. 

Kkti^ Mr. DcktMn UR. 

KMto. Mr. RtehMiM Ratk. 

UMri. tnk* AfiklMk. 

IMamtor, Mn. NMMpm. 


Mankal, Mr. itrat Okankrt. 

MMkkrjM, Dr. lyamapraMi. 

Mukktrji, Mr. DkirMlra Rarayaa. 

Makkarjaa. Mr. i. 

Makkarji, Or. Ikarat Okaairt. 

MaUlak, trilat Aakatotk. 

Raakf, Makaraja Iriackaakra, al Oaialaikaur. 
Raakar, Mr. Maai Obaaira. 

Paal, Sir Narl laakar. 

PaMar. Mr. AaaakHaL 
Ray. Mr. Okara Obaaira. 

Ray. Mr. Kaaialkilibaa. 

Ray. Mr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Ratk. 

Ray. Hr. Patiraai. 

•aayal. Or. Raflaakaka. 
laa. Mr. Atai Obaaara. 
taa. Mr. Dkiraaira Ralk. 

•aa, iafaak Obaaira. Ral iahaiar. 

•aa-OaflB. Mn. R aRla. 

IhaaiMiiiia AbMai Kkaaihar. Mr. 

•laba, irllal Maalaira Ohaiaa. 
far. Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 

Vaaaaf Mkaa. 

XaaHMi. Hr. A. M. A. 


NOEI-if. 


Akiai Raitai. Hr. 
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A1 murn-i, Mr. 

AMtr lUUMiiii KkM Bttaiir A. r. M. 

AMw BtiwM f IMMl. Mr. 

Aliir RaMliM MifeiMMI, Mr. 

AM«r lUfkMi, Mi«lvl M. 

jUM«r R««f, KkM talMRar Maalvl 1. <MMrrak|; 

AMMs IkihMi, MasHri M4. 
am ran. Mr. Mtf . 

Atal HaaMai, Maahrl. 

Aial Maaala AkaMi, Mr. 

AMI MaMC KaU. 

AMQmMia, Maahri. 

AfeMtf All MrMka, MaatvI. 

Ataiai Naiala, Mr. 

AMaaaMla Alim«4, Kbaa Rababar Maalti. 

Aalai flaawla Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 

Bail AbaiM Obaaihary, Kbaa Rabaiar Maji. 

•WMI, tba Haa'Mf Mr. Rraaibarl. 

MI.Nart. MM P. R, 

■laatai, Raba Lakibail Narayaa. 

Bharat, Mr. Ratlk Ul. 

RMbiabarty, Raba Hartaira Harayaa. 

RMpM«Mil«. Mr- W. 

Mark. Mr. I. A. 

Baa, Ral tahlb Aaakal Obaaira. 

Bat, Mr. Maaaiehaa. 

Baai, Baba Oabt aira Natb. 

Parbat Raaa Kbaaam, Ragaai. 

Paalal Qaaitr, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 
faalar RabaHM, Mr. (Oaeaa). 

Paahr Rabaiaa. Mr. <Myaianiia|b). 

Bhiihn, Mr. D.. O.I.E. 

Baa i ta. Mr. R. A. 

Baaaaail, tb« Hoa'Ma Mr. Talai Obaaira. 

BilRKbi. Mr. 0. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. N. 

•avaaf, Mr. Daaibtr llagb. 

MaRaaiila Ohtaibarl, Maalvl. 

MaaUiaiila Abaiai. Kbaa labll. 

MaaMKaa. Mr. K. A. 

MahaMMy iaaiaiar, KAaa labll Maalvl. 

Haairy, Mr. Oavli. 

MMbM. Mr. M. A. P., O.B.I. 

Malta. Mr. H. Raaaa. 

lahlaiila Abaaii. tba Naa'Ht KMa Rabaiar Maalvl 
iiilaiaiila AbaMi, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl 
Kabhaiila Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar MaaNl 


Kaaaai AH MIraa, tablMaia Kavaa iah lyai. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. B. 

KaaMT, Mr. Atal Obaaira. 

Uhk, Mr. iaba. 

MaBragar, Mr. B. B. 

HaPbaraaa, Mr. B. P. 

Mafiaiila Abani, Kbaa laMb Maalvl (TIppan). 
Maaial Mr. Aairtta UL 
Maaial Mr. Raaka Rabarl 
Maaial Mr. iagat Obaaira. 

Maaial tba Haa’Ma Mr. Oagtaira Ratb. 

Maalraiila Akbaai, Maalvl. 

MHat, Mr. 0. W. 

MabaaiaMi All Kbaa Rabaiar. 

Maaaaiaial Hat, Maalvl Mi. 

Mabaaiaiai Abial Nallai MaUa, Mr. 

Mabaaiaiai liraH, Maalvl. 

Mabaaiaiai lliilpaa, Kbaa Rabaiar Dr. Syai. 
MaHIck, tba Haa’Ma Mr. Palla Rabarl 
Matbarraf Hattala, tba Haa’Ma Rawab, Kbaa Rabaiar. 
Maitaiawial Hapat, Mr. Syai. 

Hatarallah, Nawabiaia K. 

Haalaiaiila, tba Haa’Ma Kbvra|a Sir. K.O.I.E. 

Hartaa, Mr. N. R., M.B.E. 

Pala, tba Haa'Ma Mr. Raraia Prataaaa. 

Paarall Mr. 4. A. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaajay. 

Saiaraiiia Aba»i, Mr. 

Sabraiiia Abaiai, Haji. 

Sarkar, Raba Maihaiaiaa. 

Svrajal lilaai, Mr. 

Sbababaiila, tba Haa’Ma Mr. Kbvaja, O.R.E. 

Siagba, Raba Kibatra Natb. 

SIriar, Raba UtU Maaia. 

SklpwHb, Mr. W. E. 

Saiarl Mr. i. N. 

Saiytb>OtbaarBv, Mr. D. 0. 

Stark. Mr. A. P. 

Taailtaiiia Kbaa, tbf Haa’Ma Mr. 

Tbaraiaa, Mr. 0. M. 

Walkar, Mr. i. R. 

WMtabaai. Mr. R. B. 

WaritwaHb, Mr. W. 0.. O.I.E. 

Vaaat AU Obaaibary. Mr. 

Zabar Abarai Obaaibary, MaaNl. 


ZHIar Rabaiaa Slab Obaaibary, Maalvl 


The Ayes being 49 and the Noes 99 the motion was lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, that after 
•lase 4 (5), the following new sub-clauses be inserted, namely: — 

*^(r) any agricultural income devoted to charitable purjmses for which 
proper audited accounts are kept ; 

(d) receipts of a casual and non-recurring nature.” 


WAS then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that after the sub-clause 
{h) of clause 4, the following new sub-clause be inserted, viz. — 

‘*(c) any agricultural receipts accruing from land situated within 
Bengal which are of a casual and non-recurring nature” 

was then put and a divison taken with the following result ; — 


ABSai MiRa, Mr. MIm 
Wahai»Ma«M. 

AIR BmBi iaiitar» MMrtvl 


AYCt— as. 

Aabaryya Ob aaib a ry, 


Kaali, M 
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•NNTfM, Mr. Pnwiatfti Nadi. 
MNfiltHf.P. 

■anMM, Mr. UpM4ra Mali. 

■iavai, Mr. taraaira Mata, 
ttatlapaiafar. Mr. NarlMta* 
eaaiMaari. Mai Narta^ra Mata, 
etart. Hr. I. A. 

Das. Daaa Mafaaaata. 

Datta. Mr. Dairsaara Mata. 

Dalai, Mr. M ar aai r a Mata. 

Datta, Mr. takaaiar. 
laatr, Mr. Uaaairaaata. 

•laMiai, Mr. D., e.i.I. 

NaaiHtaa, Mr. K. A. 

Nasaa AH eaaariaary, Mr. tfai. 

NasHaai AH xaaa, Kaaa Daaaiar MaatvL 
Naairy, Hr. DavM. 

Hirtaai. Mr. M. A. r., O.i.E. 

Haifa, Mr. N. M. 

Mrtf AaaMi Mia, MaalfL 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. M. 

Kaaia, Mr. Nitaitaa Mata, 
uairi. HaN AsaatasH. 

LaMi, Mr. JaHa. 

MaDrafar, Mr. M. A. 

Hapa«rMa. Mr. M. P. 

MajaaMUir, Mrs. Hsaiaprava. 

Maatfai, Mr. lirat OHaaira. 

Milas, Mr. 0. W. 

Maafarlaa, Dr. lyaaiaaraMM. 

MakarJI, Mr. Okiraaira Narayaa. 
Hakkarjaa, Mr. ■. 


MakHarti, Dr. laaral Okaaira. 

MaWak, trtjat Askatask, 

Maaiy, Makarala trisakaaira, at O ias t wla atr . 
Naskar, Mr. Ha m fkaaira. 

Nartaa. Mr. N. M., M.D.I. 

Paal, tir Narl taakK. 

PaMar, Mr. Aaaaillal. 

PaaraU, Mr. J. A. 

MaaiitaMia Akiaai, Mr. 

May, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

May. Mr. Kaaialkriskaa. 

May, Mr. Kiraa Saakar. 

May. Mr. Maaaiatki Nalk. 

•aayal. Dr. NaHaaktka. 
taa, Mr. Alai Ofcaaira. 
taa, Mr. Dkiraa«ra Natk. 

•aa, iagatk Okaafrs, Mai Makaiar. 
•kaaisaMia Akaiai, Mr. 
tkaaisaMia Akaiai Kkaaikar, Mr. 

•iaka, Irilat Maaiaira ikasaa. 

•kIpwHk, Mr. W. I. 

•aiart, Mr. N. 

•aiydi/Oskaaraa, Mr. D. M. 

Mark, Mr. A. P. 

•ar, Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 

Tkaraiaa, Mr. 0. M. 

Walkar, Mr. 4 . M. 

WkHskaai, Mr. M. S. 

Wariivartk, Mr. W. 0.. 0.1.1. 

Yaaiaf Mina. 

ZaaiM, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEt-74. 


Akiai Naklai, Maalvl (MyaiaailafkK 
Akial Hakiai Vikraaiparl. Maaivi Mi. 

Akial NaaiM. Mr. A. M. 

AMal Kariai, Mr. 

Akial Utlf ■Iswaa, HaaltrL 
Akial Matalak Malik, Dr. 

AMalla-AI Makaiaai, Mr. 

Akiar Makaiaa, Khaa Hakaiar A. P. H. 

Akiar Maknaa tMiiii, Mr. 

Akiar Masckii Makaiaai, Mr. 

Akiar Maskaai, Haahri Hi. 

Akiar Maaf, KkM Iskaiar Maalvl 1. (Haarrak). 
Akias Ikakaai, HaaM Mi. 

Akal Past, Mr. Hi. 

Akil Masala Akaiai, Mr. 

Akal Masai, Katl. 

Akal Qaasaai, Haakrl. 

AkaMi AH Hrlika, MaaM. 

Akaiai Naasala, Mr. 

Ata saii ta AkaMi, Kkaa iakaiar MaalvL 
Aalai Naasala Kkaa, Rkaa Dakaiar Maalvl. 
•anaa, tka NaaHa Hr. PiaaMMii 
DaD-Nart, Mtas P. D. 

DHaras, iaka Ukakaii Narpyaa. 
ilsvaa. Hr. Haslfc LaL 
IMMkrakar^, DaDa Daraaira Narayaa. 

Das, Hai taMk A-a tra f Okaaira. 

Das, Mr. M aaMak a a. 

Mass, ikk4 Dafcaaira 
Parka! iaaa Kkaaia^ DayaM. 

PaMal QaaMr, Kkaa iaka i a r Maalvl. 

PaalBf BakaMa, Hr. (Daaaav 
Paalar Bakana, Hr. (HyiaNafk) 

•anaA Hr. B. A. 

DasvaaH, tka MaaVa Hr. TaM Bkaaira. r 


Bapta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Baraaf, Mr. Damkar llafk. 

Haaiviiia Okaaakari, Maaivi. 

Haaiiiviila Akaiai. Kkaa takik. 

Nataaially iaaiaiar, Kkaa laklk Maaivi. 
iaialaiiia Akaiai, Iks Haa'kia Kkaa iakaiar HaoHi 
iaslaiHiila Akaisi. Kkaa iakaiar Maaivi. 

KaMraiila Kkaa, Kkaa iakaiar Maaivi. 

Kasaai All Mina, laklksaia Kawaa Jak lyai. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Okaaira. 

Matiaiila Akaisi, Kkaa laklk Maaivi (Tipyara). 
Maaial, Mr. Aiartta Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. iaaka iskart. 

Maaial, Mr. iaiat Okaaira. 

Maaial, Iks Naa'Ms Mr. iafsaira Natk. 

Maalraiila Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Makaaiawi AH. Kkaa iakaiar. 

Mttaaiaisi Nay, Maalvl Mi. 

Hakaaiaisi Akial NaMai MaNa, Mr. 

Makaaiaiai Israii, Maaivi. 

Makaaiaiai OMikias, Kkaa iakaiar Dr. lysA. 
MaWak, tka Naa’Ma Mr. Palla iakary. 

Haskarrat Haaaaia, tka Naa'kta Naarak • Bk« 
Dakaiar, 

Mastayaarsal Napaa, Mr. lyai. 

BasMaiak, Havakaaia K. 

Haslaiaiila. tka NM’k4 Kkwaia tir, K.i.l.B. 

Paia, Ika Naa'Ma Mr. iaraia PrasaaaA. 

BkMkaiila Tarafiar, Maaivi. 

Bay, Mr. Dkaaaaiay. 
iaiarviila Akasai, Mr. 
tartar, iaka Haikasaiaa. 
t ar al a t lalaai, Mr. 

tkakakaiHa, tka Naa*Ma Hr. Kkviti, iM. 

•lafka, iaka Kskatra Balk. 
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•Mw, Utta MaMt. Zalnr MaM« etaaMianr, BaaM. 

•«femrar«f, UM NM*Mt Mr. N. t. ZlUir Ralifliu tkU ObMdIUinr. MitHrl. 

TtMf AU «fef«ifeiirjr, Mr. 

The Ayes being 68 and the* Noes 74, the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

Clause 5. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 

to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at C-22 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 16th Feliruary, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Rroceedinir* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

The Assembly niei in the Assembly House, C«lcuttu. ou Wednesday, 
the 16th February, 1944, at p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker <the Hon'ble Mr. Syed Naisiiek Ai.i) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 174 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Family allowance of Mr. Ganesh Chandra Sanyal, a security prisoner! 

«8e. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH 0A8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in ehar^ire of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
security prisoner Mr. (ranesh Chandra Sanyal ap]>lied to the G(»vernment 
from the Buxa S]>pcial Reserve .Tail for the inerenient of his family allowance 
of Ks.^o a month on the ground that — 

(i) Rs.25 is very insufficient for the maintename of his family, and 
(li) he used to earn about R.s.lOO before his arrests 

{h) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
increasing the amount!’^ 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reason therefor?' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): in) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(c) His income liefore arrest and that from the grocery and stationery 
shop only in Rangpur towui w'as Rs.36 only per month and lie possesses 
jointly with liis three brothers o6 (d‘ cnltivatetl lands \ieldiiig lOf) 

maiinds of jiaddy per year according to my informatiim. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (o. will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased t<» state how was the inctmie tnnn tin* gioi^ery 
and stationery shop ascertained!" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: By makitig an cm|uirv it was 
ascertained that the income from the shop wa** Rs. IfO per month. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will tlie Hon'ble Minister b.- plen-***'' to 
state whether the itecurity prisoner himself, the owner of tlo- shop, wa* 
asked to give evidence in this connection 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Xo. Sir, that wa« not con.ni.lereil 

neces.sary. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, with referneee t.i qucntion U)(,i) 
and {it), the answer is “Yes" and thereby the Hon'ble Minister admit* 
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that the security prisoner used to earn about Rs. 100 before his arrest. Now, 
with reference to answer (c) will the Honble Minister be pleased to state 
how can he state that his income was only Rs. 30 per month? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMfb ALI: Sir, it has already been answered 
that his income was Ra. 30 per month only from the grocery and stationery 
shop. He has ottier incomes, as has already been mentioned, from lands 
held jointly with his three brothers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wl^ther the accounts of the grocery shop were called for and examined 
for the purpose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
itate, if the security prisoner, the owmer of the shop, was not examined and 
if accounts were not examined, how’ did the Government ascertain his income 
from the shop? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I w'ant notice. I believe all kinds 
of enquiries were made before the figure of Rs. 30 was arrived at. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the kinds of enquiries that were made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is cross-examination. 1 cannot allow it. When 
the Hon’ble Minister says that enquiries were made, I think that i.s enough. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: A\ith reference to answer 
(c) that his income before arrest was Rs, 30 per month, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the advisability of increasing his allowance 
in these daj^s when the value of the money has gone down .so much? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The security prisoner was a mem* 
her of a joint family. He has two earning brothers, the income of the 
brothers would he about R.s. 120 and in addition to that Government has 
sanctioned Rs. 25 per month. When all these amount.s are pooled together, 
the amount, I think, will he sufficient for the maintenance of the family. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the mode of enquiry that was made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot allow this sort of cross- 
examination. 

Alleged posting of polioe agents among ttia aacurity prisonars. 

•87. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Horae Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that any persons have been placed inside any jail to act as agents of the 
]>olioe in the guise of security prisoners? 

(6) If so, what are their duties there? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’hM Khwaja fir 
Nailmiiddin): (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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Ml*. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
•tate whether the Government will consider the desirability of asking the 
honourable member. Mr. Datta Mazumdar. who has put the question, to 
produce evidence in support of his suggestion that jmlice agents have been 
lodged in jails to work as agents provocateurs. 

/ 

Khan BahMiur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not necessary. ^ 
Cavammant maaaum to pravant Damodar flood havoo. 

•88. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA«II: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be plen^d to state 
what measures have been taken by Government to prevent the Damodar 
flood havoc? 

(h) Is it a fact that the left embankment of the river is being strengthen- 
ed in order to protect that side only at the cost of the villages on the right 
side ? 

({M Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether any schenjo 
has already been made in order to stop the breacli on the left einhankment 
of the Damodar? If so, what is that scheme? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that considerable quantity of earth 
is Wing taken by digging pits on the }Middy fields in several villages standing 
on the left side of the Damodar for embankment purpose and thereby |>erma- 
nently deteriorating those lands and causing .serious loss to the villages? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, M'ill the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of such villages; and 

(//> what steps are being taken by Government for compensating the 
owners of those lands? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Proaanna Pain): > and (c) It has been decided as an immediate measure, 

to strengthen the dangerous sections of the Damodar heft Embankment 
and the work is now in progress. Adequate flood precautifuiary measures 
will be taken and arrangement will be made for adequate patrolling staff 
on the embankment thifmghout 24 hours during tlie flofsl season. A C’om- 
mittee has been appointed to advise on permanent long-term measures to 
control floods in the river, 

(h) A portion of the Damodar Left Embankment is being remodelled, but 
this will have no effect on conditions obtaining on the right hank. 

(d) and (c) Paddy land to the east of Manikhati is being lowered by two 
feet at the urgent request of the villagers. Elsewhere paddy land from which.* 
earth being taken will be acquired under the Defence of India Rules. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. I draw the attention of the 
Hon'ble Minister to his answer under (d) and (c) in the last sentence, 
namely, that elsewhere paddy land from which earth is Wing taken will 
be acquired under the Defence of India Rules. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to explain how the Government encroached on the lands of others 
without first acquiring those lands first? 
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lift ATUL CHAHDRA KUMAR S Under tbe Embankments Act 
engineers are empowered to dig up earth from any land before that land 
is acquired under the Defence of India Rules. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUliDU: I draw again the attention of the 
Hon ’hie Minister to the first sentence in the same answer, namely, that 
paddy land to the east of Manikhati is being lowered by two feet at the 
urgent request of ^he villagers. I now ask, have the villagers themselves 
requested the engineer to take earth from their lands by which their lands 
have been lowered by two feet? 

Mfi ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR; They thought that it was to their 
benefit to lower their lands and that without incurring expenditure, and 
therefore they requested the engineer to take earth from their lands and 
that was done. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if by lowering the level the lands are permanently injured for the 
purpose of cultivation? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No, because they will be levelled up. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAill: 

compensation ^ 

fir ?i ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Coni])eusati()ii land acquire 

I 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, there are two kinds of compen- 
sal ion that is granted to the owner.s ot lands, of whi(‘h one is leinporary 
and the other perniunent. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if any temporary coin})ensution has been granted by this time? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Govei •nmeiit will consider the matter 
when the question of paying compensation will arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if expert advice has been taken on the nature of strengthening the 
daugerous sections of the left bank of the Dainodar river and whether the 
t^xperts have approved of the present arrangement? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are those experts? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The Superintending Engineer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
* to state if it is a fact that the t'hief Engineer of the Irrigation Department 
of the Government of Bengal thinks that this measure that is being pursued 
now will not enable Government to protect people from floods? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It is not a fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the opinion of the Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department 
was taken on this project? 
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^TUL CHANDRA KUMARs Absolutely yes, (Laughter.') 

' Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that the Superintending Engineer concerned, 
namely, Mr. Russell, himself at a meeting of the Tommittee of the Damodat 
Embankment expressed the idea that by itself the present protection 
arrangements cannot give protection to the ureas sought to l>e protected? 

ATUL CHANDRA KUMARS The honourable member is only 
making a statement, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS I would ask yon.. Dr. Sunyal, to ]>ut it in a proper 
question form. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Is it a fact that the Su|>erinteijding 
Engineer and the ('hief Engineer have i‘xpres.sed the view that the present 
protection that is being ronstrncteil by strengthening the embankments 
cannot give udeijuate protection? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: To that my reply is that Mr. Russell 
himself is the ( hairman of the committee and he does not want ti) give 
evidence before the committee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state of wliich committee Mr. Russell is the Chairman? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The committee whicli is considering 
about short-term measures. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Who has appointed that ('(Jinmittee? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: That coinmitlt^e was appointed by 
the (lovernmeiit of llengal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is Itial (hr only rniiiiiiitti-r y 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: J'hnr i. ;inrt her committe(‘ for long- 
teuii meafiiircs. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Hefore that conunitt(‘e was any evidence 
given by Mr. Russell? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (iovernment is not aware of any- 
thing of the jiroceeilings of that committee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoiride Minister be pleased 
to state if (ioveinment nominees are theie on that committee? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ifon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the reports and day to day proceedings of that committee have 
been receive*! by (iovernment? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will ihe Hon’ble Minister W pleaded 
to state if the Superintending Engineer and the ( hicf Engineer, Irrigation 
Department, (iovernment of Bengal, have received the proceedings or not? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government have not received any 
report. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is Govemment? The Chief 
Engineer as well as the Superintending Engineer, Irrigation Department, 
have received the proceedings and in those proceedings is it not a fact 

Mr. SPEAKER; You are giving information that somebody has 
received, hut he has said that Government has not received. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is exactly why I submitted 
previously that Parliamentary Secretaries do not possess information and 
are not in a position to reply. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I do not accept it. The Committee 
has not submitted its report. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. I may submit that I have got the 
proceedings with me here and now and the proceedings show that the Chief 
Engineer and the Superintending Engineer were both present. This shows 
how the Parliamentary Secretaries are treated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, what you are now saying is that the state- 
ment made by the Minister is incorrect. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is inadequate. He has no informa- 
tion, he says. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is incorrect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not discussing whether Parliainentary Secre- 
taries are allowed access to records or not. That is not the ])oint before 
the House. He has given certain answers and you' want to say that they 
are incorrect. That implies that you know many things more than the 
Parliamentary Secretary. Therefore, these questions do nrd arise at all 
during question time. You can utilise proper occasion if you like at other 
times. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of enquiry, 
Sir. Dr. Sanyal referred to a certain document? Was it a stolen property? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not here to enquire into it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Stealing is an art specially reserved 
for the Minister in charge of Commerce and Labour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry the.se expressions about .stealing and all 
that should be withdrawn. Mr. Shahabuddin. will you kindly withdraw the 
expression P 

Tha Han’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I only made an 
enquiry. I have not attributed anything. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin, it is not in keeping with the 
dignity of the House that expressions of this nature should be used. I 
think I can legitimately characterise this expression as absolutely unparlia- 
mentary. Well, it is not that you should make enquiry of me or not. 
That is not the point, I say. I hope both of you will withdraw the expres- 
sions that you have used regarding stealing, stolen and all these things. 
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Th* HM'Mt Mr. Khwaja tHAHAtUDDIN: In response to your 
direction. Sir, I withdraw, but I made only a very legitimate enquiry. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you withdraw yours^ 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir, my expressions were entirely 
dependent on the expression u>ed by the Hon hie MinisU^r and therefore 
they do not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has not withdrawn. He must 
withdraw. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 take it he has withdrawn. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer {d) ami (r), 
will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether they can apply or 
invoke the aid of the Defence of India Hule.s to aeipiire the lands in quea* 
tion in the circumstances relating to the ease.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is u iiuitter of opinion. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mav I know if tlx- procee«iings of the 
Bengal COmniittee are confiilential and are not open to any other member 
than the meiuher.s of the (oiniiuttee inenticmed.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat does not arise out of tiie luestutt question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The (fovernment meniher representing 
the Minister has replied that the jiroceediugs ot tlje comiiiittee have not 
been received hy (lovernineni and the,\ have no knowledge. My (luestion 
was whether the (’liief Engineer and the Superintending Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Department, (Tovernmeiit of Bengal, were both given proceedings or 
not ami he said he was not aware. Then my question is whether these 
proceedings are available or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then my’ supjilementary question is, 
is it a fact that one of the Barliamentary Secretaries of the department 
had a joy-ride to the catchment area along with some members of the com- 
mittee and that he was present in some of the meetings h 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please, that question does not arise. 

KIuui Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, you should ask him to with- 
draw that expression “joy-ride* 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 1 have already dis- 
allowed that question. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister he pleased 
to tell us what are the precautionary measures under contemplation when 
he says that adequate flood precautionary measures will he taken besides 
arrangements lor posting adequate patrolling staiT on the embankment F 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government is going to appoint a 
patroUing staff to watch the embankment 24 hours during the flood season. 
Besides that, they are going to iiiaUl telephone arrangements between 
Eaniganj and Idilpur. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Do we understand that hy making 
telephone arrangements flood can be avoided? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The information of flood will be 
available in a few seconds. ^ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is this temporary arrangement likely 
in any way to injure the interests of any large section of the population 
and directly or indirectly retard or thwart the adoption of permanent 
measures? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is more or less a question of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then I put it this way. Is the Hon'ble 
Minister aware that some experts hold the opinion that the present tempo* 
rary measures which consist only in strengthening a portion of the left 
embankment is likely to seriously afl^ect the interests of a large section of 
the population and may thwart permanent measures of relief? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government does not think so. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer ({/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what ground they propose to apply 
the Defence of India Rules to acquire the land in question ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What do you mean by “ground"? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs My question is how are the Defence of 
India Rules applicable? 

Mr. 8PEAKER! The upplicabil ity or otherwise of the Defence of India 
Rules is a question of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What i> the progress made up to date 
or up to the latest date available? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: On a pcdnt of order, Sir. 
Mr. Sen’s question was: how was the question of defence of India involved 
here, so that the Defence of India Rules could be invoked. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: His question was “how’ the Defence of India Rules 
are applicable?’’. Well, that is a matter of opinion. Applicability of a 
certain set of rules to a certain set of things is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the special reason for not following the ordinary practice, 
namely, acquiring the land first and then going on that land? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Urgent necessity did not allow the 
land to be ac([uired first. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what progress has been made in the strengthening of the dangerous 
sections of the embankment? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Kumar, can you give any idea of the progress? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I w*ant notice. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many contractors have been appointed for this job? 
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Hr. ATUL fSHANDRA KUMAR: I want notice. 

Dr. NALI.NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’^le Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the progress is being impeded by the failure of 
ministerially appointed or selected contractors? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That is an insinuation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that there is a file main* 
tained by a Superintending Engineer to show the progress made w'eek by 
week by the ministerially selected contractors as against other contractors? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the Government of India receive from the local officials reports regularly 
about the comparative work done by the ministerially selected contractors 
and other contractors? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA«li: :rt^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order plea.se. Will you sit down, Mr. Muji? 
Dr, Saiiyal, the whole jKiint is this. If you put in .\(>ur questicm matters 
which are insinuations, I think 1 am perfectly entitled to ilisullow that 
question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is a list maintained by the 
department. May I not ask that (luestion? Is it a fact that the Superin- 
tending Engineer concerned luuintains two sets of lists of eoTitractors who 
are doing this job — one showing ministerially selecleil eon true, tors and the 
other showing other contractors? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say one set showing the contractors 
appointed b> Ministers? 

Dr.' NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am using the exact words of the 

hie. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears that you have had iieces.s to the file. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 have had no access to the file. This 
is the information that I have got and J wrant t(» know whetiier this is 
correct or not, whether Government is aware that the Superintending 
Engineer maintains a list of ministerially and not mysteriously selected 
contractors and the progress of the work done hy tliem? 

Point of order. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point ot order. Sir. If Dr. Sanyal 
supplies information, then by simply adding the wonls “whether it is a 
fact or not’’ he does not seek information. It has to he seen whether 
information is being supplied or information is being sought. In course 
of putting the question he said that “this is exactly the phrase which haa 
been used in the file”. Then certainly he has had access to the file and I 
gubmit that this ought to he disallowed. When you are saying, Mr. Speaker, 
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tliat a member is abusing his position by insinuating and not by seeking 
information from the Minister, you should take certain steps in order to 
protect us from such insinuations. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir. I have got a letter from the Government of India not officially but 
from a representative member of Bengal who is a member of the Central 
Assembly enquiring of me . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, Mr. Fazlur Rahman raised a point of 
order and I have got to give my ruling on it. If you have got to say any- 
thing wiih regard to any other matter, that will come later. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I am also speaking on the point of 
order itself. I have got a letter 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you may have a letter from a member of 
the Central Assembly, but how can that have anything to do with the point 
of order P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, certain information has been sent 
by the Superintending Engineer who was asking ministerially selected 
•contractors 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I am very much pained to see that know- 
ing the rules well it sometimes appears that you try to introduce matters 
which are not quite relevant to the point at issue. This I never expected 
from you. Here a point of order has been raised as to the form in which 
you have ])ut your question. Whether that is allowable or not, that 
is the question. If you have got anything to say with regard to that parti- 
cular point, I am prepared to listen to you. The point is whether the form 
in which you have put yoiy question, namely, “Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge aware that these things are happening” is allowable or not, and 
that is the point on which the point of order has been rained by Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman. Have you got anything to say on that? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Please give your ruling hrst. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When questions are put, they should be free from 
insinuations. As regards the point whether the form in which the question 
has been put, namely, “Is the Hon’ble Minister aware or not” should be 
allowed or not, I think I have a clear idea about it, and it is this that it is 
allowable. But in that case the sort of statement that was made implies 
certain state of mind of the questioner which means that he must be in 
possession of certain fact and must have knowledge about it and he only 
wants to ascertain whether his impression is correct or not. In that form 
it is allowable. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you, Sir. Now let us have the 
reply. 

FurtMr supptamwtariw on Stamtf QuMtion No. SS. 

Mr. SPEAKiRt Put your question in the proper wuy. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALt Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
with regard to the progress of work in strengthening the left embankment 
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of the Bamodar repcirts have Keen received or forwarded by this Govern- 
ment officer or officers to the (Joverniiieiit of India showiii)^ separately tlie 
progress achic^ed by the ministerially selected contractors as ug'ainst 
departmeritally selected contractors ^ 

Mr* SPEAKERS It implies an insinuation aj^ain that there are 
ministerially selected contractors. 

Or^ NALINAK8HA SANYALS Then let me put that (|uostion first. 
May 1 know how man\ coutractor.s w(‘re appointed bv the Ministry for this 
joi>y 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How many of these contractors 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise, because he W'aiits notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is it u fact that out of 4I> coutractora 
more than ‘1(1 havi* been appointed on the recommendation of a Ministerial 
Sub-( onimittee, which list ot contractors is known as “the ministerially 
appointed contractors’ ’ h’ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There is no such ministerial sub* 
committee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased to 
state what is the amount suuctioucd by the (iovernment of Jlengul for this 
job, viz., tlie stren^^thenin^j of the danijerous section of the left embank- 
ment of the Damodar river 

Th6 Hoil*||lc Khwaj^ Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sit*. 

How' do these (|uestions arise 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is bio far. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The reply is “certain immediate steps 
have been taken To stren^»'theri the dangerous sections of tlie Damodar left 
embankment”. I am tr\in^ in public interest to elicit information whether 
the Government of Hen^al have really taken an> steps, wheth<*r proper 
contractors have been jfiven the job and whether sufficient mone\ has been 
allotted for the jobK 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i.s goin^ too much into details. If you like you 
may raise a discussion on this on an appropriate occasion. 

The Hen’fole Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Dot him ask a specific question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What is the amount allotted for this 
job? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not allowing that <|ue»tion. 

Mr.«ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: f% left 

embankmenti] ^ ^ sealed ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Twenty-first mile k coosidered a« the 
dangerous section. 



486 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 16 th Feb., 


Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: With reference to answer (b) 

right embankment 

»T«T CFW1 !"35lTr CtfCiit FJC^ 'SfiT 

5i:?ra? fV ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are making a statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the breach at the most dangerous 
point on the 2l8t mile been sealed up by this time? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of public interest I am not 
prepared to disclose the facts. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What is the public interest? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is the kind of reply that is given. 
He does not know anything but he shows very great cleverness. My 
question has been whether the public on the left bank can feel protected 
by seeing a complete sealing up of the breach itself apart from the 
embankment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has said ‘T am not prepared to disclose in public 
interest”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is enough to expose him. 

Re-exoavttion of Burguni khal in polioe«station Satkania in the district of 

Chittagong. 

*89. Maulana Md. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD!: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works llepartra^^nt 
b© pleased to state whether the Goveimment have taken up the schemes 
of the re-excavation of the Burguni khal in police-station Satkania in the 
district of Chittagong? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinuative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the said work is likely to be taken up? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’bl© Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Praaanna Pain): (a) No. 

(6) Hoes not arise. 

(c) The scheme was proposed to be taken up on the decentralisation basis, 
i.e., two-thirds of the cost were to be In^rne by Government and the remain- 
ing one-third with the cost of its future maintenance by the District Board 
of Chittagong. The District Board did not agree to the propoeal. The 
IKstrict Board has been asked to submit a list of small schemes, which is 
l>eing awaited. 

Apfiointmants of Inapootora, C.L.O.’s, etc., in Birbhum under the dute 
Regulation Department. 

*90. Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEEs <a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Deiwrtment be pleased to state whether 



1914 . J 


QUESTIONS. 


487 


any new hands have been appointed of late in the Birbhum district as 
Aiaifitant Inspectors, C.L.O.’s, etc., under the Jute Begulatiou Department? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
le pleased to state — 

(t) the number of such hands ; 

(fi) their re8i)ective designations; 

(Hi) scale of jwy ; 

(iv) whether they have Wn posted in the Birbhum diHirict or elsewhere; 
and 

(?') their duties in the district where there is no jute cult ival ion ? 

(c) Is it a fact that they have U^en ordere<l to make survey of all culti- 
vated lands and the jn-osi^ct of this \ear’s prmluce? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(h) (?) and (ii) 0 Assistant 1 ns|H‘ctors, 174 Primary Licensing Assistants, 
18 Camp Assistants, and 1 CHerk. 

{iii) (1) Assistant lnsix‘< tors. Us. 50 as pay and Us. 10 as fixe<l tinvelling 
allowance j)er month, and Us. 10 jwi month us deamess allowance admisHiblo 
for the district. 

(2) Primary Licensing Assistants, (hunp Assi.stnnts and the clerk, U«.30 
as jmy and Us. 8 as dearness allowjince jxr month. 

(tv) Some of the Assistant Inspectors have been jwsted outside and others 
within their hcmie districts. 

{v) General relief work; sujiervision of Food Oorninittws formed, Grow 
M( .re FiKxl campaign, Uunil Ueconstruction and Jute Uegulation. 

ic) They have l>een asked to check agricultural statistics {auM and anian 
acieage) collected during the last food drive and also to rejx>rt on the 
condition of the crojjs. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hic Minister he pleased 
to state if there is any jute cultivation in the distri«*t of Birhhum? 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Y'es, there is some jute cultivation in the district of Birbhum hecuuse juUi 
is used there for eating purposes as sale, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Uon hie Minister ho 
pleased to tell us what is the approximate area? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That is not possible. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon^de Minister he pleased 
to state what is the present position of the Jute Uegulation D<‘partment? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will th< Hon'lde Minister be 
pleased to tell us what are the functions of the Primarv Licensing 
Assistants ? 
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The Hofi'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED liUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

To iHHue licerioes for cultivation of jute in areas in which jute is cultivated 
and to check them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATIi OATTA: Will the Huu’hle Minieter k 
jdeascfl to state why such a larj^e number of Primary Liceusing Assistants 
were appointed in the district of Birbhum where there is not much of jute 
cultivation ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED liUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

They are needed for ^^eneral .supervision of Food Committees formed, 

More Food campaign and Rural Reconstruct i{)n work. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whj' officers appointed under the Jute Regulation Department were 
engaged in other works? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Altlu)Ugh they were aj)iH>inted us appertaining to the Jute Regulation 
Department staff their cimt is debited to the Civil Supplies Department 
because their services are being utilised ])\ ( ivil Siijiplies IXepartinent. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, district 4 Assis 

taut Inspectors Primary Licensing Assistants 

Mr. SPEAKER: That iM to(» detailed a (juestion and does not strictly 
4 iri»e out of this question. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Rioa supplied by Bengal Government to military authorities. 

38. Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRY: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
oi the Oivil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing from Ist December, 194*2, to 15th June, 1943, the quantity of rice 
•applied by the Bengal Oosremmeot to the military authorities: — 

(а) for export outside the Province, and 

(б) for consumption within the Province? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (tin 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy) : No rice for the purposes mentioned 
was supplied by the Government of Bengal to the military authorities. 

Babu ASHUTOSH LAHIRY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased tc 
state if the military authorities were allowed to make direct purchase ol 
foodgrains in the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S« SUHRAWARDY: No. they were not. 

Bobu ASHUTOSH LAHIRY: Will th«» Hon'ble Minister be pleased tc 
state if the Government of India made purchase of foodgrains from Bengal 
and supplied them to military authorities? 
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TlM Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, the Government of Imliu 
made no purchases in Bengal. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRY: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state how then niilitaiv aiitliorities got their suppl\ of foodgnuiis for their 
use ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: B\ imports from other 
provinces. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAiN 8ARKAR: Is it a fact that wlieti the mditarv 
authorities are estahlished in temporarv camps in u localitx. the\ puichase 
rice from the local markets ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not think so Thev an» 
not permitted to make an\ ]>urchase. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Is it not dcsirahle tor the lion'hle 
Minister to make an eiHiuir\ on the subject K 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It instead of putting u 
general question of this type tlie honourable memb<‘r were good enough U* 
cite specific instanct‘s within iiis knowle<lge, I shall make an (‘nquirv. 

Release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, M.L.A. 

36. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: {a) Will the llon’bU Minisior m 
charge of the Home (Defence) Department Ih‘ pleased to state — 

(0 whether the (Tovernment o( Bengal have apjvrouchod the (h)vernmeni 
of India l>etween May, I94d, and dlsi August, 194ti- -- 

(1) for the release ot Mr. Surat Ohandru Bose, and 

(2) for his (niusfer to Bengal; and 

(u) the condition of Mr. Bose's health at preiMJnty 

(h) Is the llon’ble Minister aw'ure that — 

(i) the family allowance given to his family is inadequate; and 

(ii) the allowance does not even cover his iusuiaiice premiums I' 

(c) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of approach- 
ing the Government of India for the increas<* of Mr. Bose’s allowauce to 
such an amount w'hich will satisfy all the wuints of Ihc family/' 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Nan'bla 

Khwajt 8ir Nazimuddin) : In this matter the (iovcmmenl of Ilcugal has 
officially no locus standi. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, no answer has heen given to my 
question. My question is not whether the Government of Bengal km 
officially no locus standi but whether the (joveniment oj Bengal have 
approached the Government of India in the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are discussing the nature of the answer. I quilt 
see your point. You may simply ask whether the Bengal (iovemineal 
approached the Government of India. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

state whether the Bengal Government or the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
approached the Government of India for the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja 8if NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as I have stated in my 
reply, the Government of Bengal has got no locus standi nor the Home 
Minister as such has locus standi, but in their individual capacity they 
may have taken certain steps. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if officially the Bengal Government have any reports regarding 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose collected and submitted to the Government of India 
to enable them to take action with regard to him? 

Th0 Hoii’bis Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I could not quite follow 
the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if unofficially there is any responsibility of the Government of 
regarding Mr, Sarat (ffiandra Bose and forwarded such information to the 
Government of India on which action was taken? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, when actif)n was taken 
I was not in charge of the department, and I am not aware on wliat infor- 
mation the Government of India took steps in the matter of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state if unofficially there is any re.spousibility of the Government of 
Bengal or of the Ministers of this Government in connection with Mr. vSarat 
Chandra Bose’s detention? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, he says that officially they have no 
ItH'us standi. So my (juestion is whether unofficially they have 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are not concerned with things unofficial. 

Dr. NAtlNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any representation has been made by any member of tlie pre.sent 
Cabinet to the Government of India with a view to effc^cting Mr. Bose’s 
release ? 

Th0 Hoil’bitt Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I will again refer the honour- 
able member to what I have stated previously that officially we have taken 
no steps, but in our individual capacity some of the Ministers might have 
done so. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are not concerned with what any member did in his 
individual capacity. I think it would have been better if Sir Nazimuddin 
did not give that answer. I cannot allow any supplementary question on 
wh0t a member did in his personal capacity : it has nothing to do with tiie 
House. 
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Rai HAREMDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, so far as question (b) is 
concerned, the reply is no reply at all. The question is specific, namely, — 

Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that — 

(/) the family allowance given to his family is inadequate; and 
{it) the allowance does not even cover his insurance premiums? 

These questions relate to facts, and will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these facts are within his knowledge or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is a basic assumption of 
official news. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: These are questions which the Htm'blc Minister has 
answered in one sentence. He is supposed to know the English language 
and he has answ’ered them in that way. Hat it seems you are not satisfied 
with the answer and for that you can put supplementary questions but you 
cannot argue and discuss. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister be. 
pleased to state w’hether he is aware of the tacts mentioned in (h) (?) and 
(n) ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I want to correct the 
answer. As regards (h) (i) and { 12 ), I have got some official knowledge of 
the subject. The matter is under correspondence with the Government of 
India and therefore I am not prepared to disclose that. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Since when? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: For the last time or four 
months. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
fltate whether the Government ever in the past assured some of their party 
members that they would approach the Government of India to sin'k the 
redress referred to in the question ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou cannot bring in jiarty questioiiM hen*. Tlial 
question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased U) 
state whether it is a fact that when they came into offic'c he and .mnne of his 
colleagues gave a promise to the people that they would try tlieir utmost to 
release Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose or to bring him to Bengal? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you mean by that whether he made an announce- 
ment? In that case you can put a question to that effect if you like. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he and his colleagues gave an assurance that he and his 
colleagues would try to release Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose or to bring him to 
Bengal? 

TIM Hon’blt Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 ask, assi* ranee to 
whom ? 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
atate whether the Government ever assured some honourable members of this 
House that they would approach the Central Government to seek the redress 
referred to in the question ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is in the negative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the question of the 
condition of Mr. Bose’s health, at present, is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the DejKArtnjent of Home and Public Information got any official 
information relating to his present state of health? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; No, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to indicate the nature of the representation that was made by this 
Government or by any of the Ministers to the Government of India? 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 think the Hon’ble Minister has already said that he 
is not prepared to answer that because the matter is now under correspondence 
with the Government of India. 

GOVERNMENT SILL. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr Speaker, may 
I propose that you do now adjourn the House till tomorrow. We have just 
reached clause 6 of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. Clauses 6 
and 7 are two of the more difficult clauses in this very technical Bill, and we 
have a number of amendments to consider. My colleagues and 1 have not 
been able to make up our minds on some of the amendments, and I think it 
would on the whole be economy of time if we did not discuss clauses 6 and 
7 today. As honourable members have probably come prepared to discuss 
clauses 6, 7, 8, etc., I suggest that w'e do adjourn till tomorrow, take up the 
Bill tomorrow and proceed with the Bill tomorrow. This would be of great 
assistance to us and, I think in the long run to the House, and I hope the 
House has no objection. 

br. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; We would not object to adjournment of 
discussion particularly when the Hon’ble Minister in charge is experiencing 
certain practical difficulties both with regard to his colleagues and his party 
and probably the European Party most 

The Hoil’bla Mr. TULSI OHANDRA GOSWAMI: The European Party 
has got nothing to do with this proposal. 

Mr. A. F. STARKI I would like to make it clear that this has nothing 
to do with us at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, it is a ©ovemment Bill. The day is allotted 
far Government business. Government is not willing to proceed with the 
bbsiness today. What can either the Opposition dr the Speaker do? We 
cannot do anything. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have got eome other submisnioiLs to 

Qake. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If you have got anything to Miy, what is it 't Are you 
alking on a point of order? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then point of order. (Laughter 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Dr. Sanyal, when you say “jioint of tuder" you 
ully realise what a point of order is and >4»u say so with tin* fullest re»- 
)onsihility a ineinher is expected to have. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If it is not a point of order \ou will give 
ne admonition, I know. 

Sir, the rule states — rule 18 — that on every other <lay than Friday we 
hall have (ioverninent business — “Kxcejit at the meeting on Fiida\ of each 
veek, (ioverninent business, unless the (lovernor otherwise directs, shall 
lave precedence at every meeting of the Assembly”. That means that if 
here is no Government business, then non-ofhcial business tliat has been 
langing on and whicli has not been finished will come in because there is no 
juestion of the House adjourning on that account. If the Govertnnent 
lusiness is withdrawn. I submit that Me Mill straightuMay proceetl Mith the 
infinished non-official business M’hii'h has been kept over from Friday. That 
fi my point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, though you have tried to make it a ])oint 
)f order, it is not a point of order. It is a reipiest that non-official business 
nay be taken up. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVe have a right to do that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: There is no programme to that effect. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Programme is no jiart of the business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing on the Order Paper today except this 
lusiness. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is no rule that the Order Ihiper 
nust be folloM’ed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you have so many times gone through the 
rules and you are perhaps one of the members of tbe committee M-hich 
'ramed the rules. Look at rule 21. There it i.s stated that if any mutter 
lot on the agenda has got to be taken up, the Sjieaker’s consent is iiecessar>% 
ind you could have said that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We ask your leave. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different thing; that is no point of order. 
Bfowever, I do not think it will be convenient to take any other business 
today. The House stands adjourned till »3-30 p.m. tomorrow. 


AdJaurmiMfit. 

The House #as acedtdingly adjourned at 4-27 p.tn. till 8-30 p.tn. en 
rkursday, the 17th February. Jfl44. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



m 


[17th Feb,, 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
17th February, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Xausheh Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 183 members. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the questions to be 
answered by the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy may kindly be held over. 
He has gone out and will be back within half an hour. 

(Starred questions Nos. 91 and 92 were thereupon held over.) 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Annual grant to Mental Hospital at Calcutta and Mankundu. 

*93. Mr. HEM CHANDRA N ASKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and I^cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Mental Hospital at Calcutta and Mankundu has been 
recognised by Government ; and 

(tV) if so, what aid he has proposed to give to this institution annually? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government are granting annual aid to the Mental 
Hospital at Ranchi? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (?) Yes, a provisional license 
was granted for two years to the hospital last year. 

(it) A capital grant of 118.7,500 was paid to the hospital last year. The 
proposal for a further suitable grant is under my consideration. The 
question of annual recurring grant will be considered in due course after the 
hospital has fulfilled the terms and conditions of the license and has been 
able to secure a permanent licence under the provision of Indian Lunacy 
Act. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

9uporto$sioii of Burdwan iminioipality. 

•94. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
plei|sed to state whether the Burdwan municipality has of late been 
superseded? 
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(h) If so, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to stato— 

(t) the reason of such supersession ; and 

(u) whetlier it is in the conteniplalion of the (loverument to withdraw 

the order of supersession at present? 

. (c) If the answer to (6) {it) is in the negative, will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(d) Is it a fact that the cominissi(»ners and Burdwan |)eople ap|>ealed to 
the Government through the Divisional Commissioner to withdraw the order 
of supersession? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when ; and 

(ii) what action, if any, has been taken on it ^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): {a) Yes. 

(h) (i) The miinici]>al commissioners refused to frame a budget for the 
current financial year and so threatened to bring the administration to a 
standstill. 

(u) The period of supersession has been terminated with effect from the 
15th February, 1944. 

(c) to (c) Do not arise. 


Production of quinine at Mung^KM Cinchona Factory. 

•95. Mr. J. R. WALKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Forests and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

{a) what are the figures of production of quinine from the (’inchona 
Factory at Mungpoo month by month during the twm years to 
31st December, 1943; 

(6) what are the figures of production of cinchona bark from the planta- 
tions month by month during the same period ; 

(c) what IS Government’s scheme of expansion of quinine production; 

(d) what steps have been taken to increase the prodmdive capacity 

of the factory; 

(«) to what extent it is immediately possible to increase the production 
of cinchona bark from the plantations; 

(/) what steps have been taken by Government to instal plant and 
machinery in the factory necessary to cope with the increased 
production of cinchona bark under the new Russian method ; and 

{g) what additional area of forest land has been made available for the 
planting of cinchona trees? 
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MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(tha Hon’ble Mr. Premhari Barma): (a)~ 


1942. 


lbs. 

January 


... 4,823 

February 


... 4,G50 

March 


... 4,874 

April 


... 4,357 

May 


... 4,851 

June 


... 3,755 

July 


... 4,498 

August 


... G,194 

September 


... 5,GG9 

October 


... 5,350 

November 


4,545 

December 


... 4,564 


Total 

... 58,130 

1943. 


Ib.s. 

J anuary 


... 5,350 

February 


... 3,985 

March 


... 3,488 

April 


... 3,574 

May 


... 6,632 

June 


... 6,251 

July 


... 8,054 

August 


... 6,656 

September 


... f),T29 

October 


... 6,129 

November 


... 5,468 

December 


... 7,965 


Total 

... 69,281 


(b) Harvesting* of bark is a seasonal of>eration ahd drying also takes 
irregular periods of time. Monthly production figures are, therefore, not 
ayailable. Production of bark in the financial year 1^41*42 waa 1,465,000 lbs. 
and for the year 1942-43 was 1,611,300 lbs. 

(o) This OoTernment’s scheme of expansion of quinine production has ' 
been deyiaed with a yiew to reaoh an outturn of 100,000 lbs. of quinine per 
aMMun within the space of twelye years more by gradual extension of the 
plantations and the produo tiye capacity of the quinine factory. 
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1944*1 


{i) Additions have been made to the extraction plant of the factory 
during the last two years and its capacity of production has now l)een increased 
by f30 per cent. The factory is now capable of handling 2,000,000 lbs. of 
bark per annum. 


(c) It is exi)ei‘te(l that the harvest of hark fn»m the existing plantations 
at Mungix)o and Munsong during the next three years — 1044-40, 1045-40, 
1946-47 — will be 2,000,000 Ihs. annually. But it is expected that in 1947-48 
there will be a drop in the harvest from these plantations ns mature blocks 
will gradually go down due to the harvests in the ])revious years. But the 
new plantation started at Kongo according to expansion scheme is expected 
to yield 112,000 Ih.'^. ot hark annually from 194o.4t) up to 1949-50 and an 
annual yield of 560,000 lbs. of hark 11*0111 1950-51. The new plantation at 
Latpanchor is also expected to give annual harvest of 140, OtM) lbs. of bark 
from 1950*51 making the total yield in I9o0-ol to he ‘2,200,000 lbs. 

It is not eonsiderod ad\isuble to utilise the existing hark resources at u 
more rapid rate since this can be done only at the expense of future quinine 
production . 

(/) Additional bark harvest is expected first in 1946 from the new scheme 
of cultivation under the Russian method. The scheme is being financed by 
the (Government of India who are having cx|M‘riments conducted to devise the 
best method of extraction of quinine from hark obtained under this form of 
cultivation with a view to instal the necessary plant. 

(g) Additional areas of forest land proponed to he released for cinchona 
plantations are : 

Kongo block— 200 acres per year for the next 3 years. 

Latpanchor group of blocks— 50 acres per year during the experimental 
period of 4 years fr(»m 1943 and thereafter about 150 acres per 
year. 


Mr. DHIRKNORA MATH OATTAl Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to tell us what were the normal requirements of quinine in a normal 

year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ariw. 


Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased tf» explain 
the fall in the production of quinine in the months of February, March and 
April, 1943? The production as stated in the reply in 1943 is 3,98«) in 
Februarj’, 3,488 in March and 4,574 in April and it drops from 5,350 in 
January.' 

The Hoil'bla Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: It is not possible for me to 

give reasotts. Perhaps there was short supply of bark in those months and 
therefore production was less. 
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Mri A* F$ STARK: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to explain 
the fluctuations in the production of quinine from month to month The 
figures show wide differences in 1943. In one month the production is 
6,000 lbs., in another month it drops to 5,000 lbs. and odd and next month 
it goes up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the supply of bark was short? 

Tha Hon*blO Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: That was due to shortage of 
labour and other things. 

* 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: What are those other things? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Shortage of labour, shortage 
of transport, etc. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that the plantations are in a position to supply more bark than 
the factories can have it? 

Thd Hon’blo Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: No, that is not a fact. 

Aotion taken by Government against newspapers and presses. 

*96. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Press) Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the number and names of the newspai)er8, jjeriodicals and presses 
against whom actions were taken by the Government since tho 
beginning of the present War without previous notice to and con- 
sultation and discussion with the Provincial Press Advisory Com- 
mittee; 

(it) the number and names of the newspapers, jjeriodicals and presses 
against whom actions were taken by the Government after giving 
previous notice and having consultations and discussion wdth the 
Provincial Press Advisory Committee; 

(iti) the number and names of the newspapers, j^eriodicals and presses 
against whom actions were taken by the Government rejecting the 
unanimous recommendations of the Press Advisory Committee; 
and 

(fi?) w'hether Press Advi.^ory Committee functions in the Province of 
Bengal ? 



QUESTIONS. 


m 


1944.] 


(h) If the answer to (a) (rr) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the rea.sons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment of Bengal gives previous iiotiee to and (H)nsults and discusses 
with the Provincial Press Advisory ('ommitlee Wfore taking any action 
against any newspapers, periodicals and presses? 

(d) If the answer to (c) Ls in the negative, will the Ilou’ble Minister be 
please<l to state the reasons therefor? 

(e) Will the lion’ble Minister l>e pleased to state the names and number 
of newspapers, i>eriodicals and j)resses that were suppressed temporarily or 
permanently by the order of the (joverument .since the beginning of the 
present war? 


{/) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be also pleased to stale the names of news- 
pajiers and i)eriodicals on which the order for precensorship of news and views 
before juiblicntion was ser^ed tiunporarily or permanently under Defence of 
India Pules or under any other laws? 

(r;) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) in how many cases the (lovernment prohibited the ])ublicntion of 
factual news; and 

(//) whether he is considering the desirability of removing all restric- 
tions on the newspapers, |>eriodicals and press except those 
necessitated for purely military considerations? 


MINISTER in Charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (?) to (???) The Provincial Press Advisory 

Committee was formed on the dOth November. 194t). A statement giving 
the information asked for from this date is laid on the Table. 

(tr) Yes. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(r) Yes, but not in cases in which the proposed action is in accordance 
with a view already expressed by the Committee or where urgent action is 
essential. In the latter class of case, the action taken is reported to the 
Committee afterwards. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) and (/) See the statement laid on the Table. 

(ff) (t) No orders have been issued prohibiting the publication of indivi- 
•dual items of factual news, but on six occasions since April, HMO, general 
orders have been issued for security reasons prohibiting the publication of 
news about certain subjects. 

(ii) No. 



referred to f» rejdy to clattM (a)(i) to (Hi) of starred question No. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer («) where it 
is stated that the Provincial Committee is not generally consulted where 
urgent action is essential, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
much time it takes to have the opinion of the Committee on the subject? 

Th# HOfl’IllB Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That depends on how quickly 
the Committee can meet, but it may be necessarj' to take immediate 
action. If the Committee is to be consulted notice has got to be given 
asking the Committee to meet and that may not be possible. It is on such 
occasions that action is taken without consulting the committee. 

Mr. ASHUT08H LAHIRI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government (jonsulted the Advisory Committee before 
isfluinj? orders on the Amrita Bazar Patrika regarding the publication of 
its editorials? 

Tha Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the honourable 
member to the statement accompanying this answer. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Uonlde Minister be pleased to 
state whether there are any members of the Provincial Advisory Committee 
residing outside Calcutta? 

The Hoii’bla Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Damage caiiaect in Midnapore by breach in embankments and Government 

steps for relief. 

*97. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: {a) Will the HmCble Minister in 
charge of the lievenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that several breaches have lieen caused in the — 

(i) Amraoti (Takavi), 

(u) Jalamutha (Scheduled D), 

(lit) Sulwrnarekha,* 

and other embankments by the recent floods of Kalighai, Subarnarekha^ 
Baghui, Cossnyee and Shilai rivers in the district of Midnapore? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the extent of areas flooded in each sulxlivision of the district; 

(ii) the extent of damage to — 

(1) crops, 

(2) cattle, and 

(3) human life, and 

(4) number of houses collapsed in each subdivision of the district; 

(iii) the steps taken to give relief to the people; 

(iv) the number of relief (^entree wiih the names of places where they have 

been opened in the affected areas; • 

(r) the number of free kitchens, if any, in the affected areas and names 

of places where they have been started ; 
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(vi) tfie total number of heads that are getting gratuitous help from the 
Government Relief Centres; 

{vii) the total quantity of foodgrains required for the relief works; and 
(viii) the establishment, if any, of a supply centre of foodgrains? 


(c) Is it a fact that rice is not available easily in the affected areas of 
Contai, district Midnapore ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of starting a number of supply centres at Contai? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): {a) Yes. 


(h) (i)- 


Contai 
Tamluk 
Sadar (South) 
Ghatal 

Sadar (North) 
Jhargram 


Stpiare miles 

140 

f)b 

117-49 

10 

23 

28 


Total ... 373-49 


(it) (1) C ontai vision. — Tegctable.s were damaged to the extent of 

12 annas. In about 80 sq. miles crops were either damaged or destroyed. 

Tarnlvk subdivision . — Oops in about 25,600 acres of land damaged. 

(yfidtal .^uhdi vision . — Crops in Otio acre.s of land damaged. 

Jliaryram subdivision . — The aus paddy of about 2,000 bighas has been 
destroyed to the extent of 50 per cent. The anmn paddy of the flooded area 
has also been damaged to the extent of 4 annas. 

Sadar (South ). — Crops in 26,688 bighas of land damaged. 

Sadar (North ). — 50 per cent, crops in 600 bighas damaged. 

(2) Seventy-four in Tamluk, 100 in Jhargram and 44 in Sadar South. 

(3) Only 1 in Contai. 

(4) Not many in Contai subdivision, 3,017 in Tamluk, 13 in Ghatal, 
2,500 in JhargT-am, 3,372 in Sadar (South). 

(til) Immediate arrangements were made to give relief in food and 
clothing to the people of the affected areas. Temporary arrangements were 
al^o made to give shelter to the homeless people by erecting hogla sheds 
on highlands, roads embankments and schools. 

Gratuitous relief and agricultural loan in cash and seeds are being 
distributed. 
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(iv) Contai subdivision. — Eleven centres at Bhagawanpur, MugWia, 
JCajlagarb, Manglamaro, Protapdighi, Sat-mile, Balishai, Pichbaboni, Deuli, 
Bamnagar and Paniparul. 

Tamluk subdivision. — Five centi»tes at Ehaniadilii, Panskura Camp II, 
Siddba in Panskura police-station, Asnan in Moyna police-station and 
Hamanara in Nandigram police-station. 

(ihatal subdivision. — Two centres, one at Kadilpore in Union No. Ill and 
another at Temohani in Union No. IV. 

Jhargram subdivision. — Two relief kitchens have been opened. 

Sadar (North) subdivision. — One relief centre in Harishpur in police- 
statioii Midnapore. 

(v) Contai subdivision. — Five hundred and fifteen as detailed in the state- 
ment laid on the Library Table. 

Tamluk subdivision. — Twenty-two as per statement laid on the Library 
Table. 

Ghatal subdivision. — Three free kitchens were opened in unions II, III 
and IV, 

Jhargram subdivision. — Two relief kitchens have been opened. 

Sadar (North). — Free kitchens have been opened at Harishimr in Hidna- 
pore police-station. 

Sadar (South). — Free kitchens were organised at Santia (ionuinda Bazar, 
Majurbeli Btuni, Nilta, Digdu Dhuipara, Dantunia in police-station Mohan- 
piir, Dantan (ifi jKjlice-station Daiitan), Baguitlii (jxdice-station Keshiari), 
Dasagrain, Sarto, Dharika Sabang, Iluihun and Khulbheri in police-station 
Sabang. These kitchens were started up to the 15th September, 1943. The 
total uuinher in Midna|K)re up to the l^lbid Se]>temlH»r, 1JM3, is 7T1 but names 
of places are not readily available. 

Many private kitchens are working in Sadar (South) subdivision which 
will Im? shoi'tly replaced by Government kitchens. 

(ri) 198,059, in Contai subdivision. 

28,134 in Tamluk subdivision, 1,260 in Ghatal subdivision, 500 in Thar- 
grain subdivision, 200 in Sadar (North) sulKlivision. 

Contvd subdivision. — About 22,000 maunds per month. 

Tamluk subdivision. — 1,054 maunds monthly for the area affected by this 
food. 

Ghatal subdivision, — 440 maunds monthly. 

Jhargram subdivision. — 11,000 maunds monthly. 

Sadar (North). — Monthly 100 maunds. 

Sadar —Monthly 10,000 maunds. 

(wt) Supjdy oentras have been established in the Contai and Tamluk 
anbdi visions. 

(c> Yas. 

(if) These have already been started in Contai. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that these relief centres have now been discontinued 

The Hon’bfe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA: Yes. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state since 
when the relief centres have been discontinued? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Different centres were 
discontinued at different times. If the honourable member wants more 
details I would a>k for notice. 

Selection of contractors for Air-freight Depot and Damodar breach repairs 
and embankment construction works. 

^ Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IDm'ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works llepartment be pleased to state -* 
(«) the procedure now followed for the selection of contractors for 
different categories of wcuk under the dixiH)sal or sujiervision of 
the rommunications and Works Department, including the 
Irrigation Branch ; 

(h) the changes, if any, effected in the procedure during the regime 
of the present Ministry and the reasons for such changes; 

(c) the firms, the names of proprietors of such tinns and their pi’evi<ius 

records of work in the Communications and Works Departmeiii 
that have been entruste<l with the works for — 

(?) Job No. MN 8 Air-freight Dejx)!, and 

(ii) Damodar breach repairs and embankment constnu tion at 
different stages, showing the (hanges in the list made, if 
any, and the approximate estimated value of the work 
entrusted to each party; and 

(d) the name or names of the |)er«onM w1h» took part in the selection 

of the contractors for the two jobs at different stages; 

(e) the consideration or i‘on«ideratifms that were kept in view and th# 

materials on which such consideration.^ were based for the 
selection of the contractors; 

(/) the statement showing the list of tenderer-^ for the above two 
works together with the rates offered b\ eai h party*' 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’bla Mr. BiraBi 
Prasanna Pain): (a) and (h) Copies of Bengal Government No. 44ti4(2)A., 
dated the 9th December, 1948, and amendments thereto are laid cm the 
Library Table together with copies of the orders referred to in paragraph (5) 
thereof. 

The changes were made with a view to distribute works of the Coil- 
znunications and Works Department on a fair communal basis and also to 
distribute big works among as many contractors as p<^>ssible. 

(c) Three statements giving the information asked for are laid on the 
Library Table, one statement for each of ihe three works. 
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Goyemment recognise established firms but are not concerned with the 
constituents of firms. Government are therefore not in position to give 
the names of the proprietors of the different firms. 

(d) Regarding Job No. MN 8, afi contracts under phase I except that 
of Messrs. S. K. Chakravarty Ltd., were given by Mr, P. C. Neogi, i.s.L., 
Superintending Engineer, Defence Works C?ircle, before the changes in the 
procedure regarding selection of contractors were given effect to by Govern- 
ment. The contract to Messrs. S. K. Chakravarty Ltd., was given by the 
Board. 

Contracts under phase II were all given by the Board. 

As regards Damodar Breach repair.s, the selection of contractors was 
made by Mr. J. F. Russell, i..s.e., Superintending Engineer, Development 
Circle, before the changes in the procedure regarding selection of contractors 
were given effect to by Government. 

Regarding Damodar Embankment Construclion work, all contracts were 
distributed by the unanimous decision of the Board. 

(e) Regarding Job No. MN 8, column 3 of the statement I referred 
to in the reply to question (c) may be seen. The fact that the work was 
required to be completed by a target date had also to be kept in view. 

Regarding Damodar breach repairs and Damodar Embankment con- 
struction works, ability to do the works by target dates and to procure and 
maintain at work sites sufficient numbers of coolies to do so were the factors 
that were taken into consideration. 

(/) The question does not arise, as under the orders referre<l to in the 
reply to the (juestions {a) and (h) sueh works are not reciuired to be dis- 
tributed after invitation of tenders to cOntruetors on rates off*ered by them 
but have to be distributed among the selected contractors Irv' the Board at 
rates settled by the Superintending Engineer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) and (b) 
referring to the Government letter, dated the 9th Dt'cember, 1943, will the 
Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state what was the communal ba-sis fixed 
as a fair communal basis for the distribution of contracts under the 
department? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: 1 . 1— >0 per cent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if that basis has been followed in the subsequent distribution of 
contracts, especially in the matter of the two jobs referred to? 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA KUMAR: After the change of procedure in the 
rules it was followed strictly as far as practicable. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that before the change of procedure in the rulers 
not a single Muslim contractor did get any work in connection with the 
Damodar breach repair work? 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA KUMAR: Yes, before that not a single 
Mahomedan contractor was given any work. 
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Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to answer {a) 
and (5) wherein it is stated that the changes were made with a view to 
distribute works of the Communications and Works Department on a fair 
communal basis, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
Scheduled Caste member has got any contract under this Department? 

m. ATML SHANDRA KUMAR: I want notice. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether after the establishment of the Hoard the number of Muslim 
contractors has been increased? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to answer (r) referring 
to three statements, will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased t4) state how was 
the communal character of the contractor kn(mu without knowing the name 
of the proprietor or the constituents thereof? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It was verified whether the Bnn 
belonged to a Muhammadan or to a Hindu. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How is that possible if the name of 
the proprietor of tlie firm is not knf)wn. The statement shows under the 
bead “Name of the proprietor or partner” that it is not known. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What do you mean to say? Do you mean to say tliat 
the answer is inconsistent ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. (iovcrnmt*nt lias fixed a quota, 
and I want to know how did they arrive at it. 

Point of Order. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir. 1 want 
your ruling, Sir, as to whether it is permissible for a member to remove 
a statement laid on the Library Table and to bring that to the House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; How does that question arise at all? That is a 
hj^pothetical question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I may be permitted to draw 
your attention to the fact that Dr. Sanyal has brought out a statement 
which evidently is^the statement laid on the Library Table, and I would 
like to have your decision on the point as to whether it is permissible for 
a menther to remove that statement from the Library Table where it has 
been placed for the perusal of the honourable meinlwrs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Weil, you mean to say that Dr. Sanyal has removed 
the statement that was laid on the Library Table and ask me to say whether 
it was proper or not. Then, that is a question oi propriety. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I think it is a question of privilege 
because the statement has been laid on the Library Table for the informa* 
tioa of the members of this House and there may be a member from thin 
side of the House who may like to consult it. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Kh an Baliadnr Mohammecl Ali, at first you raised it 
as a p(dn1 of order; When I ruled that if was not a point of order, then ^du 
have raised it as a matter of privilege. To be frank with you I have got 
a very vague idea about the ({uestiour^ of privilege that is now and then 
raised in the course of a discussion. I am not prepared to give any opinion 
about this question of privilege, and I will therefore consider this matter 
and will give rny considered opinion hereafter after consulting the Committee 
of Privileges, if necessary. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Supposing, Sir, a member wants 
to consult the statement laid on the Library Table when this question is 
being answered, he would be debarred from having a look at the statement 
to which he is fully entitled. 

Mr. SPEAKER: W^ell, Khan Bahadur, you are again referring to the 
same question on which I have given a decision. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am raising another point of 
privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already given my decision about the question 
of privilege but you are again raising another point of privilege. But as 
I have indicated just now, 1 have to see how far it is permissible to raise 
a point of privilege at every stage during discussion, and if it is absf)lutely 
pertinent to the subject matter I have got to examine whether it 
permissible. Now what is that privilege!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My point of privilege is that when 
this question is being an.swere(l it may be necessary for any member to go 
immediately to the Library to refer to the statement that has been laid 
there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are repeating tlie same question over again. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My point is that the statement 
be sent back to the Library Table immediately for the benefit of the other 
members of the Hotise for which pur]»ose it has been laid there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you have not raised any new point of privilege. 

Purthar Supplamentaries on Starred Question No. 9S. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer {a) and (h)^ 
will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state if it is a fact that after the 
9th of December, 1943, namely, the date of the Government order, the then 
existing lists of Communications and Works Department contractors were 
cancelled and thereafter the contractors 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think you should put your questions one by one and 
not make it too lengthy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right. Sir. I shall put one by one/ 
la it a fact that after the 9th December, 1943, all the existing contractors 
of the department were removed from the approved list? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMARl No. 
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0FrtlM^NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
if it is a fact that in the letter placed on the Library Table theses 
words appear that all existing lists of the Communications and Works 
Department contractors will be cancelled? 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes. the language is *^will be can- 
celled" after the new list is published. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'b^ Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that fresh enlistment of contract<»rs in the approved 
list or promotions within the aj)proved lists were thereafter required to bo 
made only in consultation with the Minister in charge? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes 


Point of privilego. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: On a point of privilege. Sir. Just now 
I have been to the Library to consult the statement laid on the table there 
but I could not find it anywhere in the Library. 

Mr. BREAKER : 1 have already given my ruling on that point. Will 

you resume your seat ? 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: On a point of order, Sir. My piunt of 
order is this. The reply has been given that the statement is laid on tlm 
Library Table. I went in search of the statement but it is not found there. 

1 want your ruling whether (Tovernment is justified in making such state- 
ments in the answer. 

Mr. BREAKER. Oovernment may make any answer. It will bo 
accepted as an answer. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Sir. I had u mind to put supplementary 
quest irms. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir. A very 
important is.sue has been raised by a member. He has every right to put 
a supplementary question. 

Mr. BREAKER: Khan Bahadur, you must at least consider for a 
moment that you have come hack to the same thing hy diflerciif ways. Aou 
are harping on that one point. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir 

Mr. BREAKER: You are harping on exactly the same jioint. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What I was saying is that the 
member who rose on a point of order wants to exercise his right to ask 
supplementary questions and he is entitled to do so. His point is whether 
these supplementarx que>tioris can he put now or what will hapjien to these 
questions. . He is pretented from asking supplementary <|uestions because 
* of the fact that he cannot get hold of the statement. That is entirely 
different from what I raised. He as a meniWr cannot exerci.se his right. 

Mr. BREAKER: This leads us to this— whether the statement bat 
actually been laid on the Library Table or not and, if not laid on the Library 
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Tikble, whether the question should be gone into or an enquiry should be 
made before this question ie answered as to what has happened to that 
•tatement if it had been laid on the Library Table., I do not propose to go 
into these questions. The question i#b«ing answered. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Sir, I had a mind to pvt mq^^enieiitary 
questions.. I went in search of the statement but it was not found. Will 
you kindly hold over the question ? 

Mr. 8PEAKERS I have already given my ruling on that point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am making the position clear 
lest there he any minunderstanding 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You need not make anything clear. 

Further 8upplementarieg on Etarred Question No. 98. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in the list of contracts in Job No. MN 8, the first phase of the 
work has been finished or is still lying unfinished? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Not yet completely finished. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to phase No. II work, 
will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the reason why Messrs. Shalimar 
Engineering To. did not agree to do the work? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR. Shalimar Co. are in the best position 
to answer that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Were they not applicants to do the 
work? Did they not tender for it? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes, they were. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government ascertained the reason why they had not accepted 
the work? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It is not the business of Government 
to enquire if a contractor chooses not to accept to do a work. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the firm of contractors 
Jeewanram Gaugaram, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if this 
is the finn which has got cotton piece goods trade in Burra Bazar? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How can that question arise out of this? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this firm ever did contractor’s work elsewhere? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes. 

Or. NALINAK8KA 8ANYAL: Where? 

(No amswer.) 

Or. NALtNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble MinisU^r be pleased 
to state if this is the same firm that has got a hat in Howrah which was 
orgamsed by and helped in its establishment by the Minister in charge as 
the Chairman of the Howrah Municipality? 
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Mf« SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Hon’ble Minister in charg:e of the Communications and W^orks 
Department has any financial connection with that firmF 

Mr. SPEAKER: I disallow that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why. SirP If the HoiCble Minister 
chooses to give a reply to my question, he may come forward. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have disallowed that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (iovernment are aware tliat Mes>rs. Jeewanrnm (iangaram, piece- 
goods merchants in Burra Bazar, who is one of thl ap}>roveil contractors, 
wa.s approve*! as a first class contractor during (he regime of the present 
Minister in charge P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I disallow it for the .simple reason that it is not one 
question. It implies many questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: All right. Is the Hon’hlo Minister 
aware that Jeewanram (langaram was enlisted as a first (‘lass contractor 
during the regime of the present Minister in ehargeP 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It is shown that tlu* firm is a first class 
contractor. As regards the point of time, I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the ITon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state, as approved first cla.ss contractor of the department, which WM)rk 
or works in the jiast were done hy this finnP 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. the previous n*cord of work is one 
of the ({uestions. That is why I asked the qiie.stion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are going into details as to what works were done 
by this firm. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVill the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if B. B. ('hatterjee, the other selected contractor in that list, is 
also a clo.se friend of the Minister in charge P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, there is one point I must draw your 
attention to. You seem to cast aspersion.s on the Hon’hle Minister. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is a question of fact and I am ask- 
ing the Hon’ble Minister to say “yes” or 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the very fact that you are making this statement 
in the House casts upon you a serious responsibility and I am sure you are 
conscious of your own responsibility. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Certainly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But in respect of some other question when I inter- 
rupted you. you gave it up. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I did not give it up, but you disallowed 
it. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That was my idea — I may be wrong in my impression. 
Tou are now making a suggestion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am making an enquiry. There are 
five names given of contractors in phase No. II out of which one went out. 
From that list I have taken out only one firm, namely, Jeewanram Ganga- 
ram, who was given Rs. 1,90, {)()() worth of work to find out whether he was 
a JfoiKi fide crintractor who had done any work X)reviously. But you have 
disallowed it. So, I could not help it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you put your question. I have now got 
a copy and 1 am looking into it. 

Dr. NALINAK8Hi| SANYAL: Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased 
to state who is the engineer who is looking after the work of Jeewanram 
GanJ^aram Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I have a.ske<l what previous work 
they have done, and the answer is nil. I have asked another question as to 
whether he is the same person who has g(»t a hat in Howrah. 

(Upixmr and table thumping.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, you have asked the name 
of the engineer who looks after the work of this firm. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes. I have asked another question 
also as to whether the Hon’ble Minister in charge had ever any financial 
relation with this firm. ( Uproar. ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your (juestion? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My que.stion is whether the Hon’ble 
Mr. Barada Prasunna Pain had at any stage any financial relation with this 
firm of Jeewanram Gangaram”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 disallow that question under rule Jt). 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, may I have a chance to put 
on© supplementarv question y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the firm named Bengal River Seiwice applied for 
one of the works mentioned in the list and whether it is a fact that Dr. Sanyal 
approached Mr. Neogi for the contract P 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What nonsense ! 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA KUMAR: Dr. Sanyal who is an employee of 
Bengal River Service approached Mr. Neogi for a friend of his. 1 do not 
know for whom. 

(Uproar and table thumping from the Coalition benches.) 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALl With regard to this collusive reply 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that on the I7th 
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December, 1943, in the evening Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, the Parliamentary 
Secretary’, was noticed giving u dinner at his cost to Mr. P. C. Neogi at 
the Avenue Hotels 

(Uproar and tuble thumping from the Opposition benches and cries of 
^‘ehame, shame”.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That (|uestion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I am prepared to answer that ques- 
tion. (Uproar.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order i)lease. It is regrettable that matters having 
nothing to do with official busiuevss have been brought in at the question 
time. It any sucli .suggestion can be made or if any member is .satisfied 
that any such thing happened, he w'ill have ample opportunity of discussing 
those matters during the budget discussion either iluring general discussion 
or at the time of di.sciis.siiig cut motions, hut I think tluring question time 
we (uiglit to avoid all references to matters of tlie kind that has just now 
been brought in. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. when any meinher insinuates in a ques- 
tion and when he is not permitted to put that question, if the Minister or 
the Parliamentary Secretary wants to give a reply to the insinuation, may 
we knou whether he should not he alh»we<l to do 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think u.s soon as a question is disallowed, it loses 
all it.s force whatsoever. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T hen it .should he expunged from 

the ))n)ceedings. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Either it should he expunged from the 
proceedings or the Parliamentary Secretary or the Minister as the case may 
he should he allowed to reply to the insinuaticm. 

Mr, SPEAKER: It is unfortunate that questions have been asked in 
this House which very often reijuired the intervejition of the Speaker on 
grounds like one that has just now been stated. It is expected that mem- 
bers putting questions will strictly remain within the rules and when I dis- 
allow a question I think it loses all its force, hut even assiiming that there 
may be insinuations of a nature which ought not to be on the record in any 
way, in that case I will certainly consider the desirability or otherwise as 
to whether anything like that should be on the record. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In that event, Sir, 1 would only sub- 
mit that in reply to the question put by my esteemed friend Maulvi Abdul 
Latif Biswas certain statement.^ have been made which I want to correct. 
I am a Director of the River Service Company and not an employee. (Uproar 
and table thumping.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is unfortunate that during question 
time even there should be troubles like this. I frankly confess that because 
of the latitude that I have allowed these things have gone to an extent to 
which they ought not to have gone and I have got to be stricter and I will 
be stricter in future. (Cries of “hear, hear” from the Coalition benches.) 
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But fto far ag the pregent thing ig concerned, I cannot allow any more 
bittemesg to come into this question. I would only ask Dr. Sanyal to put 
relevant questions if he has got any. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the last answer, will 
the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state 

Mr. SPEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, will you resume your seatP I shall say 
one word more and I think you will be satisfied. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How can I be satisfied? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unpleasant expressions hare been used 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No unpleasantness has been created. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is certainly unpleasant to you. Otherwise why are 
you anxious? (Uproar and table thumping.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (Amidst continued table thumping.) 
I am not at all worried to be a Director of the Premier Bengali-managed 

River Service. I want to make it clear (Uproar and cries of “sit down, 

sit down” from the Ministerialist Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, you know’ the rules very 
well. If there has been anything w’rong, you w'ill have ample opportunity 
of replying ty that. KU>w, I do not quite remember what expression 
Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar used. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Kumar said ‘*Dr. Sanyal is an employee of the 
firm’”. In fact he is not an employee, he is a Director of the company. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the answ'er i.s incorrect, if an incorrect answer is 
given by the Parliamentary Secretary and if you can challenge it, you put 
it in a supplementary question, but you cannot say “I am not”. You are 
not answering the Hon 'hie Mini.ster. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I um putting a question, but you do 
not allow’ rae to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on can s;^\ in the Budget discussion that such and 
such an incorrect answ’er was given which was absolutely wixmg. If I allow 
y*otl to discuss the correctness or the incorrectness of an answer, then dis- 
cussion will go on which is not jiennissihle under the rules. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it not open to a member when a question was 
put by another member to suggest to you that a wrong statement has been 
made ? 

Mr. SPEAKER! That is discussion again. 1 cannot allow’ that. It 
may be due to my mistake, it may be due to what might be called (A voice: 
Indulgence) my erroneous judgment or it may be due to my partiality 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We did not say “partiality”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, “indulgedoe” is “partiality”. That is not the 
point for consideration here. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You have aUowed a question and an 
answer. 1 am entitled to put a supplementary question on that. 
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WEAKER? If you put it in a proper form I would allow you, but 
you cannot discuss it. You cannot say that he is wrong. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state in what connection of his official duties he came across myself as an 
employee of an Indian Steamer (’oinpanyP 

Mr. SPEAKER* Strictly speaking I must say at the same time if the 
Hon’ble Minister wants to take protection under his official cloak againat 
questions that are put to him it is better for him not to introduce in hia 
replies things which do not coma within his knowledge in his official 
capacity. That creates the whole trouble. Whoever might have started 
it I should have stopped it. If 1 had failed in that, 1 am t(j blame. I 
hope similar things will not be brought into the que.stions in future by way 
of reply or by way of question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: It is acting just like a boomerang. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR. At the recpiest of Dr. Sanyal himself 
who asked me and gave me a lift I went to the Avenue Hotel 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I never requested him. It is ah.solutely 
incorrect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, 1 do not allow any more questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I am not going to allow any more 
quest ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 am prepared to go out, but this is 
not the way in which we are to be treated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not going to allow any more questions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I .shall not put any iiTelevaiit question j 
if I do, you may disallow it. 

Mr. SPEAKER; No. no. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 want to put only one more 
question. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I have called the next question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want to make a submission 

Mr. SPEAKER: No submission on this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 have your permission to make 
a submiggiou with regard to something other than this que.stioii? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No, no. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: After question time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is with regard to other matters I may allow you, 
but not on< this question. 

Mr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order on this question. 1 
have only one more question to ask 

Mr. SPEAKER: That w not a point of order. 
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Oft NALINAK8HA SANYALs My point of order is this. 1 had made 
u reference yesterday to certain Ministerially appointed contractors 

Mr. SPEAKER* Order', order. Dr. Sanyal, kindl}^ resume your seat. 

.t* 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; On a point of privilege, Sir. We hear 
from the ruling that you have given just now about the difference between 
official and unofficial connections, but I ask if any Hon’ble Minister does 
any misdeed in the capacity of a Minister have we not the right to queiilB^ 

that in tlie House? 

0 • 

Mr. SPEAKER; You have got every right to bring in a censure motion 
to rejnove him from office. You can discuss it on an appropriate occasion; 
you can also put a question relevant to the point. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Sir, may 1 point out to you that you have 
allowed Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas to put a question 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order. If you are dissatisfied with my decision 
you may see me in my chamber. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwm to which were laid on the table) 

Grant of family %Howanct to oortain socurity pritonort. 

37. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI; (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department 1)€ pleased to state whether the 
following security prisoners have Wen granted any allowance for the 
maintenance of their families: — 

(t) Sri jut Ramesh Chandra (ihosh of TipjMjra, 

(n) Sri jut Dhiresh Chandra rthosh of Tippera, 

(iii) Srijut Priya Hanjan Das Gupta of Barisal, 

>(iv) Srijut Atul Chandra Dutt of Tippera, 

(r) Srijut Jogesh Chandra Mazumdar of Noakhali, 

(vi) Srijut Birendra Chandra Ganguli of Dacca, 

(vii) Srijut Behari Lall Paria of Midnapore, and 
{viii) Srijut Sudhir Maity of Midnapore? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
jdeased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reviewing theoe 
'Cases and granting suitable family allowance? 

TM Non’Mt Khmi% Sir NAZIMIUDDiN; {a) and (b) Babus Ramesh 
Ohandra Ghosh, Dhiresh Chandra Ghosh, Atul Chandra Dutt and Birendra 
Chandra Oanguli have been given no family allowance, as their families have 
not been deprived of any legitimate source ol income by their arrest and 
•detentioii. 

Babus logesh Chandra Mazumdar, Behari Lai Paria and Sudhir Maity 
were first granted Rs.lO per month, Rs.40 per month and JSk.W per month. 
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T«sp#c^^ely, as family allowances which have been 8ub»e<iuently increased 
to R 41 . 2 O per month, R«.46 per month and Rs.30 per month, respectively. 

Babu Priya Ranjan Das Gupta has been granted a family allowance i>f 
Ha. 40 per month. 

(c) The cases have been reviewed. 

Appointment of warehouse ofRoers under Chittagong Salt Schemas. 

38. Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Industrie.^ Department Ih‘ ])lcased to state — 

(a) the designation of the following officers ap|H)iuted uiidcr Industries 
Department notification Xo. dlh'tlnd,, published in the Oilruft^t 
Gazvttr of 6th danuarv, 1044: — 

(j) Brojendra Lai Sen, 

{It) Baiikim (Miandra Datta, 

(m) Aiianta Mohan Sen, and 
{iv) Bazul Ahmad: 

(h) the pay; 

(c) the function of these ]) 08 t 8 ; and 

{(i) whether it is one ot their fum tions to prevent people from securing 
articles for fumil> consumption in exchai»gc of salt prepared hy 
them ? 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bie Mr. K. Shahabuckfin) : (a) {/) Warehouse Ollicer, Iswar Bahn’d 

Hat 

(/?) Warehouse Offic'er, Hajakbali. 

(i/1 ) W arehouse Officer, Gorakghata. 

in') Warehouse Officer. Kutuhdia. 

(h) I^^.00 each per mensem plus usual dearness allowance. 

(r) ^i) To remain in general charge of the respective warehouses and <o 
help the agents concerned in purchasing salt. 

(u) lo see that no salt is allowed to go out <if the wareliouses without 
prior jKivment of f'entral (Tovernment s duty at the rate of Be.l-Jt per maund 
and local Government’s dues at 3as. per maund. 

(///) lo maintain all accounts and laMiks coireclK and to **uhnii( period- 
icfd reports and letuins to the Diie< tor of Indu^triei and alsf) to bring to 
his notice any irregularities that ma> take place at the warehouses, 

UI) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. The TJoiride Chief Mniister said that lo* 
viiould make a statement regarding the policy of granting increment*^ to 
family maintenance allowance of security priMUiers hut we have not heard 
anything up to date. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. On what question are vou speaking? 


34 
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Mr. CHARU CHAMDRA ROY: No. 37. Such questions are coming up 
every day. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question is over. We are now on 38. 

Distribution of kerosene oil in Munshiganj sulidivisiony Dacca. 

39. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MONDAL: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state what arrange- 
ments, if any, have been made for the distribution of kerosene oil in the 
sulKlivision of Munshiganj, specially T^ohajang, Keraniganj and Tejgaon 
tharias of the Dacca district ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that inequitable distributioii of kero- 
sene oil at Khitirpara Union within Tx>hajang thana under Munshiganj 
subdivision is causing inconvenience to the Union rate-payers? 

(c) If so, what action does the Hon’ble Minister proj)ose to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a ) The distric/t lias been divided into six 
units. Dacca City, Tejgaon and Keraniganj thanas form one unit wliich 
is controlled by the District Magistrate himself, the other units being 
controlled by the Subdivisional Officers concerned. Tlii*> issue lic’ences and 
contrcd the distribution within their resjiective jurisdiction. 

Retail distribution is done through dealers selected in consultation with 
the Uresidents of Union Boards as well O'* a <eitain number of established 
retailers or agents. 

(ft) and (r) The allotment given to this Union is not inequitable. There 
is some inconvenience due to curtailment of sup])ly of kerosene by the Oil 
Companies. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a ]>oint of order. Sir. It 
we an* going to consider the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, 1 
suhmit that amendments Nos. 112 and 113 appear to be misplaced. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no doubt about that. They will be taken up 
after amendment No. 143. Thank you for pointing that out. 

Chi use 6. 

Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN; Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 6 (/) (tO. line 1. after the words '‘local rate” the words “or Tax” 
be inserted. 

This is only about a point of small omission, because the landholders in 
some parts of the province have got to pay chaukidari tax and other taxes. 
I, therefore, suggest that the wonls “or tax” should he inserted, so that it 
may come under the Allowance clause. That is the idea behind the amend- 
ment. Moreover for repairing buildings and other things we have got to 
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puroliase materials such as tin sheets, bamboo, etc., for which we have 
got to pay sales tax and that tax also should come under the Allowance 
clause and in some cases the municipal tax has also to be paid. So I say 
the words “or tax” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMi: Sir. then is no land 
tax at present in Bengal. Besides, there is a residuary clause at the end 
which includes what may have been left out. Therefore, tlicre is no 
necessity for having the words “or tax’’ inserted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, have the landlords got to 
pay municipal tax in respect of lands lying within a municipal area':' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That is covered by 
local rate. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: is the Hon bli Minister 
prepared to say that it is only a local rate and not a tux H 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Kai ('haudhuri, that is not tlie proper proet‘dure. 
If you want to speak, you can speak on the motion 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 heg to support the 
motion moved by my esteemed trIend Itai Bahadur Jogesh ('handra Sen. 
The words “local rate” may not cover the local taxes which an' de.scrihed 
as tax, fur exam]»le, the municipal taxes. 'I'he municdpal taxes may be 
termed as local rates (»r tliev may not be so termed. I'hendore there is no 
harm if the words “(n tax” be inserted there 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. I object to the insertion of the 
words “or tax”, hec'ause the munieipal tax hu.** got nothing to <lo with 
agricultural land, and .so the local rates iiiclmle chowkidari tax and union 
rales. Theredore, in my ojnnion. the insertion of the words “or tax” is 
unnecessary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, us 1 have already 
said, there i.s ni) ijecessit\ for the insertion ol the words “or tax ’, and I am 
glad that mv hoiiourubli* frieml Mr. Dhiiendra Nath l>attji hu" MUf»p»>rted 
me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. i he^^ to move that the proviso to 
sub-clause (.1^) of clause (i be omitted. 

Sir, I have to place at tJiis stage before >ou the whole iileu with which 
I have lK‘en inspired, not only in regard to this amendment Imf H<*venil 
amendmenl.s in succe.ssion which will come up before us presently. 

Sir, this proviso limits the rate of interest to be allowed and it has been 
stated there that a rate higher than that permissible umlei tlic Bengal 
Money-lenders Act, 1940, will not be permitted. That i.M mn* point. 

The second point is, that if we compare this clause 0, which relates to 
tbatements or allowances on agricultural income from rent am! revenue, 
wdtli the agricultural income derived by the cultivator, which comes up in 
clause 7, it will >)e noticed that the two groups of aasc^Hses are treated entirely 
differently. My submission i.s that there should be fair and ef|U4il treatment 
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to all ola8«es of asjseHsea under tke Agricultural Income-tax Act and if there 
U any concession to be given, the concession should be really in favour of 
humbler men, namely, the cultivators. 

We find, Sir, that in the case of the cultivator the allowance to be given 
on account of interest that he pays is circumscribed by three conditions ; the 
first condition is that he will only be allowed abatement by way of interest 
for such portion of his capital indebtedness which is incurred only for the 
improvement of the land. If he has got to incur any debt for the treatment 
of liis sick child, if he has to incur any debt to meet any emergent require- 
ment like putting some thatch on his roof or on hut or to buy clothing for 
his daughter whose marriage he has undertaken, on such loans he will not 
get ujjy relief, and interest paid on account of such loans will not be allowed 
in the abatemerit of the taxable im^ome. That is the first disability. The 
second disability for the cultivator is that he must not be allowed abatement 
for anything more than the rate permissible under the Bengal Money- 
lenders Act. Kven if he is actually paying more interest, he will not be 
given any relief. And the third is that on loans inrurre<l during a previous 
period before the particular date, namely, the 1st of September, li4l. If 
the charge is created by him on or before the 1st of September, 1941, then 
also he will not get the benefit. These are the three serious disabilities 
which we place against the cultivator, whereas in the ease of the rent 
receiver or the revenue receiver the only eomlition that is imposed is that 
he will not be allowed abatement or allowance at a rati* more than that 
permissible under the Bengal Money-lenders Act, 1940. Sir. 1 have visualised 
in my amendments which follow from this onwards, one unitonn scale of 
allowances both for the rent receiver in regard to this point as well as with 
respect to the (mltivator. In connection with the abatement of interest ray 
own humble feeling is that when people have to borrow nion(‘\ , it is a capital 
charge on himsidf which eorres]>ondingl\ has to be paid interest on and 
that abat(‘s his income automatically, and when we are going to tax an 
income, the purpose of the loan or the (luaiituin of interest payable should 
not bt' the guiding factor in determining the abatement. In the Indian 
Income-tax Act also there is no such provision, and if one can givi* evidence 
to the satisfaction of the assessing authority that a particular interest has 
been paid during the year under assessment, tbep abatement is allowed on 
account of tlie actual payment of the interest. There is no furtlier limita- 
tion thereof. And, Sir, I do not .see au> reason why conditions different 
from the provisions under the Indian Income-tax Act should be introduced 
in this Legislature. 1 have heard the Hon’ble Minister in charge very often 
invoking the Indian Income-tax Act when he fails to accept some of our 
amendmenhs however reasonable they may be and at the same breath it does 
not surely lie in bis mouth to refuse to accept such amendments which seek 
to bring the preesnt Bill in line with the provisions of the Income-tax ^Vct. 

I have pniposed deletion of this proviso because in my bumble opinion 
there should 1 h» no other limitation than the simple fact <»f actual payment 
during the year under assessment. In case, however, in the wisdom of this 
House tlie House wants to impose conditions, 1 see no reason why the 
oonditions should he different as between the cultivator and the landlord. 
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If the cultivator has to be fettered by various limitationK, namely, rate of 
interest, the purpose of the loan and the date the loan is created, have 
all those conditions also on the landlord. We have no rijrlit to exempt the 
landlord from the operation of certain disabilities while at the same breath 
in the next clause we are ffoitif? to impose those conditions on the pot** 
cultivator. My own view of this is that both should have fr<HMlt>!n in i\»>ranl 
to intere.st payment; the only criterion should be actual payment of interest 
durinjr the year of assessment, and if that is provtsl the assessinjf authority 
should accept that in allowin|,r the abatement. 

With these words I move my amendment. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I bejr to oppose the amendment 
just now moved by my friend l>r. Nalinakshu Sanyal. lie has sai<l many 
things for which he has not moved the necessary amendments. The amend- 
ment that he has proposed in 131 is simply the omission of the proviso to 
clau.se (i, sub-clause {i^}. Here it is provided that the interest allowable 
under this clause shall not exceed the interest which the assessee is liable 
to pay in respect of such mortgage, charge or capital as a hi>rrow(‘r under 
section 30 of the Bengal Money-lenders Act. 1940 Jh- SanyaPs contention 
is why should not the landlord he allowed the interest winch he has actually 
paid, but he has forgotten one thing and that is that the Act has not as 
yet been passed. As soon as the Act will »»e passed only that period of the 
previous year or of the year in which there will he asMessinent wdll he taken 
into consideration. The Bengal Money-lenders Act, 1940. is in operation 
for some three or four years. So any interest which has hi'en paid must 
have been paid according to the provision of section 30 of the Bengal 
Money-lenders Act. There cannot he any (|Ucstion of any privilege heytind 
section 3(1 of the Bengal Money-lenders Act, 1940 If there is any decree 
the court is bound to decree aectirding to the provision of that Act and also 
even if it i.s paid outside court, 1 do not find any reason why IIh^ interest 
should be paid more than which is providiMl in the Bengal M»>m*\-lenders 
Act, 1940. So, so far as this amendment is concerned, I do not sec any 
reason why the proviso should he omitted. If that is omitted that will give 
the landlord the right to claim interest at a rate which is not warranted by 
the provisions of the Bengal Money-lenders Act, HMO, wliicli is in fona* for 
the last three or four year.s. 

Moreover, Sir, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has pointed out that in clause 7 (.7) 
there is some difference made between clause 0 (:^) and clause 7 (.7). That 
is certainly true and w'e would have welcomed hi.s amemlment if he proposed 
any amendment for bringing clause (> (2) at par with clause 7 ('h Be has 
not proposed any amendment on that but he has spoken at length on that, 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: You will find in courw* of lime.) The point tm 
that so far as the amendment he has proposed — No. J3I -is concerned, he 
Jias simply proposed that the proviso be omitted. We also feel strongly 
the point that there should not he any differentiation. So far as clause 
6(^) and clause 7(3) are concerned we are also anxious that iKjth the rent 
receiver and the actual cultivator slmuld he brought on par so far as pay- 
ment of interest on capital that has been invested is concerned. So, we 
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have no difference 8o far as clauses €>(2) and 7(3) are concerned. Rather, 
we will prefer that any debt which has not been incurred for the benefit of 
the estate should have protection as allowed under this Act. So, I would 
request the Ilon'ble Minister to make both the clauses 6(2) and 7(3) just 
on par. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I add one word after what 
Mr. Israil has said. I only want to point out that in some cases interest 
higher than permissible under the Bengal Money-lenders Act is permissible 
under the present law. Both the co-operative .societies and the land mortgage 
banks are charging higher interest than is permissible. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr Israil iu opposing 
Dr. Sanyal s amendment has made it easy for me. I have only to add that 
the Government will try to bring the interest sub-clause in clause 7 in line 
with interest sub-clause in clause 6. I need hardly add anything to what 
Mr. Israil has said in opposing this amendment. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the following be inserted at the end of sub-clause (3) of clause fi 

any sum paid by him as interest in the previous year on loans tor 
payment of land revenue or rent and any local rate or cess in respect 
of such land; any amount of penalty paid by him in the previous 
year on the arrears of land revenue; any sum spent by him in the 
previous year for charitable purposes not covered by clause 4 (h)."' 

Sir, in the computation of allowances under the head agricultural income 
From rent or revenue, as made in this sub-clause, no provision has been 
made for the payment of interest on loans incurred on the previous year for 
payment of land revenue or rent any local rate or cess in respect of such 
land, or any amount of penalty paid by him in the previous year on the 
arrears of land revenue. Sir, 1 fail io understand why provision has not 
been made in this Bill giving exemption for such payment actually made 
For earning the income. 

Sir, in the Indian Income-tax Act, the actual cost of collection is 
exempted before assessment is made. If a landowner has to incur this 
additional expenditure through no fault of his, why he should be penalised 
for it. I also feel that similar exemption should he granted to him for 
money spent for charitable purposes — ^money which he personally does not 
enjoy. 

With these w(»rds. Sir, I commend my moticni. 

TIm Hon’bl# Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, revenue and cess 
are the first charge on the property. It .sehlom happens that a landlord's 
total collection in a year is less than the revenue and cess payable in respcK^t 
of that year by that estate. Defaults take phvee chiefly becau.se collections, 
are appropriated by the landlords for other purposes. (Dr. N.\lix\k.siia 
Sawyal: If they cannot collect, why don't they go to the Court of Wards?) 
Similar expenditure m mentioned by the Maharaja is allowed as reduction 
for reasons stated under clause 4 (b> 
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Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that iu 
the Explanation to sub-clause (4\ of clause 6 in line 4, for the words “for 
repairing” the words “for replacing or reconstructing any dykes or 
embankments or repairing” be substituted. 

Sir, the Explanation is designed to meet the requirements of those who 
have properties in the Sundarbans area. It has therefore been provided that 
“maintenance includes not only current repairs but also such work in the 
case of protective dykes and embankments as may be necessary from year 
to year for repairing any damage or destruction caused by Hoods lU' other 
natural causes”. Government have envisaged the possibility of embank- 
ments in the Sundarbans area being washed away by tidal waves or bores 
and it is because Government have envi.saged the possibility «»f such destruc- 
tion that they have introduced this Explanation. Hut, Sir. the Explanation 
does not meet all the requirements, because “all such work” which will 
be allow'ed are works for rejiair only — not works which will involve new 
construction. It is an allowance for repairs only. The words “all such 
work ’ are deceptive, for they mean all such work as may he rei|uired only 
for repairs. The Explanation, jihra.sed in apparently generous terms, simply 
provides for the cost of repairs — and not for new' con.strnclion at all. Sir, 
if the expression stands as it is, then the expenditure that will he required 
for making new constructions of such (l\kes and embankment. s a.s an* wholly 
destroyed or damaged beyond repairs will not be allowed for. Government 
ma\ say “well, that will be in tlie nature of cajiital ex]>enditure "-nf)n- 
recurriiig expenditure.” No, Sir. In such cases in all countries, not 
only the cost of repairs is allowed, but the cost of making m*w conslru(*tioii 
also. I w’ould invite the attention of Government through yon, Sir, t«) the 
provision that obtains in England. You will find that among the alh>wanct‘S 
ill respect of income from lands there is such an allowance of tin* cost of 
sea walls and embankments. 1 am reading. Sir, from .sec’lion !tl of 
Halsbiiry’s Laws of England, Volume 17, dealing with inconH*-tux. The 
provision runs as follows: “The amount expended b> the landlonl or owner 

of lands” “in tin* making repairs “ — Sir, I stress the words “in the 

making or repairs ” — of sea walls or other eiiihankinent necessarv for 

the preservation or protection of land against the em roat lnnenl or <»ver- 
flowing of the .sea or ain tidal river whethei rliargcd h\ a public' rate or 
assessment or not.” You will find. Sir. that new construct ions are allowed 
for in other countries. Why shcmld not the c'onI of new construction he 
allowed for here in the Sundarbans area w'here enihankinents and ilykes have 
often to meet the fury of nature. Euless that is allowed for, it W'ill mean 
a very small solace to those who have estates in the Sundarbans area. 

I would therefore request the Government to accept my amendment and 
thus to meet the requirements of the Sundarban estate.s. Government, Sir, 
have realised the necessity of making such an allowance and Government 
•ought to make it comprehensive enough to include the cost of new cMnintmc- 
tions. 

Dr. QOVINDA CHANDRA BHAWMiK : cn amendment (TT 
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cnimBr i C7f^ ^ ws\ c^ % 

C^ I (7f^ ^ ^ 

#t<f ?rt<i ^ ^®rr?T^ >m ^ tot ^ \ (TT^ 

^ repair ^J^51 f^C^Tt ^ I repairing ^OC\ 

5fnr C-sfcsT 0,00C\ ^ ^ l Repair ^ cif QTn rc^ TO 

^ TO ^1, ^3tTO tax m t|1^ ^H7 f 9 ^ 

TO I 

Rli B0h8dlir JOCEBH CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I whole- 
heartedly support the motion moved by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 
Those who have any idea about the Sundarbans area or embankments will 
readily understand the reason behind it. We have got not only to maintain 
but very often to repair thousands of miles of embankments in the Sundar- 
bans area. Sir, I hope that Government will be good enough to accept this 
proposal which is very modest, moderate and reasonable. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sir. 1 realise that the 
case of the Sundarbans landlords is a hard one. But we have carefully 
considered their problems and I submit that capital expenditure on reconstruc- 
tion or reinforcement of embankments cannot be allowed. But in so far 
as replacement or reconstruction is neces.sary by way of repairing damage 
caused by floods, etc., such expenditure will be allowed as a deduction and 
the present sub-clauHe is adequate for that purpose. That is a matter. Sir, 
which we have considered carefully, and 1 think that the present sub-(*lause 
as it stands is sufticient for tlie purpose. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May 1 put a question to the 
Hon’ble Minister? If he accepts the spirit of the amendment why does he 
not accept the amendment itself? 

(At this stage the House was udjournetl for lo minutes for prayer.) 


( A fU'r ad journ in^nt . ) 

Maharaja 8RI80HANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I beg to move 
that for sub-clause (6’) of clause 0 the following be substituted, namely: — 
*'(6) in respect of the <-ost of eolleetion of such rent or revenue 
including the cost of maintenance of any kutchan or other capital 
avssets or any expenses of litigation, any expenditure incurred 
solely for the purpose of making or earning such income.” 

This clause proposes to limit the computation of allowance in respect 
of cost of collection of rent or revenue to a maximum of 15 per cent. It is 
not understood why Government did not allow the actual cost which was 
incurred for the purpose. Under the proviso of this sub-clause, an extra 
2J per cent, is being allowed where accounts are audited in the prescribed 
manner. I am afraid this privilege could be availed of only by a very 
Hmited number of landholders. As audited accounts are not usually kept 
this additional 2J per cent, could be availed of only by estates under the 



1944.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


525 


inanagenieut of the Court of Wards. There seems to be no reasuii wh> the 
actual cost of collection jf rent or revenue should not be included. 1 fail 
to appreciate the real motive of Government behind this taxation measure. 
If the idea is to tax the entire income irrespective of the cost why make 
this show’ to fix any percentage for cost y Government may insist on the 
production of audited accounts. But once that is done, it will be grossly 
unfair to impose an> limitation. B\ the audit chances of evasion will be 
reduced to a minimum and the Income-tax Gtlicer will have full discretion 
to determine the actual expenditure. How can Government refuse to take 
into consideration any expenditure which is pa.ssed h\ the audit to be a 
boim fide one? 1 may further point out that under section 12 of the Indian 
Income-tax Act similar allowances are permitted in the eases of all expendi- 
ture actually incurred for earning the income. 

With these words. I commend my motion t(» the aec'eptance of the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Sir. I beg to move that for 
sub-clause {()) of clause b the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(^) in respect of the cost of collection of such rent or revenue 
including the cost of maintenance of an> kutthnn or other 
capital assets and any exjienses of litigati(»n any expemlitnre fmd 
being in the nature of capital ex]»enditure ) acfuall.N incurred for 
collecting such rent or revenue for muintaming any kuirhan or 
other capital assets and for litigation in connection with the 
realisation of such rent or revenue.” 

Tlie Bill provision before the House is tliat the cost of collection wliich 
has to be allowed should be limited 15 per cent, and only in exc(‘j)tiomil 
cases where audited accounts can be produced it will bt* allowed up to 17 J 
per cent. That is the provision of the Bill as it has emerged from tlo' Select 
C'ommittee; but, Sir, it is the professed object of all income-tax measures 
to tax only actual income and not any notional iiicoiiie. 1(» tax the real 
income as opposed to any fancied income, to tax only that i)art of the income 
W’hich is enjoyed by the as.Hessee and lojt any Mippose<l income or gniss 
collection made by the assessee. That, Sir, is the principh* that is iplopted 
in all income-tax measures; otherwise, it will be no inoiue-tax im'usure, 
but a measure for capital levy. It is on that principle that .scetion 12 of the 
Indian Income-tax Act is base‘d. Section 12, Sir, uk has been piunled out 
just before me by the Maharaja of (’ossimlaizar, provides for the allow aiiCM* 
of all such expenditure as may be neeessarv for earning the incfune Th*f* 
allowance is not limited to any percentage, fai les^ to such a low percentage 
as 15 per cent. Section 12 runs as follows: “The tax shall be pa.vable by 
an assessee under the head in respect of income, profits and gains nf ever\ 
kind which may be included in his total income, if not incimletl under an> 
of the preceding heads” — that is (he fir'^t sub-clause; and sub-clause i'J) 
which speaks of the allowam'e in res]»ee’( of an ineome derived from “other 
sources” says, “such income, profits am! gains shall be computed alter 
making an allowance for any expenditure not lieing in the nature of capital 
charge incurred solely for the purpose of making or earning such income, 
profits or gains, etc ”. Therefore, sub-rlau e (2> of section 12 of the 
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Indian Income-tax Act, which prorides for those cases in which the income 
ia derived from “other sources,'^ makes an allowance for all expenditure 
that has been made or are required for earning the income under that head. 
Sir, it may be asked why should you look to section 12 and not to other 
sections of the Indian Income-tax Act? To that I refer because of the fact, 
as you know, Sir, that the zamindary income is even now taxed — I mean 
the non-agricultural portion of the zamindary income is even now taxed — 
under section 12 of the Indian Income-tax Act. And, but for the exception 
that has been made in respect of the agricultural income, i.e., had that 
exception not been made in the Indian Income-tax Act, even the agricultural 
income of the permanently-settled estates of the zaimndari^ would have been 
taxed under section 12 and under no other section of the Indian Income-tax 
Act. That is the view of the Privy Council as expressed in the most 
important of Income-Tax Act cases of recent years, namely, in Raja Prabhat 
Chandra Barua’s case. The decision is to this effect: “under section 6 {vi) 
of the Income-tax Act read with section 12, income derived from land in 
permanently-settled estates is liable to asses-sment to income-tax, subject 
only to the exemptions provided for in the Indian Income-tax Act itself”. 
(d4 C. W. N. 1017.) Therefore, in the opinion of the Privy Council 
section 12 of the Indian Income-tax Act was tlie proper sec'tion under w}ii(‘h 
all incomes from zamindaries had to be taxed if there were no exception. 
But as you know, Sir, there is an exception in favour of agricultural income 
and therefore agricultural income does not come within the purview of the 
Indian Income-tax Act. Had the Indian Income-tax Act been applicable 
to all incomes, non-agricultural as well as agricultural, d(‘rived from landed 
property, surely this was the pr()]>er section under which agricultural 
income would have to be taxed. Now, Sir, I am quoting the exact language 
of Their Lordships’ judgment : “The Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, by sec- 
tions G and 12, brings into charge for the purpose of income-tax the income 
derived from a zamindnn and that a zamindar is assessable in respect of 
income, profits and gains derived from that source.” That is the opinion of 
the Privy Council that the zamiiuhiri income, if it were taxable, had to be 
taxed under section 12 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

Now, Sir, as I said before, it is well-known that the nou-agricultural 
part of the income of a zamitidari is even now taxed under section 12 of the 
Indian Income-tax Act, non-agricultural income such as ban kar (income 
from forest produce) realisations from hats and markets, receipts from jal 
kars, i.e., fisheries. All the.se receipts which have been held to come under 
the definition of non-agricultural income — all such receipts are now taxed 
under section 12 of the Indian Income-tax Act. Why then should a different 
provision be made in taxing agricultural income? If the non-agricultural 
part of the income from lands under the Permanent Settlement can be taxed 
under section 12. why should not a similar provision be made in assessing 
agricultural income and find place in the Bengal Agriciiltunil Income-tax 
Act? Why should a separate provision, a provision of a different character, 
I mean, be made in respect of agricultural income? That is the direct 
question I put to the Hon’ble Minister, and I hope he will answer that 
question. 
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Then, Sir, there is another thing to consider in this respect. It is noticed 
in the amendments tabled, if not, in the notes of dissent, that considerable 
differences of opinion prevail as regards the correct percentage : some say 
that only 12^ per cent, of the income should be allowed as cost of collection; 
others say that it should be fixed at 20 per cent. But all this difference of 
opinion can be avoided if a provision is made for the allowance of actual 
expenditure. Then, Sir, nobody will be able to take advantage of the law 
if he does not spend so much as 20 per cent, or even 18 per cent. He will 
not be able to exploit this provi.sion to his own advantage if he does not incur 
that much of expenditure. Nor will any body incurring larger exiM^nditure 
than 12^ or 15 per cent, will have to suffer. It would be better to proceed 
on the footing of the actual expemliture and that is likely to disarm all 
suspicion that is entertained that by conceding what is deemed by some to 
be a high perc'entage such as IS or 20 per cent, the landlords will profit. 
It is therefore to avoid all differences of opinion on this subject, that 1 think 
it best to ])rovide for the allowance of actual expenditure so far as this item 
of allowance is concerned. 

With these observations. Sir, I commend by motion to the acceptance 
of the Hou.se. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I beg t(» oppose the amendment 
moved by Uai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri and Maharaja of (’ossimbazar. 
Under Hub-<dause i<j ) of clause b we find that in respect of tin* cost of 
collection where there is no audited accounts a maximum of 15 per cent, 
will be allowed as cost of collection. But in those cases where audited 
accounts are kept, the assessee will be given the actual cost of collection 
subject to the maximum of 17A per cent. Now, Sir, Hai Harendra Nath 
(^haudhuri has pointed out as t<» why the actual cost of collection should 
not be allowed, as i.s done under the provisions of the Indian Income-tax 

Act. He has pointeil out the relevant .section 12 of the Indian fn(‘oine-tax 

Act. But probably my honourable friend know'.s that in Bihar an Agri- 
cultural Im'ome-tax Act had been passed and in their .Act onl\ 12A jier cent, 

has been awarded as the maximum for tlie rost of c(dlec1ion. So far as 

that Act is concerned, it was passeil during the regime ot the (’ongress 
Ministry when they w'ere in office. The Indian Income-tax Act equally 
applies to Bengal and to other provinces of India and so to Bihar, but the 
Congress Ministry in Bihar after having given full e^insideration to the 
relevant section in the Indian Income-tax Act which has just now been 
cited bv Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri in support of his amendment fixed 
the deduction at a maximum of 12A per cent, of the cost of collection. Now, 
here in Bengal, it has been decided by the Select Committee that it sliould 
come up to 15 per cent, and they have made a further allowance of 2J per 
cent, for uccount.s properly kept and audited in view of (he peculiar circum- 
stances wffiich generally prevail in Bengal. The Maharaja Bahadur of 
Cossimbazar proposes that this niaxiiiiuin of 17 A per cent, he altogether 
omitted, that is, he says that if a particular zemindar can show that he has 
incurred *‘10 or *15 j>er cent, a?* cost of collection, Government will be bound 
to accept that figure. That i.s the meaning that can be put if the proviso 
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be omitted. The Government in their win^iom have decided that so far as 
the estates which have not their accounts audited are concerned they will 
get 15 per cent, and so far as those estates where the accounts have been 
audited are concerned they will get a reduction of the actual cost of collec- 
tion but which will not in any case excee^l 17 J per cent. 1 think in view 
of the fact that Bihar has provided 12j per cent, and Assam has provided 
15 per cent, and also that under the Income-tax Act, so far as income-tax 
on property is concerned, the actual cost of collection is not deducted but 

probably 0 per cent, is deducted (Kai Haekndra Nath CuArDirvRi : 

You don’t know' section 9 of the Indian Income-tax Act; it does not apply.) 
I mean to say that there the ac tual cost is not given but a per centum is 
deducted. (Rai IIarkndha Nath Chaedhuri : Where!') Under the 
Indian Income-tax Act so far as house property is concerned. (Rai 
Harenhra Nath Chauduvri : House property is a different thing.) For 
your purpose that may bo a different thing, but there is a section in which 
it is provided not the actual cost but a certain per centum of the cost of 
collection. In this view of things I think that the provision that has 
been proposed by the Select Committee, i.e., 15 per cent, and 17 A per cent., 
is more than enough and it ought to satisfy our zcmiudar friends and the 
rent receivers in our province. 

The Hoii*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; The object of 
putting a ceiling is to discourage falsification of accounts and litigious 
projMjnsities. (Mr, Pham,4THa Nath Bankrjke : You are encouraging 
both, I am afraid.) I am not quite certain alK>ut that. But I may be 
permitted to aiiticiimte events a little; in case Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhnri 
moves his amendment No. 175, I shall be glad to accept that because in 
the case of properly audited accounts 1 think a higher ceiling is 
permissible 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. I am not quite 
sure how the rates (luestion now comes in because amendment No. 113 deals 
with other matters. AV'^e will come to the quantum of the rates or the rate 
of 17J per cent, or 15 per cent, or what it may be at a later stage when the 
relevant amendment will be moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another mutter. He can speak on it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: If he had heard me 
more carefully he would have realised that 1 was speaking on the relevant 
subject of the amendmeut. 1 am sorry 1 canuot waste my time in teaching 
the honourable members relevancy. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You learn it from your department. 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 may state that if 
Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri moves his amendment No. 176, I will be 
prepared to accept the higher ceiling for those who have kept properly 
audited accounts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clauae 
(tf) of clause 6, line 4, for the words “fifteen per centum’’, the words 
“actual cost not exoeiMling tw^enty per centum” be substituted. 
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Sir, this clause deals with two sets of cost of collection — one relating to 
such rent receivers who are keeping accounts in their own way and would 
submit for the satisfaction ot the taxing autliority accounts, maintained in 
the manner that they idioose to kee]>. A difference is made between such 
re(?eivers of agricultural iiicoiue and those who iiave regular audited accounts 
under certain system ot ao<M)unting and the audit made by certain class of 
auditors. 1 feel that while legislating on the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
tax it is not our business to create a special clas" ot a<‘countants or auditors 
and to scrap tlu‘ entiri* present system ot Bengali Acc<»untan(‘\ which has 
been in vogue tor hundreds ot years m tlie zt numinrii ssstem of ttu‘ ])rovince. 
1 feel that tliis differentiation is made onl\ in the interest ot ct*rtuin cla.ss 
of accountants who are ('onversant witli mtMcantile or business accounts 
system and I piesume that a neu >el ot ( liarteretl or 1 ncorporatetl or 
Registeied A< ('ountaiil s will be created who will havt' new oiiportunitie-o. 
I see no reason why the ^\stem ot accounting that has hceii in vogue and 
the svstem of auditing that landhohho's ;nid nuit nM’eiveis who art* 
conversant with tin* mothei- tongue of tin* province only should he scrapped 
and foreign or alien s\sit‘m be encouiaged. Ait* we to umb'rstand that this 
is only being done in llie inteiest of - as m\ esteenu'tl friend Uai lltirendra 
Nath ( bauilliuri teels -ilit* Midnapnr /it‘mimlai\ ( om]>an\ or sueb other 
new-fangled recent organisations .ind also toi the Court of Wards P 

Sir, I liavt* visualis(‘d only one mat lei ami 1 ])lea<l for unitormity and 
while pleatliiig tor iinitoMiiit\ 1 submit that there sboulii bi* mt*rely a ceiling 
percentage rate fixed In the case of Hai llareiidru Nath Chaudliuri’s 
amendment No ITo, .in at<em])< is madi* to raist* the ratt* ot allowance from 
17 A ])er cent, to 20 per cent in tlie ca.se ot such r»‘ceivers of agricultural 
income undei thi.s group who maintain properly audited account. s. I sub- 
iiiit that there are largi* r<‘('eiveis of rent, ]uirlicuhirly those who have to 
deal witli fmtnuhirs and a limited number of big sub-tenants where tin* co^t 
ot collection ma\ be ver\ low indeed. It ma\ Im* something like 10 jier 
cent. onj> or ev(*n less. Tbeietorc. then* shiuild be nc» .special ground, no 
.spt*cial reason why tlie\ sliould be given an o]>portniiily to g(*t an allowance 
of 20 per cent of their i*oliection. My submission is that it should lie the 
actual cost. As to bow' the actual cost will liavc ti» be demoiistrateil or 
proved must he left to the assessing officer who will salists himself It it 
is a process of presentation of amlited accounts which .satisfies him, 1 liave 
no objection whatever, but if any indigenous "ystem of accounting which 
is also properl\ kept and whicii also sutishcs the Agricultural j mt)mc-ta \ 
Officer about the actual cost being a certain figure, 1 see no reason why 
.such persons shoubi be penalised and a lower rate .shouhl be forced «»n them. 
As 1 see it, Sir, tli*‘re is no justification for two rates, namelv. lo ]a*r ci*nt. 
and 17A per cent, or lo per cent, and 2<t per c-ent. as the case ma,\ be. 
Whatever be the rate that would be permiHsible under tliis sub-clause .should 
be one and uniform tor all similai categories of person.s earning agricultural 
income and it should be left entirely to them — the onus must be on them — 
to satisfy the Agricultural Income-tax ()fKcer as to the aetual quant um of 
the cost. And if in any purtiiuilar case the cost is lower, there should be 
no reason why it shoubi be boosted up and we shoubi allow any larger 
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margin. If in any case the actual cost is higher than 15 per cent. 1 also 
Bee no reason why higher allowances should not be given, and, Sir, in all 
fairness I have submitted that there should be one limit whicli for purposes 
of guidance the receivers of agricultural income must have before them to 
have economical working in matters of collection and that limit in my humble 
view is 20 per cent. It ajipears, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
also appreciates — and I believe with full concurrence and approval of his 
party — that in certain cases 20 per cent, is a reasonable figure. That is 
the position taken up by the Hon’ble Mini.ster in charge Let that 20 per 
cent, be the ceiling price and the actual cost be the criterion of exemption 
leaving the two rates entirely at par. There are hundreds of illiterate or 
half literate or not sufficiently literate persons in English language who own 
property and receive agricultural income. It is not fair to impose upon 
them a windition that they must abide by certain procedure of accounting 
and keep audited accounts in a particular manner. If the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge, who is also the Finance Minister, wants to encourage a jmrti- 
cular profession in this House, there are other ways of doing the same. 

With these words, Sir, I place my motion No. 141) foi- accejitance of the 
House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Mr Speaker, Sir, I would not 
have intervened in the discussion hut for the observation that has been made 
by the Hon’ble Minister that he is prepared to accept the amendment No. 175 
that stands in the name of ilai Hurendra Nath (’huudliuri. J want to place 
before the supporters of this Ministry that a ceiling late will have to he 
fixed and that will be 20 per cent. 1 do not think that there should he any 
two rates, because that will he detrimental to the revenue. A ceiling rate 
is necessary in order to encourage e<Mmoin\ , but there is no nces.sity tor two 
rates. As my friend Dr. Sanyul ha.s submittcj], in the ease of a large 
number of zcmindurs who liave under them under-rni//nt.v such as 
pat^nulavK and dnrpatnidars, the cost of collection must be less and it is 
likely that it will be less than 15 per cent. If that be the ease, then there 
is no reason why they should be given a greater amount of allowance. Sir, 
niy submission before the members of the House is that in tlie case of many 
zernindam who have under-tenants and paiuidars, tbe_\ will make a huge 
profit if they are allowed 15 per cent, us minimum. 1 therefore .say that 
there is no necessity for fixing two rates — a minimum rate and a maximum 
rate. As I have already said onK a maximum rate is necessary in order 
to encourage economy. So far as the minimum rate is concerned, let it be 
confined to the actual cost incurred for the purpose of management of the 
property. So I submit that Mr, Israil will be well-advised if he supports 
the motion that bus been moved by my friend Dr. Sanyal, that is, the actual 
covst not exceeding 20 per cent, 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: What about falsification of accountsf^ 
Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Why?* These Agricultural 
Income-tax Officers are there. I know that the Agricultural Income-tax 
Officers will be competent and experienced and they will be in a position 
to distinguish between a false account and a real account. My friend is 
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certainly aware that because there is an audited report by a registerer 
company, because there is a rept>rt of an auditor saying that “really I an 
satisfied after examining the account that everything is correct”, sanctity 
of the document is proved thereby, because the auditor can only go througl 
the papers placed before liiin, he cannot go int<» the zemiitthtn or in tin 
villages to ascertain whether the cost is uctuall\ incurred. 

Sir, I repeat again that then‘ is absolutel\ no necessit\ of fixing tin 
two rates, namely, maximum and minimum rates I tluM’cfore, submit tha 
the amendment that stands in the luiim* of l)i San\al is a w«*ll-rt‘asomM 
()ne. It seeks to fix a maximum rate and wants to j)ut onl\ ilii* actual c'os 
incurred. 

With these words 1 support tin* motion of Dr. San.\a!. 

Mr. CHARU CHAWDRA ROY : iiSl amend 

ment <71 lo per cent.«ijiT actual cxjK'nse not cxct'tHlinj 

20 JKT cent. 5Rl | ^1 I 

collection expense 30 per <-ent.i3tj ^1 I 

jicn-entagc actual costil^ C’rfi 

justice vr^ \ i]«fTr-T accounts I 

^ I CWt? 15 actual e\|a'nse 

\ ^ 5): 5^55% ijiq* 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Sir. 1 beg to imoe that in clause 0(6’ t 
in line 4. tor the wa)rd “fitteen” the word “twenty*’ he suhstituted. 

I’rovision lia.s been made allowing only lo jier eent. of tin* total umoun 
ot rent or revenue for ccdleetioii charges inelinling the cost of maintaining 
katdrhans and litigation expenses. An exception has heeii made in tin 
ca.se ot those who maintain ae(M)unts aeiauding to the modion standard am 
only per cent, in addition has been allowed in their cases, I do not knov 
why this new element has ]>een introduced, forcing a new class of acitouni 
ants on zeunndurs. If they are to avail themselves of this addifiona 
allowance of 2^ per <'ent.. the zcintndanf w'ill have to modernise the whoh 
sy.stem of maintainiiig- acc(uints, For hundreds <if \eurs, these peoj)Ie hav( 
been maintaining accounts in their tra<iitional manner which are hein^j 
recognised as a very satisfactory standard. I think that (iovernment ouglu 
to accept it. I quite agree with i)r. Sun>al that (iovernment un* (‘reutitijy 
new jobs for Incorporated Accountaut.s and Registered Accountants win 
have plenty of jobs and I do not think that they stand in need of any (iovern 
ment patronage. I feel that unless the cost is increased tc» 2(1 per cent. ii 
W’ould be hard for a very large number of middle class znmiiidarn who forn 
90 per cent, of the landlords in Bengal because you cannot expect them tf 
change their old system of keeping accounts, to get rid of their Humnr 
nnbish and jamar~nahi$h, and to modernise their uc<‘Oud(s. The net resuli 
will be that they cannot avail lhemselv<»s of this additional 2J per cent, 
allowed under the proviso. 
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Sir, th« liand Revenue Commission recommended 18 per cent, as the co.st 
of collection and that recommendation was made 5 years back when the 
cost of living? was far less. Since then, times have changed and I think 
20 per cent, would be a very modest demand or the minimum that Govern- 
ment can accept. I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will accept this 
amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause for the word “fifteen” in line 4, the word “eighteen” be 
substituted. 

In moving this motion, 1 ought to make it clear tliat if motions Nos. 112. 
lid, 140 and lo0-ir)2 be not carried, only in that case, my ])resent proposal 
will hold g(K>d. Sir, I have not much to say on this point, because I believe 
that all actual expenditure shmild be allowed for. Tluit will do away with 
all ditferences of opinion; that will ]>ut a stop to all controversy about the 
correct percentage, I for m>self cannot understand why in respect of tl>e 
same property, for the non-agricultural portion of my income. 1 shall be 
allowed the actual cost by the Income-tax ()tti(‘er under the (’entral Act 
and why iu ros])ect of tlie agricultural income of the same ]>ro])erty, 1 shall 
have to be (jontent with a low ])ercentage as cost of collection simj)ly beciius»* 
another agency is collecting tlie income-tax. 

Sir, in connection with the amendment 1 am moving now 1 only ])lare 
before the House the well-tliought out recomimuidation ot the liUnd Revenue 
Commission and it is to this effect : “The net profit >hould be calculated by 
deducting from the gniss assets the revenue, the share of the cess whicli 
is paid by the zenuinfur.i and tenure-holders ami, in the view of the majorits. 
18 per cent, on account of management, collection and litigation expenses 

Sir, the majority of the members of the TiUml Revenue Commission were 
of the view that 18 per cent, slmuld la* taken as the cost of management, 
collection and litigation in determining the valuation of the properties to be 
acquired by (iovernment. Sir, having regard to this opinion. I think tliere 
will be no objection at least from the Government point of view to fix 18 
per cent, as the collection charge. If 18 ]»er cent, can be taken a'^ the 
collection charge, while valuing these properties for the purpose of State 
acquisition, I cannot understand wh> a lesser percentage should be fixed 
simply because the jiroperties now remain in the po.ssession of the zamindnrs 
and other landholders. 1 would, therefore press that 18 per cent, should 
be fixed a.s the minimum cost of cidlection and 1 make it clear that I make 
this proposal only if my othtu- pro}x>sal he not carried and if Dr. Sanyal’s 
motion, i.e,, motions Nos. l’>tt-l')2 he not accepted by the House. 

Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir. my esteemed friends 
Dr. Nalinaksho Saiiyal ami Rai Hurendru Natb Chaiidhuri have ably pleaded 
the case for the increased percentage. If Government kindly examine their 
own accounts, they will find that their khas nmluii and Lourt of Wards 
collection costs go up to 2o per cent, and soiiieiimes more than that. In 
that view’ of the case 1 think that Government cannot have any objection 
to agree to this proposal. 
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Sir, I would first suport the amendment moved by Dr. Sanyal and failing 
that the proposal made by Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri. These are very 
reasonable and modest demands. I d(» not see any reason why they should 
not be accepted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the two pnndsos 
and Explanation to sub-clause { 6 ) of clause C he omitted. 

Sir, I need hardly add to what I have already st ate»l in moving my motion 
No. 149, in proposing this motion of mine No. ItiO. This is a consequential 
amendment. My suggestion has been that there need not be two different 
classes of abatement — one relating to those who keep acc(»unts in a particular 
way and produce audited accounts and the other to other classes of receivers 
of agricultural income who may be keeping accounts in their own way. 1 
have suggested that in all cases the actual cost be allowed with a maximum 
of 20 per cent, fixed as the ceiling rate. It would apply tH|ually to those 
who keep accounts audited and certified to be correc t by an accountant and 
to others. Therefore in my scheme there is no scope for a proviso anil there 
is no necessity for an Explanation to the provi.so 

Sir, with these words I move motion No. IbO standing in my name. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 do not move this amend- 
ment Nos. ni2-l(I9 because I stand better advised b> the specih ot my 
friend Dr. Sanyal not to do so. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, 1 beg to move thal in the proviso 
to clause tith), in lim* 9, for the wortls *‘scvent»*eii and om‘-liall tin* words 
“twenty-two and one-half” he inserted. Mr. Speaker, Sir, CVC3I Of 

171 per cent. per cent, 571 

I i ^ 

I 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, although tin* lion’lde 
Minister has said in advance that he may be ilis|M>Heil to aci ept this amend- 
ment (No. 175), I do not move this. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso to chnise 
b (6‘), line 9, for the words “seventeen and one-half” the W(»rd “twenl.\” 
be substituted. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, first of all I wish 

to submit that the amendment under discussion ca.sts no aspersion on the 
indigenous system of accounting. We want to give this privilege onj.\ to 
those who keep accounts fully and properly and which is capable of being 
audited. Our object firstly is t<} raise ii[ionc\ by taxation but «'«* also 
at the same time discourage irregular accounts as much as possihle with a 
view to avoiding litigation. I accept only amendment No. 17b. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move thal after 
sub-clause ( 7 ) of clause 6 the following suh-clause he inserted, namclv 

“(7<i) Any sum spent in the previous year for charitable purposes as 
described in the Explanation to section 4 out of his total agricul- 
tural income from rent or revenue of that year.” 
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Sir, honourable members must have noticed that to encourage life 
insurance amounts paid by way of premium have been excepted. That is a 
good policy — a policy which means to encourage thrift. But if thrift 
deserves encouragement, why not charity? And in this view I am going to 
move this motion. Any sum spent for charitable purposes, not of course 
as 1 define them but for charitable purposes as have been defined in the 
Kxplaniilion to Heciion 4, ouglit to he allowed for. That will Ihj encourag- 
ing charily and I hoj>e the Governiiienf will be better advi.sed to accept it. 

Mr* H. ROWAN HODGE S Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause G after 
sub-clause (S), the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(/>) any other sum which may be prescribed.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Ihis is purely a permissive power to ena}»le Government 
by loiles to add any other allow'ances wdiich may be found to be required. 
This clause appeared in the original Bill and also appears in the Assam Act. 

It was taken out by the Select Committee but 1 am asking Government to 
consider the proposal to restore the clause in that form. Sir, I move. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 would point out to the 
House that this is not required at all in view of the provision in sub-clause 
((V) of clause 8. Sub-clause (-V) provides “any other expenditure of the 
assessee, not being in the nature of (aii)ital expenditure or personal ex[>endi- 
tiire laid out wholly and exclusively for the purj) 08 e of deriving such agri- 
cultural income from such land’’. I think in view of this sub-clause (.V) 
it is .superfluous to add this new sub-clause. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with reference to my honourable 
friend, Mr. Rai (diaudhuri’s remarks, 1 would like to point out (hat this 
sub-clause to which he has referred definitely limits deductions to any other 
expenditure not being in the nature of capital expenditure laid out wholly 
aud exclusively for the purpose of deriving such agricultural income from 
such land. In addition to that suh-clause 1 think Government should have 
permissive power to include any other expenditure, for example, contribu- 
tions to recognised cliarities or to provident funds of employees. Such con- 
tribution wouhl not come under the previous sub-clause, and the amendment 
would give to (fovermnent a discretionary power to permit such contribu- 
tions if they think them to be suitable deductions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 feel that although ordinarily we 
are not inclined t() view any suggestion from the European Party with 
favour, in view of the things before us, wdth the nature of a majority not 
prepared to accept logic in the Hou.se that wre have to face, we are inclined 
to think that, a saving clause of (his character which empowers Government 
and permits them later on to be wise should be kept. It is quite possible 
that while w^e are discussing here various suggestions, some suggestions 
might have appeaml reasonable to the Government and I dart* say the 
exemptions proposed for exjienses on charitable purposes — the actual ex- 
penses— which have been from y^ir to year given and earmarked for public » 
institutians'*like hospitals, colleges and schools — have created some sympathy 
both in the minds of the Minister in charge as well as of members of the 
party althongb on the spur of the moment and in the atmosphere that we 
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are ia the House they might for obvious reasons have opposed all reasonable 
suggestions made in the House. It would, therefore, be advisable to leave 
some power with the Government to exempt at a later stage if any further 
allowance can be made or should be made in view of the circmmstances 
prevailing in the country or new circumstances arising. After all, with all 
the wisdom in this House we cannot visualise every possible circumstance 
that may arise and in future something may happen, as my friend Mr. Stark 
has already pointed out, that in the near future there may be a demand for 
having provident funds created in favour of employees of such receivers of 
rent as are governed by clause h. Contributions to provident fund are 
exempted by the Indian Income-tax Act. There have also been cases in 
which contributions of certain other categories have also been exempted 
by the Indian Income-tax Act by short amendments of the Act of late. 
All those would be covered by an omnibus permissive .sub-section in the Act 
as proposed by Mr. Hodge. 1 feel that no legislation should be jK»nnissible 
w^hich is so hide-bound as to leave no flexibility and m) alternative left even 
to Government to make suitable adjustments if and when they may be felt 
necessary. I have already stated that this is felt by me in view of the sense- 
less nature of the majority who support Government while motions are 
moved in this House. 

Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN: Mr Speaker, Sir, I support 
the amendment nioved by Mr Hodge for this reason that it is better to have 
something than nothing Now we are in the dark, but a time may come 
when a Government with a wider outlook may c<»nsider tins (jucvstion, and, 
as has been pointed out by Dr. Saiiyal, nobody can say, no Legislature can 
say “we have said the lust word in the matter” ami with that object in view, 
if you have an enabling clause like that, we might get redr<‘SH some day, 
some time and from some quarter. That is what I have to say. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

Sir, I crave your sjH^cial leave 4o move my amendment that after sub- 
clause ( 6 ) of clause 6, the following new sub-clause— ^ — 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I submit (hat these amend- 
ments have been placed before us onls today this ev<‘ning and at least hv far 
as our party is concerned, we have not been able to examine their implica- 
tions. I do not know if other parties liave 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We are also experiencing the 
same difficulty. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If these are left over for the next day, 
it would be very helpful. 

Tht HOfl’bla Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: If honourable members 
feel that they cannot deal with the amendment, of course 1 should only be 
too willing to put it over, but I think that this is a very simple amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, it stands over. 1 think dimmssions are over 
and 1 can put the amendments. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Would it not be possible to hold ovei 
voting? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: As much as can be disposed of should be don< 
today. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think there will be no division. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Of course, there will be. ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If I just have an idea on which of the amendments yoi 
would like to have division, they may not be taken up and the rest may be 
disposed of. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Let us dispose of sub-clause {a] 
and after considering sub-clause (G) («), other amendments may be taker 
up. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We have still six minutes at our disposal. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Ohandra Sen that in clause G (1) (ii) 
in line 1, after the words “local rate” the words “or tax” be inserted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the proviso to sub-clause (2) 
of clause G be omitted, was then put and a division taken with the followinfi 
result : — 


AYEI~5S. 


AMiil MMi. Sr. Ma. 

AM«I MalM. Hatilvl IMfOiMiliilli)- 
AMal IlfMivl. 

Atliwff* 0iiM4fe«nr. MaHtrtla laihl Kanta, at 
Mattagatka, Mymaaiiafa. 

Askar AH. Maatvl. 

••HmMala, Mr. lyai. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Araiaalka Nata. 

■Mral AN, Mr. M. 

■ar«a, Mr. PasHlW. 

•kawailk, Or. Oaklaga Ckaaira. 

OkatHgaMyay. Mr. Nartpaia. 

OkaaikwrI, Hal Nars«ara Nat«i. 

Daa, Oaka BaMiaaatk. 

Oat iapla. Dr. i. M. 

Oafla, Mr. OMraaira Nalk. 

Mr. Haraaira Natk. 

Datl^ Mr. iafcaaiar. 

IHkar, Mr. Opa aira aatk. 
raMal Naa. Mr. A. K. 
tapli^ Mr. Pagarii Ckaaira. 
tyaaaiMa Akasai Okaaihary. AlkaHJ. 

HMMaMak. Nawak Oakaiar •< Oaaaa. 

Naaaa AH OkavHkary, Mr. tyaa. 

Naakaai AH Kkaa, Kkaa Hakaiar MaahS. 

MrN AkaMk Mia. Maahrt. 
kaaak AH MitfaaiHar, MaaM. 

Kaaka. Mr. makllka Nalk. 


Lahiri, taka Aikatoik. 

Hajaaiiar, Mrs. NaaiafMrava. 

Maalrattaaiaa IHamakaai, MaaUaa M«. 
Maakarjaa^ Dr. tyaaiaprasaa. 

Mahaaiaiai Aftal, Kkaa kakadar Maalvl tyad. 
MakarH, Mr. Dkiraaira Rarayaa. 

Makkarjaa, Mr. H. 

MakkarH, Dr. tkaral Ckaaira. 

MaNkk, tniat Aikatask. 

Maatata All Dtvaa, Maalvl 
Raaiy, Makaraja IrlMkaaira. at Oanlaikaiar. 
Matkar, Mr. Htai Okaair^ 
kaal. Ik Mart iaafcar. 

PaMar, Mr. AaaadHal. 

Ray. Mr. Okara Okaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkrtskaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kkaa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Ralk. 
laayal. Dr. NaNaakaka. 

•aa, Mr. Ahrt Okaadra. 

•aa, la i at k Okaadra, Rai kakadar. 

Saa-Dapla, Mrs. NaNia. 

Skaaiaadila AkaMd, Mr. 
kka a i r addla Akaiad Kkaadkar, Mr. 

•ar, Mr. Naraadra Kaaiar. 

WaNar RakauMi, Maakrl. 

Vaaaaf Mkta. 
laaMa. Mr. A. M. A. 

NOEi—tt. 


AkHM Afli. Maalika Md. 

Akdal MaAs. Mr. Mirta. 

AkM Naktia, MaaM (MyaHailatk|. 
Akdal Nakka YlkraaipaH, MaaM Md. 
Akdal NaiHa. Mr. 

Akdal M alalsk MaNk. Dr. 

Akdal Wakak Kkaa, Kkaa Hakadar. 


AkdaUa-AI MakaMad, Mr. 

Akdar RakaMw. Kkaa H a k adar A. P. M. 

Akdar Rakaiaa tiddlat, Mr. 

Akdar RasekM M a kaiaad, Mr. 

Akdar Raaf. Kkaa Hakadar MaaM 1. (Navrik). 
Akdaa kkakaad, MaaM Md. 

Akat PaM, Mr. Md. 
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AM HMhia. 

A»«f NMaia Aliaitg, Mr. 

Aftal «MH« KibL 
Akal Qaattn, Mairtvi. 

Ahaiai All MrMha. Maalvi. 

Alluaiila AliaHtf* Kkaa Bahatfar Maalvi. 

Aaiir AN Mia. Maalvi M«. 

AriaN Haavala Khaa, Khaa Bakadar Maalvi. 
idlaia. Ilia Haa’ila Mr. Praiahari. 
biiliaiyra. Sir Haary. Bart 
Blaarai, BaSe Lakihaii Narayan. 

Blawaa. Mr. Batik Ul. 

OhakraSarty, Baka NaranSra Narayaa. 

Bhipfaadala. M'. 4 . W. 

Oaa, Bal tahik Aaakal GkaaSra. 

Oat, Bal SahM KIrit Bhataa. 

Oats, Baka Dakaadra Nalh. 

Emdadal Haqaa, Kaxi. 

Farkal Baaa Khaaam, Btfaai. 

Failai Qaadir, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 

Faxiar Bahaiaa, Mr. (Dae«a). 

Faxiar Bahmaa, Mr. (Mymaaalaghl. 
filaddlag, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Bamaa, Mr. B. A. 

fiatarami, tha Naa’kia Mr. Taiti Chandra. 

Briffithi, Mr. C. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. n. 

Baraag, Mr. Dankar Singh. 

HaSxaddIa Chaadbarl, Maalvi. 

Hamidaddin Ahmad, Khan Sahlk. 

MamlHaa. Mr. K. A. 

Hatamally damadar. Khaa Sahlk Maalvi. 

Maywaad, Mr. Bagart. 

Hirtxai. Mr. M. A. F.. O.B.E. 

Nadga, Mr. N. Baaraa. 

tialaladdin Ahmad, tha Maa'kia Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 
datimaddin Ahmad, Khaa Bahadar Maalvi. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Chandra. 

Laiik, Mr. dahn. 

McBrtgar, Mr. B. fi. 

MaPhartaa, Mr. G. P. 

MaSvaddia Ahmad, Khan Sahik Maalvi (Tlyptral. 


Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lat 
Maadai, Mr. Baaka Bahart 
MaadM. Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Maadai, tha Naa'kia Mr. daE«Pdra Nath. 

Maairaddia Akhaad, Maalvi. 

Mahammad AH, Khaa Bahadar. 

Maalam AN MaHah, Maalvi M. 

Mahammad Akdal NaNm Maliab, Mr. 

Mahammad lihaaaa, Maalvt 
Mahammad Itrail, Maalvi. 

Mahammad SMdisaa, Khaa Bahadar Dr. Syad. t 

Makarjaa. tha Han'bla Mr. Taraknath. M.B.E. 

Maltlck, tN Haa'kia Mr. Palin Bahary. 

Maaharrall Nauain, tha Haa'kia Ntwab, Khan Bahadar 
Maitagawial Hasaa, Mr. Syad. 

Naiaraliah, Nawakxada K. 

Baximaddin, tha Haa'kia Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Naaraddln, Mr. K. 

Pain, tha Han'bla Mr. Barada Praianaa. 

Pawall, Mr. d. A. 

Balihaddin Taratdar, Maalvi. 

Baxaar Bahmaa Khaa, Mr. 

Kay. Mr. Ohaaanjay. 

Sadaraddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Safiraddin Ahmad, HaJI. 

Sahaka-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Madhuiudaa. 

Sarajtti Islam, Mr. 

Shahahaddin, tha Haa'kia Mr. Kharala, O.B.E. 

Shahadall, Mr. 

Singha, Baku Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Muada 
Smyth-Oakauraa, Mr. D. B. 

SUrk, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, tha Haa'kia Mr. H. S. 

TamUuddin Khan, tha Haa'kia Mr. 

Tharnan, Mr. 0. M. 

Walktr, Mr. d. K. 

Whitahaad, Mr. K. B. 

Vuiul All Chaudhury, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Ohaudbary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes beiuj' 55 aud the Noes 98, the motion was lost. 


The House was 
the 18th Fehruaiy, 


Adjournment. 

then adjourned at p.m. till 4-45 ji m 

1944, at the Assemhly llou.se, (’alcuitu. 


on Friduv, 
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((Q.) Stands lor question*] 


AMttI Msliiai VlhrsmiMirt, Msuivi m 

Puraiion of stay of sn officer oiBdu* 
cati(Mi Departmwit; (Q.) p. Iv. 

Abdul Msnild, Mr. A. M. ^ ^ 

Appointments made by the District 
Magistrate of Pabna: (Q.) p. do. 

Abdul Utit Biswss, Mr. 

Point of privilege by—regwdmg the 
absence of atatementa from the 
Library Table ; pp. 509, 510. 

Bpeeth by— on the Resolution of Mr. 
Adwaita Kumar Maji : pp. 

Abdul WSW^ Ktisii, Khsfi SAHsdw 

Resolution regarding the prohibition 
of slaughter of milch txiws and 
cattle for agricultural purposes, and 
amendment thereto of — : p. 907. 

Restriction on the calling of Asan 
loudly by Muslim students of Pabna 
Edward College (Q.) pp. 312-16. 


Abdul Wabsd, Maulvl 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
194.1 : pp. 361-62. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, 1944 : pp. 154-56. 

Resolution regarding prohihition ol 
slaughter of milch cows and cattle 
for agricultural purposes and 
amendment thereto, Bpeech of — ; 
pp. 219-1^ 

Security prisoner Birendra Kishore 
Saha: IQ.) p, 71. 

Speech by — on the resolution of Mr. 
Adwaita Kumar Maji : pp. 395-96. 


Abdur RaiuMn did d iqi, Mr. 

Adjournment motiou regarriing Gov- 
ernment encouragetnent to grow 
jute at e^i annas of the basic 

. acreage m IMO: pp. <327-29. 

Admibsibtlity of an adjoamment 
motion regarding sinking of SB. 
"Budra”: p. m. 

Bengal Agricutturaj Income-tax Bill, 
1943: PD. 433, 440. 

Bengal Innanoe (Salea Tax) Amesid- 
meat BUI^ 19U : pp. 965-66i 

Speedi bjN-iWi Uie rnaolution of Mr. 
Adwaita Eumar Maji: pp. 398-94. 


Ab du r llditdli, Maulvt 

Bengal Finaane (Sniea Tax) Amend- 
meat BUI, 1944: pf>. IlO-U. 




.) p. 141. 


Abu Hoatabi tMlinr, Mauivi 

Adjournment motion ragarding 0or» 
emment encouragement to grow 
juW at eight aimaa of the b^o 
acreago of 1940: pp. 321-94. 

Abul Fail, Mr. Md. 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
194.3: p. 633. 

Abul Hotiiin Ahmad, Mr. 

R^excavation of tho Ballach river in 
Durgapur, Mymonsingh : (Q.) p. 32. 

AotlOffI 

Taken by Government Mainat nowa^ 
p^ers and presses: pp. 498- 


AdmurmiMtit motloti 

Admissibility of-~of Hrijiit Narondra 
, til. Gupta regarding sinking 
of SS. “Rudra'’: pp. 420-23. 

Admissibility of — regarding fixation 
of tho price o< jiit<i: pp. 288-96. 

Discus&ion on the adinisaioility of an 
“-of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookiiiee, 
regarding defective working of tha 
rnticmi^^ scheme for AUcutta : 

Regarding distress and panic prevail- 
ing in the province; pp. 31-36, 39 
61, 

Regarding Government encouragement 
to grow jute at eight annaa of the 
basic acreage of 1940. pp. 317-36. 

Ahmad All Mridha, Maulwi 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 
19L3; pp. 466-66. ' 

Resolution regarding prohibition of 
slaughter of milch cows and cattJa 
for agricultural purpoaea and 
amendment thereto. Speech of—- 
pp. 213-15. 

Sp^h }>y— on the reaojution of Mr. 
Adwaita Kumar Maji : pp. 391-93. 

AlliM eurtalluM 

Of certain privilege# of aeourity pri- 
in the Midnaporo Cin&ai 
Jail: (Q.) p. 126. 


the tacurHIr 


lifagad paatbif 

Of police agent# among tb 
priaonert: (Q.) pp., 47^77 

kmhidiad High BiiM ugiiaai 

Bababpttt of Koakhali; (Q.) 
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Bftnctioiied and sp^t for grataitom 
relief in Bmkiira up to August^ 
1843; (Q.) p. 37S77. 

^AMnu iaiar PntHiur* 

Eeeiriction Order on the— : (Q.) 

pp. 406-11. 


To Mental Hospitals at Calcutta 
and Mankundn : (Q.) p. 494. 

Antwtring of otoitod otiottioii No. 73 

liy ParUomofitary soeratary 

Discussion in connection with the — : 
pp. 28568. 

Appoiiititiitit<a) 

Of Inspectors, C.L.O.’s, etc., in Bir- 
bhum under the Jute Regulation 
Department: (Q.) pp. 4866C 

Made by the District Magistrate of 
Pabna: (Q.) p. 

Of a member of the Saidpur Union 
Board : (Q.) o. 63. 

Of Inspector of Technical Institutions, 
Department of Industries: (Q.) 

op. 197-201. 

Of warehouse officers under Chitta^ 
gong Balt Schemes: (Q.) pp. 517-18. 

Ariai Bli 

Expenditure incurred in construction 
of — barricade in Dacca: (Q.) p. 

A.R.8. omployaol in Calcutta 

Salariee paid to—: (Q.) pp. 296-97. 

ArranMmant 

Ma^ for food and shelter of famish- 
ed people; (Q.) p. 446. 

Arraat 

And detention of Babu Kalipada 
Sarkar ; (Q.) p. 224. 

Of certain st'curity prisoners under 
Regulation III of 1818; (Q.) p. 76. 

Detention and transfer of Mr, B, W. 
Khan Yousufaai; (Q.) p. 116. 


On security prisoners in Presidenev 

Jail: ( 4 ) p. 12 . 

•adi Ahmad Ohoudhury. Khan Bahadur 
Naji 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 3474», 

Appointment of warehouse oflBoers 
under Cliittagong Salt Schemes : 
(Q.) p. 517. 

Resolution demanding suspension of 
the realisation of the Eduction 
Osss in CSiittagong Divunon : 
pp. 408407. 

Balta oh river 

RemEoavathm of the — in Durgapur, 
Mymensingh : <Q.) p. 68. 


. IIS. 


Mrk tatyapriya 

raJuUy allowauoea cl oartain aoenrity 
priso&eri lodged in Dam Dum Can* 
ml Jail; (g.) n. 88. 

Peiitione by aeburtto priaonetn of the 
Due Dual Central Jail t (Q.) : 

Jbeleam of—, X4 kA.: (Q.) p. lA 


Assault on security prisoneea in Preii> 
dmicy Jail; (Q.) p. 18. 

Expenditure for relief in Ifidaapore: 
(Q.) pp. 18268. 

Increase in the cost of liring index 
%ur6s in 1943; (Q.) pp. SSdl. 

Banarll, Mr. P. 

Adjournment motion: pp. 57-68. 

Barma, tha Han*bli Mr. Pramharl 

Pachwoi shops in Darjeeling district: 
(Q.) p, 68. 

Production of quinine at Mun 
Cinchona Factory : (Q.) pp. 496^ 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath 

Introduction of Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy Bill : (Q.) pp. 374-76. 

Baau, Mr. Bantoah Kumar 

Admissibility of an adjournment 
motion regarding sinking of SB. 
“Rudra” : p. 422. 

Bengal Finance (Bales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944 pp. 26264. 

Point of privilege regard!^ delay in 
receipt of copy of the ^lect Com- 
mitt^ on tlie Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, for signature; 

p. 161. 

Speech by — on the Resolution of Mr. 
Adwaita Kumar Maji ; pp. 394-95. 

Bengal Motor Vohioiot Ruloa, imo 

Laying of — before the Assembly : 
pp. 42:1.25. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Oobinda Chandra 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 623-24. 

Amount spent for relief and loan in 
flood-affected areas of Tamluk and 
Contai: (Q.) pp. 18(V81. 

Seurdyke and embankment repair 
works of the Oontai and Tamiuk 
subdivisions; (Q.) p. 132. 


Blil(i) (Qovammont) 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax — , 1943: 
pp. :16, 343-71, 427-49, 448-74, 492- 
93, 6li37. 

Bengal Finance (Bales Tax) Amend- 
ment—, 1944: pp. 92-111, 161-73, 

24767. 

Birkmyrvy Sir Henry 

Requisition of pucea buildings suit* 
able for shelter against air rai<hi: 
(Q.) pp. 226-29. 

Biaw^ Mr. Siimndra Nath 

Adjournment motion regarding Oov- 
emment encouragement to grow 
jute At eight annas of the basic 
acreage of 1949; pp. 317*21. 

Admissibility of an adfoumment 
motion regarding Axatioti of the 
price of jute; pp. 28866. 

Bengal Agrioolturm Income-tax Bill» 
1843: pp. 84546. 

Speech by— on the Besoliitioo of Mf- 
Adwaita Kumar Maji: pp. 88881* 


In the left ambaalaBeBt of 
Daaaodar: (Q.) pp. mm: * 
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Oftleiftta Oofporitidn 

RagAi^g financial poaition of — : 

TQ.) P. 138. 

omtins of Azan 

Beatriotion on the — loudly by Muslim 
studenta of Pabna Edward College; 
(Q.) pp. 312-16. 

Cattle 

Sale and removal of — : (Q.) p. 30. 

Chattopailtiyty, Mr. Hartpada 

Delay in delivery of letters of — : (Q.) 
p. 114. 

Family allowance of security prisoner 
Kazi Md. Mohsin Reja ; (Q.) p. 18. 
Family allowance of security prisoner 
Mr. Sachindra Nath Banerjc'e: (Q ) 
p. 372. 

Chaudhurii Rai Harendra Nath 

Admissibility ot an adjournment 
motion of Dr. byamaprasad Mooker- 
jee regarding deft'ctive working of 
the rationing scheme for Calcutta- 
pp. 417, 418. 

Bengal Agricultural Incomi.'-tax Rill. 
1943: pp. 362-63, 432-33, 436-38, 440, 
449, 451-52, 467, 467-70, 518, 519, 
623, 524 , 525-27, 532, 5:W, 534, 635, 
636. 

Bengal Finaiu'e (Sale.s Tax) Amend- 
ment Rill, 1944 : pp 257-58. 

Point of order by — on the observation 
of Mr. Speaker regarding Dr. 
Nalinaksha nanval’s point of order - 
p. m. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Enquiry into the closing down of the 
Bouthern entrance to the Assembly 
Buildings- p. 425. 

Coastal Guards 

Salaries of Hindu — in Sutahatu 
police-station . (Q.) p. 24. 

Coiioctivo nno 

Imposition of — in Balurghat subdivi- 
sion ; (Q.) p, 84, 

Communal harmony 

Expenditure out of the allotment for 
promotion of — in tho province : (Q.) 
pp. 268-70. 

CimpoiMtton 

Paid to Aminabad High English 
School in village Nabahpur of Noa- 
khali: (Q.) pp. 18(k88. 

Complaint 

By Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyai against 
^lay on the part of tho department 
in forwarding visitor's slip. Point 
of information on — : p. 2ul, 

« Conatnaot ion 

Of Abdul Hamid Bridge over the 
Porawali Khal; (Q.) pp. 234-36. 

Coot or ttvtiii mdox AgttfOi in itoa 

Increase in the—: (Q.) pp. 34041. 

dap ttatiatiot 

PnxMimd improTeniefit in the meiliod 
of ooHeciion of—: <Q.) pp, 22030. 


Cyolono 

Damages in Midnapore and 24-Pai^ 
ganas and relief measures: (U.) 
p. 127. 

In Midnapore and 24-Parganaa; (Q.) 
pp. 177-/8. 


Oaooity 

Cases of— in Midnapore: (Q.) pp. 837- 
38. 

Damago<s) 

Caused by broaches iu certain embank* 
monts in Contai subdivision : (Q.) 

p. 3. 

Caust>d in Midnapore by breach in 
embaiikmenta and (lovornment 
Nt<‘ps lt>r relief : (Q.) pp. 602-505. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan 

Expenditure incurred in construction 
ot Anal Ril barricade in DacTa : 
{Q ) ]). 69. 

Outbreak ot inalariu in Kishori'ganj 
and Nelrokona, subdivisions, My- 
mensingli . (Q.) pp. 279-86. 

Das, Mr. Radhanath 

Diagnoses oi diMMiM^s in the Jail 
Hospital . (Q.) p. 18. 


Das Gupta, Mr. Khagondra Nath 

Delay in transmisHion of leltt-rs ot 
wsurity nrisoner — . pp. 224-26. 
Family lulowunce of Mr. (innoNh 
Chandra Sanyul, a security prisoner; 
(Q.) p. 475. 

Increase of famil.y allowance' of m'cu- 
rity prisoner Rabu Suresh C'bandra 
Majnmdnr; (Q.) p, 16. 

Personal allowaii('t*H to Heinirity pri- 
soners for certain articles inside the 
juilh; (Q.) pp. 271-72. 

Transfer of security prisoner Mr. 
Prooranjan Das Gupta to Calcutta 
for iniHlical treatment : (Q.) p. 411. 
Treatment ol security prisoner Mr. 
Nandadulal binbu. (Q.) pp. 231-32. 

Dat Gupta, Srijut Narandra Nath 

Admissibility of an adjournment 
motion regarding sinking of HB. 
“Rudra” : pp. 420, 421, 422, 

Bengal AgricuUiiral Jncomt-tnx Bill, 
i9fi: |>p. :mm. 

Family allowante for swurity prisoner 
Bj. Krishna ranjan Bcui : pp. 270-71. 
Resolution regarding prohibition of 
slaughu'r of milch cows and cattle 
for agricultural purposes and 
amendment thereto. Bpeech of — : 
np. 220-22. 

Balarif's of Hindu Coastal Guards in 
Butahata police-station : (Q.) p. 24. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath 

Admissibility of an adjoumment 
motion of Dr. Byamaprasod Mocker* 
jee regarding defective working of 
the rationing scheme for Clalcutta: 
p. 416. 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943:* pp. 4.39, 440, 462413, 465, 619, 
530-31, 636. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944 ; pp. 157^. 
Deetmetion of crops in Dandkandi 
and Homna by wat4Nr'hyaciDtli since 
1916 : (Q.) p. 442. 
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OilKt, Mr« Dklrf Atfra Natli<^ne^. 

iTlHiit of Fiwilior Baines for causing 
death to one Manindra Das in 
Mainamati Military Camp : (Q.) 

> pp. 1^95. 

Dtad bocliM 

.DiBposal of— in Chittagong district: 
(Q.) p. 8. 

Disposal of — lying in Calcutta and 
inofaasal towns; (Q.) p. 144. 


2n delivery of letters of Mr, Haripada 
Chattopadhyay : (Q.) p. 114. 

In delivery of letters o? security pri- 
soners: (Q.) p. 115. 

In delivery of letters of security pri- 
soners of Buxa Special Jail : (Q.) 


p. 24. 

In transmission of letters of security 
prisoner Khagendra Nath Das 
Onpta, (Q,) pp. *224-26. 


OMtrtMtHm 

Of crops in Daudkandi and Honina 
by wuter-hyncinth since 1916: (Q.) 

pp. 442-44. 


Detention 

Of Mrs. Bimul Protiva Debi. (Q.) 
pp. 413-14. 

Of Sj. Pannalal Mitra; (Q.) pp. 233- 
34. 


Olagnoeli of dlteeaee 

In the Jail Hospital ; 


(g.) p. 18, 


Dlvitioii(f)— 

On the motion of Khan Bahadnv Hftji 
Badi Ahmed Chaudhury regarding 
Bengal Agricultural Incomo-tax 
Bill. pp. 429^. 

On the motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanya] regarding Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill : pp. 43()-31. 

On the motion of Maharaja ' Bri*' 
chandra Nandy, of Oossimbaaar re- 
garding Bengal Agricultural In- 
come-tax Bill, 1943: pp. 454-56. 

On the motion of Dr. Nalinakaha 
Sanyal regarding Bengal Agricul- 
tural Ineomo-tax Bill, l9^: pp. 455- 
56, 460-61, 471-72. 

On the motion of Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri regarding Bengal Agri- 
cultural Incxuno-tax Bill, 1943: 
pp. 472-74. 

On the motion of Dr. Nftlinakshn 
Sanyal regarding Bengal Agricul- 
tural Jnconio-tax Bill, 194'3 ; pp. 536- 
37 . 

On the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Arnenilnient Bill, 1944: pp. 252-53, 
2604)1, 261-62 and 266-67. 

On the circulation motion on the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944 . pp. 172-73. 

Dotut, Mr. Harendra Nath 

Cases of daeoitv, et<’., in Midnapore; 
(Q.) pp. 337-38. 


Dift allowailoa 

Increase of — of security pris^mers • 
(Q.) pp. 226-27. 

DIat and otothing 

Supply of — to Division HI prisoners- 

m p. B. 

Diaaharga 

Of Scheduled Caste en^loyees of the 
A.R.P. Si^rvices in 24-ParganBS : (Q ) 
pp. 232-33. 

Diaotiaafon 

In connection with the answering ot 
starred question No. 73 by the rar- 
lianlentnry Secretary: pp. 285-88. 

Dismiaaal 

Of a certain A.R.P. warden from 
service: (Q.) pp. 23946. 

Planoial af dead bodiai 

In Chittagong District : (Q.) p. 8. 

Lying in Cnicutta and mafassal 
towiia: (Q.) p. 144. 

DUmiMltiMI 

Of improved paddy seeds to cultivar 
tf»rs: (Q.) p. 21. 

Of kerosene oil in Munshiganj euh- 
diviaion, Daooa; (Q.) p. 618. 

DhriiMn(t) 

Adjournment motion regarding Qov- 
ernmeoi enoourageroeut to grow 
Jute at eight annas of the mic 
acreage of 1940: pp. 334-36. 

On the motioa of Mr. Burendra Nath 
Bifiraa regardiiyt Bengal Amricul* 
toime?RxTBai, ^943: 


Drainage 

In certain place in Chittagong: (Q.) 
p 2,39. 

Duration of stay 

Of an officer of Education Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 19. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944 : pp. 258-59. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 

Alleged posting of police agents 
among the security prisoners : (Q.) 
p. 476. 

Arrest, detention and transfer of Mr. 
K. W. Khan Yousufaai • (Q.) p. 116. 

Expenditure out of the allotment for 
the promotion of communal har- 
mony in the province . (Q.) pp. 268- 
70. 

Family allowance to security prisoner 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu : (Q.) 

p. 17. 

Interviews of Security and Defence ot 
India Rules prisoners: (Q.) p. 128. 

Release of “State” ana security 
prisoners to help in the rdief works; 
(Q.) p. 441. 

Rights and privileges of Btaio pri- 
soners: (Q.) pp. 272-78. 

Edhar, Mr. UpMidrt Nath 

Ben^ Agricultural Inooiii«4ax BiU, 
1943 ; pp. 36365. 

Bengal Finance (Balca Tax) Allkeild^ 
meni BiU, 1944: pp. 15667. 

Edvard eallaga, Fahna 

Offlmiig of pTajeir hy Mtttllm ittidiilti 
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EMbMIlUMm 

Se»43rl^ and — *5?*'*“ work* of the 
Cotitai and Tamluk Bubdirisions : 

(Q.) P. 132. 


Into the closing down of the Bouthern 
entrance to tne Assembly Buildings: 
pp. 425-26. , 

A^ut adjournment motion ot Ur. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee by the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : 
pp. 382-84. 


EVAOUMt 

Payment of compensation to — owning 
cultivated lands in Feni . (t? ) 

p. 176. 


Export 

Of rice from siveral 
p. 29. 


distncte: (Q.) 


Family allowanM(6) 

To 8j. Amarendra Nath Ghosli. 

Grant of — . (Q ) PP- 227-28. 

To certain security prisoners (0 ) 
pp. 24647. 

or certain security prisoners lodg<‘0 
in Dum Diim Central Jail . (Q ) 


p. 89. 

Of Babu Dhircndru Kumar Ghosh ol 
Bankura: (Q.l p. 79. 

Of Mr. Ganisih Chandra Sanyal,^ a 
security prisoner' (Q.) pp. 475-76. 
Of certain security prisoners. (0-) 

p. 26. 

Grant of— to certain security pri- 
soners: (^Q.) p. 79. 

Increase of — ot a Ht*curity prisoner . 
(Q.) p, 25. 

Increase of — ot 8«»ciinty prisoner 
Babu Kuri^sh C’liandra Majumdar- 
(Q.) p. 16. 

For br. Rabindra Kumar Ray and 
two other security prisoners (Q.) 


p 112 

To security prisoner Babu Hariah 
Chandra Cliaudhury : (Q ) p 1^^- 

For security prisoner Sj. Krishna ran- 
jan Sen : ((J.) pp. 270-71. 

Of security prisoner Ka*i Md. Mon- 
sin Reja : (Q.) p- 18. 

To security prisoner Mr. Niahttna 
Nath Kundu : (Q.) p. 17. 

To security prisoner Babu Pramatha 
Nath BanerjiH) of Contai : (Q.) 


0^ security prisoner Mr. Sachindra 
Natb Banerjee (Q.) pP- 37^73. 

Of Babu Sushil Chandra Bhaita- 
charya, a sec urity prieoiior . (Q.) 

pp. 188-^. 

For Tarap^a Ghosh and Radha- 
gobinda Mrkar of Birbhuro : (Q.) 

p. 112. 


HPiir nmarnmnt mr, 

AdmissibilitT of an adjoornm^t 
motum of Dr. Syamapraaad Ifooi^r- 
jee regarding defective working ot 
the rationing scheme for Calcutta: 
pp. 414-16. ^ . 

Point of order by— regarding adniie' 
8i>iUly M qtwsttoni m n pnrt^ar 
form : pp< 


Fifiaiioial aitittMiot 

From the Government of India: (Q.) 
pp. 338>39. 

Finanoial potitioii 

Regarding — of Calcutta Corpora- 
tion : (Q.) p. 138. 


Floochaffootad areas in MMnapora and 
Qovamment stapa for ralitft (Q) 


p. 179. 


FooJ*' 

CVnsus in Bengal; 


(Q.) pp. 44446. 


Food Committeoi 

In the ntfirted districts of Bengal: 

(Q-) p. e. 

Ganguli, Mr. FratuI Ghandra 

Action taken hy Government against 
newspaiiers and presses: (Q.) 

pp. 498-99. 

Arrangoiiieiit made for food and 

ahelter of faniisht^ people: (Q ) 


p. 446. 

Aircst of certain seininty prisoners 
under Hq^ulntion 111 of 1818: (Q.) 


p. 75. 

Dispasal <d dead IxHlies lying in Cal- 
eutla and mofassal towns: (Q.) 
p.l44. 

Grant of family allowance to certain 
seeurity prisoners: (Q.) p. 516. 

liuTeuHi* in till' diet allowance of soeu- 
ntv prisoners. (Q.) pp. 226-27. 

Relei*iM‘ of stKMiniy priwmers ti> visit 
their siek relatives. (Q.) p. 87. 

Restri(*tu»n Order on the “Ainrita 
Baysnr I’atrika” . (Q ) pp. 408409. 

Review of eases of sisunty prisoners 
hy Tribunal; (Q.) pp. 223-24. 


Qhosa, Mr. AtuI Krithna 

Adioiirnnieiit motion pp. 65-50. 

Arrest and detention t»l Babu Kali- 
pndit Kurkar (Q.) p. 224. 

Fainilv allowance to MHurity prisoner 
Babu Harish Chandra Chaudbury; 
fQ.) p. 189 

Grant ot family allowance to Hj. 
Amarendra Nath (ihosh tV-) 
pp. 227-28. 

Resolution regardinu; prohibition of 
slaughter of mihn eow'S and cattle 
for agricultural pur|K>ses and 
amendment thereto. Hpewdi of— 
pp. 218-20. 


Giasiiddifi Ahmad, Mr. 

Adjournment motion, pp. 45-47. 


OMwimi, th» Mon’bla Mr. Tutoi OhM^ 

Bengal Agricultural jneomevtax Bin, 
1943: pp. .‘W3, 432, 433. 434 , 436, 
436, m, 440. 449, 460, 463, 468, 469, 
461, 46^, 466, 470. 471, 492, 619, 
622, 624 , 528, 6.33, 6ik5. 

Bengal Finance fHales Tax) Amend- 
niSnt Bill, 1944: pp. 92-93, 169-72, 
269, 262. 

Expenditure out of the alloimeat for 
the promotion of communal harmony 
in the province: (Q.) pj>. 268-70. 

Financial assUrtance from Ooremnieot 
of India: (Q.) pp. 88839. 


Ifaasum 

havoc: 


to prevent Datnodar Ihiod 
(Q.) pp. 477^, mm 
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Qovtmnitnt'oontnrtlad ttMOi 

^Opening of — in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 80. 

wviWfHfWm pfwr 

For free movement of food^rains and 
obstruction of local officials : * (Q.) 
p. 447. 

Qfifit 

Of family allowance to certain secu- 
rity prisoners; (Q.) pp. 79, 616*17. 

Gr«ntt*iiuaid 

To primary schools in Midnapore dis- 
trict; (Q.) pp. 278-79. 

Oratuitoui ralief 

Amount sanctioned and spent for — in 
Bankura up to August, 1943; (Q.) 

pp. 376-77. 


“Grow Mora Food” campaign 

Irrigation scheme in connection with 
— ; (Q.) pp. 298-300. 

In Bengal: (Q.) pp. 235-39. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogath Chandra 

Hiiral public health reorganisation 
ftctheme ; (Q.) pp. 377-78. 


Gupta, Mr. 4, N. 

Apnointment of n member of tho 
Haidpur Union Board: (Q.) p. 03. 
Senhati Maternity Homo in Khulna: 
(Q.) pp. 195-96. 

Qurung, Mr. 0. 8. 

ParhvHii shops in Darjetding district: 
(Q.) p. 68. 


Hatham All Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 

price of jute: (Q.) n. 19. 

Report of the allied epidemic of 
cattle from certain districts in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 71. 

Hirtial, Mr. M. A. F. 

Proposed improvement in tho method 
01 collection of crop statistics : (Q.) 
pp. 229410. 

Hodga, Mr. H. Rowan 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 357-61, 44849, 460, 461, 
462, 470, 634. 


Irrigation aohama 

In connection with ‘TIrow More 
Food” campaign: (Q.) pp. 298^00. 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, tho Hon’bla Khan 

Bah^ur Mauivi 

Abolition of local boards in Khulna: 
(Q.) P. 141. 

Annual grant to Mental Hospitals at 
Calcutta and Mankundu : (Q.) 

p. 494. 

Afmointment of a member of the 
iSaidpur Union Board: (Q.) p. 64. 

Outbreak of malaria in Kishoreganj 
and Netrokona subdivisions, My- 
mensingh : (Q.) pp. 279-85. 

Reconstruction of Bishnupur Chari- 
table Dispensary building : (Q.) 

p. 65. 

Regarding financial position of Cal- 
cutta Clorporation , (Q.) p, 138. 

Rural public health reorganisation 
scheme ; jO-) PP. 378-80. 

Scheduled Castes representation in 
union boards in Sadar subdivision 
of Burdwan di.strict : (Q.) p. 139. 

Senhati Maternity Horae in Khulna: 
(Q.) pp. 19.5-96. 

8upers<?«sion of Burdwan Municipa- 
lity: (Q.) p. 495. 

Theft of quinine from Tippera Dis- 
trict Board: (Q.) p. 66. 

•falan, Mr. I. 0. 

Adjournment motion : pp. 4748, 

Resolution regarding prohibition ot 
slaughter of milch cows and cattle 
for agricultural purposes, and 
amendment thereto. Speech of — : 

pp. 211-12. 

Jute 

Price of— : (Q.) p. 19. 

Jute Mills Association 

Stmling of looms and shortening ol 
hours by the — : (Q.) pp. 189-93, 

Kennedy, Mr. I. 0. 

Distribution of improved paddy seeds 
to cultivators: (Q.) p. 21. 


Ho us o- s o a rchos 

At early hours of the morning, and 
detention of arre.st<'d persona in 
hajai : (Q.) p. 148. 

Idria Ahmed Mta, Mr. 

Adjournment motion : pp. 5.'l-54. 

impetliion 

Of coJlt'ctive fine in Balurghat aub- 
divihion : (Q.) p. 84. 

Inersaae of family allowmoe 

Of security prisoner Bnbu Suresh 
Chandra Majumdar: (Q.) p. 16. 

Inapeoter of Taohnioal inatitutiena, oa- 
pdrtment of induaines 

Appointment of—: (Q.) pp. 197-201. 

tiit tf i f ttwr i 

Of Security and Defence of India 
Rules prisoners: <Q.) p. 185 

intfidiMtiMi 

Of Nen-Agricultura] Teoency Bill: 
(<W TO- 874-75. 


Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Delay in delivery of letters of security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 115. 

Detention of Mrs. Bimal Protiva 
Debi : (Q.) p. 413. 

Detention of 8j. Pannalal Mitra: 
(Q.) pp. 233414. 

House-sea rchoa at early hours of the 
morning, and detention of arrested 
persons in hajat : (Q.) p. 148. 

Imposition of collective fine in Balur- 
ghat subdivision : (Q.) p. 84. 

Point of information by — on field- 
over Questions: p. 377. 

Speech by — on the Resolution of Mr, 
Adwsita Kumar Maji : pp. 3f4-86. 

Withholding letters of — oy Deputy 
Commissioner, Special Branch; (Q.> 
p. 72. 

Writing of letters by securitr pri- 
soners and rules repirding showing 
of history tickets; (Q.) p. 73. 

tady priaa w ar a 

Monthly aUowanoe of ceriaio^: (Q.^ 
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LaMrit iitfMi Athutoih 

Beng»l Agricultural Income-tax Bill 
19®: pp. 531-32. . 

Export or rice from Mveral districts: 
(Q.) p. 29. 

Reaoiutioa regarding the prohibition 
of slaughter of milch cows and 
cattle for agricultural purposes, and 
amendment thereto. Speech of — • 

pp. 208-11. 

Rice supplied by Bengal Government 
to militarj' authorities: ^Q.) p. 488. 


Looal Boards 

Abolition of—in Khulna: (Q.) p. 141. 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 

Uday Chand, of Burdwan 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 355-56, 439. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behart 

Flood-affected areas in Midnapon' 
and Government steps for relict • 

(Q.) P. 179. 

“Grow More Food” campaign ir« 
Bengal : (Q.) pp. 235-39. 

Steps tal^n by Government to alb- 
viate the miseries of the people ol 
Midnapore: (Q.) pp. 18^t84. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

Bengal Agricultural Inconuj-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 458, 533. 

Breaclu's in the left embankment ol 
river Damotlar- (Q.) pp. ;101-12 

Food Committees in the affect4Hl 
districts of Bengal ; (Q ) p. 6. 

Government iTieasures to prevent 
Damodar flood bavoc ; (Q.^ p. 477 

Resolution regarding prohibition ol 
slaughter of milib cows and cattb‘ 
for agricultural purposes nml 
amendm<-nt thereto. Speech of — : 
pp. 217-18. 

Scheduled Castes rcpr(‘Hentntion in 
union board.s in Sadar subdivision 
of Burdwan district; (Q.) p. 1.39. 

Siiperseftsion of Burdwan Municipa- 

lity: (Q ) pp. 494-9,5. 

Majumdar, Mr. jnanandra Chandra 

Delay in deliver}' of letters of security 
prisoners of Buxa Special -Jail : (Q.) 
p. 24. 

Family allowance for Dr, Rabindra 
Kumar Ray and two other security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 112. 

Family allowance of Babu Sushil 
Chandra Bhattacharya, a security 
prisoner: (Q.) pp. 188-89. 

Family aUow^anw to certain security 
prisoners: (Q.) pp. 24647. 

Grant of family ailowance to certain 
security prisoners; (Q.) p. 79. 

Increase of family allowance of o 
security prisoner: (Q.) p. 25. 

Mai. Mr. ftwar Chandra 

Alleged curtailment of certain privi- 
of security prisoners in the 
Midmapore Central Jail : (Q.) 

D^ages caused by breaches in certain 
embuiluneats in Contai subdivi- 
sion: (Q.) p. 3. 

Damage caused in Midnapore by 
breach in embankmente and Gov- 
emmeni st^ for reUef : (Q.) 

pp. WMOa 


Mai, Mr. itwar Chandra 

Family allowance of certain security 
prisoners : (Q.) p. 25. 

Family allowance of Babu Dhiretidra 
Kumar Ghosh of Bankura; (Q.) 
, P- 

Family allowance to security prisoner 
Babu Pramatba Nath Banerjee ol 
Contai: (Q.) p. 26. 

Medical treatment of Babu Kshetra 
Gopal Chatterjee: (Q.) p. 27. 

Midnapore Central Jail Hospital; 
(Q.) I>. 28. 

Monthly allowance of certain lady 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 2.34. 

Pichnboui drainage sluice at Bamudra- 
pur m Contai : (Q.) p. 63. 

Malaria 

Outbreak of— in Kisborc^ani and 
Netrokona subdivisions, Mymeii- 
Singh : (Q.) pp. 2794i5. 

Mandai Mr. Birat Chandra 

Adjournment iiiolion : np. 61-63. 
Discharge ol SchtHiufed Caste «m- 
ployt-es of the A.ll.P. servicoii in 
24-Purgamis: (Q.) pp. 232-.*i;i. 

Distribution of keroHeno oil in Mun- 
shiganj subdivision, Daixia : (Q.) 

p. 518. 


Mandal, Mr. Krlthna Pratad 

Amount spent on relief mensurtxe in 
Sadar, t’ontai and Tamluk subdivi- 
sions in Midnapore district: (Q.) 

p. 181. 

Grarits-in-aid U> primary scliool* in 
Midnapoie district. iQ.) pp. 27H- 
79. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Mr. 

Foo<l Censu.s in Bengal : (Q.) p. 444. 

Maniruzxaman Itlamabadi, Maulana Md. 

Ue-excuvation of Burguni Khal in 
polici^station Hatkiinui in the dis- 
trict ol Chittagong: (Q.) p. 486. 

Ma< 3 |but Houain, Mr. 

Amount sanctioned for relief in Mula* 
gram I'mon, 'J'ipi»era: (Q.) pp. 184- 

Jnvitation of t<*nders f(»r the supply 
of rice by the District Magistrate, 
Tippera : (Q,) p. 6. 

Petition for relied to Bubilivisional 
Officer Brahinanbaria : (p.) p. 185. 

Tbett of quinine from lippora Die- 
tnet Board . (Q.) p. 66. 


Matamity Homa 

At Henhati in Khulna. (Q.) pp. 195- 
96. 


Madwai traatmant 

Of Babu Kshetra Gopal Chsttariae: 

m p. 27. 

Midnapora Cantrat Jail Maapitalt (Q.) 

p. 28. 

Milat^ Mr. 0. W. 

Regardttm financial position of Oah 
euUa Corporation: (Q.) p. 1^. 


Miaariat af tha paapla af MldRapira 

Steps taken by Governmeitt to alJa- 
viate tha—: (Q.) pp. 183S4. 
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H Hp iiiiimd AH, Khan Miadiir 

<i^.)i4wiwibiUty of an adionrnmoDt 
‘motion ot pr. Sjamaprasad Mooker> 
joe regarding defective working of 
the rationing Mcheme for Calcutta: 
p. 417. 

Point of order by — regarding proprie> 
ty at removing atatemente from the 
Library Table; pp. 607, 508. 

Monthly allowanoo 

Of certain lady priaoners: (Q.) p. 234. 

Moofcorjio, Dr. Syatnapnaad 

Adjournment motion : pp. 48-51. 

AdmiiMibility of an adjournment 
motion of pr. Syamapraaad Mooker- 
jee regarding detective working ot 
tile rationing achemo for Calcutta : 
pp. 414, 418-19. 

Bengal Finance (Halea Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944: pp. Ifkkik 

Receipt of notice of adjournment 
motion in time : pp. 341-42. 

Mtiaizamutfilm Hotain, tho Hon’bto Khan 
Bahadur Baiyad 

AppuiuUnen^ of InEpectora, O.L.O.’8, 
etc., in Birbhuni under the Jute 
Regulation Department : (Q.) 

pp. 487-88. 

Destruction of crops in Daudkandi 
and Hoinna by water-hyacinth bince 
1915: (g.) pp. 44244. 

Distribution ot improved paddy setnls 
to cultivators: (Q.) p, 21. 

Drainage in certain place in Chitta- 
gong; (Q.) p. 239. 

Expenditure incurred in construction 
of Anal Bil barricade in Dacca: 

^ (Q.) P. 70. 

\jlrow More FocmI'* campaign in Ben- 
gal : (g.) pp. 2;15“39. 

Proposed improvement in the method 
ot c'ollection of crop statistics : 

(g.) pp. 229-30, 

Report of the alleged epidemic o1 
cuttle from certain districts in Ben- 
gal: m p. 71. 

Sale and removal of cattle: (g.) p. 31. 

MuhaniiiUMl Aful, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Byad 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 370-71. 

Muhammad lirail, Maulvi 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
lih: pp. 471, 521-22, 527-28, 630. 

Muhammad Beiaimaiv Khan Bahadur 

Maulvi 

Salarice paid to A.11.P. employees in 
Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 296-97. 

Muhliarlaa, Mr. B. 

Speech by — on tho resolution of Mr. 
Adwaita Kumar Maji: pp. 396-98. 

Mutihaf^ Dr. Bharat ChaiiM 

Appointiuenta of Inspectors, CX.O.’s, 
•to., in Birbhum under the Jute 
Regulation I>^artaient : (Q.) 

pp. 486-67. 

Fmiiily allowanoee for Tarapada Qhosh 
and Eadhagehittda SArkar of Bir^ 
hhttflft: <Q.) p. IIR 


MukharjM, Dr. Bharat Chandra 


Transfer of security prisoner Brojendra 
Das of Fandpur from 6tiri Jail : 
(Q.) p. 373. 

Muherjea, the Hon'Ma Mr. Tarak Nath 

Amount sanctioned and spent for 
gratuitous relief in Bankura up to 
August, 1943: (g.) pp. 375-77. 

Amount sanctionea for relief in Mula^ 
gram Union, Tippera: (g.) pp. 184- 


Amount spent for relief and loan in 
flood-affected areas of Tamluk and 
C'ontai : (g.) pp. 18061. 

Amount spent on relief measores in 
Sadar, Contai and Tamluk subdivi- 
sions in Midnapore district; (g.) 

p. 181. 

Appointments made by the District 
Magistrate of Pabna: (Q.) p. 30. 

Compensation paid to the Aminabad 
High English School in village 
Nababpur of Noakhali: (g.) pp. l 8 ( 5 - 
88 . 

Cyclone damages in Midnapore and 
24-Parganas and relief measures: 
(Q-) P- 128. 

Cyclone in Midnapore and 24Par- 
ganas, (g.) pp. 1/7-78. 

Damage caused in Midnapore by 
breach in embankmonts and Govern- 
ment steps for relief : (g.) pp. 603- 
505. 


Exponditure for relief in Midnapore: 
(g.) pp. 18283. 

Flood-affected area*; in Midnapore and 
Govtuiiment steps for relief: (g.) 
p. 179. 

Introduction of Non-Agricultural Ten- 
ancy Bill ; (Q.) p. 375. 

Payment of compensation to evacuees 
owning cultivated lands in Fern : 
(Q.) P. 176. 

Petition for relief to Subdivisional 
Officer, Brahmanbaria : (Q.) p. 185. 

Steps taken by Government to alle- 
viate the miseries of the people of 
Midnapore ; (g.) pp. 183-84. 


Mulagram union 

Amount sanctioned for relief in — , 
Tippera: (Q.) pp. 1^-85. 

MuNianifr Hostaui, the Hon^ble NavmB, 

Khan Bahadur 

Trial of Fusilier Baines for oaosiug 
death to one Manindra Das in 
Mainamati Military Camp : (Q.) 

pp. 193-95. 

Repair of houses under the adminie* 
tration of Official Receiver; (Q.) 
p. 83. 

Mustagawtal Haqua^ Mr, Byad 

l^ngal Agricultural InocHne-iax Bill, 
1943: pp. 36667. 

Handy. Maharala Bti ao ha ndr a , af Caatun- 


Bengal Agricultural InooBie-iax 
im, pp. 367-69, 486, 487. 467, 6SS, 
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Natker, llr. Ham CHandni 

Annual grant to Mental Hospitals at 
Oalontta and Mankundu : (Q.) p. 494. 

MazimiiMifi, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 

Action taken by Government against 
newspapers and presses : (Q.) 

pp. 49^502. 

Aamissibility of an adjournment 
motion of Dr. Syamnprasad Mooker- 
jee regarding defective working ot 
the rationing scheme for Calcutta* 
p. 419. 

Alleged curtailment of certain privi- 
leges of security prisoners in the 
Midnapore Central Jail: (Q.) p, 126. 

Alleged posting of police agents 
among the security prisoners; (Q.) 
pp. 476-77. 

Arrest and detention of Bahu Kali- 
pada Sarkar- (Q.) p. 224. 

Arrest, detention and transfer of Mr. 
E. Khan Yousiifzai ; (Q.) p. 117 

Arrest of certain Rernrity prisoners 
under Regulation III of 1818. (Q.) 
p. 76. 

Afisault on security prisoners in Pri*- 
sidencv Jail- (Q.) p 13. 

Cases of dncoitv. etc, in Midnapore 
(Q.) pp. 3,37-38. 

Construction of Abdul Hamid Bridge 
over the Porawali Khal . (Q.) 

pp. 234-3.3 

Delay in deliverv of letters of Mr. 
Hanpada Chattopadhyny : (Q ) 

p. 114. 

Delay in delivery of letters of security 
prisoners- ('Q.) p. 113. 

Delay in deliverv of h'tters of seiuiritv 
prisoners of Buxa Spcvial Jail : (Q.) 
p. 24. 

Detention of Mrs. Bimal Protiva 
Dehi; (Q.l pp. 413-14. 

Detention of Rrijut Pannalal Mitra 
(Q.) pp. 233^ 

Diagnosis of diseases in the Jail 
Hospital: CQ.) p. 19. 

Discharge of Scheduled Caste em- 
ployees of the A.R.P. services in 24- 
Parganns : CQ.) pp. 232-33. 

Dismissal of a certain A.R.P. warden 
from service: ^Q.) pp. 239-46. 

Disposal of dead bwlies in Oiittagong 
district; (Q.) p. 8. 

Disposal of dead bodies l.ving in Cal- 
cutta and mofassal towns ; (Q ) 
p. 144. 

Family allowance for Dr, Rabindra 
Kumar Ray and two other security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 113. 

Family allowance for security pri- 
soner 8). Krishnaranjan 8^ : 
pp. 27a71. 

Family allowances for Tarapada 
Ghosh and Radhagobinda Sarkar ot 
Birbhum: (Q.) p. 112. 

, Family allowance of Babu Dhirendra 
Kumar Ghosh of Bankura : (Q.) 

p. 90. 

Family allowance of Mr. Ganesh 
CAmadra Sanyal, a security pri- 
aoRer: (0) pp. 475-78. 

Family mUowance of Babu Su^il 
Chandra Bhattacharya. a focarity 
priiOAer: (Q.) pp. 18&B9. 


NiiiniMA, Hm Hm^Mi Kkmkit Sir . . 

Family allownru'C of security pri- 
soner Kaai Md. Mohsin Heja; (Q.) 

p. 18. 

Family nllowance of certain security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 25. 

Family allowniict's of certain at^curity 
prisoners lodginl in Dum Dum Cen- 
tral Jail: (Q.) p. 89. 

Family allowance of se<'unty prisoner 
Mr. Sachindra Nath Banerjw: (Q.) 
pp. 372-73. 

Family allowance to (ortain security 
prisoners. (Q.) pp. 24(i-47. 

Family allowance to security prisoner 
Babu llnrish Chaiulra (')mudhury : 
(Q.l p. 189. 

Family allow niire to swunty prisoner 
Mr. Nishitlin Nath Kundu: (Q.) 
p. 17. 

Family allowance to Mvunty prisoner 
Bahu i’ramathiv Nath Bauer ji*i‘ ol 
Contiu ■ t<^.) p, 27. 

Grant ol tamily allow-iinee to Kj. 
Amarendra Nath Ghosh. (Q.) 
pp. 227-28. 

Grant of family allowance to certain 
security prisoners (Q.) p. 79. 

(iraiit o/ nimily allowance to certain 
M(s-unty prisoners- (Q.) jip. 510-17. 

HouNi-4*enrcnes at early lioiirs of the 
morning, and detimtion of iirn'et<xl 
pt‘i>onH 111 Imiat (Q.f p 148. 

Imposition of eolliM-tive fine in Bahir- 
ghnt suUdiviHiun (Q.) p. 84. 

lnerea*<c in the diet allowanee* of 
wH'unty prisoners- (Q.) pp. 226-27. 

Incn*ase of lamily alhwanee of a st'cn- 
rity prisoner (i).) p 26. 

Increase of family alkiwariee of mm*u- 
nty |)risoner Bahu Snn*sh (Imndra 
Majumdur ii).) p. 17. 

lnt<>rviews of Security anil Defence ol 
India Buies prisoners- (Q.) p. 125. 

Laying down of the Bengal Motor 
Vehicles Rnlr*s. 1946 pp. 424-25, 

Medieul treatment of Babu Kshotra 
fiopal (?ha< t<‘rjjs* • (Q.) p. 2H. 

Midnapore Central Jail Hoapitai ; 

m p. 28. 

Monthly allowarn-e of certain lady pri- 
soners. fQ.) p. 2:14 

Personal allowances to iiccurity pri- 
soners for certain article* iiuudo the 
jails (Q.) pp. 271-72. 

Petition.s hy MK-iiritv prisoner* of the 
Dum Dum Central Jail: (Q.) p. 114 

Political MH-uritv prisoner Mr. Araiya 
Kumar Uai Cliaiidhury : (Q.) p. 12^3. 

Release of Mr Karat (‘handra Bose, 
M.L.A.. fQ.) pri. 489-92. 

Release of Kj. Katyapriya Banerjoe, 
M.L.A.. rQ.) p 123. 

ReleoM^ of security prisoners to visit 
their sick relative**: (Q.) p. 89. 

Release of ”8UUi" and security 
prisoners to help in the relief works: 
Jq.) pp. 441-42. 

Resolution regarding prohibition of 
slaughic^r of milch oows and cstGe 
for agricultural purrxMies and 
ameudmeot thereto: pp. 315*17. 

Restriction Order on the “Amrite 

Bawr Patrilui^; <Q.) fp. mil. 
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milMlMMa, tut IWMi Klwwaail>^-><a^ 

Beri^w of cases of security prisoners 
by Trbunal : (Q.) pp. 21^24. 

Rights and privileges of State pri- 
soners : (Cy pp. 272-78. 

Salaries of Hindu Ooaatal Guards in 
Bntahata policoatation : (Q.) p. 24. 

Security prisoner Birendra Kishoro 
Saha; (Q.) p. 72. 

Supply of diet and clothing to Divi- 
sion 111 prisonorfi: (Q.) p. 9. 

Transfer of security prisoner Brojen- 
dra Das of Faridpur from Suri Jail. 
(Q.) pp. 373-74. 

Transfer of security prisoner Mr. 
Prcoranjan Das Gupta to Calcutta 
for medical treatment: (Q.) pp. 411- 
13. 

Treatment of security prisoner Mr. 
Nandadulal Binha: (Q.) pp. 231-32. 

Withholding letters of Mr. Nishitha 
Nath Kundu by Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Special Branch ; (Q.) p. 72. 

Writing of letters by security pn- 
Roners and r till's regarding snowing 
of history of tickets; (Q.) p. 73. 

Ntn-Agiioultural Ttnanov Bill 

Introduction of — : (Q.) p^. 374-76. 

HOtlM Of Mllourfimoiit motion 

Receipt of — in time; pp. 34142. 

OatH of AHogianot to tho Crown 

Mr. John Nelson Smart. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahineil 
Cheudhury : p, 1. 

Obituary 

Sir John Arthur Herbert, o.c.iJi. 

Mr. Kishnripati Roy. 

Kban Sahib Muuivi Abul Quisem . 

p. 1. 

Oflaring of prayor 

By Muslim students in the premises 
of the Edward College, Pabna: (Q.) 
p. 91. 

OfBoiai Raotivar 

Repair of bouses under the adminis- 
tration of — ; (Q.) p. 83. 

Ortfinanoi 

Bengal Ilestitute Persons (Repatria- 
tion and Relief — , 1943: p. 36. 

Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Ijand (Temporary Provisions) — , 

1943 :p. 36. 

Outbraali 

Of malfuria in Kishoreganj and 
Notrokona suhdivisioiis, Mymen- 
oiAglii (Q.) pp. 279-86. 

Paaliwai oliam 

la Darie«4iag diatriei: (Q.) p. 68. 


B&ibatioa of iiapi^wfod«-4o 

*m-. «•) aT 


Breach in the left embankment of 
river Daxnodar: (Q.) pp. 301-12. 

Damages caused by breaches in cer- 
tain embankments in Contai sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 4. 

Government measures to prevent 
Damodar flood havoc : (Q.) pp. 477- 
83, 484-86. 

Pichaboni drain^e sluice at Samud- 
rapur in Contai ; (Q.) p. 63. 

Re-excavation of the Ballach river in 
Durgapur, Mymensingh : ((^ p. 62. 

Re-excavation of Burguni Khal in 
police-station Satkania in the dis- 
trict of Chittagong : (Q.) p. 486. 

Sea-dyke and embankment repair 
works of the Contai and Tamluk 
subdivisions: (Q.) p, 132. 

Selection of contractors for Airfreight 
Depot and Damodar breach repairs 
and embankment construction 
works; (Q.) pp. 506-507, 508-509, 

510-16. 

Panel of Chairmen! p. 2. 

Paul, Sir Hari Banker 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944- pp. 108-10. 

Payment 

Of wm pen sat) on to evacuees* earning 
cultivated land.s in Fcni : (Q.) 

p. 176. 

Pending questions 

Discussion regarding — • p. 448. 

Personal allowanoee 

To security prisoners for certain 
articles inside the jails (Q.) pp. 271- 
72. 

Petition(e) 

By security prisoners of the Duro Dum 
Central Jail • (Q.) n. 113. 

To Subdivisional Officer, Brabman- 
baria, for relief : (Q.) p. 185. 

Pichaboni drainage eluioe 

.\t Bamudrapur in Contai : (Q.) p. 63. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944: pp. 160-64. 

Point of information 

By Mr. Nishitha Natli Kundu on hold- 
over questions: p. 377. 

CVimplaint by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
against delay on the pari the 
r^artment in forwarding viaitor*s 
slip . p. 201. 

Regarding malpractice by certain 
Government Party members not to 
have quorum of the Heuae: pp. 174- 
76. 

Pomt of Drier 

By Mr. Fatlur Rahman regarding 
admissibility of questions in a parti- 
cular form; pn. 48364. 

By Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali re- 
garding propriety of removing state- 
ments from the Library Table : 
pp. 507-508. 

By Dr. Kalinaksba Sanyal regeiding 
tka Bengal Secondaiy BdNwetion 
Bill S ^ee t ComsuHaa : pp^ 91982. 
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Ms! •! mUr-^eondd, 

(hi tht desirability of an impOftant 

S LoBtion bein^E answered by the 
enable Minister concerned : 
pp. 300301. 

Raised by Mr. A. F. Stark on the 
absence of all Ministers during the 
debate: pp. 203-205 
Regarding wording of adjournment 
motions; pp. 316-17. 

Point of prtvilogo 

By Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas regarding 
the absence of statements from the 
Library Table : pp. 509-510. 

Raised by Mr. Charu Chandra Roy 
drawing the attention of Mr. 
Speaker to the dearth of questions 
coming up before the House . p. 382, 
Regarding delay in receipt of ropy 
of the Select Committee Report on 
the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill for signature p. 151. 
political toourity prisoner 
Mr, Aniiva Kumar Rai Cbaudhury . 
(Q.) P. ‘l24. 

Preeidenoy Jail 

Assault on seeuntv prisoners in — : 
(Q.) P. 12. 

Price of Jute: (Q.) p 19. 

Production 

Of quinine at Mungpoo Cinchona 
Factory • (Q.) pp. 495-98. 

Question 

Unstarred No. 28 decidixl to bo held 
over : pp. 339-49. 

Quinine 

Theft of — from Tippera District 
Board : (() ) p. 66. 

Quorum 

Want of — . p. 174. 

ROoonstniotion 

Of Bishnupiir Charitable Dispensary 
Building . (Q.) p, 64. 

Re-exoavation 

Of the Ballach nver in Durgapur, 
Mymensingh : (Q.) p. 62. 

Of Bnrguni Khal in police-station 
Satkania in the district of Chitta- 
gong . (Q.) p. 486. 

Rogukation III of 1810 

Arrest of certain eecurity prisoners 
under — ; (Q.) p. 75. 

Rtlooao 

Of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, m.ImA. : 
«i.i pp. 489-92. 

Of Mr. Baivapriya Banorjss, x.l.a. : 
(QOp.m/ 

Of security ‘ prisoners to ritii their 
sick relatWes : (Q.) p. 87. 

Of **8tate” and security prisonen to 
help in the relisJ wodai: (Q-) 
pp. 44142. 


Amount spent for — and loan in ted- 

^ieted Ikmhih and €Hlte4: 


RiUoh- 

Expenditnre for— in MidnaporO: (Q.) 
pp. 182-83. 

Amount sanctioiied fo^^in Mulamm 
Union, Tippera: (Q.) pp. ISt^w. 

Petition for — to Subdiviaionsl Ottcet, 
Brahmanbaria : (Q.) p. 186, 

Relief meaturee 

Cyclone damugi>s in Miduapore and 
24-Pargaiiaa and — : (Q.) p. 127. 

Amount spent on — in Ssaar, Cofttld ttid 
Tamluk KulHlivisions m iSdidliaiMlO 
district: (Q.) p. 181. 

Re^ir of houaee 

Under the adnii lustration of OAciai 
Receiver' (Q.) p. 88. 

Report 

Of the allogi'd epidemic of cattle from 
certain districts in Bengal : , (Q.) 

p. 71. 

Requisition 

Of pucca buildings suitable for shelter 
against air raids, (Q.) pp. 228*29. 

Resolution (Nen-olAolal) 

Regarding the fixation of minimum 
prices of rux', pad<iy and jute; pp. 
.^4-407. 

Regarding prohihiiiun of slaughter ot 
milch cow.H and cattle for agricul- 
tural purposeM and amonument 
thereto, pp. 292-17. 

Restriction Order 

On the ‘*Amrita Basar Patrika” ; (Q.l 
pp. 40H411. 

Result 

Of anti-hoarding drive in Bankura 
(Q.) pp. 44647. 

Riee 

Export of — from several distriots ; 
(Q.) p. 29. 

Supplied by Bengal Government to 
military authontiiis. (Q.) pp. 488 
89. 

Rights and privUeget of State prlMfiertt 

(Q.) pp. 272-78. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1913: pp. 459, 465, 531. 

Ridease of Mr. Ha rat Chandra Bose, 
M.L.A. : (Q.) p. 489. 

Roy, Mr. Kamal Krtthna 

Amount sanctioned and spent for 
gratuitous relief in Bankura up to 
August, 1943 ; (Q.) pp. 376-77. 

Reconstruction of Bishnupnr Chan- 
table Dispensary huiMmg; (Q.) 
p. 64. 

Result of anti-hoarding drive in Ban* 
kura : (Q.) pp. 446-47. 

Roy, Mr. Klron Sankar 

Political security prisoner Mr. Atniya 
Kumar Rai Cnaudhury: (Q.) p. m. 


Roy. Mr. PaUram 

Amiiitioii of local boards in Khulna ; 

ScL^u&d’ Caste Hostel for the pmtr 
graduate studente in Calcutta: ((^) 
p. 19, 

Rmtl ^ 
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J|«mirity prisoner—; (Q.) p. 71. 

ihUMm, Mr. 

Bengal Finance (Bales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944: pp. 103-105. 


•alMlet 

Of Hindu Coastal guards in Sutahata 
police-station : (Q.) p. 24. 

Paid to A.R.P. employees in Calcutta; 
(Q.) pp. 296-97. 

•ale imd removal of oattlei (Q.) p. 30. 
•anautlehy Dr. 

Construction of Abdul Hamid Bridge 
over the Porawali Khal : (Q.) 

pp. 234*35. 

Disposal of dead bodies in Chittagong 
district; (Q.) p. 8. 

Drainage in certain place in Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 239. 

•anyal, Dr. NaUnakttia 

Adjournment motion : pp. 3943. 

Adojurnment motion regarding Gov- 
ernment encouragement to grow 
jute at eight annas of the basic 
acreage of 1940; pp. 324-27. 

Admissibilitv of an adjournment 
motion of Dr. Byamaprasad Mooker- 
jee regarding deflective working of 
the rationing scheme for Calcutta; 


pp. 416-16, 418. 

Aamiftsibility of an adjournment 
motion regarding sinking of SS 
“Rudra” ; pp. 422, 423. 

Appointment of Inspector of Technical 
Institutions, Department of Indus- 
tries : (Q.) pp. 197-201. 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 344-45, 433-36, 438-39, 

449, 4'51, 457, 468, 459, 462-64, 466, 
470, 471, 492-93, 619-21, 522, 528-30, 
.533, 634-35 , 536. 

Bengal Finances (Bales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944 : pp. 93-103, ^47-52, 
264-66. 


Complaint by — against delay on the 
part of the department in forward- 
ing visitor's slip. Point of Infor- 
mation: p. 201. 

Cyclone damages in Midnapore and 
*24-Parganns and relief measures 
(Q.) P. 127. 

Discussion in connection with the 
answering of starred question No. 7-3 
by the Parliamentary Secretary ; 
pp. 28^88. 

Dismissal of a certifun A.R.P. warden 
from •orvico; (Q.) pp. 239-46. 

Enquiry into ihe closing down of the 
southern entrance to the Assembly 
Buildings ; pp. 425-26, 

Point of information regarding alleg- 
ed malpractice hv certain Govern- 
ment party members not to have 
quorum of the Houae: pp. 174-75. 

Point of order by— regarding the 
Bengal Secondary Education Bill 
Moot Oommittee: pp. 38681. 

Point of order raised by — on the 
desirability of an -.important quee- 
ansirtred tlie 

iCixiisier ooBoamad: pp. 806301. 


Sanyal, Dr. Nallnaktiia 

Point of order by Mr. FaaJur 
Rahman r^arding admissibility of 
questions in a particular form : 
p. 484. 

Propriety of the procedure adopted in 
laying down the Bengal Motor 
Vehides Rules; pp. 423, 424, 426. 

Sale and removal of cattle: IfQ.) p. 30. 

Selection of contractors for Air-freight 
Depot and Damodar breach repairs 
ana embankment construction 
works; (Q.) p. 606. 

Sanyal, Mr. Satinka 8akhar 

Adjournment motion : pp. 4345. 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
194.3: op. 360-5.5 432, 4^3, 434. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944 : pp. 106-108. 

Observations of — on the admissibility 
of an adjournment motion of Dr. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjoe regarding 
detective working of the rationing 
scheme for Calcutta ; pp. 416, 417. 

Scarcity of salt in mofatsilt p. 342. 

Scheduled Casts Hostel 

For the post-graduate students in 
Calcutta ; (Q.) p. 19. 

Scheduled Castes representation 

In Vnion Boards m Sadar subdivision 
of Burdwan district’ (Q.) p. 139. 

8ea*dyke and embankment 

Biqiair works ol the G)ntai and 
Tainluk subdiviaions : (Q.) p, 1,32. 

Sealing of looms 

And shortening of hours by the .Jute 
Mills’ Association (Q.) pp. 189-9J1. 

Security prisonerCs) 

Allegeil ciirtailinent of certain privi- 
leges of — in the Midnapore Central 
Jail: (Q.) p. 120. 

Arrest ol certain — under Regulation 
III of 1818: (Q.) p. 76. 

Assault on — in Presidency Jail: (Q ) 

p. 12. 

Birendra Kiahore Saha : (Q.) p. 71. 

Delay in delivery of letters of — ot 
Biixa Special ^ail : (Q.) p. 24. 

Delay in transmission of letters of — 
Khagendra Nath Da& Gupta, 
M.T..A. : (Q.) pp. 224-26. 

Family allowance to certain — : (Q-) 

pp. 24647. 

Family allowance to Babu Harish 
Chandra Chaudhury ; (O.) p. 189. 

Family allowance of Babu S'ushil 
Chandra Bhattacharya, a — : (Q.) 

pp. 188-89. 

Grant of family allowance to certain 
(Q.) p. 79. ^ 

Increase of diet allowance of — : (Q.) 
pp. 226-27. 

Sj. Krishnaranjan Sen. Family allow- 
ance for — : (O.) pp. 27671. 

Mr. Nandadulal »inha. Treatment 
of—: (Q.) pp. 231-32. 

Pweonai allowances to— for certain 
articles inside the jails : (Q.) pp. 371* 
72. 

PetitioBs b y e l tbe Du» Xhtn Om* 
trm] JaU; (Q.) p. 118. 
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of-~to rmt ihmr liflk f«la^ 
tfj.) p. 87. 

Of CMW of— by the Tribunal: 
(Q.) pp. mat 

Traa^ of— Mr. Preoraniao Dai 
Gupta to Calcutta for medical 
treairiient: <Q.) pp. 411-18. 

Writinjt of lett^ oy — and rules re- 
Rirding riiowing of history tickets: 
h) P. 73. 

teieetion 

Of contractors for Air-freight Depot 
and Damodar brearii repairs and 
embankment oonstniction works : 
(Q.) pp. 505-507, 508^, 610-16. 

ten, Mr. Atui Chandra 

]^ngal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1843: pp. 356^7. 

tiib Mr. Dhirendra Nath 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944; pp. 161-64. 

Financial ussi&tance from Government 
of India: (Q.) pp. 33&39. 

Government order for free movement 
of foo<^rains and obstruction of 
local officials ; (Q.) p. 447. 

Opening of Government controlled 
shops in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 80. 

Resolution r^arding prohibition of 
slaughter oT milch cows and cattle 
for agricultural purpose and amend- 
ment thereto; pp. 202-206. 

Speech by — on the resolution of Mr. 
Adwaita Kumar Maji : pp. 386-88. 

taiii Rai tahadur Jogath Chandra 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 
1943: pp. 456, 467 , 458, 461-62, 467, 
618-19, 624, 632-3.3, 536. 

Can, Babu Nagandra Nath 

Q^clone in Miduapore and 24-Par- 
ganoa: <Q.) pp. 177-78. 

tan Qupta, Mrt. Natha 

Adjournment motion : p. 63. 

tanhatl Matamlty Hama In Khulnai 

(Q.) pp. 196-96. 

thahabuddhi, tha Nan'bla Mr. Kharala 

Adojumment motion regarding Gov- 
ernment encouragement to grow 
jute at emht annas of the basic 
acreage of 1940: pp. 330-33. 

AdxnisBihility of an adjoumracmt 
motion regarding fixation of the 
price of jute : op. 288-96. 

Admimibility of an adjournment 
motion regarding sinking of 88. 
“Rudra” : pp. 4», 421. 

Appointra^t of Inspector, Technical 
Tnititutioos, Department of Indue- 
tries: (Q.) pp, 197-901. 

Appointment of warehooee ofiUmu 
^der Chittagong Salt Sehemes : 

^)p«V617.ia 

rnoe of ittte: (Q.) p. 90. 

6<^iig ^ loomo and ahortening of 
l^«a W Ow Jute MOyAmm^ 
<4) pp- imt. 


<4) pp- imt 

..JMfiHdMri MMad^ Mr. 

(fiyes Ttai) Amattd- 
aomit Bin, 1944: pp. MM 


^%toam of Mr. Batyapriya Banariaa, 
(Q.) p. 189. 

Mr. cma Hrnfm Mr. tyad 

NMMhar AH) 

Admissibility of an adjoamment 
motion regarding fixation of the 
price of jute: pp. 28896. 

B^gal AgriouHuriu Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 432, 433, 434. 436, 440, 
499, 4^, 518, 519, 628, m, m. 

Bengri Finance (8ali*s Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944 : pp. 247, 948, 949, 
960, 262, 264, 266. 

Observation on an enquiry into the 
closing down of the souUiMm 
entrance to the Asstunbly Buildings: 
p. 426. 

Observutions and ruling of;— on the 
admissibility of an adjournment 
motion of Dr. Byamaprsaad Mooker^ 
jec regarding defective working of 
the rationing scheme for Calcutta t 
pp. 416, 417, 418, 419. 

Obsi^rvations and ruling of — on the 
Admissibility of an adjoamment 
motion regarding sinking of 88. 
“Riidra” : pp. A), 421, 422, 423. 

Observations by — on Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1943: pp. 449, 
460, 451, 452, 458, 456, 457, 460, 462, 
467, 47U 

Observation by — on enquiry about 
adjournment motion of Dr. Syama* 
prasa<l Mookeriee by the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy; pp. 882, 
383, 384. 

Observations by— on the iHiint of 
privilege regarding the aiwenc© of 
statemonte from the library Table: 
pp. 509, 510. 

Observation by— on the point of privi- 
lege raised oy Mr. Oharu Chandra 
Roy regarding the dearth of fues- 
tions coming up b<*forc the House: 
p. 382. 

Observation by— regarding point ot 
information on beld-over questions 
by Mr. NiKphitha Nath Kundu: 
p. 377. 

ObwrvationK of — in connection with 
tlie answering of starred question 
No. 73 by the Parliomentery Becro- 
tar> . pp. 300-301 . 

Observations of— on the laying dowo 
of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules : 
pp. 423, 424, 426. 

OMervations on the point of order 
regarding wording of adjoumraoiit 
motions; pp. 31(A7. 

Point of order raised by Dr. NaJinak- 
aha Sanyal on the diwirability of an 
important question being anewered 
by the Hoi^ble Minister ooncernod: 
pp. 300-301. 

Receipt of notioe of aiUournmeot 
m^ion in time: pp. 341-49. 

Boling and obeerfatums by— on the 
point of order regarding the Bengal 
Beooodary IMuoarion Bill Select 
Oommittee: pp. 380, 381, 382. 

Ruling and eheerraiioiia by— on the 
point ol Older hf Mr. Fadur Rah* 
miw Ngaidiiig admMbmty of 
cusstions in a paitioQlar form ’ 
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J. ItADWr^ J J?P* 

■te t-g. t Aii*-"a 

all Mmiatew dtuing tiia 
debate: pp. 9DSdR)6. ' 

Bttlifift <« we pei?^ 
regarding alleged malpraoiiee by 
certain Oovenunent pa>^ n^bers 
not to hare quorum or the Honae: 

UuSiuTed qaeatkm No. 28 decided to 
be held over: pp. 33ft40. 

^BengiS^* Jil^ultaral Inoomjtax Bill, 
pp. 449, 450, 461, 1162, 468, 

Point of order raiaed by-^ Jbe 
abeence of all Minietere dnnng the 
debate: pp. 900-906. 

Point of order regarding ^»jd*piL 
adjournment motion*: pp. olo-i7. 


gfr rtea - 

ittirftgllMi ef temdaia M the. 

Dwtriet <Q*>: 

p 6w ' .v*:,;' 
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Bight*' and’ privilege* of—: (Q) 

pp. 279.78. 

•mirawardy, ttie Hm*W§ •«»’• 

i4ieiumroent motion : pp. 8»W. 
Arrangement 

BhdSor of fami«hed people (M) 

Dultribution of kerosene oil in Mun- 
ahiganj subdivision, Dacca: (Vt*) 

p. 618. , 

Rnqiiiry about adjournmont motion oi 
Df. Byamaprasad Mobkerjee by—: 
pp. 882. aS, 384. . 

Hh^iirt Of rice from several diatncta: 

FoSl^ ^nsus in Bengal : (Q.) pp. 444* 
46. 

Food Committees in the affected dis- 
tricts of Bengal : (Q.) p. 6, 
Government ordw for free movement 
of foo^rains and obstruction ot 

"iaeal^dal^^ (Q.) P- ^7- 

Invitation of tenders for lAe supply 
of rice by the District Magistrate, 

i^opa in Calcutta ; (Q.) p. 81. 

Bice wnplkd by ^ernm^ 

to mitt5^ auihontiea: (Q-) PP- 488* 

SmH JMiWding 4riTe in B«i- 

kura: (Qd p, W. - 

\^nite Kimu' Mm* = PP- 88a4(l8. 


municipality: CQ.) 


if Jlu^waa 
pp. 49496. 


irn'to mW a» ,|5Sl»Won of— •• 


Mk OUST. 


in 


(in p- 8- 


9m llr. Hatniidni Hu — . ^ 

Paymimt of eompeosation to mjmea 
ownii^ (mlUvated|^and* : 

Supply,?! diet 9i|d Divi* 

sion in pmonun: (llil n. 6. 

timiiviMn Htime Mr. 

Duration of atai bl an oMoer of Edu- 
cation I>epar%nf: P- ^ 

Grant*-in-aid to^i^imarf aohoois in 
Midnapore diiWM: (0.) p. 278-79. 
Offering of prayer % Muslim stodente 
the premises of the 


lo on 

C^lege, Pabna: (Q.) p. 91. 
Restriction on the calling 
loudly by Muslim students < ^ 
Edward College: (Q.) pp. 3fi^l6. 
Bchoduled Caste Hostel for posb 
graduate students in Calcutta: (Q.) 
P. 1®. 


Invitation of — of the suH^ of rice 
by the District Magistcjlpa, Tippera: 
(0.) P. 5- 

Thaft 

Of quinine from Tippera Distfiot 
Board : (Q.) p. 66. 


Of security prinonor Brojendj^ Das ol 
Faridpur from Suri Jail; (Q.^ 
pp. 373-74. 

Of security prisoner Mr. Preoranian 
Das Gupta to Calcutta for medical 
tri»atment: (Q.) pp. 411-13. 

Tfltl , ^ 

Of Fusilier Baines for causing death 
to one Manindra Das in |dainamati 
Military Gamp : (Q.) pp. 193-95. 

WalMr, Mr. d. B. ..... 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend* 
ment Bill, 1944: p. 257, 

Production of quinine at Mungpen 
^nchona Factory : (Q.> p. 495, 
witMioitfiiii ittttn 

Of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu by ^ 
puty Commissioner, Special Branch • 

W*ri2irofth,^*Sr. W. C. . . 

Resolution regarding prohibitjon 
slaughter oi milch cows and oalitk|® 
for agricultural purposes anm'; 
amendment thereto. SpeUch of*" 

p. 212. 

iVHtins M IMttlU 

By wc^ty pri«HM« JS* 
guding (luMrng of biltoty iioiMCr 

(0 ) p. ra. 

•ts E . 

tiaa: (4) P»> IWM. 









